
Hassocks & keymer 

Talk abouT
& THe DiTcHling Dialogue

Hassocks, Keymer, Pyecombe, Clayton, Ditchling & Westmeston

Distribution 4,700                                                                            No. 508 January 2019   

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED buILDERS

Est since 1976

GUTTERING
Specialists in a complete guering service:- 

Cleaning, Repairing and Replacement.

uPVC
Fascias, Soffits and Bargeboards

FlaT FElT RooFS
New felting to garages, dormers, porches and extensions

ChImNEyS
Repointing, Removal, Repairs and Cowls

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782
Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com  Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

Hassocks/Burgess Hill Based

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk
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one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
36 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

PC Problems?
...we come to you

• Computer Repairs
• Hardware Upgrades
• Software Issues
• Data Recovery
• Virus & Malware Removal
• Networking

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY& SERVICES LTD

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel/Fax 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the February 2019 ISSUE is no later than 5th January 2019. 

All copy from advertisers and contributors must include your name, address and telephone number. 

If not included for our information, your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  

It also helps us to sort out any queries, quickly.  Your articles may appear on our website.

Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt, by e-mailing back to your e-mail address.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views
of the Editor.  Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein

are believed to be correct, the publishers of this publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies.
Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do hope they give a good quality service.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

COUNCILLORS SURGERY. Held in Hassocks Parish Centre.  Gordon Marples & Michelle Binks will be  holding
a  surgery on Thursday 17th January 2 pm - 3 pm. No appointments necessary. Gordon can be contacted on 01273
843643 or  email gordonm440@btinternet.com Michelle can be contacted on 07505 123149 or email
michelle.binks@midsussex.gov.uk
Sue Hatton(MSDC) & Kirsty Lord  (WSCC) Sue can be contacted on 07821 351411 or email suebillhatton@bt-
internet.com Kirsty can be contacted on 07952 643623 or email kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net
Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth Open Mondays to Thursdays 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm. 

On Memory Stick “TALK ABOUT, DIALOGUE & VILLAGE VOICE” for those with poor sight.  Please ring
01273 845882 for details.
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All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialist
Curtain Dry Cleaning • Patio & Brickwork Blast Cleaning

All uPVC (Cladding, Facias, Gutters, Framework)

Commercial Cleaning • Painting & Decorating

General Maintenance Repairs

Professional & Friendly Service • Fully Insured

Free Competitive Quote call Andy on 

01403 791099  •  07810 717173
www.atgpropertysolutions.co.uk • andyatgpropertysolutions@gmail.com

Transport 1-8 Passengers
Airports - Cruise Docks - Eurostar

& Bespoke Journeys
01273  833800

bookings@corp-cars.co.uk
www.corp-cars.co.uk

A postcard supplied to us by the late Jean Schwager of children playing in Keymer
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Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

OuT OF HOurS CHEMIST 
DISPEnSIng rOTA

Monday - Friday 5.30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
covered by either Day Lewis or boots in Hassocks. 

Please see chemist doors
Sundays 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

covered by Boots Burgess Hill
bank Holidays Please see chemist doors

urgent prescriptions
call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
HASSOCkS LIbrAry Tel: 842779

Opening Hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
& Thurs, Fri 1 p.m - 5 p.m.

LOOKING FOR A 

WINDOW CLEANER?

A Careful & Reliable Service
offered by 

ANDREW BEACh & BEN TuRK

Contact 07428 594529
benturk@btinternet.com

Fully Insured • Est. 1975

and now also offering 

Gutter Clearing & Soffit & Fascia Cleaning

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email per-
sonally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, West Sus-

sex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

HurST, HASSOCkS & DITCHLIng FIrST rESPOnDErS      Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church Hall 
Thurs. 3rd Jan. 7.30 pm                                                                       Training Night - New members welcome
burgESS HILL CHOrAL SOCIETy
Mon. 7th Jan. 7.30 pm at URC Hall,   Junction Road Burgess Hill. Spring Season starts new members welcome
HurSTPIErPOInT SIngErS                                                                            
Mon. 7th Jan. 7.30 pm                                    Rehearsals start for Spring Concert at Hurst Methodist Church Hall
HASSOCkS EVEnIng JAZZ                                                                                    Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks
Tues. 8th Jan. 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome
DITCHLIng DOwnS wI                                                                                  Old Meeting House, Ditchling
Tues. 8th Jan. 7 pm                                                                                               Lowland Rescue - Dai Thomas
DITCHLIng HISTOry PrOJECT                                                     The white Horse restaurant, Ditchling
wed. 9th Jan.  2 - 5 pm                         Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
HASSOCkS HOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra Hall, Hassocks
wed. 9th Jan. 8 pm                                                                                            Cacti & Succulents - Suzanne Mace
DITCHLIng  wI                                                  Ditchling Village Hall
Thurs. 10th Jan. 2.15 pm                                                                          My Boyhood in Ditchling - Dick Morley
HEnFIELD ArTS SOCIETy Henfield  Hall, Coopers way
Thurs. 10th Jan. 2 pm                           Pretty, Whitty Nell Gwyne & her rivals.  Guests welcome. 01444 494633
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station gaRage hassocks 844256
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  aDastRa  BoWling  CluB

A local business supporting the local community

JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

Royal BRitish legion Clayton & KeymeR Womens seCtion     legion hQ, Woodsland Road

thurs. 10th Jan. 3 pm                                                                                                        Card Bingo

DitChling  film soCiety                            Ditchling Village hall

thurs. 10th Jan. 7.30 pm                                                                                                    Film -  Loveless. Cert 15

henfielD aRts soCiety henfield  hall, Coopers Way

mon. 14th Jan. 2.30 pm                Courtly Etiquette in the Middle Ages - Imogen Corrigan.  Guests Welcome

DitChling Village assoCiation Ditchling Village hall

tues. 15th Jan. 10 - 11.30 am                              The Coffee Morning will be run by Friends of Ditchling Museum

staR Cinema  adastra hall, hassocks

fri. 18th Jan. 7 pm                                                                                            Mamma Mia! Here we go Again

huRst, hassoCKs & DitChling u3a adastra hall, hassocks

fri. 18th Jan. 2 pm                                                                                        View from the Wings - Brian Freeland

hassoCKs Wi adastra hall, hassocks

mon. 21st Jan. 7.45 pm                                                                                                                            Resolutions

hassoCKs toWnsWomens guilD age Concern, hassocks

tues. 22nd Jan. 2.30 pm                                                                                    Diving to the Titanic - R Goldsmith

hassoCKs anD huRstpieRpoint laBouR BRanCh purple Carrot, hassocks

fri. 25th Jan. 2 - 3 pm                                                            Meet for a cuppa and a chat - A warm welcome to all

miD sussex healthCaRe patient paRtiCipation gRoup       hurstpierpoint Village Centre

sat. 26th Jan. 2.15 pm                                       ‘New Year New Things To Do ‘ -  Mid Sx Older People’s Council 

ChuRChes togetheR   united Reformed Church, hassocks

sat. 26th Jan. 10 am - 12 pm              Messy Church - Activity morning for adults and children with refreshments

hassoCKs Village maRKet                                                                  national tyres forecourt

sat.  26th Jan.  9 am – 1 pm                                                 Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 

aD~astRa BeaCon of light spiRitual CentRe                                     adastra hall, hassocks

sun. 27th Jan. 10 am doors open.                         Meditation Group 10.10 to 10.30 am  Divine Service at 11 am
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• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

DitchLing singers                                                                               
sun. 6th Jan. 4 - 6 pm             Rehearsals at Old Meeting House, Ditchling - Open to all more info 01273 844818     
sun. 20th Jan. 4 - 6 pm           Rehearsals at Keymer Church Hall, Keymer - Open to all more info 01273 844818
hassocks FieLD society                                                                          adastra hall, hassocks
Mon. 14th Jan. 7.45 pm                                                  Gongoozling for Beginners - Neil Sadler.  All welcome
Mon. 28th Jan. 7.45 pm                                         The Search for Wallaces Spider - Ray Hale.  All welcome 
hurst ViLLage cineMa hurstpierpoint Players theatre
For films and showing times visit hurstfilms.com              
keyMer FoLk Dance cLub                                                     united reformed church hall, hassocks                                                                 
Mon. 7th Jan. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                                    Club Callers.  All welcome
Mon. 21st Jan. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                                Sean Goddard.  All welcome    
sussex VaLe rotary                                                                      email secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk
Mon. 7th Jan. 7.30 pm                                                   Meeting at Mid Sussex Golf Club with District Governor
Mon. 14th Jan. 7.30 pm                             Meeting at Mid Sussex Golf Club with speaker from Know Dementia
Fri. 25th Jan. 7.30 pm                                                                      Burns Night Supper at Mid Sussex Golf Club  

Lost ProPerty being held at QD
Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Has-
socks, West Sussex  BN6 8AR
01273 846978.  
A digital watch found outside Down-
lands School in December. A small An-

imal Jam toy found in Downsview Road, A childs
character bobble hat, also a ring all handed in from
Light Up Hassocks night.  A black wallet in Adastra
Park at the end of October, a single door key with a

leather fob found at the end of October

Don’t forget to like us on Facebook
‘QD Stationery’

for all the up to date 
Lost & Found Items
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John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel

ReFlexology
Theresa Harman   MFHT
Fully Qualified • Fully Insured

Tel 01273 841270

PUBLICITY OPPORTUNITIES AT OLDLAND
WINDMILL 2018 was another very successful year for
Oldland Mill. Despite the major task of refurbishing two
sweeps during the summer of 2018 and the interruption
this caused in the regular milling activities, a lot of
milling was carried out in advance of the refurbishment
to build up a stock of flour for sale. This enabled us to
maintain the supply to our regular outlets. After rehang-
ing the sweeps, we again focussed on milling to replenish
our stock of flour in the Autumn so as not to disappoint
all our many customers.
As we always anticipated, running a working windmill
is very different to restoring a windmill, but we have cre-
ated a milling team of volunteers who enjoy the excite-
ment - and challenge – of controlling the windmill. There
is very great satisfaction in standing inside the windmill
as she grinds away, swaying slightly to the rhythmic ro-
tation of the wind shaft as fine white flour pulses out
from the spout. But to ensure that the mill runs reliably
and safely we need to attract a steady income to cover

the regular maintenance and insurance costs.
Our Promotion and Fund-raising Team look after all as-
pects of publicity including designing and printing the
A4 posters on display in the village before open days,
designing and printing various mill leaflets and cards of
all descriptions for sale in aid of mill funds, and ensuring
that notice of our events appear in the local press. The
team also explore opportunities to sell more flour and
raise funds by other means. The team meets every two
to three months and the meetings (which are informal
and good fun!) rarely last more than one and a half hours.
We have recently lost a couple of regular team members
and are looking for replacements. We’re particularly in-
terested in attracting some more volunteers who are so-
cial media savvy and interested in working with our Web
Master to ensure that our website remains current.
If this opportunity appeals to you or you would like more
information, please contact me Fred Maillardet on 01273
842342. Similarly, if you know of somebody who might
be interested, please ask them to get in touch with me.
2019 will be another exciting year for Oldland Windmill
with the second pair of sweeps being refurbished. Why
not become a part of the team?  

Fred Maillardet

MESSY CHURCH is a morning of activities for adults
and children with refreshments and food for thought.
Why not come along and try the activities or just pop in
for coffee, tea, cake and a chat.  Organised by Churches
Together in Hassocks the next Messy Church will be on
Saturday 26th January between 10 am and 12 noon at
Hassocks United Reformed Church.  There is no charge
and all are welcome.                            

Darryl Sinclair
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The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk         info@thehassocks.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
BOOKINGS NOW BEING
TAKEN FOR 2020 !!

Self Contained with Bar*
Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned 
PA System or DJ Available

Seating for up to 90 people 
3 Course Meals or 

Hot & Cold Buffets available
Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More

Call Chris on 01273 842113 for details.
*Terms and conditions apply

GoinG Dry for january?

why not come anD try 
our new ranGe of
non - alcoholic 

beveraGes
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R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

OVEN CLEANING
Frontier Oven Cleaning

Have your oven professionally cleaned 

& make it look brand new again. Good Rates

Tel: 07513 010715
Email: frontiercarpetcleaning@gmail.com

MOT
01273 846 388

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS • AIR CON RE-GAS

107 KEYMER ROAD

HASSOCKS BN6 8QL
Email: sales@silverbrookes.co.uk

HASSOCKS WI What a lovely productive evening we
had at our November meeting, with ladies producing
Christmas crafts, although it has to be said, there was as
much chatting as working going on. Many of the craft
items were sold on our stall at Light Up Hassocks, along
with the usual delicious cakes and produce. What a fan-
tastic evening that was. It was lovely to see so many peo-
ple coming to our stall, and we completely sold out of
everything. Our WI ladies were also responsible for the
judging of the best dressed Christmas window competi-
tion. The windows looked really festive, and with so
many wonderful entries this year we had some hard de-
cisions to make.
This month the fun of the festive season is over, and on
21st January we’re back to business - the business of
discussing the resolutions for 2019. The resolutions stem
from the concerns of our members, and all suggestions
put forward are whittled down to a shortlist of 6. These
are debated in every WI, and every member has a vote
to decide which resolution will form the basis for the
next national campaign. Just in case we get too serious,
there will be light-hearted entertainment to follow.

Hopefully, this will be the start of another exciting year
of WI activities. Why don’t you come and join us? Adas-
tra Hall. 7.45 pm. 3rd Monday in the month. Check out
our website wihassocks.org.uk for further information.                                        

Maureen Dodd
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The Foot Nurse
Total Footcare Appointments £26.50
Pop in or call Marie Ioannou MAFHP

99 Keymer Parade, Keymer 

Tel:01273 845921      www.footnurse.co.uk

PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

CROHN’S DISEASE RESEARCH A Christmas card
I received from CICRA (Crohn’s in Childhood Research
Association) wishes you all a Happy and Healthy 2019
and thanks you for the support given to them during
2018. I have sent a cheque for £900 being monies raised
mainly from the successful concert in June and also from
the collecting boxes that Kevin Thorne, the butcher in
Market Place, Burgess Hill keeps for CICRA. I thank
Kevin and his staff for their help and, of course his kind
customers, too.
My thanks, too, to our own butcher here in Hassocks,
Andy Twine who also houses a collecting box on his
counter just waiting for the odd change to come its way.
Thank you everyone.
I cannot believe that I am having to tell you that there
will be no ‘Variety Show’ in June this year due to my
problems. I am sure you can imagine how bitterly dis-
appointed I am as the shows have not only raised a lot
of money over the years but it also kept the serious ill-
ness of Crohn’s Disease to the fore in our local commu-
nities. It goes without saying that I always thoroughly
enjoyed producing them and I hope you had enjoyment,
too from the concert evenings.
If anyone wishes to donate to CICRA or would be will-
ing to house a collecting tin please ring me on 01273
845291 - I will be pleased to speak to you. I have to
thank everyone for their generosity over the years which

has raised over £83,000 to date and I shall be doing my
best to keep that total improving.  I wish you all a
Healthy and Happy 2019.                                    Dorrie

DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH of THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION: On behalf of the Chair-
man, Tom Jones, and the Branch Committee, we would
like to thank all the shops, businesses, our wonderful
door-to-door Collectors, Poppy Knitters, St Margaret’s
School and to everyone who has supported and helped
with the 2018 Poppy Appeal. This year our total has
reached well over £5,000 which is a record amount for
the Branch. Therefore, please accept a very heartfelt
thank you to each and everyone of you who has given
so generously to our Branch Poppy Appeal and a huge
thank you on behalf of those who will now benefit from
your support. Margaret Bovill

DITCHLING SINGERS Why not start the New Year
by joining a friendly choir?  If you enjoy singing popular
songs why not give the Ditchling Singers a try?  No au-
ditions and the first session is free.  We rehearse on al-
ternative Sundays.  
Our January dates are Sunday 6th January from 4 to 6
pm, in the Old Meeting House in Ditchling, and Sunday
20th January from 4 to 6 pm at Keymer Church Hall.
Just come along or contact Julie on 01273 844818 or
Christine on 01273 846098. Julie and Christine
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john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

Landscape Gardening & Landscape Gardening & 
Ground Maintenance SpecialistsGround Maintenance Specialists

We offer a wide variety of competitively priced garden services
including :-

Creative Landscaping - Ground Maintenance - Garden Design 
Complete Garden Renovation - Fencing - Artificial Grass 

Patios & Driveways - Walls - Pagodas - Decking
Ornamental Lighting...And much more...

We operate a fully insured friendly, reliable & 

professional service & all work is guaranteed. 

For a free no obligation quote please contact 
Peter on 07795 128456 

or email:  admin@inthepipelineltd.co.uk

AWARDS SUCCESS This term Hurstpierpoint Gym-
nastics Club has presented a record 175 British Gymnas-
tics Awards. Each award is the result of coaching
gymnasts in the performance of ten skills from the na-
tionwide proficiency award scheme. Each gymnast is
tested by our team of coaches and then the end of term
sees the presentation of the awards gained.
Well done to all the gymnasts and coaches in this
achievement. Mid Sussex District Council are thanked
for funding this term’s awards.
Junior & Senior gymnasts will now be turning their at-
tention to the 20th Arts Competition, creating sports ac-
robatic group sixes, ribbon or beam pairs and hoop solo
routines. Just like the awards, entry to the competition
is free with gymnasts themselves choosing which parts
of the competition to enter.
If there are any children who think they would like to try
Gymnastics, at the time of writing, the Club has vacan-
cies in January for girls on Wednesdays and Thursdays,
for Junior age boys on Tuesdays and Pre-school girls on
Friday afternoons. There are short waiting lists for pre-
school boys and Infant / Key Stage One boys.

Please contact the Club for the up-to-date position. Fur-
ther information and the link to emails is on the website
www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk

Andrew Hair

YOUR LOCAL CRICKET CLUB NEEDS YOUR
HELP! Do you have a spare room that’s not being
used? Keymer and Hassocks cricket club are looking for
some help ahead of the coming season.
We are looking for someone who would be able to house
a young and respectable Australian player who will be
spending the summer playing for the club and coaching
the communities youngsters as well as working with
local companies.
The club will pay a weekly fee for housing the individual
and this can be discussed moving forward. We have had
great success in the past with people housing individuals
who have really enjoyed the experience.
If you would be interested or could help out in any way
then please do get in touch with me on 07853 296787 or
Joeisted21@hotmail.com.                              

Joe Isted
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Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL In May 2019 there
will be local elections for the Parish and District Coun-
cils. The Parish Council which works solely for the local
community consists of 15 councillors and these posts are
all up for re-election. This is a really good opportunity
for local residents to take on a role that helps to meet the
needs of our community. To give you a flavour of what’s
involved I have written the following piece:
What the Parish Council does – Well there is the practi-
cal stuff like the Parish Office where you can get lots of
local info including for example Bus Timetables, Plan-
ning Applications, info on local organisations as well as
lots of other help if you don’t know who to approach.
Then there’s running and maintaining Adastra Park and
Memorial Garden both of which were gifted to the com-
munity by Edward Stafford; whilst it’s quite unusual for
a Parish to have a park (most are run by Mid Sussex
Council) it does allow us to update it with facilities that
local people use and currently there is a major project to
improve the range of facilities over the next two years.
We also own and manage two pieces of land – Parklands
Copse where the access was improved a few years ago
with a new footpath giving an attractive streamside walk
which emerges into fields with lovely views of the South
Downs and Talbot Field (on the road towards Hurst)
which is kept as a managed wild area to support local
wildlife and offer a spot for a quite wander or possibly
even a family picnic. Oh yes and there’s the Burial

Ground at Keymer. We also do lots of other things that
involve working with either Mid Sussex District or West
Sussex County Councils. Sometimes we can only en-
courage them to take action that benefits the local com-
munity - But by providing some modest additional
funding from the Parish we have been most effective in
getting West Sussex to properly implement the Hassocks
Traffic and Parking Scheme and also to improve a cou-
ple of local Footpaths and Bridleways – all against pres-
sures to spend their budgets on other communities.
Currently we are working on a revised Neighbourhood
Plan with Mid Sussex with the aim of protecting the
character of the Village which is a tough call given that
the National Government has set housing targets for the
District Council and that the Railway Station and
Schools are seen by both Builders and Planners as a rea-
son to focus on Hassocks. The Parish Council meets
once a month to oversee the running of the council and
there are a number of Committees that manage the fa-
cilities and projects that are underway. Meetings are nor-
mally held in the evening and the commitment can be as
little as a couple of evenings per month although as they
find projects that inspire them it’s not unusual for indi-
vidual councillors to increase their commitment from
time to time.
If you find this interesting you can get further informa-
tion from the Parish Clerk and the Website.     

Ian Weir
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STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

ADASTRA PARK PROJECT UPDATE DECEM-

BER 2018 Since the consultation event in May, much
work has been going on behind the scenes to progress
improvements to the park using the Park Masterplan as
our guide.
Garden of Remembrance - Improvements to the Garden
of Remembrance had the greatest support from the con-
sultation responses. During the consultation we asked
for volunteers to work on the Garden, and as a result we
are fortunate to have acquired a keen pool of dedicated
people who have worked hard tidying borders, pruning
trees and cutting hedges to prepare the area for the next
stage of the work, which will involve planting borders
and improving the pathways.
Rain Garden - As many of you may have noticed, the
rain garden has now been installed in the South Field,
Adastra Park.  The garden is an initiative of HKD Tran-
sition and has been installed in partnership with the
Parish Council. It is designed to help mitigate the effects
of heavy rainfall on the drainage system, and, once es-

tablished, the garden will also provide some natural play
value and be a feature within the park. A local company,
Garden Sage, has kindly designed the planting scheme
and provided plants for the rain garden, which HKD will
maintain.
Both of the above projects have been excellent opportu-
nities for partnership working with the community. 
Wheel/Skatepark - We have appointed a project manager
to oversee the development of this initiative, and the ten-
der has now been advertised. It is anticipated that a pre-
ferred supplier(s) will have been selected in the New
Year, and a public consultation will be held inviting
those interested to view and comment on the proposed
design(s).  These responses will be valuable in helping
to shape the final design.
We will be publicising further as the project progresses,
but in the meantime please do look at the Parish Council
website for this and other Parish news -
www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk.  

Ian Cumberworth, Parish Clerk.
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HurStpierpoiNt BaSed Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Barry NewmaN
GardeN aNd FeNciNG ServiceS

No Job Too Small est. 1984

01273 845063 

DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL – Always
Giving!  The students at Downlands are very proud of
their school uniform - from their black leather shoes to
the bright red jumpers, they are instantly recognisable as
Downlands students. But it was all change on Friday 2
November as we celebrated the birthday of Daisy Bush-
nell.
Daisy brought a smile to all our faces and one of her
great loves was wearing crazy trainers - the brighter and
more colourful the better. She was such a beautiful per-
son - a real bright spark. Sadly, Daisy lost her battle with
cancer last year but her spirit is very much with us.
So, to celebrate what would have been her 15th birthday,
students and staff alike donned their crazy trainers. They
came in all shapes and colours - from just trendy to really
wacky! In exchange for a £1 donation and for one day
only, students and staff were allowed to wear their train-
ers to school.
It was not always a very elegant picture - some female
staff in lovely dresses with their running shoes - but we
raised a whopping £1060, which we are donating to the
Chestnut Tree House Hospice.
The Downlands Christmas Tree Forest raised an addi-
tional £150 for the Chestnut Tree House Hospice.  We
celebrated Children in Need with a non-uniform day in
exchange for £1 donation and raised £1348 (with an ad-
ditional £337 gift aid).  The students also dipped into
their pockets to raise money for SeeKenya who provide

lifesaving eye care free of charge to those in need in
Kenya. The Geography Department ran two events; a
cake sale and crazy glasses day raising over £150. 
Just before Christmas each tutor group was asked to
make a hamper that would be delivered to a family in
need over the Christmas period.  We were humbled by
the beautiful hampers that were created and hope they
brought pleasure to the recipients.
As this goes to print we are planning our Christmas
Jumper Day for the end of term which students and staff
at Downlands love and which raises a considerable do-
nation for the St Peters and St James Hospice.
Thank you to everyone - the generosity of our students
and their families change lives.               Nicki Burston

K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,
Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 
Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81
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Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

NICEIC & Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

DITCHLING WI Our December meeting was our
Christmas party. We enjoyed some games and a quiz.
A lovely Christmas tea and, of course, a visit from Father
Christmas with his sack of gifts, and a grand Raffle.
Our January meeting is on Thursday 10th January at
2.15 pm in the Village Hall. 
With Dick Morley - Ditchling Boyhood - ‘My First
Decade’. All are welcome.                  Briony Coomber

CLAYTON & KEYMER ROYAL BRITISH LE-
GION POPPY APPEAL NOVEMBER 2018
At the close of The Poppy Appeal for 2018 our total
amounted to £17,112.26 (yet another increase on previ-
ous years!).
We were again able to set up a stall at Southdown Gar-
den Centre for the fortnight of The Appeal, with our own
fantastic volunteers, helped by ‘The West Sussex Mili-
tary Trust at weekends.
A big thank you to every shop in Clayton, Keymer and
Hassocks for having our collecting tins and Poppy boxes
on their premises during the Fortnight of The Appeal.
Grateful thanks must also go to Mrs Stella Jenner for the
innovative use she made of her artistic skills in her gar-
den this year and offering tea and cakes to visitors this
year to commemorate 100 years since the end of WW1.
Proceeds from her labours amounted to £351.26
which she has kindly donated to The Appeal.

We still have a ‘collection night’ to come with the ‘Light-
Up-Hassocks’ evening at the end of November, put on
by our Club Volunteers at this very popular event.
I am so very grateful to everyone who gave up their time
to help to achieve yet another increase in The Poppy Ap-
peal funds for Clayton & Keymer Royal British Legion
this year.                                                      Carol White

STAR CINEMA - Friday 18th January – an important
date for your diary!
Here’s our heart-warming film for the New Year – a
great way to beat those January blues! 
“Get ready to sing and dance, laugh and love all over
again. Ten years after Mamma Mia! The Movie grossed
more than $600 million around the world, you are in-
vited to return to the magical Greek island of Kalokairi
in an all-new original musical based on the songs of
ABBA. With the film’s original cast returning and new
additions including Lily James (Cinderella, Baby
Driver).  Mamma Mia! Here We Go Again is produced
by Judy Craymer and Gary Goetzman, producers of the
original film. Craymer is also the creator and producer
of the worldwide smash-hit stage musical. Ol Parker,
writer of The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel, writes and di-
rects the sequel”.
Doors open at 7 pm and the film starts at 7.30 pm.  

Bob Kenhard
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General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 834057

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

CArpet CleAning

By CleAn-A-CArpet
Friendly,  Family Run Business.

Compet i t ive Pr ices & Local  to the Area
For advice on al l  of  our services

Cal l  John or Emma on 
01273 831037 or 07960 495325

Logs
Quality seasoned logs to keep you warm in the winter nights.

1 Cubic metre bulk sack £70.00

1 Bag kindling £4.00

stacking available upon request
(stacking fee £5 per cubic metre)

All mixed hardwood logs are dry & fully seasoned

07725 841590 
daniel@jbarenas.co.uk

SOME 200 PEOPLE GATHERED FOR THE RE-
MEMBRANCE BEACON AND WALKED UP
CLAYTON HILL TO COMMEMORATE 100
YEARS WAR: BATTLE’S OVER. Last Post was per-
formed by Julie from Mid Sussex Brass Band, the Bea-
con lit by Rob Ganpatsingh retired Captain from Royal
Gurkha Rifle Regiment and Cry for Peace recited by Ian
Weir from Hassocks Parish Council. The church bells
tolled in Remembrance organised by Diana Webley-
Ward. We raised £248.12 for the Royal Air Force Benev-
olent Fund.
Thank you to Knight’s Budgens of Hassocks for donat-
ing the hot dogs and especially to Carol Smethurst for
cooking them. 
Thank you to Mid Sussex District Council for providing
the community grant to fund the event, Gary giving us
permission to use his field and Jill Windmill Society for
illuminating their windmill.
Thank you Su for designing our poster.
A huge thank you to all the volunteers who without them
I could not have organised this event with Georgia
Cheshire: Dan, Mike, Ian, Reggie, David, Fiona, Julian,
my mum and dad and husband Nick, and my bucket col-
lection helpers.
Thank you all for a very poignant and memorable Re-
membrance Sunday: Lest we forget. 
For more information on this national tribute visit

www.brunopeek.co.uk Michelle Binks

DITCHING DOWNS WI Our speaker for November
was Nancy Strafford on the subject of “Anecdotes of an
Air Hostess”. She treated us to a lively and amusing de-
scription of her many years working for British Cale-
donian.  She had had an ambition to be an Air Hostess
since she was 11 years old. Having survived a gruelling
interview and selection process, she followed a strict six
week training. She displayed the variety of uniforms she
wore during her 25 years’ service, showing us the skirt
with a tiny waist that she wore at the start of her career.
She described what it was like for instance, to wear tery-
lene clothes in a tropical country without air condition-
ing! She had many tales to tell us, such as proposals of
marriage from passengers, looking after an abandoned
baby, the plane being struck by lightning, and distressing
incidents, such as a man in first class committing suicide.
She delighted in the chance to visit countries around the
world.  She described her years with British Caledonian
as a wonderful career, and is thrilled that her daughter is
just embarking on a similar career.
Our January 2019 meeting will be held in the Old Meet-
ing House in the Twitten, Ditchling on Tuesday 8th Jan-
uary at 7.30 pm. Doors open 7 pm. Guests welcome.
The speaker is Dai Thomas on the subject “Lowland
Rescue”. Sally Willis
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Competitive Rates 

Free Quotes & Advice

Call Ian  07917 193692
smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Hassocks Resident

Quality WindoWs & Building services
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation

For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors          

Conservatories & Porches

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

All aspects of building work

Roofing Kitchens

Pointing Bathrooms

Decorating General Maintenance

Call Mark on 

01273 831201

info@kestrelabs.co.uk

Friendly, Professional service. Qualified staff. 

Competitive rates.  Home visits.

For all your Year End Accounts, Bookkeeping,

Payroll, CIS, Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

and VAT requirements

Self Employed Sole Traders,  Partnerships,

Small Companies

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL The autumn term drew
to a close with many of the usual events you would ex-
pect to take place at The Windmills Junior School.  We
are so grateful to the enthusiastic team of parents who
form the ‘Friends of Windmills School’ committee –
they have worked so hard to organise many things on the
run up to Christmas including Christmas card and mer-
chandise sales and a trip to the Ice Skating Rink at
Brighton Pavilion.   Their attention then turned to the
Christmas Fayre!   The money raised through this
fundraising provides many activities that we would oth-
erwise not be able to offer the children, and therefore
very much appreciated by the school.  The FoWS team
certainly deserved a well-earned rest over the Christmas
break!
Year 4 treated fellow pupils and parents to an exciting
performance of ‘What Christmas Means To Me’.  The
show even included a guest appearance from none other
than ‘Rich Cliffard’ - much to everyone’s amusement!
Well done to all who were involved!    
During the last week of term, children and staff joined
together in the school hall for a festive lunch provided
by the Chartwells team!  The day of the lunch coincided
with the Save the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’.
Everyone was invited to take part by coming to school
wearing a Christmas jumper - the classrooms were burst-
ing with an array of very colourful and glitzy woollies!

We were proud to send our donations to Save the Chil-
dren to help give children in the UK and around the
world a chance to build a better future.   
The last afternoon before the Christmas break was
marked with Years 5 and 6 performing a mix of tradi-
tional and modern carols to a packed hall; it was cer-
tainly a calm and gentle way to end what had been a very
busy term.
We would like to wish everyone all the very best for the
New Year – we look forward to telling readers more
about life at The Windmills during 2019!    

Sue Bandy

FROM ALL AT CHILDHELP - HASSOCKS A big
thank you for supporting us over this year.  We have been
able to help many needy families and children’s causes
with your generous support.  A bid thank you to Alan
from Mid Sussex Flooring for our wonderful new floor.                                              

Ruth Barrett-Miles

THANK YOU We would like to thank the many people
who supported our 100 years of the ending of the war
tribute we made in our garden.
The total raised for the British Legion, Hassocks Poppy
Appeal was £351.26.              

Derek and Stella Jenner
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Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151
Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk                                 Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters
and also

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

We come to you! Local Service Free Quotes

Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

MESSAGE FROM SUSSEX POLICE AND CRIME
COMMISSIONER, KATY BOURNE - SUSSEX PO-
LICE FUNDING 2018-2022 Sussex Police have
started the biggest intake of new police officers for over
a decade. This has been made possible by the increase
in police precept of an average £12 for a band D prop-
erty, and the PCC releasing £17 million from reserves.
It means that over the next four years, Sussex will have
200 more police officers on the frontline than it does
today. 
Although residents are pleased to hear that local policing
will be strengthened by these 200 extra officers, they are
already indicating that they would like even more. That
is why the PCC has opened a survey on her website to
gauge potential support for raising more funding locally
if the Government lifts the current cap on the police pre-
cept.
Please take a moment to make your views known on this
link  
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=15403831
7338 You can find out more about funding for Sussex
Police 2018-22 here:
https:
//www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/transparency/sussex-
police-funding-2018-22/

Mervin Dadd

REMEMBRANCE PARADE - 11/11/2018 A very big
thank you to everyone who gave their time to be part of,
or support the parade this year. This year was even more
special as it was the centenary of the end of World War
1.
The parade was the largest we have seen in recent years
as was the number of people who lined the route as we
made our way from Woodsland Road to St Edwards
church in Keymer.
The church was full to capacity with people having to
stand. After the church service wreaths were laid at the
war memorial in Keymer, the last post played by the
Burgess Hill Marching Youth Band buglers and a 2
minute silence observed.
The parade then marched back to the Royal British Le-
gion in Woodsland Road, making a short detour via Villa
Adastra to play Happy Birthday to Dilys Armistice Fox
who was celebrating her 100th Birthday on the day.
Thank you once again to our Parish Council for their
support and sponsorship of the parade, all our council-
lors  for their support and participation at both the morn-
ing and afternoon services, our local businesses and
youth organisations but most of all our community - it
is important we continue to remember and pay our re-
spects.                                              

Paul Kirkdale
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For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

Julie’s Loving Homecare

PRIVATE CARER
Registered, DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Self Employed

Do you need a little help to live independently?
Occasional or Regular Hours

Domestic, Meal Prep, Transport, Shopping,
Outings, Paperwork, Respite for Carers

Experienced in Dementia Support

Call Julie for an informal chat

07709 768313

julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com

BURGESS HILL RESIDENTS
BRENDA, PAT & JEAN MET WITH
PAUL YOUNG FROM BRIGHTON
BASED CHARITY OFF THE FENCE
AT SOUTH DOWNS NURSERIES IN
HASSOCKS LAST WEEK They, along
with many other customers of the Brighton
Road outlet have been busy knitting woolly
hats, scarves and gloves for the homeless liv-
ing on the streets of Brighton & Hove. 
Brenda, Pat & Jean asked to meet Paul, the
charity founder, to find out more about the
work he does with some of the most vulner-
able in our society. Paul explained that there
are currently more than 3,000 homeless in
Brighton & Hove, although the number ac-
tually living on the street is much lower. He
added that his team were busy this week with
the changeover to military sleeping bags, de-
signed to keep people warm as temperatures
plummet to freezing. The much needed hats
and scarves were due to be on the street by
6pm the same evening they were fashioned. 
Off The Fence offers people hope, a way forward and
the opportunity to live a transformed life. For more in-
formation, please visit: www.offthefence.org.uk. If
you’d like to donate hats, scarves or warm socks, please

drop them off to the collection point in The Barn Coffee
Shop & Restaurant at South Downs Nurseries in Has-
socks.                                                

Sarah Mead
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01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07
59

8 
83

64
51

ADASTRA HALL Christmas came and went and
now January seems rather flat. Have you made a
New Year resolution yet? No, well how about saying
you are going to do something different in 2019 – come
along to Adastra Hall to see what is going on there?
Scrabble is held every Monday afternoon (not Bank
Holidays though) from 2 pm to 4.30 pm. It is held in
the Committee Room. It is a friendly atmosphere and
not too serious or competitive. You can have a chat
with a cuppa and a biscuit too and make new friends.
Contact me on 01273 846763 email sylvia-

howard21@gmail.com or Judy Brown on 01273

842464 email jbrown60@hotmail.com.

If you are feeling more energetic, Table Tennis is also
held in the main hall on Monday and Thursday after-
noons from 2 pm to 4 pm. At the moment there is a
waiting list, so if you are interested in joining there is
a form on the notice board to put your name down.
Contacts are Phil Dunk 01273 844709 email
phildunk@yahoo.co.uk. There is also Table Tennis
on Monday evenings in the Green Room from 7.30 pm
to 9.30 pm but with limited players due to space. Con-
tacts are Rosemary and Tony James at 01273 845343

and aejames@talktalk.net or Valerie Dummer on
01273 845143.

Also Short mat Bowls takes place every Tuesday morn-
ing in the main hall from 9.30 am to 12 pm and after-
noon from 2 pm to 4 pm. Again it is very friendly and
not too serious. Here again you can have a chat with a
cuppa and a biscuit. Contacts are Roy Brown on
01273 842741 1932@gmail.com or Brian Johnson on
01273 842307.
These activities are not official clubs so no joining fees
or yearly subscriptions are payable.
There is no commitment to attend any of these activi-
ties every week, just whenever you want to – they are
all on a ‘drop in’ basis. The Adastra Hall organises
these three activities for the community at a reasonable
charge for each session.
Maybe you have just moved to Hassocks or taken re-
tirement and want something to do, so do come along
and give us a try – you having nothing to lose – just
turn up.
If you require any further details about all three activ-
ities, please contact me on 01273 846763 or 
sylviahoward21@gmail.com 

Sylvia Howard

www. villagemagazines.co.uk

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds & Loose Covers

Have your curtains made to measure

Free estimates & home visits by an

experienced curtain maker

Mob 07599 009440

Experience any body massage

treatment in January &

February book your second

treatment with 50% OFF!*
*T's & C's apply

01273 846348
www.profileshealthandbeauty.co.uk

Call us to book 

yours now!

16 Keymer Road, Hassocks BN6 8AN 
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K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

PLUMBING
Kitchens and Bathrooms

inc. Tiling & Plastering

Property Maintenance

Free Quotes

No Job too Small

Call 01273 834293

or Paul 

07752 116470 

or Rob 

07943 804078

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Our first film in the
New Year will be on Thursday, 10th January and is
called Loveless, a drama structured like a crime thriller
about a lost boy in a toxic world.  Set in Russia, the film
is about an estranged couple going through a brutal and
hostile divorce. Both husband and wife have acquired
new partners and are impatient to embark on their new
lives until their 12-year old son, Aloysha, disappears
after overhearing a particularly distressing argument be-
tween them in their cramped flat.  We see the utter de-
spair in the boy’s face and a silent scream of tears.  It
would be good to recount that his warring parents unite
and pool their resources to find him but sadly they are
quite incapable of acting in such a selfless way.  Loveless
uses a toxic marriage to paint a larger portrait of decay,
dereliction and moral detachment.
Director:  Andrei Zvyagintsev    Russian 2017     127
minutes.     15 Cert.
We have two films in February with the first on Thurs-
day, 7th February entitled The Heiresses.  Chela and
Chiquita, both from wealthy families, have been together
for over 30 years but recently their financial situation
has worsened forcing them to  begin selling off their in-
herited possessions.  When their debts lead to Chiquita
being imprisoned for fraud, Chela is forced to face a new
reality.  Driving for the first time in years, she starts to
provide a local taxi service to wealthy elderly ladies.
Chela then encounters the much younger, sensual Angy,

forging a fresh and exciting new connection.  As a result
Chela begins to break out of her shell and engage with
the world embarking on her own personal intimate rev-
olution.
Director:  Marcelo Martinessi     Spanish   2018     95
minutes,  15 Cert.
Our second film on Thursday, 21st February will be
Lady Macbeth a compelling psychological drama based
on the short story, Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District
by Nikolai Leskov.  In 19th Century rural England,
Katherine has been married off to Alexander, the morose
and sexually inadequate son of a wealthy mine owner
called Boris, who rules the roost. Trapped in this loveless
marriage to a man twice her age, Katherine begins a pas-
sionate affair with Sebastian, a much younger, truculent
worker on the family estate.  The affair unleashes in
Katherine a force inside her so powerful that she will
stop at nothing to get what she wants.
Director:  William Oldroyd    English    2016       89 min-
utes.  15 Cert.
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased
by the glass beforehand. There is ample free parking be-
hind the hall.  Guests and temporary members are wel-
come - a fee is payable at the door.

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel
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P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

The Old Flower Field
4 Star Holiday Lodges & Campsite

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Relax & Unwind in 4 Star Luxury Lodges

or share a camping experience

on the edge of the South Downs National Park

just a short walk from the village.

Professional Tiler
City & Guild Qualified

CeramiCs - PorCelain 

naTural sTone - mosaiCs

Covering Sussex • Free Estimates

Call: 07980 984777 email: NKTiling@outlook.com

Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

DAISY: GROWING UP IN A SUSSEX VILLAGE

1897 – 1919 – AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY EVA

DAISY ELLIS (NEE RANDELL), EDITED BY

PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS AND PUBLISHED

BY THE HURST HISTORY STUDY GROUP  IN

2003.  Extract, Page 183 to 186
But it was now the turn of the village to become a central
part of the history of the war. Hurst was to become a
“centre” of the war’s direction, at least from the British
viewpoint, during that last year of 1918.
How it came about, I do not really know, perhaps it has
already been recorded in some history book or in some
memoir. So far as the people of Hurst knew Lord Rid-
dell, the owner of The News of the World and a close
personal friend of the Prime Minister, David Lloyd
George, had arranged to rent Danny Mansion from the
Campions. What no one knew initially was that Lord
Riddell had rented it on behalf of Lloyd George as a
country “retreat”. Why this was is, perhaps, something
of a mystery. I have never seen any explanation.
Only a few months before (October 5, 1917) Sir Arthur
Lee had given a house and estate near Great Missenden,
35 miles from London, called “Chequers”, to the nation
in perpetuity for the use of the incumbent Prime Minister
as a country residence. Why then had Lloyd George de-
cided to rent Danny Mansion in Hurstpierpoint? Was the
refurbishment at “Chequers” incomplete or was it for se-

curity measures? I think it probably was [the latter] for
there was absolutely no mention of the fact even in the
local newspaper and I know that Harry Beal, who used
to be the local reporter, cycling into Hurstpierpoint every
week on his bicycle from Burgess Hill to pick up the
news, actually knew that Danny had an “eminent per-
sonality” staying there.
At no time was there any mention of Lloyd George’s
presence there, save once. I heard afterwards that the one
“slip” created a furore. In a report of the village whist
drive to raise funds for a war charity, Lloyd George’s
name was listed. The local newspaper was, I am told,
“hauled over the coals” about this. So I would say that
the “authorities” did not want it generally known that
Lloyd George was in residence at Danny. The Campions,
so far as I recall, had moved to a house on the estate, and
it had been put about that Danny Mansion was “empty”.
That was a story repeated in the local newspaper with
George Beal adding, slyly, that he had, however, noticed
some “eminent persons” on the lawns of the house.
Anyway, Danny Mansion and the village were chosen
to be Prime Minister David Lloyd George’s country
home from July until November, 1918.
My father was “over the moon”. In the heart of the Con-
servative controlled county, he was one of the stalwarts
of the local Liberal Party. Indeed, the Randell family
was, as I have explained before, very much Liberals of
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Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStPiErPoint

SALES of nEw & uSEd mAChinES

SErviCing & rEPAirS of ALL

BrAndS & tyPES of mAChinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

Curtains • Pelmets • Blinds
Loose Covers • Cushions

A selection of quality fabrics can be brought to

your home or supply your own fabric.

Tel. 01273 833614
Email: pncook@hotmail.co.uk

Nina Cook

Soft Furnishings

the late Victorian tradition, pledged to radical social and
electoral reform and “Home Rule” for Ireland, Scotland
and Wales. Cousin David Randell, who had been Liberal
Member of Parliament for Gower, had been one of our
family icons.
Well, Lloyd George was my father’s political idol. In
July, 1917, Lloyd George had stayed for a few weeks at
Great Walstead, about a mile-and-a-half from Lindfield,
which was not far away from Hurst. My father was one
of the leading Mid-Sussex Liberals who had been invited
up to some garden party held at the house and had met
his “hero”. Therefore, when Lloyd George arrived in
Hurst in July, 1918, and gave a private reception to the
party faithful, which was given at Danny, my father re-
ceived his invitation and off he went in his best suit to
meet Lloyd George. I remember how happy he was
when he came back. He said that the Prime Minister had
remembered him from the previous year. Perhaps Lloyd
George’s aide had given him a good brief on village Lib-
eral supporters. Father said that he had been able to have
a long talk with him.
Well, soon after came another invitation for him to attend
a grand party at Danny. This was during the first week
in August and this time the invitation included my
mother and “family”. Well, at the time, there was only
me at home. However, it was too good an opportunity to
pass by and even Elsie decided to come up from

Brighton to join us. The invitation plunged both Elsie
and I into a fever. We would have to have new dresses.
We had absolutely nothing to wear! I can remember how
we dashed around in a panic seeking something suitable.
Eventually we had our new dresses. Elsie’s was pink and
mine was blue. We had large “Dolly Varden” hats with
ribbons hanging down the back and small bunches of
forget-me-nots, lace gloves and parasols and “dolly
bags” for our handkerchiefs. We spend hours sewing the
accessories to make sure they were perfect. It is strange
but I cannot remember what my mother wore though I
can recall father in his grey flannel suit, white shirt and
grey cravat, with pin, and his top silk hat.
There was a band playing on the lawn outside Danny,
the Sussex Yeomanry Cadet Band from Brighton. There
were large marquees, an area for dancing, refreshment
tents and countless people, many in uniforms of all
colours and sizes. The noise of voices and laughter often
drowned out the band. I recall Mrs Arthur Weekes fuss-
ing around the stalls and Mrs Anscombe running refresh-
ments.
Reverend Finch was apparently in charge of the fete, and
there was a sale of work to help the wounded soldiers,
many of whom were allowed to attend. Colonel and the
Hon. Mrs Campion were there, waiting attendance on
the Prime Minister.

to be continued next month...
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AAA 
PLUMBING & HEATING

PAuL SkiDmORE
Heating Engineer

Crosswinds
South Bank
Hassocks
West Sussex 
BN6 8JP

01273 844829 / 07767 702717

176874

podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quotes

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating • Handyman by the hour
Minor building works • Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs • Tiling • Decking • Fencing
Property Maintenance

RePuTaBle, InSuReD & FaMIly Run
www.sussexhandyman.co.uk

SHORT-EARED OWL - They came from the land of
ice and snow.  On soft, silent wings they came.  Gliding
over forests and skimming across the lowlands until the
seemingly impassable dark sea stretched out ahead of
them. But still they flew on. 
The first signs of this Nordic invasion came in October.
Observers stationed on the Norfolk coastline watched
the first of them glide overhead. Another followed. Then
another. Elsewhere along our eastern seaboard, more
silent invaders were arriving.
Short-eared owls are scarce winter visitors to Sussex.
Swiss ornithologist Paul Geroudet described them as
‘nomads who camp where the table is laid’. This winter
dozens of these wandering diners were reported in Sus-
sex and small parliaments (the collective term for owls,
pub quizzers) lingered around the meadows along the
county’s river valleys where they have tucked in to a
bountiful rodent buffet. 
In Sussex we have four breeding owl species. The most
familiar will be the tawny owl – whose hoots and twit-
to-woos can be heard in our woodlands. The barn owl is
that pale spectral spirit that may be glimpsed in the head-
lights along country lanes at night. The long-eared owl
is our rarest, most elusive species. The little owl was in-
troduced here in the 19th century. It eats worms.  So
when short-eared owls arrive it’s an extra owl to get ex-

cited about. The meadows around the Ouse, Arun and
Adur become popular destinations for owl watchers to
observe these graceful daytime hunters.  
And a hunting short-eared owl is a sight to behold. It’s a
large bird - with a one metre wingspan - but agile. It
twists, weaves and glides low over the ground before
dropping hard on its prey. Its ‘short ears’ are just feather
tufts. Its bright yellow eyes are set in a face which seems
fixed in a permanent impatient, angry expression. 
I recently led a walk to see these owls and our group
waited patiently on the Ouse banks. Our first sighting
was high, distant and disappointing. But another hunting
owl, seemingly oblivious to us, flew closer. And closer…
and closer still. There is something eerie about the sound
of seventeen people not breathing, but as the owl passed
by we were stunned and as silent as its wingbeats. After
hunting, the owls will gather and roost, no doubt dream-
ing of Northern Lights, lemmings and the long journey
home.  
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring
for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded in
1961, we have worked with local people for over half a
century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect
our rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting our
work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael
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Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy
free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife maga-
zine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife.
It’s easy to join online at
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the phone
on 01273  497532.                               Michael Blencowe

HASSOCKS MUSIC FESTIVAL A dear friend came to
me and said she wanted to put on a Proms in the Park and
asked for my help and so was born a new initiative: Has-
socks Music Festival. The proposed date for your diaries
is Saturday 7th September and hopefully to be hosted by
Downlands Community School. It will be an open air con-
cert as a revival of Proms in the Park which last happened
in Hassocks in 2009! The concept is to bring a variety of
music under one stage such as pop, rock, classical and
opera. Hassocks Community Organisation, HCO, have
kindly offered their support. The organisation of this event
is very much in the early stages but looking to provide fur-
ther information early 2019. Ultimately we will be raising
funds for St Peter and St James Hospice. Should anyone
like to get involved please contact me, Michelle Binks, on
07505 123149.                                                Michelle Binks

DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT The World War One
trail showing the impact of the war on the village received
much positive feedback both from villagers and visitors to
the village.  The trail told of many Ditchling people and
their involvement in the war – the men serving overseas and
their families waiting at home, the nurses and VADs, the
shopkeepers and farmers - all with a story to be told.  Now
these stories can be read together in a new DHP publication
‘World War 1 ‘Street by Street: the impact of the Great war
on Ditchling.’ If you would like a copy please email
history.project@btinternet.com Janet Cragg

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS At the time of this mag-
azine going to print our Christmas show has still to take
place so news on that next month.
We, at Friends and Neighbours, are all finding it difficult to
come to terms with the fact that rehearsals are no longer
needed at present but we are still keeping everything
crossed that a ‘pianist’ will come along as a New Year pres-
ent so that we may keep ‘variety’ alive in our Communi-
ties.
Meanwhile there will be details next month re our March
Lunch event and we now send our best wishes to you all
for a Happy and Healthy 2019.  

From us all at Friends and Neighbours

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!
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Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ramblers' group
for the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied programme of
walks throughout the year to suit all ages and abilities.
Our walks programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with information
about the group.   
Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends through-
out the year and vary in length from 4-12 miles.   During
the summer there are short walks on Wednesday
evenings, whilst in the winter there are pub socials and
a talks programme covering a wide range of subjects. 
New and experienced walkers are both very welcome
and if you would like to try one of our walks please get
in touch via the Contact Form on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our Secretary
and Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford, on 01403 255654.                                                    

Jo Mitchell

PEMBURY HOUSE SNOWDROP AND HELLE-
BORE GARDEN. OPEN FOR PRE-BOOKED VIS-
ITS Pembury House, Ditchling Road, Clayton. BN6
9PH  “The perfect woodland garden”.  Visitor quote
2018.
Fed up with the winter weather!  Why not visit our snow-
drop and hellebore garden? 
Our Spring Garden will be open for the National Garden
Scheme caring and nursing charities for visitors to enjoy.

Pre-booking only. The garden can be visited from mid-
February to mid-March 2019 (dates on our website). 
Individuals and groups are welcome to pre-book.  The
modest fee includes entry, coffee and cake and garden
tour if required. 
All proceeds from the garden visits go to the NGS caring
and nursing charities.
There have been lots of changes in the garden over the
last 18 months but the weather is much the same. So
please please wear warm clothes and sensible sturdy
shoes. 
Website for details. www.pemburyhouse.co.uk
Parking available at the house.  The garden can be
reached by bus to the Jack and Jill Pub and from Has-
socks station on foot along the Cinder Path (public foot-
path).
We do hope that you will get in touch and make an ap-
pointment to visit our garden.         

Nick & Jane Baker

www.qdstationery.co.uk

info@qdstationery.co.uk
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Have you thought that perhaps you don’t need to rip out the whole kitchen?

A thoughtful and considerate refurbishment may be the answer. There are many ways we can make your kitchen look
new and work like new without changing everything. It is more cost effective and much less messy!

Now! We could talk about the amazing range of replacement doors that we have on display at our Ditchling showrooms
or the wonderful solid oak dovetailed drawers that we make but we are going to start by describing something more
mundane.

Let’s start at the beginning. Perhaps you need new doors or a tall oven or an eye level fridge or new worktops. Perhaps
some things need repositioning and some appliances need replacing. There are many different reasons people want to
re-arrange their kitchens.

The first thing we do is come and give you some sensible intelligent design ideas. How can we change/sort/move around
or replace the minimum elements of your kitchen to give you a refurbished kitchen that really works?

We do not try to sell you lots of new cabinets. We come and discuss how we can transform your existing kitchen with
the minimum of fuss and expense.

Yes, we have a fantastic range of doors and worktops and sinks and taps and appliances and that is important but we are
building our reputation on service and attention to detail.

So firstly, we simply come and discuss what you want or need. You will have your own thoughts. You may have lived
with some real irritations but can’t see a way to sort them out. We can add a professional designers eye. You might well
be pleasantly surprised how inventive we can be at resolving difficult kitchen problems. We will do some sketches and
scribble some plans and discuss costings and budgets. Then we will leave you with these ideas and let you mull them
over at your leisure. There is absolutely no pressure. We are not sales people; we are kitchen designers, cabinet makers
and kitchen installers  offering an exceptional service to the local community at a sensible price.

If you like the ideas then we invite you over to the showrooms at Ditchling [just off the beacon road] to discuss your
plans a bit further. 

Then we come back on site and have another chat…then we will do a neat intelligible plan and a proper quote. Everything
is done in a quiet and leisurely manner. We will never pester you. We will try to work within your budget.

We organise everything like the plumbing, gas fitting, moving a radiator or a new power point or making good an old
wall right down to the painting and decorating. 

When we arrive on the specified day we carefully remove all the contents of each cupboard and place the contents in a
plastic storage box which we label. Then we complete the work. At the end of the refurbishment we put everything back
in the cupboards…under your supervision. We clean and tidy as we go along. Our kitchen installers wear outside shoes
outside and inside work slippers in your house. We try as best as we can to minimise the disruption, dust and the mess.
All old doors and worktops are immediately removed. The kitchen doorway is sealed off by a new plastic doorway to
keep the dust from the rest of the house.

When we’re finished we clean everything from top to bottom and make it sparkle.

We leave you with a bunch of flowers and a brand new looking kitchen with a twenty year guarantee.

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

We are Kitchen Refurbishment specialists

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!

Thanks for taking the time to read this.
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All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryschool.com

A. Twine
Butcher

01273 842296

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm

Rain, SHine, Snow oR Cold 
wHaTeVeR THe weaTHeR

don’T foRgeT we Can deliVeR 
loCally & iT’S fRee foR oRdeRS

oVeR £20.00

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273
844461. Office hours between 9 am and 3.45 pm
w w w . a c h a s s o c k s . c o . u k
email:enquiries@achassocks.co.uk. Follow us on
Facebook Age Concern Hassocks. We have our own
Charity Shop – Do pop in and take a look.
Happy New Year to you all! 
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks on Tuesday 5th Feb-
ruary at 9.30 am – NHS Only – just turn up and a wait-
ing system is in place. Chiropody and Hairdressing
appointments available Monday to Friday please call to
book your appointment. 
Do you know someone that could benefit from coming
along to our centre? Lunch is served every week day and
we serve refreshments each morning. To join us for
lunch please give us a call to book a place. We can also
help with transport in and around Hassocks if you require
a lift. Our Mini bus is driven by volunteer drivers who
are assisted by an escort. New members are always wel-
come.
Do you enjoy Crafts? Come along to Jane’s Table on
Tuesday 8th and 15th January 1.45 pm for crafts a
cuppa and a chat. Any Scrabble players out there? Do
come along to our Scrabble afternoons on Thursday 3rd
and 17th January at 1.45 pm.

We have a Reflexologist who will be coming here on Fri-
day mornings, please do call the office for pricing infor-
mation and to book an appointment.
Our Charity Shop is open every day and also Saturday
mornings, we now take credit, debit and contactless cards
for payment!                             Kirsty Hunnisett

AT THE ACORNS NURSERY AND FOREST
SCHOOL in Lindfield and Westmeston near Ditchling,
children are treated as individuals. They have the free-
dom to be who they are, following their own learning
journey, guided by caring and nurturing professionals.
Some children like to keep moving: they are curious;
love to explore and fiddle with everything; collect sticks
and treasure; splash in puddles; get muddy and ride their
bikes, whereas others are bookworms, watching others,
playing in the home corner or with cars and trains and
enjoying art and craft. 
Janet Irwin, a qualified teacher of many years’ experi-
ence, still runs The Acorns as she would for her own chil-
dren. Recently awarded ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted, she
recognises that, independence, resilience and life skills
learnt in early years will be key factors in Acorns chil-
dren’s future achievements, success and wellbeing in an
ever-changing and evolving world. 
Sessions for home-educated children are held at West-
meston on Tuesdays and Fridays, Stay and Play sessions
for parents/childminders with toddlers on Mondays and
a four week summer holiday playscheme for 2-11 year
olds in July/August. Janet offers private tuition for chil-
dren and adults in her Lindfield home. Please call her
friendly team: 01444 455081 
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com
email:janetirwin@janetirwin.com 

Janet Irwin
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Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday

01273 500 999

07816 408 123
www.thetreeworks.com

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning
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IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

Flat Roofs • UPVC Fascia & Sofits

Guttering • Moss Clearing

Chimney Repointing • Lead Work

Tiling • Slating • Shingle

A family run business with over 30 years local experience.
All roofing work undertaken including.

Call for a free estimate or advice

01273 844946    07854 327020VAT FREE

VAT FREE

DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT has been kindly
loaned the above picture by Michael Alford.  It is of ‘Old
Harry’, also perhaps known as Blackie, when he was liv-
ing in a tarpaulin and scrap metal shack in the woods ad-
joining Shirleys in 1958.
The residents, whose houses were being built at this
time, were so concerned about Harry that they clubbed
together and bought him a caravan. It is thought he re-
mained there for the rest of his life. The only clues we
have about him is that he may have had family on the
Beacon Road at one time and his family name may have
been Blackman or similar. He was an intelligent man
and it is thought he may have been a bookbinder by
trade.
We would love to hear from anyone who might have
more information.  Please contact DHP either by calling
Roma Leon on 01273 843113 or via email at 
history.project@btinternet.com

Penny Worth

HASSOCKS MAY DAY will be taking place on Mon-
day 6th May, 12 – 4 pm, at Adastra Park. A family fun
day with plenty of entertainment for all.  Once again we
hope to have our fabulous Dog Show, entertainment
from May Pole Dancing, and it would be wonderful if
we could entice our Morris Men to dance for us too. We
look forward to hosting a variety of community and

charity fundraising stalls. Should you like a stall please
call me on 07505 123149. Follow us via Facebook ‘Cel-
ebrate Hassocks’ page. 

Michelle Binks

MID SUSSEX HEALTH CARE PATIENT PARTIC-
IPATION GROUP is holding an afternoon event on
26th January at the Club Suite, Hurstpierpoint Village
Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint.  The Mid Sussex
Older People’s Council will give an illustrated presen-
tation titled ‘New Year, New Things To Do’.
The event will be open from 2.15 pm, with the presen-
tation at 2.30 pm followed by refreshments including
cakes, tea and coffee.  Please come along with your
questions and suggestions.  All welcome.  Admission
free but donations welcome.                    

Celia Lindsay

Keep up to date with
all the lost property by
liking us on facebook

‘QD Stationery’
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As this year draws to a close you tend to look back and reflect on what’s happened and how it will impact on the New Year to come.
On a personal basis I think it’s going to be a tough one, my wife Nola’s elderly parents who have been brilliant are now starting to worry her,
her dad who’s just celebrated his 90th birthday has just started to show signs of dementia but at 90 a bit of forgetfulness can be forgiven, even
so I can tell it’s preying on her mind as to what the future holds and how best to cope with it when the inevitable happens. Obviously I do my
best to support and help but they live in Hampshire and my life is here in the shop – which brings me on to the other personal battle – greedy
landlords – they are trying to put our rent up to £32,000.00 a year which is ridiculous and can be a death nail to any business, obviously we’re
fighting it but we all know how expensive legal fees are these days, so if I look a bit away with the fairies and distracted sometimes now you
know why. These things do weigh heavily on your mind along with everything else but it’s not just me who seems to have landlords that don’t
live in the real world or understand the decline of footfall on our high streets. Whilst on the subject of high rents you remember Rick Farmer
who sadly passed away earlier this year, well they are trying to re-rent his flat above the charity shop for £725.00 per month, that much for a
small one bedroom flat seems ridiculous to me, add on the rates and that’s about £200.00 per week without all the other living expenses.  So
we’ve got a new owner of the Deli, it takes a very brave man to take on a retail business these days but I’ve known Matteo quite some time
now - his soup stand at our monthly market was always very popular and sold out very quickly and when he wasn’t doing that he played a big
part in providing the excellent food and service at Pangdean Barn in Pyecombe. If you were married there or attended any of their functions
chances are he prepared the wonderful food you tucked into so he has the credentials to make the deli great again but what he doesn’t have
is the reassurance of the local people that they’ll patronise and use it, regular footfall is very important when you’re dealing in perishable
goods such as food. I hope everyone gets behind him and makes it a success because you’re only as good as the customers coming through
the door.  But if anyone can do it Matteo can.
Now please listen to this very carefully because for some extraordinary reason people have stopped feeding Bread to ducks, swans etc and
they are dying from starvation or getting killed wandering on to the roads looking for food , the Queens Swans marker David Barber says
bread has been part of a swans and ducks diet for centuries and is not harmful and if the public don’t feed them then we are in serious trouble,
so please forget what you’ve seen on the internet or wherever these stupid rumours originated from and go back to chucking bread out to
whatever wants to eat it trust me the stuff is harmless.
I thought Light Up Hassocks was quite successful, the new organisers did a good job. I do remember at previous light up events we did have
a police presence which when you‘ve got such a large amount of people plus a disruptive element somewhere in the crowd that means the
inevitable is going to happen if trouble breaks out.  Although they weren’t visible this year I understand they were parked up a side road ready
to respond to any trouble that occurred that evening.
A lot of people who used to live in Hassocks and have now for some reason moved away like to have the Talk About posted to them, one such
gentleman is Ian Crawford who moved to Plymouth, he came and saw me when he was last up visiting old friends to say how much he enjoyed
the publication and looks forward to it every month, so Ian, thank you for your kind words and I hope you and your family had a great Christmas
and here’s to a Happy & Healthy New Year.
As I’ve said before I pay for this space on the back page so I’m always trying to raise money to help pay for it, I’ve mentioned wellie boots,
boarding pets and converting films.  We also do Gift Vouchers which can be used for absolutely anything – even the Cat Café, so make a
useful gift to anyone that has pets and horses, our horse bedding prices are still pretty amazing I reckon £6.50 for a bale of shavings is
awesome so please keep our high street alive and use your local shops or we will disappear.
P. S is Tim Fai open yet?                                                                     Love from Steve and everyone and everything at Hassocks Pet Centre

HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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Also Suitable for: 
Retirement Home Clothing, 
Hospital Stays, Uniforms, 
Workwear, Sportswear.

Available to order from: qd StAtIOnery 52 Keymer road, Hassocks 01273 846978 

Iron On or Sew On 
NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes
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