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* Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?
. IS'your’ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs
< {syour CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?
* Are your GUTTERS Leaking?

We hayve been trading locally since 1976

Please cathus-if you require a EREE estimate
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Driven, loyal & hard working company who do
everything by the books & work to a high standard.
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HELIUM BALLOONS

Foil Balloons %) & (,\
from £6.00 & | ,% :

Character Balloons > 25
, from £6.50 2 )

Giant Numbers from £10.00
Latex, Walking & Super Shape Balloons available

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti, Serviettes, & more

*PLEASE NOTE WE CANNOT BLOW UP BALLOONS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED IN OUR SHOP *

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks 01273 846978




EST 1968

HURSTPIERPOINT

www. LAWN MOWER SERVICES,uk

Ride-on Lawnmowers, Lawnmowers,
Strimmers, Chainsaws, Hedgecutters,Leaf
Blowers & much more.

We are your local CO3RA & Masport dealer.

Martin@lawnmowerservices.uk

07719 303299 [

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

L3

Harnessing Energy Limited

Power create®
YOUR LOCAL, INDEPENDENT SOLAR PV SPECIALIST
Are you interested in exploring the many benefits of
Solar PV and Battery Storage for you and your property?
If so give us a call/drop us an email
and we will help you see the light.
Telephone Number - 01444 232128

Email: enquiries@harnessingenergy.co.uk

Ist Hassocks Guides at their first camp in Bishopstone in 1924
the year they were formed.

Please see article on the following pages for more information.
Photos supplied by Leon.

DID MOU KNOW 77

Mou cam vow read the Hassocks Talk About ne Village Voice ovline?
www.villagemagazines.co.uk




BARRY NEWMAN
GARDEN AND FENCING SERVICES

No Job Too Small est. 1984
01273 845063

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING

24hour Call Out  *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer

*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed e

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing
T: 01444 239898  M: 07796 263710 305205

1ST HASSOCKS GUIDES’
BEST BIRTHDAY PRESENT, EVER!

Christmas and birthdays are usually times for pre-
sent giving and we wonder what readers would
name as their “favourite gift” of 2023? This
month, the only Guide unit in Hassocks will be cel-
ebrating its 100th birthday and its 17 members will
be celebrating this special occasion in several
ways, as mentioned in last month’s Talk About.
However, back in the 1920s, they did not even
have a base in which to meet: that is until they were
given something quite astonishing.

Girlguiding was born in May 1910 when, after see-
ing what Baden-Powell had created for the Scouts
three years earlier, the demand went up for “some-
thing for the girls”. Units began to be set up all
over the country and 1st Hassocks Guides was
formed on st February 1924. They met in the gar-
den of their Guide Captain, a Miss Gillet, who
lived at Ravenswood, a large house at the top of
Semley Road.

Imagine the group’s utter amazement and jubila-
tion when their Captain’s father, Walter Gillet, a
local JP, soon generously gave the unit a piece of
land at the bottom of his garden. The space would
enable them to have a permanent base built and
still leave enough room around it for the group to
enjoy outdoor activities: an absolutely magnificent
gesture.

The girls originally set about raising money to

POINT APPLIANCE CARE

e Specialist in:
HOTPOINT, CREDA
& INDESIT
A N MOST MAKES OF
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES
REPAIRED

RICHARD WARNER
01273 844411 or 07885 829455

richardr2pac@aol.com

1st Hassocks Guide leaders in 1927

build a small HQ but then they heard of a lady in
Lindfield who had a “Norwegian room” attached
to her house. She offered the building to the Guides
if it could be dismantled and relocated. The cost of
taking it down, transporting it, installing it on the
Semley Road site and extending it was £118 7s 9d.
The money was found, kind people gave their
skills to adapt the construction for the unit’s pur-
poses and a grand opening was held to celebrate its
completion.

The building that stands there today is that same
Norwegian room with some useful additions. In
1953 a Sunday School started to use the building
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V QUICK RESPONSE 6
NO CALLOUT CHARGE  ®
LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED
24 HOUR CALLOUT
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Call Lucy on 07780 840462

Store this number on your phone,
you never know when you will need it.

Checkatrade

e PO LS8

Camp life in 1927

and from 1959 - 1969 it was the first home of St
Francis Church. In the late 1970s an extension was
built adding another room, a camp store, toilet fa-
cilities and a kitchen with hot and cold water.

Miss Gillet and her Guides would be surprised to
see the original building still there today as it was
thought to have a lifespan of 20 years. They would
be pleased that Guides, Brownies and Rainbows
are still enjoying its much-improved facilities and
still having great adventures thanks to Mr Gillet’s
amazing, thoughtful and most generous gift all
those years ago. Equally, Miss Gillet and her
Guides would be amazed at the way Girlguiding
itself has changed over the past 100 years offering

) HANDYMANFRIDAY j

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don't have time to take on all those jobs that
need doing? Don't worry.... I'm here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service
All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,
curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,
carpentry and much, much more. “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com
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a BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 3

Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP '
Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER e
For essential foot health maintenance treatments
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Nail Cutting * Corns ¢ Callus o
' Diabetic Foot Care * Verrucae ¢ Fungal Infectlons

D

"» Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement

07400 395535 0
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activities which reflect the
lives today’s girls want to
lead, demonstrating that
. every opportunity is open to
& 21st century young women.
Girlguiding in Hassocks
| would like to recruit more
¥ leaders so that even more
% Hassocks girls can share 1ts

)

&

g and, as well as needing new
leaders, several other posts are available such as
unit helpers, administration assistants and a hall
hire manager. A warm welcome is assured as is fun
and friendship together with the reward of joining
the ranks of the many other volunteers in Hassocks
who make the village the special place it is.
Do get in touch for an informal chat:
beaconguidingdc@gmail.com if you think you
can support Girlguiding in Hassocks and mean-
while, “Happy 100th Birthday, 1st Hassocks
Guides!”
Pennie and Dawn, Leaders, with huge thanks
to Clare Brittain for the historical research
into Hassocks Guide Hall

OCDAUTOSPA

MOBILE CAR WASH

Based in Hassocks ¢ Fully Insured
I have my own power & water supply
Call me for a quote

07912421814

www.ocdautospa.co.uk




Q‘ 01273 843300
07788 713954
MD GARDEN
CONTRACTING Fully Insured
DRIVEWAYS FENCING
BLOCK PRVING TURFING
LAWN MOWING PONDS
DECKING GROUND WORKS
BRICKWORK GENERAL MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL
Wasps ® Moles ® Mice ~ "
Rats e Squirrels
Fleas ® Ants -
Flies >

trap moles.
No mole

No fee!

HASSOCKS WI Meets 3rd Monday in the
month at Adastra Hall

Doors open 7.30 pm Evening starts 7.45 pm.
Reflecting on our stand at the LUH event, it was
very hard work, bitterly cold and although we had
lots of lovely cakes and Xmas items our stand felt
quite isolated and dark. We will re-consider sup-
porting it for 2024 . There are other fundraising
opportunities which may be preferable.

We enjoyed a good Xmas party, the food was de-
licious, thank you everyone who helped. And the
entertainment, Mags and Ally, we will view Cin-
derella in a new light. Doreen, star of the choir.
Well done to all.

Unfortunately, January Craft Club had to be can-
celled as the room was unavailable. We may con-
sider choosing another day when the Craft Club
falls on a Bank Holiday. February Craft Club is
Monday Sth February 2 pm Committee room.
All welcome.

As you know we have had the pleasure of many
new members in 2023 and I feel it is very impor-
tant to make everyone feel welcome at our meet-
ings. Invite a new person to sit with you,

introduce her to your mates, chat, eat cake, make
a friend.

Our February meeting is our AGM, come along
hear what we did in 2023, and aim to enjoy in
2024 if we have finalised the programme, possi-
bly vote for a new president. Who knows. We
will round off the evening with ‘Laughing Yoga’
which sounds very intriguing and beneficial.
Come along, visitors welcome (donation), don’t
feel lonely try us out. Ifin doubt, there is always
cake. Gerry

CHURCHES TOGETHER It was a great joy
to see so many people attending all our Church
services over Christmas. The Carol Service at
Keymer raised a magnificent collection of
£546.00 for Leo House Children’s Hospice in
Brighton.
We once again had a very successful Boxing Day
party for those who were on their own.
Thank you to all who organised this or who pro-
vided food and gifts for all our guests. We wish
you all a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2024.
Juliet Strange

Counselling at The Garden Rooms

A safe therapeutic offering in
Hassocks, where you can explore
difficult feelings without judgement.

Contact Emma
07866 682691

emma@thegardenroomshassocks.co.uk

ELITE GARAGE DOORS

* NEW DOORS

* AUTOMATION
* REPAIRS

* GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122




CAN YOU HELP?

We have a few areas left which we need covering so if you think

you can help please give us a call or email us.
(the amount in the brackets is roughly the amount to be delivered in the specific area)

DITCHLING

Lewes Road (East) from East End Lane to Spatham Lane
From Amberley-Appledore inc Nye Lane (not Shirleys or Nye Barn) (3 3)
Westmeston and Part of Underhill Lane (55)

HURSTPIERPOINT

Hassocks Road (82), Tott Hill (9), Halton Shaws (7), Aberton Fields (7)

St Georges Lane (23), St Georges Place (30), St Georges Court (6)
Holy Trinity Church to The Horse inc. Policemans Lane & Churchfields (59)
High Street (145), Trinity Road (36),

Willow \X/ay, inc. Willow Close, Willow Gardens & Blackthorns (21 3)
College Lane inc. Hurst Wickham Close, College Place, Lynton Close & Wolstonbury Close (] 94)

| "4 If you think you can help

give us a call on

273 846978

| or email
£ info@villagemagazines.co.uk




Fully insured
Free estimates

J Lee Trees ‘I;]

Hurstpierpoint based, offering a professional
tree care service throughout Mid Sussex.

Citygg

rY. Guilds
% NPTC
Qualified

Justin Lee (AA Tech Cert)
tel: 01273 831339 mob: 07947 564119

O

www.jleetrees.com email: info@jleetrees.com

Kitchen Carousel Ltd

To re-new or refurbish that is the question!
We Design, Manufacture & Fit Beautiful Kitchens!
Website: kitchencarousel.co.uk
Email: info@kitchencarousel.co.uk
Call me Stephen Hamilton
for a chat about your kitchen:

Mobile: 07565 722055
Workshop visit by appointment:

Unit 13/14 SM Tidy Industrial Estate
Ditchling Common, Hassocks West Sussex, BN6 85G

THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING
STREAT & WESTMESTON Our Sunday ser-
vices for February are as follows:

Sundays 4th and 11th February - Ditchling at 10
am - Morning Prayer with Holy Communion.
Youngsters can enjoy a Little Beacons session on
both of these dates.

On Sunday 18th February we’ll be at Westmeston
at 10 am for Morning Prayer with Holy Commu-
nion

Sunday 25th February - Ditchling at 10 am for an-
other of our popular All age Family Services with
Holy Communion.

Our mid-week service of Holy Community takes
place each Wednesday of the month in Ditchling
and, on Wednesday 7th February, will be our Ash
Wednesday service at the start of Lent.

Our Sunday services are full of music and song
and, if you enjoy singing, why not join us on
Wednesday 7th February in Ditchling at 6 pm for
our informal SING! session? Come and learn some
new songs, enjoy some old favourites and make
some new friends too.

We’d love to see you at any of our services. You

IAN THOMPSON

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER
Gas Safe Registered

can also watch our Ditchling Sunday services on-
line via the Beacon Parish website www.beacon-
parish.co.uk where you will also find any changes
to the information given above.

Sherrian Guest

Tel. HASSOCKS 844865 Mobile: 07785 717464

Karen Butterfill mssch Mbcha
CHIROPODY - PODIATRY

Home Visits « HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB The Keymer
Folk Dance Club continues its Spring term dances
with meeting on Mondays Sth and 19th Febru-
ary at the URC Church Hall, Hassocks. Each meet-
ing starts at 7.30 pm. Every dance is taught.
On Monday 4th March we welcome Keith Calver
as our caller. Keith called for us in October and we
had a splendid evening.
On 9th March, Sean Goddard, will receive the En-
glish Folk Dance and Song Society’s Gold Badge
Award at a special event at the Adastra Hall. Sean
is currently the chair of the club, and well known
as a barn dance caller. The programme for the day
is still being finalised, but Sean says it will contain
performances by The Copper Family from Rot-
tingdean, The Chanctonbury Ring Morris Men, and
music for the evening Barn Dance by the Keymer
Ocassionals.
Further details can be found on the club’s Web-
site: www.keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk.

Sean Goddard

BURGESS HILL HORTICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY. Wednesday 7th February Illustrated talk
with a representative of ‘Froglife’ - a wildlife char-
ity dedicated to the conservation of amphibians and
reptiles. All welcome! Cyprus Hall, 7.45 pm, (doors
open 7.15 pm). Admission: Members free and vis-
itors small fee.
www.burgesshillhorticulturalsociety.com.

Flo Whitaker



Kevin Jerrey

Interior & Exterior Decorating
*Over 30 years experience ¢ Advanced City & Guilds_i_’

1L 01273844213 _'

AN EXCITING NEW PLAN TO MANAGE
LODGE HILL, including action to nurture its
rare animals and plants, reintroduction of live-
stock and proposals to create two new ponds, has
been adopted by owners the Turner-Dumbrell
Foundation.

The five-year plan was drawn up by Dolphin Eco-
logical Surveys after a study of the flora and
fauna on the site, with the work funded by the
South Downs National Park Authority (SDNPA).
The report identified a range of protected and des-
ignated animal and plant species and the manage-
ment plan, which covers Lodge Hill and its
neighbouring fields, sets out measures to nurture
them and enhance the overall biodiversity of the
site.

One of the priorities is to reduce the bracken and
brambles, which are threatening to overwhelm
parts of the site, and to help with this livestock
will be reintroduced to graze on Lodge Hill.

The report also notes that the lower slopes of
Lodge Hill have a drainage problem with deep
mud affecting accessibility, particularly in the
winter months, and it suggests that new two
ponds could help to solve this issue.

The report and management plan will be given a
public launch at an event at the Ditchling Village
Hall on Saturday 24th February from 2 pm to 4
pm, which will include a presentation by local
wildlife expert Michael Blencowe.

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
HCPC REGISTERED

Joanna Turns
Nicola White
Julie Marshall

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel: (01273) 843780

01273 846 823

established since 2001

Family Run Business

Sussex
Fully Insured

Services Free Quotes

wwwsussexhandyman.co.uk
Trustees will be on hand to answer any questions
you may have and there will also be representa-
tives from other local groups supported by the
Foundation.
The Turner-Dumbrell Foundation is a Ditchling-
based charity that owns Lodge Hill, its neighbour-
ing fields, the site of the village orchard and the
workshops in North End. It was set up 40 years
ago with two main aims: to provide grants to sup-
port local good causes and to ensure local people
have access to the local countryside. More infor-
mation about the Turner-Dumbrell Foundation is
available here.
If you would like to see the full report by Dolphin
Ecological Surveys, it can be downloaded from
the Latest News section of our website:
turner-dumbrell.org.uk. The Secretary

BOWLEY FUNERAL
SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

LT10y

7
T,
SAIF

Golden Charﬁr
Funeral Plans

Pre paid Funeral Plans

30 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West
Sussex BN6 8AN Tel: 01273 841711
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PC Problems?

...we come to you

* New Computers

* Laptop Setup

e Wireless Setup

e Printer Setup

e Servicing & Clean up

¢ Computer Repairs
e Hardware Upgrades
e Software Issues
*Data Recovery
e Virus & Malware
Removal
* Networking

| 07771588 577

rob@rhaskins.co.uk

HEBER OPERA celebrates its 35th year! In
1989 Heber Opera staged its first production, The
Rape of Lucretia, in what was then The Gardener
Arts Centre at the University of Sussex. Many
productions later, Heber Opera continues to bring
operatic performances to community spaces
around Sussex, and has adopted Hurstpierpoint
as its regular rehearsal home, a space that has also
become its best supported production venue.
The company strives to remove those (inaccurate)
myths that opera is ‘difficult’ or ‘elitist’ by
singing in English and performing in the round -
which means Heber can stage shows without the
need for traditional theatres.

Heber Opera is a self funded group, and raising
money through various musical and other events
is essential for the staging of full operatic produc-
tions. Over the Christmas period 2023, the group
sang three times in Brighton’s Royal Pavilion as
well as seven late night carol singing events on
Horsted Keynes station for the Bluebell Railway
Golden Arrow Pullman trains.

Now resting their voices for a few weeks, Heber’s
first rehearsal of 2024 will be in Hurstpierpoint

The Home & Garden Guy

Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between
Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call lvan today for a free quote
Mobile: 07814 598539
Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

Village Centre on Sunday 4th February at 7.30
pm. As a versatile and dynamic group, the first
rehearsals will concentrate on a song cycle by a
well-known local composer Nick Bicat in prepa-
ration for making a first recording of the music
in March. In May there is the opportunity to be
part of Brighton Festival Fringe (still to be con-
firmed), the Hurst Festival in September.
All the 2024 events will build Heber Opera’s re-
serves for their next full opera production in
2025, and the group would love to see more local
singers coming along to participate. This year is
an ideal opportunity for those new to opera to join
and enjoy singing without going directly to learn-
ing a full show. There is no obligation to join im-
mediately, and no cost to coming and sampling a
Heber Opera rehearsal before deciding!
To find out more about singing, being part of
Heber’s back stage crew, to join our supporters
mailing list, offer sponsorship or musical oppor-
tunities to Heber Opera, please get in touch.
jenny@heberopera.co.uk or 07770 962811.
Jenny Hawkes

® R 1:1 Dog Grooming Services
° ® City & Guilds Qualified
@ Hassocks Based & Fully Insured
"POLISHED Tel: 07784 778492
'2_\.” S Email: polished.paws@yahoo.com
SAFE EAR WAX REMOVAL
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME

Please contact Laura 07521 4712779

auralwaxclear@gmail.com

 JB FENCING )

ALL TYPES OF FENCING & GATES

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed

Sheds and Bases

No job too small

Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

\_ Mobile 07713 132489 /




A PANTO MESSAGE FOR THE NEW YEAR
Yes, it is that time of year, when the last vestiges of
Christmas silliness erupt in the cheering, booing
and general mayhem of seasonal pantomime. Here
we are in a familiar, fairy-tale, topsy-turvy world
where nothing is quite what it seems; a world of
miracles and surprises, tragedy and comedy, which
whirls us breathlessly along till we are almost
falling off the edge of our seats. Yet, if we have
been to the panto before, we cling to the hope that
all will be well, desperately trusting that no matter
how awful the ogre or the wicked witch, no matter
how hopeless the case of the young lovers, or the
abandoned children, everyone will get their just
deserts in the end and rags will turn to riches. Pan-
tomime evolved from the Italian Commedia del-
I’Arte in the 18th century and the figures of
Harlequin and Pantaloon, themselves derived from
earlier, medieval characters, first appeared on the
London stage in productions bursting with visions
of Greek and Roman divinities, dramatic stunts,
and satirical knock-about. A century later, the an-
cient gods went out and in came Mother Goose,
Cinderella, Puss in Boots and Aladdin, while the
theatrical effects became ever more sophisticated.
Victorian Music Halls put on rowdy versions for
the masses while in the West End Theatres you
could find the same stories, tastefully adapted for a

Double Glazing

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - Roofline

01444 2460051

www_keymerdoubleglazing co uk

more discerning audience. Genteel pantomime
came with dazzling costumes and scenery and top
class singing and dancing. No self-respecting Gai-
ety Girl could be seen looking less than her best,
so in a vintage production of Cinderella, Mabel
Russell, (a stage star who later retired to Ditchling),
played one of two very pretty ‘Ugly Sisters’, which
was a serious aesthetic lapse. After the Great War,
pantomime went out of fashion for a time before
making a come-back as a show for children, and
today the magic, thanks to digital technology, is lit-
erally out of this world. So why am I talking about
all this? Well, because I, for one, have always been
a bit of a snob about pantomimes, and it is only re-
cently that I have taken the time to delve a little
into the history of what is a most interesting insti-
tution. Upon reflection, I admit that I have been
over-hasty in my judgement; that there is more to
pantomime than meets the eye, and that amidst the
rouge and the tinsel and the whoopee-cushion hu-
mour of it all, are hidden messages which we might
do well to heed. (And no, Disneyworld, the mes-
sage is not that if you are nice to frogs and ugly old
crones, you will win the lottery and ‘Strictly Come
Dancing’ and marry the Hunk the Year!) The Fairy
Tales which feature in pantomimes are deeply sub-
versive things. (The Beautiful Step-Mother is al-
ways a witch; the dusty lamp is a treasure; the
youngest son inherits the kingdom; gingerbread is
poison.) They ask us to look deeply. Question ev-
erything. A while back, a friend introduced me to
a remarkable book called ‘The Lost Language of
Symbols’ and in this book, I learned that the legend
of Cinderella, for example, is as old as remembered
time. There are recognisable elements of the tale in
every culture, from India to Ancient Egypt, from
Russia to South America. The version familiar to

P.R. ROOFING LTD

(Established 1989)

* GRP Fibre Glass Roofs

* Flat Roofs

* EPDM Rubber Roofs

* Chimney Repairs & Pointing

* Tiling, Slating

* Moss Removal

* uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

01273 843576 or 07710 947646




Seasonal Garden Tidies
Regular Maintenance Packages
Large Garden Specialists
Planting - Pruning- Hedge cutting
Mowing - Pressure washing
Large or Small Improvements

RO O T E D Residential & Commercial work

GARDEN SERVICES ~ Checkatrade.com 4%

Where reputation matters i

Free Estimates e Fully Insured e RHS Qualified

Rob Eager rob@rootedgardens.com
Henfield 01273 491556 / 07751 063546

rootedgardens.com

us appeared in the Fairy Tales of the French poet
Perrault, which were translated into English in
about 1729. Yet, in each Cinderella tradition, the
same sequence of events unfolds: the pitiful girl,
grimy with the ash of the fireplace, is trans-
formed into a princess arrayed in glass slippers
and a dazzling gown by a fairy god-mother, or
real mother, who may appear as an old woman
or as a queen with a star on her brow, or even as
a cow with golden horns. According to the au-
thor, Harold Bayley, this ‘mother’ from ancient
mythology represents the Mother Ocean, the
source of all Life and Wisdom. Compassion to-
wards the humblest creatures under her care re-
veals the spark of kinship and the innate beauty
which belong to all at the merest touch of her
wand. This kinship is the true wealth of which
the story speaks, and it is not to be won or lost,
for it lies already within the heart-scope of each
living thing. Cinderella’s dress is sometimes de-
scribed as the blue of the sea, or the colour of
the sky. Sometimes it is made of flame, or of
darkness. It is elemental. One is reminded of the
17th century English poet Thomas Traherne,
who wrote: “You never enjoy the world aright
till the Sea itself floweth in your veins, till you
are clothed with the heavens, and crowned with
the stars...” The Wisdom, which is conferred
when such a state occurs, transforms humblest
of Earth’s children. Each mouse becomes a thor-
oughbred, each pumpkin a golden coach. We
have already won the lottery. To wake in a world
radiant with life and beauty is good fortune be-
yond telling. To despoil and deprecate it is to
throw all that away. Hence, the wandering

Hollingum Electrical Itd

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT
NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

@
N EE ENNE

DOMESTIC 4
INSTRLLER l'_'.l

Telephone Josh
on 07818 017917

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

dervishes of the Middle East eschewed monetary
wealth, dressed themselves in patched robes and
went barefoot in search of wisdom — the mirac-
ulous ‘Robe of Light’. What better legend could
one hope for at the beginning of a new year? For
as the dervishes and Shakespeare knew: “All the
world’s a stage...” and the dramas which rack the
world are the sum total of what plays out in
every individual heart. We are burlesques in
miniature. Inside us all are ugly sisters, greedy
brothers, lazy stewards, wicked schemers and in-
nocent lovers with their faithful animal guides.
Which of these characters do we enthrone?
Where is the truth-telling looking-glass which
will show us? And how, once we see, will we
find the courage to act for the best? This is the
story of the real delusions and disasters of the
human condition. The illusions of the stage pale
beside it. But even in the darkest and most des-
perate of times a happy ending is never beyond
reach and our human nature impels us to seek
it. Over time, the phantasms with which we mor-
tals intoxicate ourselves and harm one another
stand exposed for the shams they are: Hellfire,
slavery, the divine right of kings...dare I say it,
economic growth? One day we will look back
and marvel that anyone could have chosen me-
chanical, engineered ‘effects’ over the genuine
miracles of Nature, or bothered with Artificial
Inlligence — a synthetic stage-show stunt - when
the Real Intelligence of the cosmos is calling.
And in any case, what kind of fool would be
content with mere Intelligence, when the greater
prize of Wisdom waits to be claimed? How is it
possible we do not call deception out with up-
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All aspects undertaken including:

e kitchens e built in wardrobes e flooring

e decking e storage solutions e doors
FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED

07796 140962 / 01273 846278

Call Chris or visit WWW.coopcarpentry.com )
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SB Developments

Local builder with over 30 years experience
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

FULLY INSURED - RELIABLE
CONSIDERATE - TIDY * FREE QUOTES
Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work

0771 362 3949

www.sbdevs.co.uk ° stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

roarious cheers and boos? The thing about Fairy
Tales is they cannot be updated. To tinker with the
story is to re-establish the bad old state of corrup-
tion which the tale set out to subvert in the first
place. In 2024, all our cousins - the trees, the rivers,
birds, insects, are begging us to acknowledge kin-
ship with, not lordship over them; to become lovers
not users; to rediscover our elemental selves and be
true to them. What might we not then become?
“What elemental self?” 1 hear you retort. “Why, that
one.” “Where? I can't see one.” “It’s behind you!”
“Oh, noitisn't!” “Oh, yesitis!” “Oh, noitisnt”
“Tis!” “Tisnt.” “’TIS!”...

Quick! Bring on the magic mirror before the curtain
comes down! Rosemary

THE LUCY BRANGWYN HOMES VA-
CANCY One of the Brangwyn Cottages, 51 East
End Lane, Ditchling is available for occuptation.
The accommodation comprises: sitting room
kitchen and bathroom on the ground floor, with 2
bedrooms and a WC upstairs.

Occupancy is restricted to people over the age of
55 who are local residents or who have close con-

nections with the neighbourhood and can show
need for subsidised housing.

Under the regulations of the Trust children are not
allowed.

Applications are invited by (26/02/24) and should
be sent in writing to: The Secretary, Lucy Brang-
wyn Homes, Pathways, Farm Lane, Ditchling BN6
8UN or by email janecowardltd@btinternet.com.
For further information please contact 07714
32015. Mike Coward

SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Come join us on Sat-
urday 10th February, 10 am to 4 pm, at West-
meston Parish Hall. Sussex Sewing Club is a
monthly get-together for people who love sewing.
Bring your own project, your sewing machine, and
spend the day working on your project in a relaxed
environment, chatting all things sewing!

Please email sussexsewingclub@gmail.com for
more information about memberships and the
booking link. Dianne Bowles

Advertising rates can be found on
www.villagemagazines.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

General Garden Maintenance * Tree Surgery
Hard & Soft Landscaping * Wildlife Gardens
Power Washing of Patios & Driveways

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister Bsc mphi

01273 447400
07775 610186

No job too small... free quotes
www.briansgardens.co.uk

o STE o PATHY with Lee Lewis (Reg no 9076)

Helping with Back Pain, CFS, ME & Long Covid.

At The Heeler Centre Hassocks

Tel 01273 8431780

Email : info@theheelercentre.co.uk.

MINI LABELS

Available to order at
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks

01273 846978
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!ards & Balloons now in stock
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IN STOCK FOR EASTER
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Cards, Money Wallets, Baster Egg Humt Kits
Decorative Chicks, Bunnles § Egos
Easter Baskets, Paper Chatns,
Stickers, Face Palnts

"\ ﬂj and more...
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STATION GARAGE Hassocks 01273 844256
Proud sponsors of ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

DITCHLING PLAYERS — May Production ‘If
I Were You’ by Alan Ayckbourn

How many times have you used the phrase “well,
if I were you...” yes, me too. But do we really
mean it and what would happen if you changed
personality with the person you were speaking to?
Well, Alan Ayckbourn has taken this one stage fur-
ther and considered the outcome.

Jill & Mal Rodale are an ordinary couple, he the
manager of a furniture salesroom and her a house-
wife, but beneath the surface things are beginning
to crack and they seem to have lost the spark in
their marriage. Their son, Sam, resents his father
and their daughter, Chrissie, has recently become
a mum and is dealing with marriage issues of her
own. They all share advice on how others should
live their lives, but nobody is really taking it on
board.

Then one morning Mal and Jill wake to find that
they have switched personas, with Mal in Jill’s
body and Jill in Mal’s. Their family are not aware
of this change and so they must continue “as nor-
mal” as their other half Jill facing the challenges
of working with their son-in-law, Dean, and being
more forceful and

shorter tempered. Whilst Mal is now calm and
considerate, learning more about his children —
and finding out the secrets they already know
about him! Will seeing things from the other side
make matters even worse, or is this just what they

MID SUSSEX FLOORING
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer
with over 20 years experience.
Offering a range of all types of flooring
brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call
01273 844739 or 07970 636160

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk
Checiatrade

Erefore oo wuse tham

need in order to save their family?
As you read this, rehearsals have just started, and
we’re pleased to welcome both familiar and new
faces to the Ditchling stage for this production.
Performances are 22nd to 25th May with a mati-
nee on the 25th, so please make a note of these
dates. I’ll be providing you with further informa-
tion regarding tickets etc in the coming months.
David Tettersell

THE GROWING NETWORK We are a freely-
giving community network that supports local
people to grow and share food, with no one left
out.
We meet each month over a cup of tea to share
seeds, seedlings and extra produce along with gar-
dening tips and friendship. We’d love to meet you
whether you’re a veteran gardener or would-be
grower of vegetables and if you’d like to find oth-
ers to help you get started on your gardening jour-
ney. You don’t even need to have your own
garden, as there are some of us that like to collab-
orate and grow vegetables and fruit together.
This month we will have plenty of seeds and we
hope to be joined again by volunteers from a
Touch of Gentleness who will be offering free
hand massages!
Saturday 17th February 10.30 am to 12 pm at
Friends Meeting House, East Gardens, Ditch-
ling BN6 8ST. This is the Quaker Meeting House
(not to be confused with the Old Meeting House
in the Twitten)
Feel free to bring any seeds, seedlings or produce
to share. Or just bring yourself!
For further information please contact
julie@simpleayurveda.co.uk.

Julie Ulbricht & Kate Sherman

Need somewhere to advertise
your business?

You could have this size advert from

£41.36 (inc vaT) per month
QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks 01273 846978
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LOCKS & ALARMS

Faulty Door or Windows Locks? Broken or Lost Keys? Locked Out?
* DBS Checked e Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Fully Insured

* Commercial & Domestic ¢ Free Security Surveys ¢ Master Key Systems
* Locks Supplied & Fitted « UPVC Door Specialist

Tel: 01273 068 086 * Mobile : 07538 521 210

Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk * www.snsecurity.co.uk

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL This term we
have been running a cross country club that has
been well attended by the most brilliant team of
children; they deserve a special mention. They
have all shown such dedication and resilience by
arriving at school early three times a week to run
in all weathers! On Saturday 2nd December, 10
boys and 10 girls from years 5 and 6 took part in a
cross-country competition. Temperatures in the
minus did not put them off and they worked hard
as a team to get across the line as close to the front
as possible. We were delighted to be placed in sec-
ond place for both teams. The whole of the girls’
team are going through to the next round as well
as 7 of the boys’ team.

The parents of year 5 were invited in to see our
‘Ancient Egyptian Museum’. The children show-
cased their Ancient Egyptian singing, dancing,
music and a short play before taking their parents
on a tour of the galleries and workshops. These cel-
ebrated and presented their learning across the cur-
riculum—including IT, art, DT, geography and of
course history.

During November Year 6 were set the challenge of
designing and making free standing Christmas
games as part of their D.T. learning that they then
ran as stalls at our Christmas fair. The year 6 games
alone raised an impressive £660! The Christmas

fair was truly magical, with singing performances
from each year group and lots of games and activ-
ities to keep everyone entertained. Well done and
thank you to all the FOWs, parent helpers, year 6,
and staff who made this event such a brilliant suc-
cess.
Providing lots of musical opportunities is some-
thing that is central to our philosophy of ensuring
children get a rich and varied experience in their
time with us. Years 3 and 4 were treated to a per-
formance from our up and coming musicians who
take individual music lessons. These children
showed perseverance in learning their pieces and
great courage on the day to perform in front of an
audience. Our year 5 team were also absolutely
brilliant at Light Up Hassocks. The children in year
5 learnt 4 songs to perform on stage on the night.
They did such a good job. There were lots of
smiles and the crowd sang along to some festive
favourites as well as more modern songs.

on behalf of The Windmills’



PLUMBING AND HEATING

Qualified, local professional
TAN PARKIN ssote

01273 833793 or 07986 401670

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.
Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.
Blockages & drainage problems. Free estimates, fair pricing.
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273
844461 www.achassocks.co.uk

Facebook - Age Concern Hassocks.

We are thrilled to let you know that we raised the
fantastic sum of £1768.25 at our Christmas fair!
This will help enormously towards the continued
running of our Centre which is here to support Has-
socks and its surrounding villages. We held the Fair
at the same time as the Saturday Market and it was
wonderful to see lots of local residents who would
not normally have a reason to step into our Day
Centre. Father Christmas joined us and our walk-
in sessions to see him turned out to be very popular.
We would like to thank everyone who brought chil-
dren along and send a special thank you to Santa
and his elves who worked so patiently with every-
one who wanted to see him. We will do the same
next year — Market and Fair together in December
2024.

In January, we had the KSS Air Ambulance Charity
(Kent Sussex Surrey) visit us to talk about their in-
credibly important work. We have the Sundown
Ukelele Band returning on Wednesday 14th Feb-
ruary 1.30 pm to 2.30 pm — come along for lunch
or pop in at 1.30 pm and enjoy this musical treat.
We serve a 3 course lunch Monday to Friday and
run a bus Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, picking
up from Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint. Please ask
the Office to book transport and/or lunch the day
before or up to 10am on the day you’d like to join
us. The menu changes weekly and is on our web-
site.

Our Charity Shop is open 9 am to 4 pm every
weekday and 9 am to 12 pm Saturdays. Donations
are most welcome and if you are unsure about what
we take, we work on the basis of “if you would buy
it, we can sell it”. While you are visiting the Charity
Shop why not stop by for a hot drink and cake in
our Coffee Shop, open 9 am to 3 pm weekdays and

JON BARKER
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fencing * Guttering * Brickwork ¢« Patios
Paths ¢ Painting * House & Garden Clearance
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing * Hedge Trimming
Tree Felling ¢ Planting etc
No Job too BIG or too small
Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured

07815 663825

9 am until 11.45 am Saturdays.
We are hoping to provide various trips, talks and
musical entertainment throughout 2024. Come
along and see what we have on offer.
We look forward to seeing you.

All at Age Concern

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME GARDEN
OPEN FOR CHARITY. Pembury House, Ditch-
ling Road, Clayton, BN6 9PH will open its Garden
for the National Garden Scheme.

See see our Snowdrops and Hellebores we will be
open every Thursday and Friday starting on 8th
February until 8th March from 10.30 am to 12.30
pm & 2 to 3.30 pm.

We would love for you to visit our garden. Tickets
need to be pre-booked on the NGS website, easily
done by using the link from our own informative
website.

www.pemburyhouse.co.uk. The admission price
includes the tea/coffee and cake.

In 2023, the NGS donated £3,403,960 to its bene-
ficiary charities including MacMillan, Marie Curie,
Hospices UK & Parkinson’s.

Please bring cash if you wish to purchase plants,
snowdrop mugs, bags and robins!

Parking will only be at the recreation ground in
Clayton, opposite the Church. The only visitor en-
trance is from our back gate onto the footpath
which runs by the railway line from Clayton to
Hassocks. This will be signed from the car park.
We look forward to meeting you in our garden.
Your visit will change lives. Jane Baker

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS « WALLS - FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice « Over 35 years locally « Hassocks Resident

Phone 07812 841032




THE HASSOCKS

Traditional Pub
Come & Watch all The 6 Nations Rugby Games
throughout February & March

Our new website is now up and running!
THEHASSOCKS.CO.UK

You can now see ‘What’s On’ at the pub

Whether it’s what the Street Food is for that week
or what Sports,, Comedy or Music Events we have coming up
(You can also book your tickets for the Comedy & Music Events)
Pop on the website and have a look.

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

Self Contained with Bar *
Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned
PA System or DJ Available
Seating for up to 90 people
3 Course Meals or
Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More

Call Chris on 01273 842113 for details. *Terms and conditions apply
Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6é 8HN Tel: 01273 842113
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Roses are Red, Violets are Blue FREE '
(Come to us for Steak “ LOCAL

' YOU don’t have to chew! DELIVERY

Pop In & See Us » Find ws on Facehook » Phowe Orders Taken

SUSSEX PATHFINDERS RAMBLING CLUB county of Sussex owes its origins to the kingdom
I always look forward to January as it’s when the  of the South Saxons and can claim to have one of
club’s new six month programme becomes avail- the longest inland county boundaries from
able, either online or by post. Emsworth in the west to Rye in the east. It has an
All members are encouraged to share their interesting history which can be found on Google.
favourite walks which is why we have such a di- Full details of February’s eight walks can be
verse programme ranging throughout East and viewed on  www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk.
West Sussex. There is no need to book a place just turn up and
Jean is leading the 7.5 mile walk from Peacehaven introduce yourself to the leader.

on Sunday, 4th February starting at 10.30 am. Best wishes for a happy and healthy New Year.
This includes the Castle Hill nature reserve at Diann
Newhaven with it’s stunning views and mixed
habitat. Plus, there is also the possibility of snow SUSSEX CHORUS MONTEVERDI’S VES-
drops at Piddinghoe. PERS Saturday 23rd March. Preceding the above
One of our Crawley members will be taking us concert there will be a Monteverdi Workshop at St
through woods and villages on a 6 mile undulating  Francis of Assisi, Priory Road, Hassocks. BN6 8PS
walk starting at Crawley Down on Saturday, 24th  on Saturday 10th February from 9.30 am to 12.30
February at 10 am. and going via Down Park, pm. For this there is a charge (to include music
Snow Hill, Copthorne Common, Sussex Border hire & refreshments). For more information,

Path and Worth. please sece www.sussexchorus.org.

The Sussex Border Path is a footpath route nearly Angela Holroyd
150 miles long around the inland boundary of the

county of Sussex, first devised and published in Adpvertising rates can be found on

1983 by Ben Perkins and Aeneas Mackintosh. The www.villagemagazines.co.uk

A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING

= All plumbing and gas work undertaken
H AS & 0 ‘ y = S Boiler Installations & Servicing
¢ N to Bathrooms Designed & Installed (inc. tiling).

= - - New Heating Systems & P Flushing to Dripping T
Paving & Patio Services o Ciendly, Local & Fully Insured
- e B ey ‘ 07967 440805 = st
v Block paving atlo ospecic { alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788
v General Groundwork /
v Concreting / Tarmaci ; ¥ fiﬁ, - Plastering
v No J Too Small < Rendering
Simon Weller - 07525 857679 COMTRUCTLQNLTD Bricklaying
01273 468759 Q1273 841796 Building Work
hassockspaving@hotmail.com (}796& 47 5 195' Property Maintenance

WWW-haSSOCkSpaVing-CO-Uk rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk ® www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk
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LEE'S LOCKS

All locks fitted to insuranc e BS3621

Mortice Locks - Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed - O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work - UPVC Specialist
Digital Locks -Window Locksa
Garage Door - UPVC/Patio
Police Checked - No VAT!!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it

Mob: 07921 068564
Tel: 01273 803084
Email: lee®lees-locks.com

SREE 0800 44 88 147 Eiecxkatrade
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DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY To make sure that
the Ditchling Film Society continues to give you a va-
riety of genres through the year we’re bringing you a
horror movie for February. Saint Maud (Dir. Rose
Glass). 1st February. In her directorial debut Rose
Glass has created a very well-crafted film; a psy-
chodrama with astute character observation and
strong performances by Morfydd Clark and Jennifer
Anne Ehle. The film earned a record seventeen nom-
inations at the British Independent Film Awards 2020.
Film critic Mark Kermode listed it as his favourite
film of 2020, calling it an “electrifying debut”. At its
centre is a troubled young woman, Katie, a palliative
nurse. We learn something of her own past trauma
and find a woman who believes she is guided by God
to save her clients’ soul. It can only end badly. Saint
Maud, 15, (2019). 84 minutes. This is a horror film
and contains sexual and violent scenes. English.
Return to Seoul, (Director David Chou) is showing
on the 7th March. An absorbing and emotional film
about adoption, loneliness, a search for identity and
the meaning of existence.

Annual membership for the Ditchling Film Society
runs from the time of joining and gives you free entry
to 11 films and any extra “Special Events”. You can

* Removals John Broomfield
* Storage REMOVALS Ltd

* House Clearances
* Fully Insured

» Packaging

* + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

join anytime. Guest entry is also available on the
door.
New offer! Under 25s can buy guest tickets! BBFC
legal age restrictions still apply. The films show on
the first Thursday of the month at Ditchling Village
Hall, 18 Lewes Road, Ditchling, Hassocks, East Sus-
sex. Doors open at 7.30 pm and you can buy a glass
of good wine before the show which starts at 8 pm.
There’s plenty of parking next to the village hall. For
full information go to their website:
ditchlingfilm.org.uk. Follow us on Instagram
@ditchlingfilmsoc and Tweet @Ditchlingfilm.
Kate Odonnell

CRAFT VOLUNTEERS WANTED I am making
1000 glass flower heads to raise money for a hospice.
They will be an art installation for 2 weeks after
which the charity will sell them to raise funds. I am
looking for help on a couple of mornings in February
applying the copper foil to the glass. It's a creative
and straightforward process and good fun in a group.
No previous experience required. I will provide all
guidance, materials, tea, coffee and biscuits at my
home studio in Hassocks. If you would like to volun-
teer your time or want more information, please con-
tact Ellie on ellie@glassgardenart.co.uk.

A & S ROOFING

Est 1985
Tiling
Slating
Lead Work
Chimney Repointing
Guttering Call for a free estimate
Moss Clearing 01273 %\251%46
Fascias & Soffits 07854 327020

Mm.g. Padgham

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery * Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
Q Extensions & Refurbishments

General Maintenance
Fully Insured

01825 714526 Mob:07908 517772

BUILDERS

Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com




J.D.Ritchie
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering

Plastering and Coving
Tiling
07979 40! 126

jack ritchie@hotmail.com

TOAD-IN-THE-HOLE Once upon a time, the
British people were divided. Impassioned debates
raged throughout the land, truth and common sense
became distorted, and the public rose up and de-
manded an answer. How did that toad get inside that
rock?

In 1898, two burly workmen in a chalk quarry near
Lewes cracked open a hollow chunk of flint. The
solid rock, formed 85 million years ago, split open
to reveal an airtight cavity at its core. To the quar-
rymen’s amazement, entombed within the ancient
flint was a dead toad.
‘Toad-in-the-hole’ hysteria soon
hit the headlines. It seemed like
every month the newspapers re-
ported how someone had split
open a rock and found a toad in-
side. Some of these toads had al-
ready croaked but others would
inexplicably still be alive and
hopping. The Victorian world
was thrown into theological and §
philosophical panic. Clergymen i
preached that the Creator had
placed the eternal amphibians in rocks at the dawn
of time. Subscribers to Darwin’s new theory of evo-
lution were perplexed. Charles Dickens wrote of his
bewilderment, while others believed it was simply
sorcery. Scientists began burying living toads in
sealed boxes to investigate the unfortunate animal’s
longevity.

The Lewes toad of 1898 is the world’s only surviv-
ing artefact of the entombed toad craze. It now re-
sides in Brighton’s incredible Booth Museum of
Natural History — one of my favourite places in the
whole world. Amongst the many awe-inspiring ex-
hibits at The Booth, you’ll find a special cabinet

(" JASPER
FENCING
CONTRACTORS

All types of fencing and
gates supplied and erected

01273 8435710r 07801 370700
www.jasperfencing.co.uk
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dedicated to curiosities. In it, lying reverentially on
a bed of maroon felt, there is ‘Probably the most fa-
mous toad in the world’. Admittedly when it comes
to world-famous toads it’s not a particularly
crowded field, with only Toad of Toad Hall to con-
test the title. Alongside the original oval of cleft flint
sits the shrivelled body of the infamous amphibian.
The whole surreal exhibit is like a Kinder Surprise
designed by Hieronymus Bosch.
But this cracked up flint isn’t all it’s cracked up to
be. The Lewes toad was originally presented to the
Brighton and Hove Natural His-
tory and Philosophical Society by
Charles Dawson. That’s the same
Charles Dawson who would soon
be sticking some Orangutan teeth
on a human skull and declaring
he had discovered the ‘missing
link’ at Piltdown, near Uckfield.
In 1953, Dawson would be un-
 masked as a fraudster and the
/whole ‘toad-in-the-hole’ phe-
‘& nomenon would come crashing
* down, dismissed as poppycock.
Sussex Wildlife Trust is a conservation charity for
everyone who cares about nature in Sussex.
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people
for over half a century to make Sussex richer in
wildlife.
We rely on the support of our members. Please con-
sider joining us. Your membership will help us chal-
lenge decisions that threaten wildlife, care for more
than 30 nature reserves, and inspire the next gener-
ation about the wonders of the natural world. It’s
easy to join online at
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join.

Michael Blencowe for Sussex Wildlife Trust
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PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Tel: 01444 236086
Mob: 07748 422 07|
Email: mjpitt] 23@gmail.com

City&s
Guilds

QUALIFIED

Public liability insured

Dawn Benson
Accountancy Ltd

Chartered Certified Accountants

We are a local family business specialising in
supporting small businesses including sole traders
& limited companies. We offer a friendly service
and no accountancy jargon.

Please call for further information
on how we can help you.

Tel: 01273 833950

info@dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk
www.dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk

dawn benson

accountancy

Richmond House
38 High St
Hurstpierpoint
West Sussex
BN6 9RG

HURST PLAYERS After the success of The
Players Christmas/New Year Panto — Red Riding
Hood — Hurst Players have chosen a remarkable
piece of theatre for their next production which is
in rehearsal now — and opens on 5th March.
“The Lady in the Van” is the compelling, true story,
of how Alan Bennett, one of Britain’s most suc-
cessful writers ended up playing an unintentional
host to a vagrant woman who parked her van in his
garden from 1974 to 1989 — a three-week visit
which lasted fifteen years.

The play is directed by Jacqui Figgins in her first
production for Hurst Players. We wish her well, be-
cause while we work out the theatrical obstacles to
presenting two vans and one Reliant Robin on the
relatively tiny Players Theatre stage, Jacqui is al-
ready working with a large cast which for dramatic
reasons includes two “Alan Bennetts” [you’ll have
to come and see us] plus a variety of people intent
on removing Miss Shepherd from this home.
“The Lady in the Van” will run at the Players The-
atre, Hurstpierpoint, from Sth March to 9th
March - starting at 7.30 pm.

For those wanting to get in with an early booking,

you can do so online at our website now —
hurstplayers.org.uk — go to the ‘what’s on’ sec-
tion — and we shall also be making tickets available
at our Saturday morning box office at the Theatre
in the month prior to production dates.

Anne Hopper

FOOD AND BONES LEFT OUT ON OPEN
SPACE IN ADASTRA AVENUE Over the last
few weeks plastic trays containing food/bones
have been left on the grass alongside the stream in
Adastra Avenue.

My dog has on occasions picked up food which has
caused her illness. One day a carcass was left.

I appreciate people like to feed wildlife, but such
food should not be left in such a public place as
this.

The plastic trays are left there and can cause harm
to wildlife. Please leave food out if you wish in
your own garden.  Name and Address Supplied

DEADLINE DATE FOR THE MARCH ISSUE
1ST FEBRUARY 2024 articles can be sent to
info@pyillagemagazines.co.uk

MATHS TUITION

Mr Chris Waite ssc (Hons) ors - Qualified Maths Teacher
Key Stage 3 GCSE - IBACC - AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level - Home Education Specialist
07752 186678 Hassocks Based

Home Improvements | Property Main@

kitchen and bathroom fitting,
decorating, tiling, plumbing and more.

call Keith on 07763 811516

JOHN RUSSELL

Car Body Work « MOT Welding
Valeting e Competitive Prices
07971 276126

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

The Old Flower Field

Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk.
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or

telephone 01273 835696 for details.




Jonhn Evans ozzewes) | The Foot Nurse
Plastering Specialist 077128983941 | Marie loannou MAFHP
All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering " 'S CARING FOR YOUR FEET
eneciauzdesFree quotes < Fully Insured Mobile appointments £28
Jjohnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk Please ring 07565 187009
DITCHLING DOWNS WI - Tuesday 2nd Jan- pra— ’ —
uary 2024. We met on a very blustery night in the { \

Village Hall - thank you to everyone who showed (
up. We were entertained by a most informative pre-
sentation by Anton Pruden about his grandfather,
Dunstan Pruden and how he became involved with

the Guild on Ditchling Common. We also saw

some lovely examples on slides of the chalices and )
other things that his grandfather made, we learnt

some interesting facts about gold and silver and
hallmarking and finally got to see some of the de-

signs that Pruden and Smith currently make in their
workshop below the shop in the village.

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month in
Ditchling Village Hall - our next meeting is on
Tuesday 6th February at 7 pm and the talk is “Kill }
or Cure - Medicine in the 19th Century” Please !
come along if you’re interested in joining the

group. Susanne Pryde

STAR CINEMA Friday 23rd February at the
Adastra Hall... A Haunting in Venice. Kenneth I B
Branagh as Hercule Poirot in an Agatha Christie &
murder mystery set in post WW2 Venice. Doors . P
open at 7 and the film starts at 7 30. Tickets avail-
able on the door. Wine, tea, coffee and the usual We Thank Tony Evansf or thls picture of
popular raffle. Blacksmzth students from Plumpton Colleg?
The Star team look forward to welcoming you. in 1951. LR: Alford, Mick Dennet, (Mr Smith
Liz Edmunds Blacksmith), Bill Shelly and myself Tony Evans

STATION GARAGE

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED *
* BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check
* WELDING * BODYWORK *
* FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS *

* M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels) *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel: 01273-844256 & 845225




HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES

specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING
FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts
All tree, hedge & shrub care
Planting Turfing ¢ Fully Insured
NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
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The Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Sussex

A Talk and Afternoon Tea
with guest speaker

Michael Heygland
The man who returned “The Sorcerer” to the D'oyly Carfe reperfoire.

25th February 2024 at 2.45pm until 5pm.
at the Adastra Hall, Hassocks, Sussex,BN6 8QH

THE GILBERT AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY
OF SUSSEX presents a Talk and Afternoon Tea
with guest speaker Michael Heyland. The man
who returned “The Sorcerer” to the D’Oyly Carte
repertoire.
Sunday 25th February at 2.45 pm. Adastra Hall,
Hassocks.
Tickets to include a delicious selection of sand-
wiches and scones.
Booking gandstodaysussex@gmail.com.
Pennie Ingram
Special Advertising offer

Pay for 3 months advertising and get
the 4 month free quoting QD44324

www.villagemagazines.co.uk

TURNER

PLUMBING & HEATING

g

BOILER SERVICING INSTALLATION
& REPAIR

PLUMBING AND HEATING SYSTEM

' DESIGN
‘ ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING & !

HEATING

I —

TURNERPLUMBINGHEATING@OUTLOOK.COM
THANKS FROM CICRA. My thanks, once
again to Andy Twine our local butcher for housing
my collection can for CICRA - Crohn’s in Child-
hood Research Association. Of course, if a cure
for the serious illness is forthcoming - an occasion
we all hope for - then the cure will obviously be
for children and adults alike. Can that be during
20247
Thank you, too, to Andy’s hard-working team and,
of course to the generous customers who kindly
put their ‘loose change’ into the cans.  If you
would like to make a personal donation to the
fundraising, I will be only too pleased to pass it
on to the CICRA offices on your behalf.
Despite being unable to be among you in my usual
way during the past 7/8 months - YES - I am still
fundraising for this important Charity - having al-
ready raised - with your help - more than £83,000
to date how can I not! Also, with my own son
being a sufferer of this serious illness it became a
personal interest and challenge - [ am sure you can
all understand that.
[ wish you all a Happy and Healthy 2024.
well and stay safe!

Keep
Dorrie
Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday

9.00am - 5.30pm
Contact us on

HASSOCKS

EYECARE

C ENT RE Email: recgp]o%(gfgsgigygeiree.co.uk
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate
Small Jobs very much welcomed * Trade/Domestic
| specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,
concreting and chimney repairs.

Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288
dphoare@hotmail.co.uk




SOUTH DOWNS WOODTURNERS

We are a Friendly and welcoming Woodturners Club
for Sussex, Surrey, Hampshire and surrounding areas.
To promote, educate and encourage woodturning as a
craft and an art form.

Our monthly meetings, typically on the last Wednes-
day of each month, 7 pm to 10 pm in Beeding and
\Bramber Village Hall, BN44 3WN for demonstra-
\tions, competitions, practical evenings, informal
B8 chats, help and advice etc.

Also at each meeting, a shop with woodturning re-
lated supplies and timber, a raffle to cover meeting
costs, free tea/coffee and biscuits. Members benefits

We encourage members to bring items along to our Tools ‘n
Turnings table, and to participate in our Chairman’s Challenge
(held at meetings when there is no competition).

Potential new members welcome to come along to find out
more. Complete novices to those with vast experience are wel-
come to join, very reason-
able yearly subscriptions.
Please see our Facebook, 4
\ Instagram or website for
further information or
contact
secretary@southdownswoodturners.com

Snowmen - Each year we ask members to turn some snowmen
which are then donated to local
playgroups or nurs-
eries, for the children
to decorate. This year Barcombe
playgroup that meets at Barcombe Village Hall from Monday =
- Friday, during school term time. It accommodates about 30
children, aged 2 to 4 years.

As well as the children decorating them, they also had a stall atj
the Barcombe Primary School Christmas Fair where they sold
the surplus snowmen for

decoration, along with other items, to help boost their funds.
) They proved to be popular with adults & children
 alike. Please see attached photos.
Upcoming Meetings - 28th February Professional demon-
stration: a return visit to our club for the ever-popular Kevin
Hutson
27th March Member demonstration (in preparation for the
May competition). “From Log to Bowl” - Gordon Eaton
48 takes us through the process of turning a bit of tree trunk to
a finished bowl.

Anthony Trigg



~“ DAVE NEWLYN -

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& TILER

Friendly Service
Over 30 years experience

Tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663
N\ 4

Free Estimates

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES

Handyman available for :

Electrical & Small Building Repairs
Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience * Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment
Call01273 831237

or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

City & Guilds

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY meets at 8 pm on the last
Friday of each month in the Guide Hall by Trinity
Road Car Park. At each meeting we have an expert
speaker and first class audio/visual presentations.
Visitors are welcome. Speakers and subjects for the
first half of 2024 are:-
23rd February, Hurstpierpoint Museum Group on
their work and the History of the Group
22nd March, Jo Kearns on the Hurstpierpoint The-
atre (29th March is Good Friday)
26th April, Ian Everest on the Ouse Valley
31st May, David Rudling of the Sussex Archaeo-
logical Society on Bignor Roman Villa.

Janice Kent

HALLS FOR HIRE

The Players Theatre, Hurstpierpoint- A meeting
room for up to 10 people. If you need a larger
space, the auditorium is available too. Please con-
tact Pippa Sampson on 01273 833397 for further
details or e-mail: enquiries@hurst-players.org.uk
Albourne Village Church - ring 07513 453679 or
book online at www.albourneparishcouncil.co.uk
for your business or pleasure bookings, some space
is available for regular bookings.

Sayers Common Village Church Hall - ring Judy
Miller on 01273 834640. Space available for reg-
ular clubs/bookings.

Sayers Common Village Hall - call Agatha Win-
ters on 01273 833377 for bookings.
Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church and Hall - in
Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint bookings can be
made through Margaret Taylor on 01273 832286.
Hurst Scout H.Q. - has a hall and kitchen as well
as a smaller meeting room. Ideal for parties,
classes or meetings. Ring Heather Hush on 01273
831023 email:
bookings@hurstpierpointscouts.co.uk.  Please
Note: 1st Hurst Scouts have a website for hall

bookings where users can view the diary, check
prices and download the booking forms —
https://www.hurstpierpointscouts.co.uk/hq-book-
ings

Hurstpierpoint Village Centre - has three spaces
for hire, a hall that seats up to 200, a conference
room for up to 20 and the Club Suite for up to 40.
The Club Suite is ideal for children's parties, offer-
ing its own kitchen and toilet facilities. The kitchen
serving both the hall and conference room is also
free of charge. Email office@hurstpierpoint-
pc.gov.uk or www.hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk
Hurstpierpoint Guide HQ - Kitchen and carpeted
hall and lovely enclosed garden call Judy Leech on
01273 833954.

Adastra Hall, in Hassocks is your community space
and can be booked for parties, meetings and events.
If you'd like to book, please take a look at our web-
site www.adastrahall.com or email
bookings@adastrahall.com.

Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow Way,
Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9TH

This building has a large function room and club
lounge. For booking enquiries, please contact the
Parish Council office on 01273 833264, email: of-
fice@hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk or visit www.hurst-
pierpoint-pc.gov.uk

Ditchling Village Hall - attractive, well equipped
and versatile venue, comprising large main hall with
stage, smaller hall and kitchen. Suitable for a diverse
range of occasions and activities such as parties,
plays, weddings, exercise classes and certain indoor
sports. See website www.ditchlingvillagehall.uk
for full details and pricing. Email the booking sec-
retary on bookings@ditchlingvillagehall.uk for
enquiries.

Clayton With Keymer has three church halls and
serveries available across the parish. Please visit the
website for details
www.claytonwithkeymer.org.uk



hat’s On

Ghis Februydary

Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes and/or events to

PUBLISH FREE in this section. Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.
For more information call 01273 846978.

Regular Events

THE BEACON PARISH FEBRUARY - Services of
Morning Worship (family services) 10 am at St
Margarets, Ditchling at 10 am on 4th, 11th &
25th and at Westmeston Church on 18th.

Holy Communion on Wednesdays at 10 am at St
Margarets Church, Ditchling with a special Ash
Wednesday service on 7th.

Coffee, Chat & Play Thursday mornings in the
Emmanuel Centre South Street Ditchling from
10 am. Always check www.beaconparish.co.uk.
16-25 GROUP - New group that is designed as
a Christian social group for those aged 16 — 25
we will be going out and socialising together
once a month on the first Saturday of each
month our next meeting is Saturday 2nd Decem-
ber, please check out our website for more infor-
mation www.claytonwithKeymer.org.uk

BABY & TODDLER GROUP - A group for play
and chat with coffee & cake. Held every Thursday
in The Emmanuel Centre South Street Ditchling
from 10 am to 11.30 am term time.

BBT - Hassocks (Bumps, Babies and Toddlers) -
St Francis Church, Priory Road, Hassocks. Thurs-
days 1 to 2.30 pm. A group for play and chat.
COFFEE & CHAT - Emmanuel Centre, South
Street, Ditchling. Thursday mornings from 10
am —11.30 am.

DITCHLING MORRIS - We practise Thursday
evenings in United reformed Church Hall on
Thursdays at 7.30 pm. Pop in if you feel like join-
ing.

DITCHLING YODAH YOUTH GROUP - Open to
those young people in school year 6 — 11 we
meet at The Emmanuel Centre 24 South Street,
Ditchling on a Tuesday evening 6.30 pm to 8 pm.

Pool, table tennis, games consoles and lots of ac-
tivities finishing with circle time and prayers
HASSOCKS PHILOSOPHICAL FORUM Purple
Carrot Cafe, Hassocks first sunday of the month
except January. 2 pm. All welcome.

HEARTS OF SUSSEX BRIDGE CLUB - Tuesdays
at Age Concern Hassocks as well as Mondays on-
line. For details see www.hsobcbridgeclub.co.uk
or email hsobcadmin@hsobridgeclub.co.uk
HUG IN A MUG - A coffee (and cake!) morning
for all. Held at St Cosmas and St Damian Church
Hall, Keymer every Monday at 10.30 am and at
Clayton Church Hall, Clayton every Tuesday at
10.30 am.

IRISH SET DANCING (Not River Dance!) The
Hassocks Pub, Station Approach East, Hassocks.
Most Mondays 7-10 pm. Phone 07802 847234
for more info. First session free.

KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB Mondays 5th &
19th February We meet from 7.30 at the URC
Hall, Hassocks, www.keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk
SUSSEX FLY DRESSERS GUILD Clayton Village
Hall, Thursdays 7 - 9 pm. Beginners to Advanced
sussexflydressersguild.org.uk.

TOAST CLUB - Powell House (next to United
Re- formed Church) Hassocks. Mondays (term
time only) 3 to 5 pm. for School Years 7 to 11.
Pool, table football, uno, Wii Console and toast.
UKRAINIAN FAMILIES COFFEE MORNING -
Guide Hut, Hurstpierpoint. Thursdays 10.45 am
- 12.45 pm followed by English lessons at 1 pm
YOUTH GROUP at St Francis Church, Priory
Road, Hassocks. Thursday 5 pm - 6.30 pm
School Years 4 to 6 & 7 pm - 8.30 pm School
Years 7 to 13. (Term time only). Lead activities
and free time - pool, table football, board games,
games consol etc.



1st MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Court Bushes
Community Centre, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint
2 pm - 4 pm. Know Dementia, Education, Advice
& Support. To book call 01273 494300.

1st DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Ditchling Village
Hall 7.30 pm. Film - Saint Maud cert 15.

3rd HURST VILLAGE MARKET, New Inn, Hurst-
pierpoint 10 am to 1 pm. Sussex Products and
Gifts.

3rd HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Beacon
Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks KO 3 pm.
(Mens) The Robins take on Pagham. Bar and Food
available. Free entry to kids 16 and under.

4th DITCHLING SINGERS Old Meeting House,
Ditchling 4 - 6 pm. New singers most welcome.
4th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10.30 am Peace-
haven Walk 7.5 miles. More info www.sussex-
pathfinders.org.uk

5th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm.
Craft Club. Visitors welcome.

6th DITCHLING DOWNS WI Ditchling Village
Hall 7 pm. ‘Kill or Cure - Medicine in the 19th Cen-
tury’ Lady Teviot.

7th BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.
7th BURGESS HILL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill doors open 7.15 pm.
‘Froglife’ - a wildlife charity dedicated to the con-
servation of amphibians & reptiles. All welcome.
www.burgesshillhorticulturalsociety.com

7th THE BEACON PARISH St Margarets Church,
Ditchling, 6 pm. Sing! your heart out or maybe just
come & listen.

9th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm.
www.midsussexars.org.uk. ‘Building using an Ar-
duino’ Dave MOLDP. All welcome.

10th SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Westmeston Parish
Hall 10 am - 4 pm. Like minded makers spend the
day doing a hobby they love. To book sus-
sexsewingclub@gmail.com.

10th MESSY CHURCH URC Church 9.30 am. Meet
for breakfast, story, celebration and crafts.

12th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Borde Hill its History and
Gardens’.

12th THE GROUP The Railway Pub, Station Road,
Burgess Hill. 7.30 pm. A club for the over 55

unattached. www.thegroup.org.uk.

13th HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SO-
CIETY Hurstpierpoint Village Centre 7.45 pm.
‘Garden Design inspired by Wild Landscapes ’
Peter McGarr from Feraland

14th AGE CONCERN HASSOCKS Dale Avenue
1.30 - 2.30 pm. ‘Sundown Ukelele Band'. See arti-
cle.

15th MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Adastra Hall,
Hassocks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. Know Dementia,
Education, Advice & Support. To book call 01273
494300.

17th THE GROWING NETWORK Friends Meet-
ing House, East Gardens, Ditchling. 10.30 am - 12
pm. Feel free to bring any seeds or plants to share
or gardening books/tools you don’t need. Children
welcome too.

17th JAZZ ETC Ditchling Village Hall 7.30 pm.
The Month of Love. Valentines Special with
Aneesa Chaudhry & K2 singing Blues, Jazz Clas-
sics. Tickets Ditchling Post Office.

18th DITCHLING SINGERS Keymer Church Hall 4
- 6 pm. New singers most welcome.

19th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7.30
pm. AGM followed by Laughing Yoga. Visitors wel-
come.

19th CAMEO Keymer Church Hall 2 pm - 4 pm.
Open to all - come and enjoy an enjoyable after-
noon over a cup of tea.

20th DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION Ditch-
ling Village Hall 9.45 - 11 am. Coffee morning
hosted by Royal British Legion. All welcome.
21st BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.
22nd POLICE BEAT SURGERY Parish Centre,
Adastra Park, Hassocks 11 am - 1 pm. Come along
to get crime prevention and advice on neighbour-
hood issues.

23rd STAR CINEMA Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7
pm. Film - ‘A Haunting in Venice’ Tickets available
on the door.

23rd MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm.
www.midsussexars.org.uk. ‘Radio Discussion
Night’ All welcome.

23rd HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A
Court Bushes, Hurstpierpoint 2 pm. ‘Auks & Orcas
- a journey round the British Isles’ Michael
Blencowe. All welcome, refreshments, small en-
trance fee.



24th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Beacon
Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks KO 3 pm.
(Mens) The Robins take on Steyning Town. Bar
& Food available. Free entry to kids 16 & under.

24th REPAIR CAFE Age Concern Centre, Has-
socks, 9.30 -11.30 am. Bring items for repair
more info call 01273 040110 or www.hkdtransi-
tion.org.uk.

24th HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET Age Con-
cern Car Park, 9 am - 1 pm. Local produce, bread,
honey, cheese, wine, veg etc.

25th GILBERT & SULLIVAN Adastra Hall, Has-
socks. 2.45 pm. ‘The Man who returned “The
Sorcerer” to the D’Oyly Carte Repertoire’
Michael Heyland. Tickets
gandstodaysussex@gmail.com.

23rd HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide Hall, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint 8 pm ‘Hurstpierpoint Museum
Group on their work & the History of the Group’.
Visitors welcome.

24th SUSSEX PATHFINDERS 10 am Crawley
Down 6 miles. More info www.sussexpathfind-
ers.org.uk

24th TURNER-DUMBRELL FOUNDATION
Ditchling Village Hall 2-4 pm. ‘Public Launch of
the New Plan to Manage Lodge Hill - see article.
26th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘A History of Bignor Roman
Villa’ Lisa Tupper.

28th SOUTH DOWNS WOODTURNERS Beed-
ing and Bramber Village Hall 7 - 10 pm. Profes-
sional demonstration: a resturn visit to our club
for the ever-popular Kevin Hutson. All welcome
see article for more details.

29th MID SUSSEX MUSIC HALL The Hassocks
Pub, Station Approach East 7.30 pm. Hannah
White ‘Sweet Revolution’ with full band. Tickets
www.brighthelmstonepromotions.co.uk.

29th LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SURGERY HAS-
SOCKS Parish Council Offices Committee Room
11 am - 12 pm. Kirsty Lord, Sue Hatton, Kristian
Berggreen & Chris Hobbs. No appointment nec-

essary.

UseCul Information

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST
covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in
Hassocks. Mon. to Fri. 5.30pm - 6 pm.
Sun. 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.
Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police
0845 6070999

NEAREST HOUSEHOLD WASTE
RECYCLING CENTRE
WEST SUSSEX Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill,
RH15 8AR. From 12th February you will need to
book a visit via www.westsussex.gov.uk

01243 642106.

EAST SUSSEX Ham Lane, Lewes, BN7 3PS

9 am to 4 pm daily www.eastsussex.gov.uk
0845 355 0550

PARISH COUNCILS
Hassocks - 01273 842714
www.hassockspc.net.
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10 am.- 2 pm,
Fri1l0 am - 12 pm.
Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common
01273 833264
www.hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk
Mon.- Fri. 9.30 am - 1 pm.
Ditchling - 01273 844733
www.ditchling-pc.gov.uk

LIBRARIES
Hurstpierpoint - 01273 832609
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat .9 am - 1 pm & Thurs.,
Fri. 1-5pm
Hassocks - 01273 842779
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9 am -1 pm & Thurs.,
Fri. 1-5pm

HASSOCKS FOOD BANK
This is open to anyone in need of support.
Held in Powell House (next to United Reformed
Church), Hassocks. 10 am to 12 noon. Every
Monday and Friday. Donations can also be
dropped to Bella and Megs, Mansell McTaggart
& Budgens in Hassocks

Iron On or Sew On

NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes

Available to order from: QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273 846978

Also Suitable for:
Retirement Home Clothing,
Hospital Stays, Uniforms,
Workwear, Sportswear.




Hassocks resident

Giles Turner

Your local financial adviser

| am a Chartered Financial Planner with
over 15 years’ experience. | work with
people like you to help them secure their
financial future by putting the right plans
in place today.

I love being a part of Hassocks Village and feel lucky to be able to watch my children grow up
within this inspiring community.

I can help you with all aspects of financial planning, including investment, pension and
Inheritance Tax planning. It's the creation of a financial plan that is key to delivering your
desired outcomes.

Please contact me if you are looking for guidance on planning for your financial future.

“The success we have in the future is
built on the plans we make today.”

Principal Partner Practice

Giles Turner, APFS Chartered Adviser St
Wellesley House, 50 Victoria Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex, RH15 9LH ]ames's
Place

01273 025946 | giles.turner@sjpp.co.uk | wellesleywa.co.uk

Wellesley is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management (which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and
services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website at www.sjp.co.uk/products. The St. James's Place Partnership
and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives. Wellesley is
a trading name of Wellesley Investment Management Ltd.

SJP approved 06/06/2023




I AM A SKILLED

. LOCAL BUILDER, BASED
D avli d J IN YOUR AREA.
I specialise in various areas

S teve n S including;:

Brickwork e Re-pointing
Patio repairs

Fixing toppled brickwork & walls
Guttering & downpipes

Property Maintenance

Feel free to contact me

07593 792418 As well as expert decorating services.

GISCIYEHEYEYRI@Le [y E-T[Reely] [ am more than happy to provide
you with references from satisfied

customers right here in your area.

yw.villagemagazines.co.uk:

STEVE'’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

The Cat Lounge as | call it at our shop is so unique it attracts visitors from all over the world. If you want to sit down and socialise with cats in an
environment that is not out to make you pay lots of money, then our place is the only one of its kind in the country and I'm very proud of the fact
that a majority of our visitors are young people who obviously have issues, they are always accompanied by a carer or on the odd occasion a
parent.

Just lately one of our visitors a young girl, not from around here, has been refusing to go to school, from what her mother tells me it's because
she is autistic and finding it very difficult to fit in and make friends - the only way she can persuade her to go to school is if she promises her that
after school she'll bring her to the shop to sit with the cats because she adores cats. Her mother who is a single mum has a job she loves, but fre-
quently has to phone in and say she can't come in because her daughter has once again refused to go to school. Now, I'm no expert but | do know
that taking the wrong approach and dragging them kicking and screaming will make the situation 10 times worse. My mantra is love and kindness
will always find a way, for example I have a cat who flatly refuses to use a litter tray, she'll go up to it put her foot in it and then backs out and does
it on the floor next to it. If | pick her up and try to put her in the tray you would think | was trying to lower her into a vat of boiling oil. I've been
through every considerable make of cat litter but it makes no difference and it's no good losing your temper or getting cross because that achieves
nothing. You just have to understand there's something different about her and accept it. With me it's just a niggling problem with one of my
cats but if you're a parent trying on your own to come to terms with this kind of problem, then my heart goes out to you because it beggars the
question what does the future hold with the way things are, getting help can't be easy - there are precious few places available at specialist schools
with hundreds of applicants getting turned away. | do hope that with the extraordinary rise in autism cases that some kind of research into why
is being conducted by some Government Department, in the meantime it's rewarding to know that so many benefit and get pleasure from the
visits to our shop and let's hope the young girl continues to want to visit and find the help she so desperately needs.

So, | do have a NEWS UPDATE on the planters saga any changes would be centred around the relocation of the pedestrian crossing near Dale Av-
enue This would involve moving it approximately 7 metres to the west, which apparently would not only provide more capacity for the crossing
but would also make it more accessible for all users. To make such an improvement would result in the loss of at least one of the brick planters,
but this would be migrated by the introduction of new planters. So if you can understand that, this is what is proposed, there are no detailed
plans or drawings to explain what it would look like, my advice would be to wait until the plans for the National Tyres Sites have been approved
by the council because that is going to have a big impact on this end of the village, we're still a few months off any major work starting and
although we have seen the original vision of what it may look like, the end result has yet to be decided, so moving the crossing may be a big mis-
take.

| can remember in the good old days when you came across road works with temporary traffic lights you always saw a load of workmen beavering
away to get it finished so that the road could open quickly. These days when you come across road works a lot of the time there's not a soul
insight doing any work. Just lately Clayton Hill seems to be continuously having lights, on the odd occasion I've been sitting in the queue | look
around to see who's doing what and guess what once again not a soul in site.

It's good that the horse feed and bedding prices have stabilised so you'll be pleased to know our horse bedding prices are unchanged.

BEDMAX £8.50 - LITTLE MAX £9.75 - BURLEY BED £8.75 - SUNDOWN YELLOW £9.00 — AUBOISE /AUBICHICK £11.50 - SHAVINGS £10.50.
We are the Lidl for horse bedding. Phone for info — also top spec feeds are doing a brilliant deal on balancers and supplements, you'll be amazed!
For example, ANTILAM 15KG £31.95 — once again phone for details we're here to help you help us — Shop local when you can please. Steve

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392
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