
R. D. JENKINS & SON 
QUALIFIED BUILDERS 

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782 

Est since  
1976

Hassocks/ 
Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

  • Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying? 

• Is your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs 

• Is your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing? 

•Are your GUTTERS Leaking? 

We have been trading locally since 1976 

Please call us if you require a FREE estimate 

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical  

Work Undertaken   
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

 Local Resident 
Contact Ben Watson on  

01273 845960   

All Plumbing & Heating  
Works Undertaken 

596096

Boilers Installed, Serviced & Repaired 
Energy Efficient Solutions for your Home 

Local Resident • Fully Insured

    07971 549939
call Stuart on 07738 679167 
   or Adam on 07983 693089 admin@faithhillservices.co.uk
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Useful Information 
 
 
 
 

Driven, loyal & hard working company who do  
everything by the books & work to a high standard. 

Please feel free to contact at anytime & we will get back 
 to you ASAP, there is no job too big or too small.

call Jordan on 
07523 556182 

 Lost Property
‘Like’ our page on 

Face book & keep up 
to date with all the 
lost property items 

‘QD Stationery’

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.  
Mon. to Fri. 5.30pm - 6 pm.   Sun. 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill  

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999  
BURGESS HILL RECYCLING CENTRE Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Oct. - 31st Mar. 2024.)   

OPEN  Fri - Wed  inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm - Tel. 01444 243041 
HASSOCKS  

PARISH COUNCIL - 01273 842714  
 www.hassockspc.net.   

Mon., Tues., Thurs. 10 am.- 2 pm, Fri. 10 am - 12 pm.  
LIBRARY - 01273 842779 

 Mon., Tues., Wed.,  Sat. 9 am - 1 pm  & Thurs.,  Fri.  1 - 5 pm  

HURSTPIERPOINT  
PARISH COUNCIL - 01273 833264  

 www.hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk   
Mon.- Fri. 9.30 am - 1 pm.  
LIBRARY - 01273 832609 

 Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat .9 am - 1 pm & Thurs.,  Fri.  1 - 5 pm  

ARE YOU GETTING MARRIED? 
 

Invitations • Evening Invitations  
 Reply Cards • Order of Service  

 Table Plans • Place Cards  
Confetti • Thank You Cards • Balloons 

AND MORE 

QD STATIONERY, 52 KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 

01273 846978



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk
OSTEOPATHY 

Emma Ross  
Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988 

01273 843380  
or 07860 470081   

 www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com 
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967 

 
 
 
 

A small local company with a brilliant reputation 
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors           
Conservatories & Porches 

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering 

All aspects of building work 
Roofing Kitchens 
Pointing Bathrooms 
Decorating General Maintenance

We thank Dave Evans of Hurstpierpoint for this postcard of the top of New Road  
now Cuckfield Road opposite the school taken before WW1.  



Karen Butterfill  Mssch Mbcha 
CHIROPODY ‑ PODIATRY 

Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014 
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

IAN THOMPSON 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

Gas Safe Registered 
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL  
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps  
Driveways • Fencing 

 

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP 
 

01273 890747  
07973 865850 

allgardens@gmail.com

est 1983

Kitchen Carousel Ltd 
To renew or refurbish that is the question! 
We Design, Manufacture & Fit Beautiful Kitchens! 

Website: kitchencarousel.co.uk    
Email: info@kitchencarousel.co.uk 

Call me Stephen Hamilton  
for a chat about your kitchen: 

Mobile: 07565 722055  
Workshop visit by appointment:  

Unit 13/14 SM Tidy Industrial Estate 
Ditchling Common, Hassocks West Sussex, BN6 8SG  

We thank Roy of Hassocks for the following let-
ter:-  Can anyone, Councillors include it please 
explain why the council think it’s a great way to 
spend our taxes on producing little profiles of cy-
clists on the road throughout the village up to 
Stonepound, and then to resurface the road cov-
ering them before spending more of our money 
redoing them. Apart from the cost, there was the 
traffic holdups caused by the work. 
I am sure most road users, including cyclists 
would rather the money was used on correctly 
filling potholes and resurfacing the roads. I am 
not in any way anti-cyclist, but I am sure mo-
torists do not require pictures of cyclists to know 
cyclists also use the road. I am sure cyclists/mo-
torbikes would be more in favour of their safety 
of having the roads maintained. Will we next be 
seeing men painting little cars on the road? 
 
THANK YOU! Can I say a big thank you to 
Brighton hospital where I was a patient for just 
over 4 weeks. The care they gave me as a patient 
was wonderful, I could not have had more care 

had I been royalty. Also, my family who stayed 
with me until late into every evening and encour-
aged me to eat and keep going, thanks kids! 
Thank you also to neighbours and friends for all 
your good wishes, it is nice to be home. 
Happy Christmas and a healthy new year to ev-
eryone.                                        Shirley Turner 
 
ON WEDNESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER Alan 
had a bad fall in Hassocks on this day.  In seconds 
the very very kind people of Hassocks came to 
help in any way.  Alan dislocated his shoulder but 
he is on the mend.  We were very touched by you 
all.  Many thanks.                       Alan and David 
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO say thank you to Colin 
French who has been delivering your magazines 
in Beacon Road, Ditchling & also Andrew Cal-
low who has delivered in Westmeston & Under-
hill Lane. Thank you for all your help.           
Should anyone wish to volunteer to deliver West-
meston & Underhill Lane please contact us 01273 
846978.                                                     Editors 



Family Run Business 

Fully Insured 

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

Kevin Jerrey 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 

Over 30 years experience • Advanced City & Guilds 

01273 844213

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY 
HCPC REGISTERED 
           Joanna Turns 
           Nicola White 
          Julie Marshall 

                                                 BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg. 

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks 
Tel:  (01273) 843780

 

Counselling at The Garden Rooms 
 

A safe therapeutic offering in  
Hassocks, where you can explore  

difficult feelings without judgement. 
 

Contact Emma 
07866 682691 

emma@thegardenroomshassocks.co.uk

My name is Sophia, I am a 14 year old Ranger 
in Girlguiding UK and I currently volun-
teer at a local Brownie unit. I have 
been selected for LaSER (Lon-
don and the South East Re-
gion) ‘Discover Japan’ 
international Girlguiding 
trip, in August 2024, for 
which I aim to fundraise 
£3000. 
An experience of a life-
time, which I am excited 
to be a part of. It will 
give me a chance to 
gain independence in in-
ternational travel within 
a supportive environ-
ment, nurtured by the 
leaders and supported by 
my teammates. I will de-
velop my skills in research-
ing, planning and financial 
budgeting as we are working to-
gether to plan the whole trip in-
cluding where we want to visit, how 
we are going to get there and where we are 

going to sleep! We will be working as a team to 
discuss our plans, make key decisions, 

overcome unexpected challenges and 
form lifelong friendships.  

I am looking forward to explor-
ing Japan and learning about a 

new culture, which will give 
me a greater respect, under-
standing and appreciation 
that will impact my future 
and the way I see the 
world. 
I have devised an exten-
sive fundraising plan in-
cluding craft sales, 
sponsored events, car boot 
sales and a quiz night. 
All the money fundraised 

and donated will be used to 
support this trip and the asso-

ciated costs. I have set up a 
Just Giving page www.justgiv-

ing.com/page/sophia-smith-
1699561450444  

Thank you for taking the time to read 
about my adventure.                              Sophia 

SOPHIA’S INTERNATIONAL GIRLGUIDING TRIP  
TO JAPAN 2024





JB Fencing 
All types oF Fencing & gAtes  

     Free quotations and advice 
     All work guaranteed 
     Sheds and Bases 
     No job too small 
     Over 40 years experience  

Hassocks 01273 843539 
Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you 
• New Computers 
• Laptop Setup 
• Wireless Setup 
• Printer Setup 
• Servicing & Clean up 

07771 588 577 
rob@rhaskins.co.uk 

•Computer Repairs          
•Hardware Upgrades 

•Software Issues 
•Data Recovery 

•Virus & Malware  
Removal  

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy 
Your Local Handyman 

 

From Major Renovations & Improvements  
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between 

Both Inside & Out Your Home 
 

Call Ivan today for a free quote 
Mobile:  07814 598539 

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk 
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

HASSOCKS INTERIORS 
A complete home improvement service 

                                                                                                         Est. 1994
 

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured    
 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling 
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating 

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured  

Call Scott on  
 07812 569510 

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH JAN 2024.  
As our pre-Christmas treat this year, we decided 
to spoil ourselves with a proper old-fashioned 
cold. Not just a common or garden cold, but one 
with all the trimmings. The Rolls Royce of 
colds, you might say, replete with splutterings 
and groanings to enliven the house as we in-
dulged in alternate bouts of fever and delirium. 
A house in quarantine has a strange sense of 
abandonment. It is like a railway carriage which 
someone has stealthily uncoupled in the night in 
the middle of a dark wood. The rest of the train 
speeds away, carrying light and laughter towards 
the dawn, but here in the wood there is nothing 
but an intermittent creaking as the carriage set-
tles on its track. No one is going anywhere. Ac-
customed as we are to constant dashing about, 
organizing things, stirring things up, helping the 
world to go round by not permitting a moment’s 
inactivity, we feel extremely strange. There is 
nothing to do but put another log on the fire, 
drink whatever therapeutic syrups and teas and 
medicines are available and sit and wait as the 

body goes about the business of rebuilding its 
defences. It feels strangely like Christmas al-
ready – that weightless feeling you get after 
Christmas lunch when the washing-up is done, 
the presents are unwrapped and the frantic effort 
of trying to be in six places at once is temporar-
ily stalled. And as I succumb to it, I realise that 
this time-out is a special gift. We are in limbo, 
which is what Christmas, and the pre-Christian 
days of the Winter Solstice were always consid-
ered to be. During this period, there is a pause. 
The Earth resets itself, aligning anew with the 
forces of regeneration and renewal which will 
later become visible in the green shoots of 
spring. Pagan solstice celebrations and the 
Roman Festival of Saturnalia all took place dur-
ing this period of time ‘suspended’, and the 
Twelve Days of Christmas tucked themselves 
comfortably into the same space. For the dura-
tion of the Feast, normal conventions were 
turned on their heads. Work stopped and a spirit 
of anarchy prevailed. In the Middle Ages, it was 
the custom to appoint boys as bishops, who for 



P.R. ROOFING LTD 
(Established 1989)         

 

01273 843576 or 07710 947646  

 • GRP Fibre Glass Roofs 
 • Flat Roofs 
 • EPDM Rubber Roofs 
 • Chimney Repairs & Pointing 
 • Tiling, Slating 
 • Moss Removal 
 • uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering 

 BARRY NEWMAN 
GARDEN AND FENCING SERVICES 

No Job Too Small est. 1984 
01273 845063 

1:1 Dog Grooming Services 
City & Guilds Qualified 

Hassocks Based & Fully Insured 
 

Tel: 07784 778492 
Email: polished.paws@yahoo.com

a few days, held sway over their ecclesiastical el-
ders; masters and servants swapped places; jest-
ing and conning, quizzing and fooling became 
the order of the day under a Lord of Misrule. (We 
still wear the crowns and pose the riddles when 
we pull our Christmas crackers, today). The daily 
dictates of self-gratification gave place to sharing 
and giving. Somewhere under all the tinsel and 
techno-gadgetry of our modern times, lies the 
ghost of Old Christmas, the strange, unsettling 
feeling of a world vaster and more complex than 
we can imagine, turning over like a sleeper and 
showing us an unfamiliar face. And here is the 
magic of it all. The face we see is our own face 
– which has been all along silently attuned to val-
ues we may scarcely recognise in our everyday 
lives. We are made so uncomfortable by these 
values we call them childish and then say 
‘Christmas is really only for children’ and all the 
while, we secretly long to be to be a Christmas 
child and believe in magic again. Somewhere 

under the heaps of baubles and solar lights is a 
yearning for connection to something other, yet 
intrinsically our own: the life-sap of our planet 
home.  
At Christmas the greenwood comes indoors. It 
may be only a plastic spray of holly, or a picture 
on a Christmas card, but the liminal, other-
worldly mystery of the season is nowhere 
stronger than in this threshold-crossing. Bringing 
in the ivy and holly, the Yule-log, the fir boughs, 
goes way back beyond the time of the Druids. 
Early clerics tried to ban pagan greenery in 
churches, but they could not get the people to 
give up their attachment to it. Even under the Pu-
ritans it was common to bring mistletoe into 
church and the poorest cottage would have its jug 
of holly. Evergreens were the mainstay of the 
vegetal world-spirit in our cold Northern hemi-
sphere. All powerful healing plants in their own 
way, the bay and rosemary, ivy, juniper and holly, 
celebrated in Christmas carols and poems, 
brought the vibrant aromatics of their health-giv-
ing terpenes and volatile hydrocarbons into every 
Christmas home. In the early days at Stoneywish, 
we would make a natural Father Christmas grotto 
for our Christmas customers. Michael would cut 
great swathes of evergreens till the stable-space 
was dark and pungent and filled with palpable 
plant magic. It was strange and a little bit scary 
but it opened the heart in an inexplicable way! 



 Hollingum Electrical ltd   

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE  

Telephone Josh  
on 07818 017917 

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING 
All plumbing and gas work undertaken 

Boiler Installations & Servicing  
to Bathrooms Designed & Installed (inc. tiling). 

New Heating Systems & Power Flushing to Dripping Taps 
Friendly, Local & Fully Insured 

07967 440 805  
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

This same viriditas, energy of the greenwood, 
traditionally brought people health and hope 
through the darkest days of the year. In pagan 
times the greenery would stay up until 31st Jan-
uary, when new life and the returning light of the 
sun could be celebrated in a new festival. Can-
dlemas on 2nd February is the Christian Festival 
of Light and by then snowdrops could come in-
doors to replace the redundant holly. Now all 
greenery is taken down by Twelfth Night. After 
that, normality returns. The ox goes back to his 
yoke, the peasant to his plough, the merchant to 
his trade and the rest of us to a Health Farm for 
slimming and de-toxing and whatever the current 
gurus prescribe!  
But when the Christmas tree has been sent to the 
recycling, and the baubles are back in the attic, 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to keep a sprig of that 
greenwood magic in our hearts? To remember 
stillness? Not having an agenda? So that when 
we step out of our homes, we come as health-
givers, life-givers, to the green world which lies 
beyond. 

Happy New Year, one and all! And may your 
holly fend off every bug and hobgoblin this side 
of Easter.                                             Rosemary 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Jazz etc at Ditchling Village Hall  
with Aneesa Chaudhry & K2 

Saturday 17 February 8:00 pm (doors 7:30 pm) 
Join us for our Valentine’s Special  

as Aneesa sings jazz, blues, classics  
and Asian fusion, backed by K2  
(Ashley Knowles: piano/organ,  

Patrick Knowles: guitar, Gary Fairchild: bass  
and Dave Uden: drums) with special guest  

Angèle Veltmeijer on saxophone. 
Delicious food available from the purple carrot  

and a selection of wines and beers at the bar. Please 
book ahead if possible, so that we can be sure of 

being able to accommodate your party. 
Tickets £15 from Ditchling Post Office  

or online at boatmancryptics.co.uk/live-music 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

KEYMER AND HASSOCKS POPPY AP-
PEAL: THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – 
DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH On be-
half of our President, Mrs Virginia Lewis-Jones, 
Vice President, Mrs Juliet Smith JP, DL, Chair, 
Catharine Robinson and the Branch Committee, 
we would like to thank those Shops and Busi-
nesses in Keymer and Hassocks, Hassocks Infant 
School, Windmills Primary School, Downlands 
School, Hurstpierpoint Cadets and to Everyone 
who has supported and donated to the 2023 
Poppy Appeal. This year the total has so far 
reached £3,000 for which we are so very grateful. 
Please accept a very heartfelt thank you to all 
who have given so generously. The Branch 
would like to take this opportunity of wishing 
you all a very happy and successful 2024.                   

Margaret E Bovill 
 

ADVERTISING SPECIAL OFFER 
4 months for the price of 3 

Visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk 
  



FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE  
CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES 

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,  
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience 
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms 

0771 362 3949 
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery  

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Wildlife Gardens 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways  

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister BSc MPhil 

01273 447400 
07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273 
844461 www.achassocks.co.uk Facebook - Age 
Concern Hassocks. 
Firstly, we would like to wish you a happy and 
prosperous New Year from everyone at Age Con-
cern. 
December activities at the Centre included music 
from Downlands School Choir – thank you to Miss 
Lincoln and the Students for such enjoyable enter-
tainment. We also held four Christmas lunches 
which are a very popular part of our Centre’s 
Christmas celebrations, and we thank everyone for 
their support. Our Christmas Fair, which was held 
on the 16th December, was a huge success – we 
will let you know how much we raised in the Feb-
ruary issue. We are very grateful to Tates Garden 
Centre for the very generous donation of a Christ-
mas Tree and Budgens, Boots, Day Lewis, Beauty 
Aesthetics, Hair by Helen and Manicures by Laura 
for their very kind raffle donations. 
We serve a freshly cooked 3 course lunch Monday 
to Friday and run a bus Monday, Tuesday and 
Thursday, picking up from Hassocks and Hurstpier-
point. Please ask the Office to book transport and/or 

lunch the day before or up to 10 am on the day 
you’d like to join us. The menu changes weekly 
and is on our website.  
Our Charity Shop is open 9 am to 4 pm every 
weekday and 9 am to 12 pm Saturdays. Donations 
are most welcome. While you are visiting the Char-
ity Shop why not stop by for a hot drink and cake 
in our Coffee Shop, open 9 am to 3 pm weekdays 
and 9 am until 11.45 am Saturdays.   
We are hoping to provide various trips, talks and 
musical entertainment throughout 2024. Come 
along and see what we have on offer. 
We look forward to seeing you.   

All at Age Concern 
 
ARCHWAY ALLOTMENTS, HASSOCKS Are 
you a Hassocks resident interested in taking on an 
allotment plot? 
If so, would you like to go onto our waiting list? 
Our allotments are situated off Woodsland Road 
under the railway bridge. 
So, if you are interested, please email me at arch-
wayallotments2017@gmail.com. 

  Pauline Lemmon 

TO ADVERTISE  
IN THIS MAGAZINE  

That has a 8000 distribution  
covering Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint, 
Ditchling and surrounding villages 
visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

QD Stationery  
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6 8AR 
 Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk 

Tel: 01273 846978 



QD STATIONERY  
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

01273 846978

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

10th March Cards & Balloons in stock soon

Valentine’s Day  

*PLEASE ORDER YOUR BALLOONS IN ADVANCE

BALLOONS
BALLOONS  

Single from £6.00

Single from £6.00  

Bunch of  3 from £16.50

Bunch of  3 from £16.50  

Bunch of  5 from £25.00

Bunch of  5 from £25.00  

Various Designs*
Various Designs*  

ALSO.....
ALSO..... CARDS, CANDLES, 

PETALS, BATH BOMBS, KEYRINGS AND MORE.....

Mothers Day



STATION GARAGE  Hassocks  01273 844256 

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB 
A local business supporting the local community

Two days preceding, 
Cranium drill, 

my fate proceeding. 
On Denmark Hill, 

my bed awaits, 
Dread surrounds, 

anticipation abates. 
Blood drawn, 

medications displayed, 
Angela’s menu, 
“what we got,” 

portrayed. 
Now displayed 

An angel warrior team, 
steadfast and true, 
Day in, day out, 

my companions through. 
Mental stress beneath 

the structures high 
The helipad serves the relentless sky 

above Denmark Hill, 
where Terry’s spirit sighs. 

Guardian of the not-returning, 
Upstairs, where angels 

keep discerning. 
Like marathon runners, 

they persist, 
Even as the crowd 

begins to desist 
and the glory fades 

but you all march on. 
August 16th, 

my date profound, 
Cold white light 

air con’s chill abound. 
Surgical preamble, 

professors skill, 

Lifting the team 
in the subterranean build. 

Behind Theatre doors, 
a deep descent, 

My Titanium crown, 
Last Mohican pre-med 

tightly sent. 
Screwed tight, 

like a Christmas tree, 
Without its lights, 

yet steadfast, 
you see. 

Crisp sheets 
flag an attentive crew, 

A struck quartet, 
Changing with time 

Iranian skill and Sri Lankan smile 
Morphine comfort for a while 

Back on the ward 
from holding-pen 

Graham, whose spine 
defies his age, 

A soliloquy stage, 
a poignant page. 
Jas, your tumour 

and gallows humour, 
Setting the stage 

for a unique rumour. 
Frank, 

Strangely, 
I knew your tale of woe, 

Drug deaths both, 
a premonition’s echo. 

I am still with 
You all in my 

Memories though. 
Thank you to ALL the team  © Steve Pearce 

You can now read the Hassocks Talk About inc Village Voice online 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk

MURRAY FALCONER WARD KINGS COLLEGE HOSPITAL 



YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT LOCKSMITH 
Faulty Door or Windows Locks? Broken or Lost Keys? Locked Out?

• Commercial & Domestic • Free Security Surveys • Master Key Systems 
• Locks Supplied & Fitted • UPVC Door Specialist 

Tel : 01273 068 086 • Mobile : 07538 521 210 
   Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk •www.snsecurity.co.uk

• DBS Checked  • Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

HURST PLAYERS If you weren’t able to visit 
“Red Riding Hood” – the Hurst Players Pan-
tomime for 2023/4 before Christmas – the good 
news is that performances continue at our wel-
coming High Street Theatre through to 6th Jan-
uary.   Quite why the rather disturbing tale of a 
young girl set to become a wolf’s breakfast 
should become the stuff of post-Christmas fam-
ily entertainment is lost in fairy-tale history … 
but …  
If you’re in luck and we still have seats avail-
able, you can make personal bookings at our 
Theatre Box Office between 10 am and 12 noon 
on Saturday 30th December and Saturday 6th 
January.    
But if you prefer to make your booking online, 
please visit our website:  www.hurstplayers.org 
– and head for the What’s On section where 
you’ll find full details of ticket prices for adults 
and children, family tickets and dates and times 
for the remaining performances.  
What better way is there to round off the Festive 
Season than with a touch of the horrors, lots of 
fun, audience participation and, of course, a 
happy ending?  We don’t think there is one!                                            

Anne Hopper  
 
THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING, 
STREAT & WESTMESTON  Happy New 
Year to everyone in the Beacon Parish. Whether 
you’re new to the parish or have been part of it 
for some time, do come and join us at our regular 
services. Everyone is very welcome, and you’ll 
feel at home very quickly. 
Our Sunday services resume their normal pattern 

in January: 
10 am service of Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion at St. Margaret’s, Ditchling on 7th, 
14th and 28th January. 
We welcome families to all of our services and 
on Sunday’s 7th and 14th January, we have 
stories and activities especially for younger vis-
itors, who can make new friends at our Little 
Beacons sessions which take place during the 10 
am service.  
On Sunday 21st January, the service will be at 
Streat church at 10 am.  
Sunday 28th January at 10 am will be one of 
our popular family services, with activities for 
children available in the chapel area throughout 
the service. Why not come along and invite an-
other family as well? 
Refreshments are available after each service. 
Our Wednesday @ 10 services of Holy Commu-
nion will be held at St. Margaret’s each Wednes-
day this month. 
We look forward to seeing you soon. Please 
check our website www.beaconparish.co.uk for 
any changes to the above.           Sherrian Guest 
 
HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY meets on the 
last Friday of each month in the Guide Hall by 
Trinity Road Car Park. At each meeting we have 
an expert speaker. On 26th January the speaker 
will be Ian Gledhill who will give an illustrated 
presentation on The Rise of the Modern Musical 
– from Oklahoma to Phantom of the Opera. The 
meeting starts at 8 pm. Visitors are welcome.                   

Bill Kent 



 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Qualified, local professional 

IAN PARKIN 

01273 833793 or 07986 401670 

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing 
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.  

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers. 
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.  

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing. 
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured 

217843

JON BARKER 
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios 

Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance 
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting 

Assembly of Sheds & their Bases 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming  

Tree Felling • Planting etc 
No Job too BIG or too small 

Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured 
07815 663825

PLASTERING 
L. BARNES 

CEILINGS  •  WALLS  •  FLOORS 
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally • Hassocks Resident 

Phone 07812 841032

THE GROWING NETWORK We are a 
freely-giving community network that supports 
local people to grow and share food, with no one 
left out. We meet every month over a cup of tea 
to share seeds, seedlings, and extra produce, 
along with gardening tips and friendship. We’d 
love to meet you whether you’re a veteran gar-
dener or would-be grower of vegetables and if 
you’d like to find others to help you get started. 
You don’t even need to have a garden! 
This month we will be paying a visit to Hurst-
pierpoint Horticultural Society, and we are de-
lighted that Jo Morphy, the founder of the 
Growing Network, will be giving a talk. 
Tuesday 9th January at 7.45 pm in Hurstpier-
point Village Centre.  Do come along to find out 
more about what we do!   

Julie Ulbricht & Kate Sherman 
 
NEWS FROM DOWNLANDS SCHOOL 
SUCCESSFUL PTA CHRISTMAS FAIR 
AND NEWS OF A COMEDY NIGHT COM-
ING UP IN MAY  Hassocks and the surround-
ing areas came together again and generously 
visited and spent their cash at the Downlands 
School annual Christmas Market School Fair 
over the weekend of 25th November. Hundreds 
of visitors made their way through the school 
Christmas tree lined entrance and into the school 
hall to be greeted with 20 local business stall 
holders selling locally made goods while the 
school choir and orchestra entertained them. 
Over 120 year 7 children had over 40 stalls of-
fering games and fun events and there were lots 
of PTA themed tombola’s giving everyone a 

chance to win a prize to go home with… the fair 
raises money exclusively for the school and 
looks to have raised around £6000 this time… 
there was even a visit from you know who… 
Santa! Who came to see the younger children… 
The school’s Christmas and Summer Fairs are a 
brilliant opportunity to see the school close up - 
especially if your hope is for your little ones to 
attend one day… 
The next big event is a comedy night with local 
comedy superstar Stephen Grant as one of the 
performers - along with special guests on 10th 
May  - keep an eye out for ticket info on local 
facebook pages or follow on facebook “Down-
lands School Association”   

The Downlands School PTA 
 
WHO KILLED THE GRAFFITI ARTIST? 
The Church Players present a murder mystery 
play by Chris Martin Saturday 27th January  
2.30 pm and 7.30 pm at St. Francis Church Hall, 
Priory Road, Hassocks. 
Tickets include refreshments and are available 
from 01273 846853. There will be a retiring col-
lection in aid of a local charity. 
Join us and spend a couple of hours full of sus-
pense and intrigue. To add to the fun, come 
dressed in an outfit inspired by the art world. It’ll 
be a “Scream!”                                            Gill



FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE 
Self Contained with Bar *• Fridays are Free for Charity Events * 

 

Fully Air Conditioned • PA System or DJ Available 
 

Seating for up to 90 people  
3 Course Meals or Hot & Cold Buffets available 

 

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries,  
Lunches, Dinners, Meetings and More 

                                                                 
Call Chris or Mia on 01273 842113 for details. 

*Terms and conditions apply 

 Our new website is now up and running! 
Tickets for Comedy & Music Events can now be booked 

via THEHASSOCKS.CO.UK 

Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113 
Email chris@thehassocks.co.uk                                       www.thehassocks.co.uk



R NYE 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 
   01273 841796 
   07968 475125 

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering   
Rendering  

Bricklaying   
Building Work  

 Property Maintenance 

Simon Weller  - 07525 857679  
                           01273 468759 

hassockspaving@hotmail.com 
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Monday -  Saturday. 7.30am - 4.00 pm*  excluding Bank Holidays

A. Twine Butcher 
 

27 Keymer Road , Hassocks   01273 842296

POP IN & SEE US • PHONE ORDERS TAKEN • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

FAMILY BULK BUYS - ALL BAGGED & READY FOR YOUR FREEZER 
5lb Extra Lean Mince Beef £17.99 • 5lb Chicken Breast Fillets £17.99   

5lb Back Bacon £15.99 (smoked/unsmoked) • 5Ib Boneless Pork Steaks £18.99  
5lb Chicken Thighs £10.99 • 5lb Best Braising Steak £22.99 

1st Hassocks Guide Unit will reach its 100th 
Birthday on 1st February.  Several events have 
been planned to mark this occasion including 
creating a Timeline to record the development of 
Guiding from 1910 up to the present day. This 
will be displayed in Hassocks Guide Hall, itself 
is a historical building with a great past.   
Alongside the general progress of Guiding over 
the past century, we want to look specifically at 
the history of 1st Hassocks Guides. If any past 
members, guides or leaders, have any memora-
bilia, such as photos or newspaper cuttings, that 
they would like to share with us, it would be 
great to hear from them. Written accounts would 
also be lovely. Please email using the details 
below. 
The unit is also asking for help from qualified 
leaders, maybe recently arrived in Hassocks, 
who would consider stepping up to volunteer to 
join the District and take on 1st Hassocks Guides 
in September as it moves into its next century. 

Alternatively, if one or two people with a will-
ingness to take their Leadership Qualification 
(it’s mostly on-line training these days!), could 
volunteer their services, a team approach would 
also work. It’s great fun, rewarding and can en-
hance job application opportunities, too email 
penniethomson2000@gmail.com.  
Guiding has come a long way since 1st February 
1924 and it’s still going strong with ten million 
members around the world.  

Pennie Thomson and Dawn Batchelor   

100TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS FOR  
1st HASSOCKS GUIDE UNIT 



• Removals 
• Storage 
• House Clearances 
• Fully Insured 
• Packaging 
• + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053 
m: 07780 864 817 
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield 
REMOVALS Ltd

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted 
Extensions & Refurbishments 

General Maintenance
Fully Insured  

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772 
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD
Tiling 

Slating 
Lead Work 

Chimney Repointing 
Guttering 

Moss Clearing 
Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate  
or advice 

01273 844946    
 07854 327020

A & S ROOFING
Est 1985

THE KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB has 
two meetings in January, on Monday the 15th 
and 29th January.  We meet at the URC 
Church all, and start at 7.30 pm. The New 
Year is an excellent time to start folk dancing, 
the Keymer Club is very friendly and as well 
as doing some light exercise, you’ll meet new 
friends. Most dances are performed to a regu-
lar walking step, so providing you can tell left 
foot from your right, you’ll be just fine. 
In March the club will be holding a special 
event at the Adastra Hall. Sean Goddard, one 
of our long-established members will be given 
the Gold Badge of the English Folk Dance and 
Song Society: an award given to special peo-
ple who have researched and taught folk danc-
ing for a longer period of time. The Copper 
Family from Rottingdean will sing the Old 
Sussex Songs, and there will be a large Barn 
Dance. For more details about this event and 
the Keymer Folk Dance Club look at our web-
site.                                          Sean Goddard 

ALL THE RIGHT NOTES It is with great 
sadness that I have to confirm that All the 
Right Notes will not be returning in January 
2024 as my health has deteriorated beyond the 
point where the preparation of rehearsals and 
concerts is possible. 
I really wasn’t sure if we would be able to re-
turn following my heart attack, but we’ve had 
15 more months of fun making music to-
gether, and we concluded in December with a 
concert for family and friends for which tick-
ets sold out within ten days. 
I would like to thank everyone who has been 
part of the community choir since its creation 
in December 2011, all those professional mu-
sicians who have joined us for concerts, and 
all those who have come along to those con-
certs at various venues around the local area, 
enabling us to raise thousands of pounds for 
charities.                                   Paul Simpson 
 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk



 John Evans 

 Plastering Specialist 
 All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering 

 Free quotes •Fully Insured 
  johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279 
07712 898394 

THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL One 
of the things we have been so proud of recently 
is receiving our Bronze Autism Aware Award.  
Some of our wonderful children, parents and 
staff attended the award ceremony to collect our 
award. We are delighted to have been recognised 
for the support we provide our young autistic 
learners and how much they have taught us and 
their peers. The afternoon was a brilliant success 
with our children speaking about their time in 
our ‘All About Me Group’ and building new re-
lationships with their peers. We are very proud 
of them; not only with how they spoke to a big 
group of adults, but with the exemplary be-
haviour they exhibited throughout the afternoon. 
They were the only children asked to attend to 
share their experience and the adults were blown 
away by them.  
Some of our year 6 children took part in a 
Sportshall Athletics competition at Haywards 
Heath College. There were a wide variety of ac-
tivities ranging from traditional events like long 
jump and foam javelin throwing, to more un-
usual ones like vertical jump and over and under 
obstacle relay. We were thrilled to find out that 
The Windmills came first out of the 13 compet-
ing schools. As overall winner, our teams will 
compete in the Sussex finals in April next year. 
Well done to the team—they were just brilliant.  
Year 3 got to experience life like people from the 

stone age. They looked at the jobs they would 
have had all that time ago such as hunter, gath-
erer, or flint knapper, and had to decide what 
they would choose to do and why. 
This term, year 4 have been getting their teeth 
into a very important science topic; getting to 
know their teeth and, most importantly, how to 
take care of them. They did an experiment 
putting eggs in different liquids and seeing what 
effect they have on teeth after a few days. One 
surprise discovery was that orange juice left a 
really nasty stain; people think fruit juice is 
healthy but if we have it we really need to brush 
our teeth well. 
Year 5 enjoyed becoming Vikings for a day. 
They assigned themselves Viking names to use 
and had a Viking packed day, making shields, 
having a rowing race on long boats in the hall, 
writing letters in Viking script, and painting sea 
and landscapes.  
They also were lucky to have a visit from the 
Burgess Hill Fire and Rescue Service for a fire 
safety talk; they were all very excited to see a 
fire engine parked up in the playground, and 
loved having the chance to find out more about 
the equipment and machinery that they use every 
day. The highlight for most of the children was 
having a go on the water hose! 

‘On behalf of The Windmills’  



We are a local family business specialising in  
supporting small businesses including sole traders 

& limited companies. We offer a friendly service 
and no accountancy jargon.  

Please call for further information  
on how we can help you.  

JOHN RUSSELL JOHN RUSSELL   
Car Body Work • MOT Welding  

 Valeting • Competitive Prices 
07971 276126 

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling 

MATHS TUITION  
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS  • Qualified Maths Teacher 

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level 
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Education Specialist 

 07752 186678    Hassocks Based

The Old Flower Field 
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges 
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk.  
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or  
telephone 01273 835696 for details. 

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER 
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate 

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic  
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios, 

concreting and chimney repairs. 
Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288  

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

THE HURSTPIERPOINT NSPCC committee 
held their very popular Quiz in the Bowls club in 
November, and it was a very successful fun 
evening. They had a waiting list as well! 
A very big thank you to everyone who supported 
them, raffle prize donations, Hurst Bowls Club 
bar staff Brian and Tony, the quizmaster Andrew 
and a very big thank you to Dave and his team at 
Crossways for the fish and chip suppers. They re-
ally worked hard to cook so many! 
The grand total of £835 was raised which is an 
excellent amount. 
Thanks a lot, to everyone who came and hope to 
see you next year.                           Jonet Marshall 
 
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE who sup-
ported the Race and Music Quiz night on Friday 
24th November whether buying an advert, spon-
soring a race, owning a horse or joining us for a 
fun evening.  Also thank you to The Hassocks 
again for supporting another one of my fundrais-
ing events.  I'm sure I said the last one was my 
last but as I head towards retirement it may well 
be but I can't promise! 

We raised £2071 for The Honeypot Children’s 
Charity which will be matched by Charity extra 
so £4142 going to this worthwhile cause. 
One big thank you Chris Lambe from The Has-
socks, he is one of a kind. When you do a charity 
event or anything for the community he does not 
get the credit he is owed and the family as well, 
they always support him.   
One big thank you to everyone and what a great 
total Hassocks you are amazing.   

Sharon Saunders 
 
STAR CINEMA  Friday 19th January at the 
Adastra Hall.  January’s film is The Unlikely Pil-
grimage of Harold Fry, starring Jim Broadbent 
and Penelope Wilton... Harold is an ordinary man 
who has passed through life, living on the side 
lines, until he goes to post a letter one day.......and 
just keeps walking. Doors open at 7 pm and the 
film starts at 7.30 pm. Tickets are available on the 
door. Tea, coffee, wine, and the usual popular raf-
fle. 
The Star team look forward to welcoming you.  

 Liz Edmunds



STATION GARAGE 
*  FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY  * 
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED * 
*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

Free Brake Fluid Condition Check 
*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  * 

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  * 
*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  * 

Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings 
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS 

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

 
   

The Foot Nurse
Marie Ioannou MAFHP 

CARING FOR YOUR FEET 

Mobile appointments £28 
Please ring 07565 187009 

SUSSEX PATHFINDERS RAMBLING 
CLUB  It’s probably difficult to remember now, 
but summer seemed to last well into October, 
with warm and sunny days which encouraged 
our members to turn out for the varied and inter-
esting walks devised by our leaders. But sud-
denly the weather changed, the rain turned our 
chalky uplands slippery, and our river valleys 
sticky with mud. Did that mean no more walk-
ing? Of course not! Pathfinders are intrepid ad-
venturers, and great believers in the saying that 
there is no bad weather, only inappropriate cloth-
ing.  
But I know that however inclement the condi-
tions may be, at least some of my fellow 
Pathfinders will assemble, stride out, and enjoy 
the comforting glow that comes from finishing 
the walk and getting back into a warm dry car! 
Our English weather is nothing if not fickle, and 
even in the depths of winter there are often days 
of glorious sunshine, when the absence of foliage 
enables longer views, the cold air is bracing, and 
a flask of coffee provides all the comfort anyone 
can need. So, when the barometer is set fair, I 
look forward to walking and talking with you!  
Our new programme for January through to June 
2024 is now available to read online at www.sus-
sexpathfinders.org.uk. 
Any queries please contact me 
diann.clarke@outlook.com.                  Diann 

HH&D U3A Happy New Year!  Learn about 
your local Hurst, Hassocks & Ditchling u3a.  We 
have around 380 members from our three vil-
lages, and 50 interest groups.  There is an Annual 
membership and most groups are free.  Visit our 
website: www.u3asites.org.uk/hhd/home.  “u3a 
is a cooperative movement, where we all take an 
active part.  u3a is a means of continuing to learn, 
continuing to live, continuing to enjoy life.  
Every day you learn something new, and you 
meet new people, and it’s just a wonderful way 
of stretching out your social network and meet-
ing like-minded people who enjoy doing the 
same things as you.”  Quote by Ann, member of 
Edinburgh u3a.                              Marie Fraser 



HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES 
specialists in treework & hedge cutting 

 

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING 
FOR 20 YEARS 

 

Regular maintenance or one off cuts  
 All tree, hedge & shrub care  

 Planting  Turfing • Fully Insured  
 NPTC Qualified 

 

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY  Happy New 
Year and welcome to our first film of 2024. 
Barbie (Dir. Greta Gerwig), a sunshine-soaked 
film, kicks off the year on the 11th January. 
And yes! It’s about Barbie the Mattel doll! A ri-
otously entertaining candy-coloured confection 
that manages simultaneously to celebrate, 
satirise and deconstruct its (apparently) happy-
plastic subject. 
Some call it a feminist fable and it definitely 
plays on stereotypes, both male and female. You 
will recognise them! It’s very pink. It’s very 
funny. And you know there’s some quite serious 
stuff in there as well. 
Barbie, 12A, (2023). 114 minutes. English. 
Saint Maud (Dir. Rose Glass). We’re turning to 
horror on the 1st February. 
In her directorial debut Rose Glass has created 
a very well-crafted horror film;  a psychodrama 
with astute character observation and strong per-
formances by Morfydd Clark and Jennifer Anne 
Ehle. The film earned a record seventeen nomi-
nations at the British Independent Film Awards 
2020. Film critic Mark Kermode listed it as his 
favourite film of 2020, calling it an “electrifying 
debut”. 
Saint Maud, 15, (2019). 84 minutes. This is a 
horror film and contains sexual and violent 
scenes. English. 
Annual membership for the Ditchling Film So-
ciety runs from the time of joining and gives you 
free entry to 11 films and any extra “Special 
Events”. You can join anytime. Guest entry is 
also available on the door. New offer! Under 25s 
can buy guest tickets for half price. BBFC legal 

age restrictions still apply. 
The films are shown on the first Thursday of the 
month at Ditchling Village Hall.  Doors open at 
7.30 pm and you can buy a glass of good wine 
before the show, which starts at 8 pm. There’s 
plenty of parking next to the village hall. 
For full information go to their website     ditch-
lingfilm.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram 
@ditchlingfilmsoc and Tweet @Ditchlingfilm.              

Ditchling Film Society 
 
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – DITCH-
LING & DISTRICT BRANCH On behalf of 
our President, Mrs Virginia Lewis-Jones, Vice 
President, Mrs Juliet Smith JP, DL, Chair, 
Catharine Robinson and the Branch Committee, 
we would like to thank those Shops and Busi-
nesses in Ditchling, St Margaret’s C of E Pri-
mary School and to Everyone who has 
supported and donated to the 2023 Poppy Ap-
peal. A special thank you also to our wonderful 
Collectors in Ditchling, Streat and Westmeston. 
This year our total has so far reached £4,000 for 
which we are so very grateful. Please accept a 
very heartfelt thank you to all who have given 
so generously. The Branch would like to take 
this opportunity of wishing you all a very 
healthy and successful 2023. 

 Margaret E Bovill. 
  

DEADLINE FOR  
FEBRUARY 2024 ISSUE 
 IS 1ST JANUARY 2024

 

Mid Sussex Flooring 
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate  
We are a family run mobile flooring retailer 

 with over 20 years experience.  
Offering a range of all types of flooring 

 brought to you at your own home or business.  
For a Free Quote or Advice Call 
01273 844739 or 07970 636160  

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk  
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk 



  It’s been a busy few month for Air Ambulance 
Charity Kent Surrey Sussex (KSS).  
We’re here for millions of people across Kent, 
Surrey and Sussex. Every day we respond to 
nine emergency calls on average – giving people 
the best chance of survival and keeping families 
together.   
In July we remembered the dedication and de-
votion of our crew members Graham Budden, 
Mark Darby and Tony Richardson, three incred-
ible men who sadly lost their lives in a helicopter 
accident whilst serving with the charity, 25 years 
ago.   
In a private remembrance ceremony held in July, 
family members, Team KSS colleagues, volun-
teers, and represen-
tatives from other 
emergency services, 
gathered at the 
memorial stone at 
Blue Bell Hill in 
honour of Graham, 
Mark and Tony. 
 This was followed 
by a Memorial Ser-
vice at The Colle-
giate Church of All 
Saints, Maidstone.  
Later in the day, a memorial bench dedicated to 
Graham, Mark and Tony to mark the 25th an-
niversary was unveiled at our Rochester base. 
Memorial plaques dedicated to the three crew 
members were also unveiled at both our 
Rochester and Redhill bases.   
In August a record number of 155 horses and 
riders saddled up for this year’s KSS Ride, rais-
ing £8K to support our work.  
Participants enjoyed beautiful blue skies and a 
scenic eight-mile ride through the scenic Bils-
ington Priory Estate near Ashford.  
During September and October, we held a series 
of four Heli Hikes across Kent, Surrey and Sus-
sex. We welcomed over 700 of our amazing sup-

porters to these events, which raised an incredi-
ble total of £50K to help us continue our life-
saving work.  
In September we celebrated Air Ambulance 
Week by hosting an Emergency Services Family 
Fun Day at Rochester Airport, and marked ten 
years of becoming the first Air Ambulance char-
ity in the country to fly 24/7, 365 days a year, 
enabling us to reach more patients and save 
more lives.  
On 29 September 2013 KSS became the first Air 
Ambulance in the country to provide a 24/7 he-
licopter service all year round when a team flew 
to a patient involved in a road traffic collision 
near Canterbury, treated them and accompanied 

them to hospital.  
Since then, we have 
treated more than 2,000 
patients at night and our 
aircraft have flown ap-
proximately a quarter of 
a million miles at night, 
equivalent to flying 
around the Earth 11 
times or travelling to the 
Moon.  
In October around 17K 
children and adults, 

from across the South East were equipped with 
the confidence and skills to provide life-saving 
CPR to mark national Restart a Heart Day.   
On Monday 16 October, we provided free live-
streamed interactive awareness sessions on what 
to do in an emergency and how to provide CPR 
to someone in cardiac arrest.  
The sessions were live-streamed across plat-
forms, including YouTube, Facebook, Teams 
and Twitter.  
Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sussex 
fights to save lives every single day and Christ-
mas is no exception.  
Last December we were called to 72 road traffic 
collisions, 96 medical emergencies and 60 acci 

NEWS UPDATE FROM AIR AMBULANCE 
CHARITY KENT SURREY SUSSEX



DAVE NEWLYN 
PAINTER, DECORATOR  

& TILER    
Friendly Service  

Over 30 years experience      
 Tel 01273 846648 
                          or 07796 545663 

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES 
Handyman available for :  

 
Electrical & Small Building Repairs 

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,  
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected 

 
35 years experience • Covid precautions taken 

 
To discuss problems & make an appointment 

Call 01273 831237 
or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

Opening Hours 
Monday -  Saturday  

9.00am - 5.30pm 
Contact us on 
01273 843946  

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD 
Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk 

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk 

dental injuries. Traffic accidents along with in-
juries from falls, cuts and burns are higher in De-
cember than at any other time of year. When the 
unexpected does happen, getting our special 
ist critical care teams to you quickly can make all 
the difference.   
We’re proud to be a charity that provides life-sav-
ing care over the festive season. Your help is vital 
in helping us reach those in need faster. Together 
we can give families a chance to share another 
Christmas together.   
Your support keeps us in the air 24/7, 365 days a 
year so we can keep families together when it re-
ally matters.   
Throughout the year, KSS organises a number of 
different fundraising events and, this summer, 
there are lots of opportunities to take part and help 
the life-saving charity raise vital funds. 

      Gavin Sherriff 
 
BRIGHTON CONSORT IN HUSTPIER-
POINT Brighton Consort is a regular visitor to 
Hurstpierpoint, with several performances in Holy 
Trinity Church in recent years. Their next concert 
is entitled “Double or Nothing: Renaissance music 
for double choir”. Of the many fascinating inno-
vations in choral composition that took place dur-
ing the 16th and 17th centuries, one of the most 
striking was the development of music written for 

two separate choirs. In these works, the musical 
lines from the two groups of singers swirl and in-
terweave in quite complex ways, although at times 
they also come together to act like blocks or pil-
lars. In their concert Brighton Consort will present 
music by Allegri, Palestrina, Victoria, Monteverdi 
and others - all written in this compelling way for 
at least eight separate voice parts. 
The event will take place on Saturday 27th Jan-
uary at 3 pm. If you can’t make that date there is 
also a chance to hear the same music in St Paul’s 
Church, West St., Brighton on Sunday 21st Jan-
uary (6 pm).  
Programme details are on the Brighton Consort 
website www.brightonconsort.org.uk/pro-
jects/double-or-nothing/. Tickets can be pur-
chased on the website, or you can ring 01273 
833746 or buy tickets on the door.   

Mike Clemens  
BURGESS HILL CHORAL SOCIETY If you 
fancy a new challenge in 2024 why not give 
Burgess Hill Choral Society a try?  
We are a non-audition choir with an enviable 
record of musical performance. Our members 
come from across Mid Sussex to share their love 
of singing and the friendly atmosphere of our 
weekly rehearsals. The choir caters for a wide 
range of musical tastes both modern and classical 
and we experience the thrill of performing with 
professional soloists and a full orchestra. Find out 
more by at:  
www.burgeshilllchoral.org or come along to one 
of our open rehearsals on 8th January and 15th 
January as our guest. You'll be made very wel-
come.                                                    Jane Leng 



POiNT APPLIANCE CARE 
Specialist in: 

HOTPOINT, CREDA  
& INDESIT 

MOST MAKES OF  
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES  

REPAIRED 

RICHARD WARNER 
01273 844411 or 07885 829455 

richardr2pac@aol.com

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING  
24hour Call Out   *All domestic work undertaken 

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer  
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation 

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing 
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed   

T: 01444 239898     M: 07796 263710 305205

I GOT YOU UNDER MY SKIN I like to think 
that most of us are good neighbours to the wild 
animals we share this planet with. We feed the 
birds, grow flowers in the garden for bees and but-
terflies.  But if wildlife gets too close or, heaven 
forbid, enters our houses we’re reaching for the 
fly spray or a rolled-up newspaper. I get plenty of 
people complaining to me about home-invading 
wildlife as if I’m some sort of envoy for the ani-
mal kingdom. Yet while they moan about clothes 
moths in their wardrobe, I just stand there smiling, 
reassured by the knowledge that these people have 
wildlife living right under their noses. Well, to be 
more precise, right in their noses. 
OK, I warn you now: after reading this article 
some of you will be scouring your face with a 
Brillo pad. But it’s time to face the facts. Your face 
is crawling with animals. You, yes you, have face 
mites. And there’s no ‘might’ about it – research 
has shown that 100% of adults have them. Our 
faces are one big nature reserve for mites: from 
your mountainous nose and skin pore caves to 
your eyelash jungles. In fact, our faces are home 
to two different species. Demodex folliculorum 
thrive in your eyelashes while Demodex brevis 
lurk in your pores. They’re feeding on dead skin 
cells and oils but don’t harm us – a commensal 
parasite.  
Before you run to the bathroom mirror, these guys 
are tiny. I’m not going to lie to you, they’re not 
pretty (unless you think a microscopic 8-legged 
slug is pretty) and under high-powered micro-
scopes they look like something you’d encounter 
in a galaxy far, far away. The egg and larval stages 
last two weeks and you’ll probably be relieved to 

hear that the adults live for just five days and then 
die. And it’s right about here you’ll realise that 
these things are constantly mating on your face. 
You can scrub and scrub, but you can’t wash away 
the hard truth: you’re just a mammal. And like 
dogs, cows, orangutans and meerkats we’re the 
perfect hosts for a range of parasites. 
Personally, I’ve grown quite fond of my little pets 
– despite never being able to see them. When I go 
to bed at night, I imagine Clarence the Demodex, 
climbing from his pore, going for a wander across 
my cheek and hoping to meet a girlfriend. But in-
stead, he meets his nemesis Evil Arthur and a mite 
fight ensues until …well, you get the idea. There 
are hundreds of these little adventures happening 
on your face every night. Sweet dreams.   
Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for 
everyone who cares about nature in Sussex. 
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local peo-
ple for over half a century to make Sussex richer 
in wildlife. 
We rely on the support of our members. Please 
consider joining us. Your membership will help us 
challenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for 
more than 30 nature reserves, and inspire the next 
generation about the wonders of the natural world. 
It’s easy to join online at 
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join.    

Michael Blencowe 



 
 

QUICK RESPONSE 
NO CALLOUT CHARGE 

LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED 
24 HOUR CALLOUT 

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
Call Lucy on 07780 840462 

Store this number on your phone, 
you never know when you will need it. 

 

•L
ucy Locksmith•

BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP 

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals 
 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
For essential foot health maintenance treatments 

 

Nail Cutting • Corns • Callus 
Diabetic Foot Care • Verrucae • Fungal Infections 

 

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement 
 

07400 395535

HASSOCKS WI Meets the 3rd Monday in the 
month at Adastra Hall. 
Doors open 7.30 pm Start 7.45 pm. 
Happy New Year -  Our November meeting and 
December Craft Club was very festive focussed 
making decorations to keep or sell at our LUH 
stall. Sarah from Sarita Prints Joy helped us 
make unique xmas cards. 
January meeting (15th January) is about Reso-
lutions (WI ones) and fun.  This year there are 
four to discuss (full details WI Life).  Every 
member has a vote.  Come along, listen , decide, 
vote.  To round of the evening in a lighter vein 
we will enjoy improvised comedy with Jen. 
We have welcomed lots of new members during 
the year.  All members have given us  ideas and 
suggestions which we are busy incorporating 
into our 2024 programme.  Hopefully, we will 
have finished it for our February meeting which 
is our AGM.  This will be followed by ‘Laugh-
ing Yoga’ (member suggestion).  What a tonic. 
Banish the winter blues come and join us, visi-
tors greatly welcomed  (donation).  View our 
many additional groups and activities on our 
website.- www.wihassocks.org.uk.  Read our 
newsletter detailing the events organised by our 
West Sussex Public Affairs committee for all 
local WIs.  Don’t feel lonely try us out - There 
is always cake! 
NOTE: Craft Club - Monday 8th January at 2 
pm.  Keep Warm.                                     Gerry  
 

THE GILBERT AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY 
OF SUSSEX presents: An Afternoon of Modi-
fied Rapture!  
The Eastbourne Entertainers, featuring Richard 
Woodall, Rebecca Hughes and Russell Able-
white, will be entertaining us with music and hu-
mour from Gilbert and Sullivan and others.   
Sunday 28th January, 2.45 pm.  Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks. 
For tickets which includes refreshments contact 
gandstodaysussex@gmail.com.  

Pennie Ingram 

ADVERTISING SPECIAL OFFER 4 MONTHS FOR THE PRICE OF 3 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE:  www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

ARTICLES & EVENTS FOR THE MAGAZINE CAN BE EMAILED TO: info@villagemagazines.co.uk
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GYM NEWS   
 
Exciting times in the Gym. Nearly 200 children gained their gym-
nastics awards in the Autumn term, with many more just a few 
skills away. These were presented free at the end of term.  
This Spring term will be another busy one, with 100 gymnasts look-
ing to compete in the Arts Competition on Saturday 16th March. 
Competitors will be competing in different age groups at different 
skills. This time it will be Ribbon Pairs, Hoop Solos, Beam Pairs 
and the very popular Sports Acrobatic Sixes. Parents and friends 
will have free entry to spectate the competitors all morning. 
There are a few places left to join the Club, with vacancies on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and particularly in our Pre-school classes 
on Friday afternoons – 1 pm (boys) 1.30 pm (mixed), 2 pm or 2.30 
pm (girls). Our Club offers regular classes at affordable costs with 
fully trained coaches, free awards, two free entry competitions each 
year and subsidised clothing. Three-year-olds from Sayers Com-
mon are offered a free first term. 
For the up-to-date position, please contact us through our website               
www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk.                                       Andrew 

 

  Foil Balloons from £6.00Foil Balloons from £6.00  
Character Balloons from £6.50Character Balloons from £6.50  

Giant Numbers from £10.00Giant Numbers from £10.00    

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti, Serviettes, & moreAlso Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti, Serviettes, & more  
  

*PLEASE NOTE WE CANNOT BLOW UP BALLOONS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED IN OUR SHOP *

HELIUM BALLOONSHELIUM BALLOONS

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks  01273 846978

Pictured is Olivia,  
the Junior winner 

 of the  
Summer Championships.



 
ELITE GARAGE DOORS  

  
 • NEW DOORS 
 • AUTOMATION 
 • REPAIRS 
 • GUARANTEED 

 
TELEPHONE 01273 844122

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge  
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that  

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you! 
Professional, local and friendly service  

All types of work undertaken, inside and out  
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,  

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks, 
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,  

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”  
Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

  HANDY MAN FRIDAY

FOSSIL HUNT BY CHILDREN AT VILLAGE SCHOOL AS THEY CREATE A NEW 
GARDEN A mid Sussex village school is poised to create a garden for its pupils. 
Albourne Church of England primary school’s Year Six students have been given much of the equip-
ment they need in a donation from Sussex-based charity The Budding Foundation. It works to sup-
port children and young families in need across the county. 
Founder Clive Gravett arranged the donation with South Downs Nurseries in Hassocks, a Tates of 
Sussex garden centre. “It was a delight to help this small village school with its project to promote 
horticulture to its oldest pupils”, said Clive.  
Staff, parents and the children hope to develop the garden very soon to incorporate the donated 
raised beds and planters, and to complete an archaeological dig in the search for fossils.  
Corrine Large from the school’s PTA collected the donation from Clive Gravett at South Downs 
Nurseries.  



 
 
THE BEACON PARISH - Services of Morning 
Worship (family services) 10 am at St Margarets, 
Ditchling at 10 am on 7th, 14th & 28th and at 
Streat Church on 21st. 
Holy Communion on Wednesdays at 10 am at St 
Margarets Church, Ditchling. 
Coffee, Chat & Play Thursday mornings in the Em-
manuel Centre South Street Ditchling from 10 am.  
Always check www.beaconparish.co.uk. 
16-25 GROUP - New group that is designed as a 
Christian social group for those aged 16 – 25 we 
will be going out and socialising together once a 
month on the first Saturday of each month our 
next meeting is Saturday 2nd December, please 
check out our website for more information 
www.claytonwithKeymer.org.uk 
BABY & TODDLER GROUP - A group for play 
and chat with coffee & cake. Held every Thursday 
in The Emmanuel Centre South Street Ditchling 
from 10 am to 11.30 am term time. 
BBT - Hassocks (Bumps, Babies and Toddlers) - 
St Francis Church, Priory Road, Hassocks. Thurs-
days 1 to 2.30 pm. A group for play and chat. 
COFFEE & CHAT – Emmanuel Centre, South 
Street, Ditchling.  Thursday mornings from 10 am 
– 11.30 am. 
DITCHLING MORRIS - We practise Thursday 
evenings in United reformed Church Hall on 
Thursdays at 7.30 pm. Pop in if you feel like join-
ing. 
DITCHLING YODAH YOUTH GROUP - Open to 
those young people in school year 6 – 11 we meet 
at The Emmanuel Centre 24 South Street, Ditch-
ling on a Tuesday evening 6.30 pm to 8 pm. 
Pool, table tennis, games consoles and lots of ac-
tivities finishing with circle time and prayers 

HASSOCKS FOOD BANK - Open to anyone in 
need of support. Held in Powell House (next to 
United Reformed Church), Hassocks. 10 am to 12 
noon. Every Monday and Friday. Donations can be 
dropped to Bella and Megs, Mansell McTaggart & 
Budgens in Hassocks 
HASSOCKS PHILOSOPHICAL FORUM Purple 
Carrot Cafe, Hassocks first sunday of the month 
except January. 2 pm. All welcome. 
HEARTS OF SUSSEX BRIDGE CLUB - Tuesdays 
at Age Concern Hassocks as well as Mondays on-
line.  For details see www.hsobcbridgeclub.co.uk or 
email hsobcadmin@hsobridgeclub.co.uk 
HUG IN A MUG - A coffee (and cake!) morning for 
all.  Held at St Cosmas and St Damian Church Hall, 
Keymer every Monday at 10.30 am and at Clayton 
Church Hall, Clayton every Tuesday at 10.30 am. 
IRISH SET DANCING  (Not River Dance!) The 
Hassocks Pub, Station Approach East, Hassocks.  
Most Mondays 7-10 pm.  Phone 07802 847234 
for more info.  First session free. 
KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB Mondays  15th & 
29th January We meet from 7.30 at the URC 
Hall, Hassocks, www.keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk 
SUSSEX FLY DRESSERS GUILD Clayton Village 
Hall, Thursdays 7 - 9 pm. Beginners to Advanced 
sussexflydressersguild.org.uk. 
TOAST CLUB - Powell House (next to United Re- 
formed Church) Hassocks. Mondays (term time 
only) 3 to 5 pm. for School Years 7 to 11. Pool, 
table football, uno, Wii Console and toast. 
UKRAINIAN FAMILIES COFFEE MORNING - 
Guide Hut, Hurstpierpoint. Thursdays 10.45 am - 
12.45 pm followed by English lessons at 1 pm 
YOUTH GROUP St Francis Church, Priory Rd, 
Hassocks. Thurs 5 pm - 6.30 pm Sch Years 4 - 6 
& 7 pm - 8.30 pm Sch Years 7 - 13. (Term time ). 
Lead activities plus pool, table football etc. 

Whats On in  
January

Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes and/or events to  
PUBLISH FREE in this section. Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to  

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.   
For more information call 01273 846978. 

Regular Events 



Daily Events  
 
 
28th Dec - 6th Jan HURSTPIERPOINT PLAYERS 
Players Theatre, Hurstpierpoint various perform-
ances.   Panto time ‘Red Riding Hood’  Tickets 
www.hurstplayers.co.uk. 
2nd  DITCHLING DOWNS WI Ditchling Village 
Hall 7 pm. ‘The World’s Worst orchestra’ David 
Bramwell. 
4th MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Court Bushes 
Community Centre, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint 
2 pm - 4 pm. Know Dementia, Education, Advice 
& Support. To book call 01273 494300. 
6th HURST VILLAGE MARKET, New Inn, Hurst-
pierpoint 10 am to 1 pm. Sussex Products and 
Gifts. 
6th 16-25 GROUP - New group that is designed 
as a Christian social group for those aged 16 – 25 
going out and socialising together once a month 
more info. www.claytonwithkeymer.org.uk 
6th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Knepp Estate. 
5 miles.  More info www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk  
7th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Washington. 
10 miles.  More info www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk  
7th DITCHLING SINGERS Old Meeting House, 
Ditchling 4 - 6 pm. New singers most welcome. 
8th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm. 
Craft Club. Visitors welcome. 
8th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Cakes & Ale’ Janet Penning-
ton. 
8th THE GROUP The Railway Pub, Station Road, 
Burgess Hill. 7.30 pm. A club for the over 55 
unattached.  www.thegroup.org.uk. 
9th HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY Hurstpierpoint Village Centre 7.45 pm.  ‘The 
Growing Network - Concept & Experience so far’ 
JulieUlbricht & Jo Murphey followed by a New 
Year Social. 
9th THE GROWING NETWORK Hurstpierpoint 
Village Centre 7.45 pm.  Will be visiting Hurstpier-
point Horticultural Society. 

9th MUSKRAT RAMBLERS, Hassocks Hotel, Sta-
tion Approach East, doors open 11.45 am for 12 
pm start. Great Food, Great Jazz & Great Com-
pany.  A set lunch included in the entrance fee. Call 
01444 235986 or 01444 235639 to book. 
10th BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has- 
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.  
11th DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Ditchling Village 
Hall 7.30 pm. Film - Barbie Cert 12A. 
12th HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A 
United Reformed Church, Keymer Road. 2 pm.  ‘All 
you need to know about Power of Attorney & Wills 
with solicitor Fiona Dodd.  Open to all u3a mem-
bers. 
12th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.45 pm. 
www.midsussexars.org.uk. ‘Portable Power, The 
Problems & Solutions’ G4UDU.  All welcome. 
13th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Buchan 
Country Park. 5 miles.  More info www.sussex-
pathfinders.org.uk  
13th SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Westmeston Parish 
Hall 10 am - 4 pm.  Like minded makers spend the 
day doing a hobby they love.  To  book sus-
sexsewingclub@gmail.com. 
13th MESSY CHURCH URC Church 9.30 am. Meet 
for breakfast and crafts with a story. 
14th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10.30 am Firle Bea-
con. 8 miles.  Info www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk  
15th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7.30 
pm. Resolutions and ‘whiling Away a Winter 
Evening’. Visitors welcome. 
16th DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION Ditch-
ling Village Hall 9.45 - 11 am. Coffee morning 
hosted by 1st Ditchling Scouts. All welcome. 
18th MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. Know Dementia, 
Education, Advice & Support. To book call 01273 
494300. 
19th STAR CINEMA  Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7 
pm.  Film - ‘The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry’.  
Tickets available on the door. 

  
In an emergency please dial 999 to access them:  

SAYERS COMMON COMMUNITY SHOP, London Road, Sayers Common 
VILLAGE CENTRE LIBRARY ENTRANCE, Trinity Rd, Hurstpierpoint, 40 High St, Hurstpierpoint 

BOWLING CLUB, South Avenue, Hurstpierpoint 
COURT BUSHES COMMUNITY HUB, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint 

FAIRFIELD RECREATION GROUND, Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint 

HURSTPIERPOINT & SAYERS COMMON DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS



20th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Pulborough 
Brooks. 5.5 miles.  More info www.sussexpathfind-
ers.org.uk  
20th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Beacon 
Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks KO 3 pm.  
(Mens) The Robins take on Little Common.  Bar & 
Food available. Free entry to kids 16 & under. 
21st DITCHLING SINGERS Keymer Church Hall 4 
- 6 pm. New singers most welcome. 
22nd HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘What’s in a View?’ Bill Avenell 
24th BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has- 
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.  
25th POLICE BEAT SURGERY Parish Centre, 
Adastra Park, Hassocks 11 am - 1 pm. Come along 
to get crime prevention and advice on neighbour-
hood issues. 
25th LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SURGERY HAS-
SOCKS Parish Council Offices Committee Room 
11 am -  12 pm.  Kirsty Lord, Sue Hatton, Kristian 
Berggreen & Chris Hobbs.  No appt necessary. 
26th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.45 pm. 
www.midsussexars.org.uk. ‘Nag and Natter Night’  
All welcome. 
26th HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A 
Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm. ‘Birds of Paradise’ 
Ray Hale. All welcome, refreshments, small en-
trance fee. 

26th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide Hall, Trinity Road, 
Hurstpierpoint 7.45 pm 8 pm  ‘The Rise of the 
Modern Musical - from Oklahoma to Phantom of 
the Opera’  Illustrated talk by Ian Gledhill. Visitors 
welcome. 
27th REPAIR CAFE Age Concern Centre, Has-
socks, 9.30 -11.30 am. Bring items for repair more 
info call 01273 040110 or 
www.hkdtransition.org.uk. 
27th HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET Age Concern 
Car Park, 9 am - 1 pm. Local produce, bread, honey, 
cheese, wine, veg etc. 
27th THE CHURCH PLAYERS St Francis Church 
Hall 2.30 pm - 7.30 pm.  ‘Who Killed the Graffiti 
Artist’.  Tickets 01273 846853. 
21st BRIGHTON CONSORT Holy Trinity Church, 
Hurstpierpiont 3 pm.  ‘Double or Nothing: Renais-
sance Music for Double Choir’  Tickets 01273 
833746. 
28th GILBERT & SULLIVAN  Adastra Hall, Has-
socks.   2.45 pm.  ‘An afternoon of Modified Rap-
ture!  Richard Woodall, Rebecca Hughes & Russell 
Ablewhite entertain with Music & humour.  Tickets 
gandstodaysussex@gmail.com. 
28th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Seaford. 6 
miles.  More info www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk  
29th CAMEO Keymer Church Hall 2 pm - 4 pm. 
Open to all - come and enjoy an enjoyable after-
noon over a cup of tea. 





STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

I was speaking to a lady the other day who lives in a small village in Essex whose Parish Council does its level best to try and 
make sure it doesn't become overpopulated and keep the village atmosphere.  Here in Hassocks we seem to be at the mercy 
of any company that wants to build anything, anywhere.  We all know that National Tyres is an eyesore that eventually will 
have to be replaced with something a little more pleasing to the eye. Now, just a few 100 yards up the road opposite Adastra 
Park, a new housing estate is planned under the guise of retirement homes, apparently the owners of numbers 68 and 70 
have sold the land at the back of their houses for redevelopment. What isn't clear is are the two houses to remain or will 
they be demolished to make way for this supposed estate of retirement homes which probably are once again aimed at the 
higher end of the market. I can't see them being able to do this without demolishing them. The gardens at the back go all 
the way back to Dale Ave that's not going to be a nice outlook for those homes on the left going up and what about the in-
crease in traffic coming out onto the already very busy Keymer Road.  I can see lots of people thinking good a nice retirement 
home for when I get old, I bet this has got nothing to do with retiring but everything to do with the building top end homes, 
there will be no social homes here that's for sure. 
I expect next years Light Up Hassocks will be renamed Light Up Half of Hassocks because the event stopped at Grand 
Avenue with nothing going on beyond that point. It was a total waste of time for a lot of shops that stayed open to support 
it and we want to support it, but it is a double edged sword - the organisers should make sure the whole of the High Street 
is used not just half, I'm pretty sure next year a lot of shops will think twice before staying open later for nothing. It did used 
to be called Late Night Shopping for a reason so people could rediscover the shops that they haven't visited for a while. 
I had call from a lady (thanks Mads) to say she'd seen a dead fox by the side of the road on Ockley Lane a much busier road 
now thanks to the new estate. I hate leaving them so I do my best to pick them up, when I got to this one I was just amazed 
at the beautiful condition it was in most wild foxes can look a bit ropey, but this one was just the perfect example of a wild 
fox hardly an injury on him someone, somewhere must have been feeding him a good diet, so sad he ran out of luck on that 
road. Normally I put them in a body bag but I couldn't bring myself to put him in a bag I just carried him to the back of the 
car and laid him out on a blanket then later in the evening I carried him out to a remote space in the countryside to rewild 
him so he could naturally go back to nature. 
Those two Alsatians that were tided up to a tree have now been rehomed and are very happy, no news yet though on who it 
was who so cruelly abandoned them to die. 
I've had some correspondence regarding these planters, cycle care and pedestrian crossing but I'll bring you up to speed 
with all that next year in the meantime have a very Happy Christmas and New Year, I'm sure there will be lots to talk about 
in the Talk About in 2024. 

Love from Steve and all my beautiful furry friends 

 To advertise in this magazine visit www.villagemagazines.co.ukTo advertise in this magazine visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk

  David J David J   
    StevensStevens  

      Property Maintenance      Property Maintenance  
  
  
  
        Feel free to contact meFeel free to contact me  
          07593 792418 07593 792418   
          djstevens1973@gmail.comdjstevens1973@gmail.com

I AM A SKILLED  
LOCAL BUILDER, BASED 

IN YOUR AREA.    

 

  I specialise in various areas  
  including: 

 
 • Brickwork  • Re-pointing     
 • Patio repairs  
 • Fixing toppled brickwork & walls       
 • Guttering & downpipes  

 

As well as expert decorating services.   
 

I am more than happy to provide  
you with references from satisfied  
customers right here in your area. 
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