
Hassocks & keymer 

Talk abouT
& THe DiTcHling Dialogue

Hassocks, Keymer, Pyecombe, Clayton, Ditchling & Westmeston

Distribution 4,700                                                                            No. 509 February 2019   

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED buILDERS

Est since 1976

GUTTERING
Specialists in a complete guering service:- 

Cleaning, Repairing and Replacement.

uPVC
Fascias, Soffits and Bargeboards

FlaT FElT RooFS
New felting to garages, dormers, porches and extensions

ChImNEyS
Repointing, Removal, Repairs and Cowls

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782
Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com  Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

Hassocks/Burgess Hill Based

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

tafc:Layout 1  14/01/2019  13:39  Page 1



AAA 
PLUMBING & HEATING

PAUL SKIDMORE
Heating Engineer

Crosswinds
South Bank
Hassocks
West Sussex 
BN6 8JP

01273 844829 / 07767 702717

176874

podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quotes

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating • Handyman by the hour
Minor building works • Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs • Tiling • Decking • Fencing
Property Maintenance

RePuTaBle, InSuReD & FaMIly Run
www.sussexhandyman.co.uk

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY& SERVICES LTD

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel/Fax 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the March 2019 ISSUE is no later than 5th February 2019. 

All copy from advertisers and contributors must include your name, address and telephone number. 

If not included for our information, your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  

It also helps us to sort out any queries, quickly.  Your articles may appear on our website.

Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt, by e-mailing back to your e-mail address.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 

that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.
The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views

of the Editor.  Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein

are believed to be correct, the publishers of this publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies.

Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do hope they give a good quality service.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

COUNCILLORS SURGERY. Held in Hassocks Parish Centre.  Gordon Marples & Michelle Binks will be  holding
a  surgery on Thursday 7th February 2 pm - 3 pm. No appointments necessary. Gordon can be contacted on 01273
843643 or  email gordonm440@btinternet.com Michelle can be contacted on 07505 123149 or email
michelle.binks@midsussex.gov.uk
Sue Hatton(MSDC) & Kirsty Lord  (WSCC) will be holding a surgery on Saturday 16th February 10 am - 11 am.
Sue can be contacted on 07821 351411 or email suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk Kirsty can be contacted on 07952
643623 or email kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net
Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth Open Mondays to Thursdays 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm. 

On Memory Stick “TALK ABOUT, DIALOGUE & VILLAGE VOICE” for those with poor sight.  Please ring
01273 845882 for details.
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Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs
Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH Julie’s Loving Homecare

PRIVATE CARER
Registered, DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Self Employed

Do you need a little help to live independently?
Occasional or Regular Hours

Domestic, Meal Prep, Transport, Shopping,
Outings, Paperwork, Respite for Carers

Experienced in Dementia Support

Call Julie for an informal chat

07709 768313

julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com

We thank Judith Jenner for this photo taken at Hassocks School in 1960
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Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday ReFlexology
Theresa Harman   MFHT
Fully Qualified • Fully Insured

Tel 01273 841270

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

Competitive Rates 

Free Quotes & Advice

Call Ian  07917 193692
smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Hassocks Resident

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email 
personally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, 
West Sussex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

DITChLIng DOwnS wI                                                                                 Old Meeting house, Ditchling
Tues. 5th Feb. 7 pm                                                                                          The Samaritans - Dorothy Porter
hOLy COMMunIOn                                                                                              Age Concern, hassocks
Tues. 5th Feb. 1.30 pm                                                     Conducted by one of the local Church of England Clergy
hurST MOnThLy SOCIAL grOup The guide hQ, Trinity road, hurstpierpoint
wed. 6th Feb. 2 pm                                                                                        Anglo Saxons History - Mak Norman
hurST, hASSOCkS & DITChLIng FIrST rESpOnDErS      hurstpierpoint Methodist Church hall 
Thurs. 7th Feb. 7.30 pm                                                                       Training Night - New members welcome
hASSOCkS EVEnIng JAZZ                                                                                     hassocks hotel, hassocks
Tues. 12th Feb. 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome
hurSTpIErpOInT hOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy hurstpierpoint Village Centre
Tues. 12th Feb. 7.45 pm                               The Evolution of a Formal Garden to a Nature Reserve - Peter Lovett
hASSOCkS hOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra hall, hassocks
wed. 13th Feb. 8 pm                                                  Improve your Photography - Charles Hobley & Alan Farrant
hASSOCkS hOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra hall, hassocks
wed. 13th Feb. 8 pm                                                  Improve your Photography - Charles Hobley & Alan Farrant
DITChLIng hISTOry prOJECT                                                     The white horse restaurant, Ditchling
wed. 13th Feb.  2 - 5 pm                      Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
hurST, hASSOCkS & DITChLIng u3A Adastra hall, hassocks
Fri. 15th Feb. 2 pm                                                                                            Mad Jack Fuller - Geoff Hutchinson
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IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on
01273 843946 

17 Keymer road, hassocks, West sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid sussex 
Prestige vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

D & M Chivers
Plumbing & Water mains

Hydraulic Boring

Bathroom Installations

Drainage & Groundwork

Tel. 01273 843714
Mobile. 07736 687332

e: dpchivers@gmail.com      w: watermainsbrighton.co.uk

Star Cinema  adastra Hall, Hassocks
Fri. 15th Feb. 7 pm                                                                                         Great in Britain: The Movie
DitCHling Village aSSoCiation Ditchling Village Hall
tues. 19th Feb. 10 - 11.30 am                      The Coffee Morning will be run by Friends of Ditchling Downs WI
HaSSoCkS anD HurStpierpoint labour branCH purple Carrot, Hassocks
Fri. 22nd Feb. 2 - 3 pm                                                           Meet for a cuppa and a chat - A warm welcome to all
HurStpierpoint HiStoriCal SoCiety guides HQ, trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Fri. 22nd Feb. 8 pm  Literary Figures of Brighton & Sussex, inc. Hilaire Belloc & Rudyard Kipling - K Newman
CHurCHeS togetHer       united reformed Church, Hassocks
Sat. 23rd Feb. 10 am - 12 pm           Godly Play - For Adults & Children to hear Bible stories with craft activities
HaSSoCkS Village market                                                                  national tyres Forecourt
Sat.  23rd Feb.  9 am – 1 pm                                                 Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 
mobile reFuSe belmont Close, Hassocks
Sun. 24th Feb. 10 am – 12 pm                                                 Any queries contact the Parish Office 01273 842714
aD~aStra beaCon oF ligHt Spiritual Centre                                     adastra Hall, Hassocks
Sun. 24th Feb. 10 am doors open.                         Meditation Group 10.10 to 10.30 am  Divine Service at 11 am
HaSSoCkS townSwomenS guilD age Concern, Hassocks
tues. 26th Feb. 2.30 pm                                                                                 A History of Wakehurst - John Withall
DitCHling  Film SoCiety                            Ditchling Village Hall
thurs. 7th Feb. 7.30 pm                                                                                             Film -  The Heiresses. Cert 15
thurs. 21st Feb. 7.30 pm                                                                                           Film -  Lady Macbeth. Cert 15
DitCHling SingerS                                                                               
Sun. 3rd Feb. 4 - 6 pm            Rehearsals at Old Meeting House, Ditchling - Open to all more info 01273 844818
Sun. 17th Feb. 4 - 6 pm           Rehearsals at Keymer Church Hall, Keymer - Open to all more info 01273 844818
HaSSoCkS FielD SoCiety                                                                               adastra Hall, Hassocks
mon. 11th Feb. 7.45 pm                                               Extinct Bird Watching - Michael Blencowe.  All welcome
mon. 25th Feb. 7.45 pm                                         Animazing Talk - Steve Bridger.  All welcome
keymer Folk DanCe Club                                                     united reformed Church Hall, Hassocks                                                                 
mon. 4th Feb. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                         Caller Bob Weddell.  All welcome
mon. 18th Feb. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                      Club Callers.  All welcome    
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one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
36 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

PC Problems?
...we come to you

• Computer Repairs
• Hardware Upgrades
• Software Issues
• Data Recovery
• Virus & Malware Removal
• Networking

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

royaL British Legion CLayton & Keymer Womens seCtion     Legion hQ, Woodsland road
thurs. 14th Feb. 3 pm My Favourite Cuddly Toy - Anisah Rani
sat. 16th Feb. 9.45 - 11.45 am Coffee Morning at Age Concern, Hassocks

regULar CLUBs

BUrgess hiLL ChoraL soCiety           United reformed Church hall, Junction road, Burgess hill
Every Monday 8 - 10 pm  new members welcome.  See www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk
BUrgess hiLL & distriCt ProBUs CLUB                                           mid sussex golf Club, ditchling
First Thursday of every month. 12 pm.  Lunch and talk.  Fred Reynolds 01444 236661
hassoCKs danCing For the over 50s hassocks hotel, station approach east
Every Monday 10 - 11.30 pm.  Brenda Kelly 07496 666046                    
hUrstPierPoint singers methodist Church, Cuckfield road
Every Monday 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                                    
hUrst viLLage Cinema hurstpierpoint Players theatre
For films and showing times visit hurstfilms.com              
mid sUssex CiviL serviCe retirement FeLLoWshiP     King Centre, victoria rd, Burgess hill
Every Wednesday 2 - 4 pm.  www.csrf.org.uk
Joy oF Living meditation groUP UrC rear hall, Keymer road, hassocks
Mondays 7.30 - 8.30 pm.  We are a non-profit community group open to all.  tergar.org/hassocks
the harmony CorPoration          the King’s Centre, 33-35 victoria road, Burgess hill rh15 9Lr
Monday Evening 7.15 pm.  Mid Sussex’s new ladies a cappella chorus.
the rotary CLUB oF the sUssex vaLe                  mid sussex golf Club, spatham Lane, ditchling
Every Monday 7.30 - 9.30 pm.  www.rotary-sxvale.org.uk Secretary 07546 111996
vivaCe!                                                                                                                  old meeting house, ditchling
Every Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30 pm. Mark Lambert 01273 842994

Lost ProPerty the following items have been

handed in to us at QD Stationery: A Watch outside Age

Concern. A pair of glasses and some clothing in Clayton

Avenue. A ring in Orchard Lane. A hat in Adastra Park
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All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,
Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 
Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81

ENA NEWMAN passed away peacefully in her sleep
on the 26th November at the age of 105 years.  Ena
lived in Hassocks for 25 years and made many friends
in the Village and at Age Concern.
Thank you to all the caring staff at Rookwood Resi-
dential Home and to all our friends and neighbours
for their cards and letters of condolence.   

Janet Tinson

MID SUSSEX HEALTH CARE PATIENT PAR-

TICIPATION GROUP Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 13th March.
This meeting will be held in the United Reform
Church, Keymer Road, Hassocks at 7 pm, with re-
freshments available from 6.45 pm.
We are pleased to have Dr Terry Lynch GP as our
guest speaker. The subject of his talk will be ‘Man-
aging Our Local Health Needs’
The meeting should be of interest to everyone and all
registered patients of the Mid Sussex Health Care
Practice are welcome to attend.  There is no admis-
sion charge as we would like to welcome as many
local people as possible. If you are not a patient of the
Practice but have a particular interest in attending
please contact celia.lindsay@icloud.com.

The Patient Group welcomes new members, as pro-
viding up to date information to patients and having
your views on our local services is very important in
meeting local health needs.
We look forward to seeing you on 13th March. 

Celia Lindsay

NEW IDEAS FOR YOUR FRUIT AND VEG-

ETABLE GARDEN An illustrated talk by Steve
Millam from Brinsbury College on new methods of
cultivation and some different crops to try. 
Hurstpierpoint Horticultural Society 7.45pm on Tues-
day 12th March in the Club Suite, Hurstpierpoint
Village Hall.
Hurstpierpoint Horticultural Society Spring Show at
2.15 pm on Saturday 16th March in the Village Hall.
There will be Daffodils, spring flowers, cookery, pho-
tography, children’s and Pre-School Playgroup sec-
tions.
Tea and home-made cake, raffle and auction at end of
show. Exhibiting is free to all. For details pick up a
schedule from Gibsons in Hurstpierpoint High Street.

Kathy Green
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Have you thought that perhaps you don’t need to rip out the whole kitchen?

A thoughtful and considerate refurbishment may be the answer. There are many ways we can make your kitchen look
new and work like new without changing everything. It is more cost effective and much less messy!

Now! We could talk about the amazing range of replacement doors that we have on display at our Ditchling showrooms
or the wonderful solid oak dovetailed drawers that we make but we are going to start by describing something more
mundane.

Let’s start at the beginning. Perhaps you need new doors or a tall oven or an eye level fridge or new worktops. Perhaps
some things need repositioning and some appliances need replacing. There are many different reasons people want to
re-arrange their kitchens.

The first thing we do is come and give you some sensible intelligent design ideas. How can we change/sort/move around
or replace the minimum elements of your kitchen to give you a refurbished kitchen that really works?

We do not try to sell you lots of new cabinets. We come and discuss how we can transform your existing kitchen with
the minimum of fuss and expense.

Yes, we have a fantastic range of doors and worktops and sinks and taps and appliances and that is important but we are
building our reputation on service and attention to detail.

So firstly, we simply come and discuss what you want or need. You will have your own thoughts. You may have lived
with some real irritations but can’t see a way to sort them out. We can add a professional designers eye. You might well
be pleasantly surprised how inventive we can be at resolving difficult kitchen problems. We will do some sketches and
scribble some plans and discuss costings and budgets. Then we will leave you with these ideas and let you mull them
over at your leisure. There is absolutely no pressure. We are not sales people; we are kitchen designers, cabinet makers
and kitchen installers  offering an exceptional service to the local community at a sensible price.

If you like the ideas then we invite you over to the showrooms at Ditchling [just off the beacon road] to discuss your
plans a bit further. 

Then we come back on site and have another chat…then we will do a neat intelligible plan and a proper quote. Everything
is done in a quiet and leisurely manner. We will never pester you. We will try to work within your budget.

We organise everything like the plumbing, gas fitting, moving a radiator or a new power point or making good an old
wall right down to the painting and decorating. 

When we arrive on the specified day we carefully remove all the contents of each cupboard and place the contents in a
plastic storage box which we label. Then we complete the work. At the end of the refurbishment we put everything back
in the cupboards…under your supervision. We clean and tidy as we go along. Our kitchen installers wear outside shoes
outside and inside work slippers in your house. We try as best as we can to minimise the disruption, dust and the mess.
All old doors and worktops are immediately removed. The kitchen doorway is sealed off by a new plastic doorway to
keep the dust from the rest of the house.

When we’re finished we clean everything from top to bottom and make it sparkle.

We leave you with a bunch of flowers and a brand new looking kitchen with a twenty year guarantee.

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

We are Kitchen Refurbishment specialists

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!

Thanks for taking the time to read this.
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All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryschool.com

A. Twine
Butcher

01273 842296

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm

Roses are Red,  Violets are Blue

Come to us for Steak 

You don’t have to chew !

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook
Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide HQ,
Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint from 2 pm – 4 pm on the
1st Wednesday of the month.
The first 2 meetings are free.
Do join us on the 6th February where Mak Norman will
be speaking to us on Anglo Saxon History - I understand
he dresses the part! 
On the 6th March Ian Gledhill will be giving a talk with
fully illustrated projected pictures on Art Deco the style
that defined the jazz era & the golden age of pre-war Hol-
lywood musicals.  Art Deco built a thousand cinemas (&
the Hoover Factory) & is still influential today.
For more information please contact Dianne 01273
835284 or myself 07806 670359.  We look forward to
seeing you.                                             

Ann Tranter

HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
will meet at 7.45 pm in the Club Suite of the Village Cen-
tre, Hurstpierpoint on Tuesday 12th February when
Peter Lovett will give an illustrated talk entitled ‘The
Evolution Of A Formal Garden To A Nature Reserve’.
All welcome. 

Kathy Green

THE ACORNS The frosty mornings bring untold joy,
as Acorns children look for spider’s webs which glisten
and sparkle like Xmas decorations. The countryside is
putting on its early Spring coat. It excites and delights
us with its fresh, vibrant colours and sunshine yellow
daffodils. Taking Acorns nursery children on Forest
School adventures from Westmeston and Lindfield to
the woods, fields, parks and nature reserves, excites
them too, as the squishy, squelchy, boggy ground be-
comes firm underfoot. They run and jump with glee as
they explore and discover all manner of things in the
natural world around them. What makes The Acorns
special? Learning through playing, exploring and
doing. What else? Our Forest School adventures, mud
kitchens, riding bikes and scooters, playing indoors and
outside, combining fun and excitement with an eager-
ness to learn. A thirst for knowledge, an integrated read-
ing scheme and all the core traditional nursery
activities. 
Janet’s ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for toddlers are back
again on Mondays and she has a few spaces for her pri-
vate tutoring in English, Maths and French for children
and adults. 
The Acorns has had a very busy time recently welcom-
ing new children and staff, but we still have room for
more. Thank you to those who contacted me about job
prospects, as we are very keen to include local people
in our team. 
All enquiries to Janet Irwin 01444 455081, 
Email janetirwin@janetirwin.com, 
www.theacornsnurserysandforestschool.com

Janet Irwin
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Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST 
DISPENSING ROTA

Monday - Friday 5.30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 

Please see chemist doors
Sundays 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors

Urgent prescriptions
call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
HASSOCkS LIBRARY Tel: 842779

Opening Hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Sat  9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
& Thurs, Fri 1 p.m - 5 p.m.

LOOKING FOR A 

WINDOW CLEANER?

A Careful & Reliable Service
offered by 

ANDREW BEACh & BEN TuRK

Contact 07428 594529
benturk@btinternet.com

Fully Insured • Est. 1975

and now also offering 

Gutter Clearing & Soffit & Fascia Cleaning

DAISY: GROWING UP IN A SUSSEX VILLAGE
1897 – 1919 – AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY EVA
DAISY ELLIS (NEE RANDELL), EDITED BY
PETER BERRESFORD ELLIS AND PUBLISHED
BY THE HURST HISTORY STUDY GROUP  IN
2003. continued from January issue.  We went forward
to be formally presented. I recall being surprised how
small Lloyd George was. And I recall the mischievous
twinkle in his eye as he shook hands.
“Good to see you again, Mister Randell,” he said, in a
very musical voice. He bowed slightly over my mother’s
hand and grinned at us girls. “Very charming daughters.
Very charming.” Then we had moved on. There were
other introductions. People who were simply names
from the newspapers: Balfour, Bonar Law, General Sir
Henry Wilson and Admiral Sir Arthur Wemyss. I have
lost count of them.
More importantly for a girl of twenty-one, there were
numerous young men, officers in uniform mostly, who
came seeking dances. Each lady was presented with a
little book to mark off the dances. I always enjoyed danc-
ing. It was a happy occasion. Perhaps unreal as I think
about it now for here we were, in the midst of a frightful
and cruel war, and yet, here we were enjoying ourselves
as if the war didn’t exist, chattering, laughing and danc-
ing.
And in the interludes Miss Muriel Hardwick and Mrs

Bartlett sang a medley of popular, patriotic songs to en-
tertain us.
Lloyd George often came along the High Street, popping
into local shops and several times he paused to speak
with my father. What became a Music Hall line, “my fa-
ther knew Lloyd George”, was absolutely true for me.
Once or twice I would pass him with a nervous bob and
he would raise his hat and smile. His routine, before
breakfast, was to climb up Wolstonbury Hill. I used to
think he was communing with his ancestors, the Celts
who built the hillfort up there, for, of course, Lloyd
George being Welsh was very much a Celt.
I do not know what would have happened had there been
a German spy in the village for the entire village came
to know that Lloyd George was in the habit of taking
War Cabinet documents with him on his walks up Wol-
stonbury Hill, where he would often sit and work on
them. On occasion a shower of rain would send him
scuttling back for Danny, and he would leave some of
his precious documents behind. On such occasions we
often saw his long-suffering secretary, Miss Frances
Stephenson, grunting up the steep slopes to retrieve
them.
It was, as most history books record, on October 13 that
the terms and conditions for the Armistice were drawn
up in the Great Hall of Danny. I have been there on sev-
eral occasions to see Mary and Joan Campion when I 
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STATiOn GARAGE Hassocks 844256
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  AdASTRA  BOwLinG  CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
We have a vacancy for a Membership Secretary

which involves on average 4 hours work per week

at home. The ability to use computer databases is

essential. An honorarium will be paid to the 

successful candidate.

For more details please contact 
Fred Maillardet, Chairman of Oldland Mill Trust

(a registered charity) on 01273 842342.

was with the “Danny Daisies”, and once or twice to
dances and receptions escorted by my father, for he was
often invited, during the winter months, to house parties
given by the Campions for local tradespeople. Many are
the times that I have been swirled across the polished
oak floor of the hall in the arms of young men, the scions
of the village business community. The Great Hall was
a beautiful room with a high ceiling and it’s believed that
it was completed about 1595. The original stone floor
was overlaid with oak planking in the mid 19th Century
and the pine panelling in the century prior to that. There
was a tremendously imposing fireplace. During the
dances and receptions a large oak table was removed but
it was around this table that the War Cabinet sat to sort
out the terms of the Armistice.
There is an irony here that Lt Colonel William Campion,
commanding his brigade at Wevelghem in Belgium, had
just received orders to go “over the top” to attack im-
pregnable German positions. The scheduled date of the
attack was dawn on November 12. The Armistice came
into being at 11am on November 11. Perhaps the life of
Colonel William and the lives of his men were saved by
the decision of men seated at the great table in his own
home in Hurst. Sad, too, that their decision on October
13 failed to prevent the death of my brother Arthur in
Palestine on October 27.  

Richard Burrows

SUSSEX VALE ROTARY The run up to Christmas was
a really busy time of the year for us and continues into the
new year.  The club helped the Link To Hope charity by
consolidating the many Christmas Gift Shoeboxes it re-
ceived, into large cartons for shipping to Eastern Europe,
this is the tenth year we have helped the charity.  Of course
we organised the Light Up Hassocks event on 30th No-
vember and were pleased so many came along to enjoy
the evening, making it such a success.  All being well, we
will be arranging it again in 2019, so keep your eye out
later in the year.  Street collections have taken place in
Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint and we would like to thank
all those generous people who donated towards our char-
itable causes.  We also collected at Tesco and again were
pleased with their customers generosity.   On 10th Decem-
ber we helped serve the Cameo Christmas Lunch to 65
guests and entertainment was provided by Rotarian Mar-
cus Martin and the U3A choir.  We were pleased to receive
help from Round Table members.  Moving on to next year,
the first social item was our Burns Supper at the Mid Sus-
sex Golf Club.  Further events will be announced on our
Facebook page, or may be found in our website 
www.rotary-sxvale.org.uk.
Sussex Vale Rotary draws its members from Burgess Hill,
Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint and surrounding areas. If you
are interested in learning more about Rotary and how you
can help, please contact our club secretary on 
secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk, he will be pleased to
hear from you.                                Duncan Honeyman
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The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk         info@thehassocks.co.uk

COME & WATCH ALL 

THE 6 NATIONS

RUGBY GAMES 

ON HD THROUGHOUT 

FEBRUARY & MARCH

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
BOOKINGS NOW BEING
TAKEN FOR 2020 !!

Self Contained with Bar*, 

Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned 
PA System or DJ available

Seating for up to 90 people 
3 Course Meals or 

Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More
Call Chris on 01273 842113 for details.

*Terms and conditions apply
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R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

OVEN CLEANING
Frontier Oven Cleaning

Have your oven professionally cleaned 

& make it look brand new again. Good Rates

Tel: 07513 010715
Email: frontiercarpetcleaning@gmail.com

MOT
01273 846 388

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS • AIR CON RE-GAS

107 KEYMER ROAD

HASSOCKS BN6 8QL
Email: sales@silverbrookes.co.uk

AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273

844461. Office hours between 9 am – 3.45 pm
www.achassocks.co.uk email: enquiries@achas-

socks.co.uk. Follow us on Facebook Age Concern Has-
socks. We have our own Charity Shop – Do pop in and
take a look.
Do you know someone that could benefit from coming
along to our centre? Lunch is served every week day
and we serve refreshments each morning. To join us for
lunch please give us a call to book a place, or pop in and
we will show you around our centre. We can also help
with transport in and around Hassocks if you require a
lift. Our Mini bus is driven by volunteer drivers who are
assisted by an escort. New members are always wel-
come.
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks are held here by Action
for Deafness on the first Tuesday of each month 9.30am
– NHS Only – just turn up and a waiting system is in
place. Chiropody and Hairdressing appointments avail-
able Monday to Friday please call to book your appoint-
ment. 

We have Scrabble, Art, Canasta, Mahjong, Knit and Nat-
ter and Craft sessions held here – new members always
welcome please do come in and ask us in the office or
take a look at our website. We regularly arrange in house
entertainment and outings too.
We have a Reflexologist who will be coming here on
Friday mornings, please do call the office for pricing in-
formation and to book an appointment.
Our Charity Shop is open every day and also Saturday
mornings, we now take credit, debit and contactless
cards for payment!                            All at Age Concern

DITCHLING DOWNS WI We all enjoyed our very
successful Christmas Party in December, which cele-
brated our 10 years as a WI. We are now looking forward
to our speaker for February, who will be Dorothy Porter
speaking about “The Samaritans”. This will be held at
our new venue in the Old Meeting House in the Twitten,
Ditchling on Tuesday 5th February at 7.30 pm. Doors
open 7 pm. Guests will be very welcome.

Sally Willis
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• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS We want to thank
you all who came along to our Christmas Concert in De-
cember and helped make the festive occasion a really
special one. It was so nice to have such a large audience
and we hope that you enjoyed it as much as we did - your
participation throughout the show was superb especially
the ‘battle’ of the 12 Days of Christmas. Well done
everyone.
It was nice to be able to thank Gordon Marples, David
Tettersell and Paul Bowley who have M.C.’d our shows
on various occasions and of course to also welcome
David Sachon who has been our M.C. for the past 23
years. How time flies - Steve with Marie (lighting) and
Peter (sound) have been with us for 17 and 12 years re-
spectively. We are so fortunate that so many people are
willing to give their time to help us entertain. Our folk
at Front of House are also very important to us as is
Annie who operates the curtains and ‘chivvies’ them
onto stage. Our Guest Artistes Norman Armstrong and
Peter Bennett gave extra variety to our programmes with
Anesa, too at the recent show.
Our audiences are just amazing and it is thanks to their
generosity that Friends and Neighbours are able to give
donations to so many Charities, local Groups etc from
this recent concert and over the 41 years. There were
lists displayed in the hall showing just some of the or-
ganisations, Hospices, hospitals, Health Centre, local

Responders etc that have benefited from these donations.
Special thanks too to the local businesses that have sup-
ported us throughout. The Downlands School, QD Sta-
tionery, Pavilion Electrics, Carnabys Estate Agents and
Bowley Funeral Services have been there for us at every
concert and we have had raffle prizes from many of the
other local shops in our village. Thank you all for
your loyal support.
We are sorry to say that we are not able to host the
‘Lunchtime’ event in March but our Cream Tea after-
noon planned for Sunday 5th May at the Adastra Hall
is still very much ‘on’ so please make a note of that date
and venue - we shall look forward to meeting you.

From us all at Friends and Neighbours

HASSOCKS GUIDE HALL Are you looking for a
venue for a party or maybe a meeting? Have you thought
about using the Guide Hall in Semley Road? There is a
large carpeted hall (approximately 34 x 20 feet), a fitted
kitchen with crockery, cutlery etc. and toilet facilities.
Outside there is a large grass area for games and a small
paved area that would be suitable in the summer for a
barbecue. There are 2 parking spaces adjacent to the hall. 
If you are interested in using this great community fa-
cility please contact me on 01273 842895 or email
clare.brittain@care4free.net.               Clare Brittain 
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The Foot Nurse
Total Footcare Appointments £26.50
Pop in or call Marie Ioannou MAFHP

99 Keymer Parade, Keymer 

Tel:01273 845921      www.footnurse.co.uk

PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

SANTA’S TOY FACTORY DOUBLES FUNDRAIS-
ING TOTAL FOR 2018 Santa’s Toy Factory at South
Downs Nurseries in Hassocks has raised more than
£22,000 for charity, a massive increase from last year’s
total of £11,025. The funds raised by The Budding Foun-
dation charity, who run the grotto at South Downs Nurs-
eries, will all be spent on local projects. 
Clive Gravett who set up the charity said, “ The response
has been phenomenal and thanks to a new online book-
ing system, we’ve been able to increase the number of
children visiting Santa this year to almost 3,000. On top
of this, we challenged every adult who entered the fac-
tory for free to donate £1 each if they enjoyed them-
selves so thank you to everyone who visited and
everyone who so generously donated to the charity. We
have over 40 volunteer elves who have all given up
their time and worked so hard to help us achieve this
fantastic figure. The team at South Downs Nurseries
have been incredibly supportive, building this wonder-
ful factory for us and donating all the Christmas pres-
ents!”
Alongside the grotto ticket sales, The Budding Foun-
dation operated other fundraising activities including
a prize draw to win a home visit from Santa raising al-
most £1,000, a giant teddy raffle which raised £550 and
Breakfast with Santa raising another £300. The giant
teddy was won by 16 year old Oliver Kemp from Has-

socks (pictured) and Santa delivered it just in time for
Christmas! Santa picked out the winner of the home
visit, and also decided to visit 4 other families, making
it a special Christmas for many children. (See photos)
The funds raised are already being spent with £1,650
being donated to Burgess Hill Youth to cover the short-
fall in funding for their new minibus, and £130 for a
group of disadvantaged children to visit the theatre for
the first time. For more information on The Budding
Foundation Charity and it’s work in our local commu-
nity, visit www.thebuddingfoundation.co.uk  

Trevor Butler
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john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

Landscape Gardening & Landscape Gardening & 
Ground Maintenance SpecialistsGround Maintenance Specialists

We offer a wide variety of competitively priced garden services
including :-

Creative Landscaping - Ground Maintenance - Garden Design 
Complete Garden Renovation - Fencing - Artificial Grass 

Patios & Driveways - Walls - Pagodas - Decking
Ornamental Lighting...And much more...

We operate a fully insured friendly, reliable & 

professional service & all work is guaranteed. 

For a free no obligation quote please contact 
Peter on 07795 128456 

or email:  admin@inthepipelineltd.co.uk

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY We have two films in
February with the first on Thursday, 7th February en-
titled The Heiresses.  Chela and Chiquita, both from
wealthy families, have been together for over 30 years
but recently their financial situation has worsened forc-
ing them to  begin selling off their inherited possessions.
When their debts lead to Chiquita being imprisoned for
fraud, Chela is forced to face a new reality.  Driving for
the first time in years, she starts to provide a local taxi
service to wealthy elderly ladies.  Chela then encounters
the much younger, sensual Angy, forging a fresh and ex-
citing new connection.  As a result Chela begins to break
out of her shell and engage with the world embarking on
her own personal intimate revolution.
Director: Marcelo Martinessi, Spanish 2018, 95 minutes,
15 Cert.
Our second film on Thursday, 21st February will be
Lady Macbeth a compelling psychological drama based
on the short story, Lady Macbeth of the Mtsensk District
by Nikolai Leskov.  In 19th Century rural England,
Katherine has been married off to Alexander, the morose
and sexually inadequate son of a wealthy mine owner
called Boris, who rules the roost. Trapped in this loveless

marriage to a man twice her age, Katherine begins a pas-
sionate affair with Sebastian, a much younger, truculent
worker on the family estate.  The affair unleashes in
Katherine a force inside her so powerful that she will
stop at nothing to get what she wants.
Director:  William Oldroyd, English, 2016, 89 minutes,
15 Cert.
On Thursday, 7th March we will be showing Ice Mother
about Hana, a happy and selfless 67 year old mother and
grandmother, who experiences a series of life-changing
events which changes her relationship with her selfish
sons.  Whilst looking after Ivanek, her grandson, Hana
rescues an elderly swimmer, Brona, which results in an
unexpected hobby and romance.  
Director: Bodan Slama, Czech 2017, 106 minutes, no
UK Certification
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased
by the glass beforehand. There is ample free parking be-
hind the hall.  Guests and temporary members are wel-
come (payable at the door).

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel
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Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

HASSOCKS WI Our December meeting was party
night. Marie had excelled at organising the entertain-
ment, and so we sang, listened to our fantastic choir,
and dressed our ‘fairy’, all with a great deal of chatting,
laughter and rushing about. We also enjoyed the most
wonderful spread of food contributed by our members.
It seemed impossible that we could get through it all,
but it was all so delicious that very little was left at the
end. Many thanks to all who contributed. Several very
lucky ladies also left with a hamper, also put together
from contributions from our members, in our now tra-
ditional Christmas raffle.
January’s meeting was all about selecting which reso-
lution will form the basis of the WI’s next campaign.
Past campaigns slip from the limelight, but are not for-
gotten. A recent campaign was to end ‘ plastic soup’,
the plastic which ends up in the oceans, harming
wildlife. David Attenborough, of course, has also
brought this to the attention of many more people, and
raised awareness of our need to guard, protect and sus-
tain our planet. This month’s meeting will therefore be
about recycling and sustainability. We will have experts
working in this area to talk to us and answer our ques-
tions. Did you know, for example, that more problems
arise from airborne plastic particles too small to see
with the naked eye than plastic bottles left on the side

of the road? We want this meeting to be positive, not a
counsel of despair and defeatism. Even small changes
can make a big difference. Come along with your ideas
of things that you do to recycle or avoid wasting valu-
able and finite resources. It should be a lively meeting.
Monday 18th February, 7.45 pm at Adastra Hall.

Maureen Dodd

BRIGHTON CONSORT’S NEXT CONCERT The
next programme of music from Brighton Consort (di-
rector James Dixon) features several glorious choral
works from the late 16th century, including the much
loved Requiem by Tomas Luis de Victoria. The pro-
gramme will also include contemporary pieces, based
on the music of Victoria, by the Australian composer
Joseph Twist.
The concert will take place on Saturday 9th March in
Holy Trinity Church, Hurstpierpoint at 7.30pm. Tickets
can be purchased online at
www.brightonconsort.org.uk, or by ringing 01273
833746, or on the door. 
If you can’t make it to the event in Hurstpierpoint,
Brighton Consort will also be presenting the same pro-
gramme in St Paul’s Church, Brighton the following
day (at 6 pm).                                    

Mike Clemens

01273 046176
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STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

STAR CINEMA - Friday 15th February - a first for
Hassocks not seen before! Hassocks, has been chosen
as one of the first places for the premiere preview of a
new independently produced British film “Great in
Britain: The Movie”. The writer and director of the
film, Howard Webster, has written this message:
“My movie is a very British musical comedy starring
Peter Bowles (To the Manor Born), Jason Fleming
(Lock, Stock and Two Smoking Barrels, The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button), Larry Lamb (East Enders),
Colin Salmon (Prime Suspect 2, 24: Live Another Day,
Mortal Engines), iconic British pop stars Right Said
Fred and a cast of well known British names. Now here
is the big news for everyone living in the area. One of
the handful of exclusive UK premiere preview screen-
ings is happening right here in Hassocks at your Village
Hall. The premiere preview screenings are courtesy of
Barrie Gilbert of Curzon Country Cinema.
Great in Britain: the movie is the heart warming story
of three old school friends and what really matters in

the end. Be prepared to be cheered up in 2019!”
Doors open at 7 pm and the film starts at 7.30pm. 
The film for 8th March will be The Children Act star-
ring Emma Thompson.                            

Liz Edmunds

DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT’S new publica-
tion, ‘World War I, Street by Street: the Impact of the
Great War on Ditchling’ is now available.  It was pub-
lished following the extremely successful trail around
the village during November, which told the stories of
Ditchling people involved in serving their country,
working in shops and on farms, nursing in the Red
Cross Hospitals or keeping families going under long,
anxious absences of loved ones.  The book can be ob-
tained through our website
ditchlinghistoryproject.org, by emailing 
history.project@btinternet.com via our Facebook
page or calling me on 01273 965473.

Penny Worth

Logs
Quality seasoned logs to keep you warm in the winter nights.

1 Cubic metre bulk sack £75.00

1 Bag kindling £4.50

stacking available upon request
(stacking fee £10 per cubic metre)

All mixed hardwood logs are dry & fully seasoned

07725 841590 
daniel@jbarenas.co.uk
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Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

DISCOVER  HOW 

ALEXANDER TECHNIQUE 

CAN HELP YOU
• Back, neck, joint pain • Poor posture

• Muscle tension, stiffness 
• Anxiety/Stress-related conditions  

• Breathing & Vocal Problems

Rebecca Rees  Bsc Hons.MSTAT. CNHC registered 

01273 835032  • 07929 567542
r.d.rees14@gmail.com • www.naturalspinehealth.co.uk

JANUARY BRINGS THE SNOW, MAKES OUR

FEET AND FINGERS GLOW’.  Well, it didn’t, did
it?  In my garden, the first daffodil was in bloom. Is that
a local example of global warming?  Hard to say, but we
are all noticing  a change in the seasons and short, sharp
rain falls seem to have increased.  This was first noticed
two years ago, and as a result a public meeting was held
and a working group was formed from members of HKD
Transition and Hassocks Amenity Association (now Has-
socks Community Organisation). Its remit was to re-
search the flooding risk (if any), come up with ‘natural’
solutions and engage the whole community.
The group soon discovered that   Hassocks had been
identified by West Sussex County Council as a ‘wet
spot’, particularly subject to surface water flooding. This
happens when rainfall is so sudden and heavy that it can-
not be absorbed or overwhelms the drainage system. In
addition, the chalk South Downs act as a sponge. Pro-
longed rain fills them to capacity, and a quite minor rain-
fall can then trigger heavy run-off into our village
streams, again resulting in flooding. WSCC, the Lead
Local Flood Authority, estimates that 525 properties in
Hassocks have an 0.5% risk (a 1 in 200 year rain fall
event) of surface water flooding, and 55 are at risk from
river (stream) flooding. Climate change would increase
the frequency.
‘Slow the flow’ therefore became the group’s watch-

word. Reduce the rushes of rainwater into the drainage
system by water butts, garden ponds, more trees, more
greensward and less tarmac. Sustainable Drainage Sys-
tems (SuDs) had arrived in Hassocks. More public con-
sultation followed.  Village walks and a mapping
morning helped update the official Surface Water Flood
Risks maps with local knowledge.  The Infants School
and Community School both built rainbox planters,
linked to down pipes, which released water gradually
into the drains. D-I-Y leaflets were circulated widely and
volunteers built two planters for the Parish Council and
Adastra hall. In the countryside, volunteers mimicked
beavers and built ‘leaky dams’ in Lag wood to slow the
flow into the Herring stream.   A grant from WSCC Op-
eration Watershed, funded two rain gardens in Adastra
Park with plants generously supplied by Garden Sage
Nursery. Despite a disastrous start, ironically caused by
a sudden exceptionally heavy rainfall, remedial meas-
ures mean that it is now working well, and much of the
rain falling on Adastra Hall is now filtered through the
rain gardens, slowing the flow into the Herring stream.
There is every hope that it will become a feature that will
interest and attract children and adults. That the planting
survived being almost engulfed in the sea of mud, augurs
well. The hellebores should be congratulated on contin-
uing bravely to bloom! 
The SuDs and Floods Group is now planning for 2019.  
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Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

NICEIC & Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

A rain garden for Adastra Avenue is a possibility with
associated wild flower planting if funds can be found.
More public consultation is planned, stream clearing will
continue, and we will be actively supporting the WSCC
Ditch the Problem campaign, of particular interest to
householders who have one of our many streams running
through their property. Keep an eye on the HKD Transi-
tion website (www.hkdtransition.org.uk) for current
details – and if February lives up to its traditional rain-
sodden role, remember we badly need photographs of
flash flooding.   Just email them to us at info@hkdtran-
sition.org.uk or Instagram users can follow us at hkd-
transition and add #Hassocksfloods to their images.                                    

Margaret Ford 

Hurstpierpoint & sayers Common
twinning assoCiation Programme for 2019.
The Committee are open to suggestions for this year’s
programme. Suggestions please to Mike.  A happy New
Year to all our members.
What we do - The Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common
Twinning Association is twinned with St Martin-de-
Boscherville, a delightful village on the banks of the
Seine just north of Rouen. St Martin is famous for its
historic Abbey which has recently celebrated its 900th
anniversary. Travel is normally on the Newhaven to
Dieppe ferry followed by a pleasant 50 min drive to St
Martin. Accommodation is with our hosts and we recip-

rocate by inviting our French friends to stay in our
homes. The Association organizes a variety of events for
all ages. These events could have a sporting theme (golf,
tennis, cycling, walking etc.) a cultural theme (art, con-
certs, visiting historical buildings, gardens etc.) or an ed-
ucational theme (student exchanges, pen friends). They
all involve much socialising and meeting new friends.
Get involved - We are always looking for new members
and ideas. If you are interested in joining or finding out
more please contact me the Chairman on 01273 833195.

Mike Shute

miD susseX ramBLers As the Ramblers' group
for the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied programme of
walks throughout the year to suit all ages and abilities.
Our walks programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with information
about the group.   
Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends through-
out the year and vary in length from 4-12 miles.   During
the summer there are short walks on Wednesday
evenings, whilst in the winter there are pub socials and
a talks programme covering a wide range of subjects. 
New and experienced walkers are both very welcome
and if you would like to try one of our walks please get
in touch via the Contact Form on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our Secretary
and Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford, on 01403 255654.                                                    

Jo Mitchell
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CArpet CleAning

By CleAn-A-CArpet
Friendly,  Family Run Business.

Compet i t ive Pr ices & Local  to the Area
For advice on al l  of  our services

Cal l  John or Emma on 
01273 831037 or 07960 495325

John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
pyecombeplumber@gmail.com 620788

CHAILEY TRACTOR CLUB Having been lucky and
blessed with sunshine on the last three occasions, the
weather decided that the Chigleys were pushing their
luck and this time refused to cooperate for Chailey Clas-
sic & Vintage Tractor Club’s annual Christmas charity
run, this year in partnership with Tinkers Park (Steam
Charitable Trust) and those who participated endured
somewhat inclement conditions.  
Nevertheless, the heavy rain failed to dampen or dimin-
ish the spirits of the many who turned out, suitably at-
tired, to participate in and enjoy a road run of vintage
and classic tractors (and cars) all in support of St Peter
and St James Hospice.  The 20 or so trac-
tors consisting of various makes and mod-
els, assembled at the Sloop Inn (Scaynes
Hill) where Maria Caulfield, MP for
Lewes, endured the damp and cold to wave
them off.
With pit stops at the Bent Arms, Snowdrop
and Farmers Inn, the convoy of tractors and
vintage vehicles travelled through Hay-
wards Heath via Lindfield, to the bemuse-
ment of Christmas shoppers and many
smiling children.  
The Chigleys returned to the Sloop, albeit
somewhat drenched, at which time the
evening Christmas celebrations com-

menced with live folk music courtesy of Newick Folk.
Local producers consisting of Nose to Tail Butchers Pilt-
down, Fletching Village Shop and Cottage Bakery
Newick, kindly sponsored and provided the barbeque
with local produce supplied by local suppliers to a local
club in support of a local charity, entirely consistent with
the ethos of the occasion.
Local musicians “LOKI” provided further musical en-
tertainment and an auction of promises, coupled with a
raffle and donations from the day will result in a contri-
bution to St Peter & St James Hospice in excess of
£1800.   www.chaileytractorclub.org     Liz Venters

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk
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IN STOCK FOR EASTER
19Th - 22Nd ApRIl 2019

Cards, Money Wallets, Easter Egg hunt Kits
decorative Chicks, Bunnies & Eggs

Easter Baskets, paper Chains, photo props, 
Easter Bingo, Stickers Face paints 

and more...
plus all craft items to make your own cards!

Valentine’s Day

14th February
Cards & Balloons in stock

QD STATIONERY 
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks

01273 846978

Dates for your Diary

31st March

Cards & Balloons 

in stock
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Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151
Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk                                 Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters
and also

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

We come to you! Local Service Free Quotes

Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

MAKE A CHANGE, BECOME A PARISH
COUNCILLOR Hassocks Parish Council is calling
on residents, who care about our community to stand
in the local elections in 2019.
Our Councillors champion the interests of the local
community and give residents a voice on the deci-
sions the council makes. Becoming a councillor will
allow you to make a real difference in the community
by engaging with residents, local groups and busi-
nesses to find out their needs; making decisions on
which services and projects the council should take
forward; and getting involved locally to ensure the
District and County Councils are meeting our com-
munity’s needs.
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC)
Local Councillor Census Survey found that council-
lors put aside, on average, three hours a week for
council work. This often includes attending meetings,
engaging with residents and speaking on behalf of the
council to other bodies.
To stand for election -. You must be a British citizen,
or a citizen of the Commonwealth, or the European
Union – Be 18 years of age or older and - Live in or
near to Hassocks Parish 
Nomination Forms have to be submitted by end of
March so to find out more please contact the Parish

Clerk - Ian Cumberworth at the Parish Centre, Adas-
tra Park, Hassocks BN6 8QH
Telephone: 01273 842714    -   
Email: info@hassocks-pc.gov.uk

Ian Weir

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY It was with great sadness
that we learned of the death of our treasurer, Amanda
Geel, on 31st December. Amanda had managed our
accounts beautifully since taking over as treasurer in
2015 and she fully supported all our activities. She
will be greatly missed.
We are always looking for new members. We meet
on the last Friday of each month at 8pm in the Guides’
HQ, Trinity Road Car Park. At each meeting we have
a presentation, by an expert speaker on a subject with
a historical or geographical flavour. 
Our next meeting will be on 22nd February when
Kevin Newman will give an illustrated talk on Liter-
ary Figures of Brighton and Sussex, including of
course Hilaire Belloc and Rudyard Kipling.  Come
along and join us. Further information from the Chair-
man, Bill Kent, telephone 01273 832280.                       

Bill Kent
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For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

OTTER - THE RETURN OF THE CELLULOID

HEROES Sleek muscular physique. Dynamic aquatic
killer. Mysterious enigmatic loner. You can see why ot-
ters shared the cinema box office with James Bond in
the Sixties and Seventies. Otters are natural film stars,
the Sean Connery of British mammals (with a slightly
hairier chest). 
I remember two otter-based films from my childhood. I
caught ‘Tarka the Otter’ at the local Odeon and the su-
perior ‘Ring of Bright Water’ always won over ‘Goldfin-
ger’ on the TV at Christmas. From the opening
man-meets-otter sequence (both the greatest and silliest
scene ever committed to celluloid) through to Val Doon-
ican’s closing credits crooning - it’s a classic!
But behind the otter’s silver-screen celebrity status lies
a darker, sadder tale. Wild otters in Britain were in trou-
ble. Throughout most of the last century our rivers and
wetland habitats were in a shocking state – polluted,
drained and destroyed. Otters were forced into exile in
the far flung corners of Britain. The last Sussex otters
struggled on until the 1960s. 
And with our heroes out of the picture the bad guys mus-
cled in. American mink, which escaped or were ‘liber-
ated’ from fur farms, rose to the top of the food chain
and terrorised our waterways. These voracious predators
attacked our native wetland wildlife, wiping out entire
populations of water voles across Sussex. 
But this screenplay has a happy ending. Over the past

decades we’ve cleaned up our act and a lot of work has
been undertaken to improve rivers and wetlands in Sus-
sex. Otters are wandering, territorial animals – each otter
needs 40 km of river to make its home - but projects un-
dertaken by conservation groups such as Sussex Wildlife
Trust working with local landowners have provided
these connected, wetland habitats. And what is good for
the otter is good for us too. By undertaking wetland habi-
tat improvements for wildlife - such as planting flood-
plain woodland or creating water meadows - our
countryside regains its powers as water purifier, erosion
controller and flood regulator.
Over the past years footprints, droppings and fleeting
glimpses have given tantalising evidence that these
mammalian movie stars are attempting a comeback in
Sussex after half a century. Recently, night vision trail
cameras were rolling and filmed a female otter as she
made her Sussex small screen debut - possibly the first
time a wild otter has ever been filmed in our county. But
the real showstopper came when these cameras later cap-
tured footage of one - or possibly two - otter cubs; evi-
dence that otters are breeding again in Sussex. With this
dramatic plot twist there is plenty of potential for a se-
quel. The dream that one day we could see these incred-
ible animals swimming in all the restored and vibrant
rivers of Sussex is a step closer to becoming a reality.                                               

Michael Blencowe 

Professional Tiler
City & Guild Qualified

CeramiCs - PorCelain 

naTural sTone - mosaiCs

Covering Sussex • Free Estimates

Call: 07980 984777 email: NKTiling@outlook.com

This magazine is now 
available to view on 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
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01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
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59

8 
83

64
51

WINDMILLS SCHOOL It does not seem possible that
January has already passed; already we have seen some
superb work throughout the school since returning from
the Christmas break.  One project of which has been par-
ticularly exciting has been in Year 3; the children have
been studying the history of mangonels and trebuchets,
which were used to attack castles during the medieval
times, as part of their project on castles.  Their work in-
volved some very exciting Design Technology.  Using
shoe boxes, elastic bands, plastic spoons and wooden
doweling, the children set about creating their own man-
gonels!    The children worked in pairs to build a man-
gonel which they then tested and agreed between them
on how their model could be improved – for example,
some added an extra elastic band for increased power
whilst others decided to strengthen their structure by
adding extra cardboard.  On re-testing their designs the
children were amazed by the results – the mangonels
were much more powerful!   The class teachers were
very impressed by how enthusiastic and responsible the
children were, particularly when it came to using saws
to cut the doweling!    During the DT project the creativ-
ity, originality and perseverance of the children really
shone through, whilst also having a lot of fun when it
came to testing them and seeing how far they could
launch an array of ping pong balls, cotton wall balls and
pompoms!
The Windmills prides itself on offering the children a

very broad and balanced curriculum, with music playing
a key part in our activities.   Indeed, after a hectic period
at the end of last term our musicians are looking forward
to continuing the exciting programme of music learning
throughout the year.  Year 3 learned the ukulele for a
whole term and will continue with the instrument as part
of their weekly music lessons. They will also move on
to pentatonic scales and playing glockenspiels and xy-
lophones.
Year 4 move away from boom whackers and on to
Djembe drumming. They will also be composing around
their topic of Titanic.  Year 5 will enjoy a musical en-
richment day, led by Ollie from ‘A beat Goes On’ who
provides a wonderful opportunity to learn Samba and
body percussion. Children will then continue with both
of these.
In year 6, it’s Stingray class’s turn to enjoy the 10 week
tenor horn programme! All of Year 6 will enjoy their mu-
sical enrichment day when a beat boxer visits and
teaches them some skills in beat boxing. They will con-
tinue with beat boxing, composing their own and then
move on to rap.
We are also offering our Year 3 and 4 children the op-
portunity to learn the recorder in an after school club
which is run by members of the teaching staff.    
We look forward to hearing more from our wonderful
musicians at events over the coming months!  

Sue Bandy

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com
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K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

PLUMBING
Kitchens and Bathrooms

inc. Tiling & Plastering

Property Maintenance

Free Quotes

No Job too Small

Call 01273 834293

or Paul 

07752 116470 

or Rob 

07943 804078

THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL – GOV-
ERNING BOARD VACANCY The governing board
of The Windmills Junior School is currently searching
for a suitable person to join their friendly team to work
alongside the headteacher and staff to ensure the school
delivers high quality education.
Our governors come from a range of different back-
grounds, skills and experience but all share a common
interest of wanting the best possible education for the
children in the school.
The current vacancy is for a co-opted governor and the
governing board is particularly interested in appointing
someone with managerial experience in an HR, legal,
education or finance setting.  
We are fortunate to have several parents sitting on our
governing board.   However, under the terms of our con-
stitution we are not able to appoint more parents.   We
are therefore keen to receive applications from people
within the local community; this can include parents of
children who attend a school outside Hassocks.  
For those of you who are not familiar with The Wind-
mills, we are a 3 form entry junior school in the village
of Hassocks; with space for 360 pupils in 12 classes, 3
in each year group.   Over recent years the demographic
of the village has changed, and continues to do so, with
more young families moving into the area.
You will find more information about the school’s com-

munity, its aims, vision and values on the school website:
www.windmills.w-sussex.sch.uk/
If you are interested in finding out more about the role,
please contact me, the Clerk to the Governors, by email:
sbandy@windmillsjunior.org.uk. She will be happy
to arrange a suitable time for you to meet the Chair of
Governors and Headteacher for an informal chat and to
discuss the role in more detail.                      

Sue Bandy

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
We meet at 3 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks.  We are
a friendly group and visitors are very welcome. 
For further information about our activities, please con-
tact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.
On 14th February, we will be welcoming Anisah Rani
once again.  This time ‘My Favourite Cuddly Toy’ is her
topic.  The Competition is for the ‘Prettiest Scarf.
Our next Coffee Morning is on Saturday 16th February
at Age Concern Hassocks between 9.45 am and 11.45
am.  
All help and contributions are warmly welcomed.  Your 
support is appreciated, and we hope to see you there.    

Liz Thomas 
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P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

The Old Flower Field
4 Star Holiday Lodges & Campsite

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Relax & Unwind in 4 Star Luxury Lodges

or share a camping experience

on the edge of the South Downs National Park

just a short walk from the village.

Funeral Tributes
Bespoke Arrangements,

Home Consultations for a more personal touch
To order please call 07887 377075   

penny.rogers@hotmail.co.uk

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH If you have been
out and about in Hassocks, you may have seen volun-
teers from the Community Speed Watch team in their
hi-viz jackets, with clipboards and a radar speed gun.
Our local group is part of a nationwide initiative aimed
at improving awareness around excessive speeding in
order to help make our streets safer for all road users.
We are supported by Sussex Police, with our equip-
ment funded through one of the annual community
grants awarded by Hassocks Parish Council.
Having been trained by Sussex Police in November,
with a number of sites risked assessed and approved,
we ran a few initial sessions in late December. As a re-
sult we found that 65 vehicles were driving well in ex-
cess of the village-wide 30 mph limit. Registered
owners of those vehicles would have received letters
sent out in the post informing them of this.
The scheme is about awareness rather than enforce-
ment, so the data we collect would never be used to
issue points or fines. Other than aiming to make our
streets safer for all road users, we also want to use the
anonymised data collected to demonstrate to West Sus-
sex County Council and the Parish Council where bet-
ter signage is needed, as well help identify hot spots
for Police as to where they should look to do more for-

mal speed monitoring.
If you are interested in joining the team you can sign
up by going here - https://bit.ly/2L2yXV3 or you can
drop me a mail at alickmighall@yahoo.co.uk. Once
you’ve completed no more than 30 minutes online
training, I’d meet with you for an hour to cover off a
few extra details, and then you’re ready to go. The
group is entirely self-organising, so the time you vol-
unteer can be as much or as little as you like.
From time to time we’ll keep the village updated with
progress on the scheme through local magazines, Face-
book groups and Twitter.                      

Alick Mighall

GODLY PLAY is a way for adults and children to hear
Bible stories, then have a chance to think about them
and take part in craft activities.    Why not come along
and try the activities or just pop in for coffee, tea, cake
and a chat.  
Organised by Churches Together in Hassocks our next
Godly Play will be on Saturday 23rd February be-
tween 10 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United Re-
formed Church; the story will be told at 10.30 am.
There is no charge and all are welcome.  

Darryl Sinclair
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Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

HASSOCKS GARDEN CENTRE JUDGES WERE IN-

TRIGUED WITH THE ENTIRES FOR THEIR

COLOURING COMPETITION when they came across
two of the many entries: one was for Lucie, aged four, and
the other labelled grandad 71½. 
We do love a family effort here at South Downs Nurseries,
explains Rebecca Houghton-Knapp from the Brighton
Road business, so we contacted ‘Grandad’, who turned out
to be Colin Bailey from Hassocks. 
Lucie had just gone back to school that day so couldn’t
come with him, but Grandad was more than happy to col-
lect her goodie bag for her, as well as receiving a delicious
cream tea for two for his colouring efforts as well.                                                      

Trevor Butler

This magazine is now 
available to view on 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk Grandad Colin Bailey collecting prizes from 
Ady O’Brien at South Downs Nurseries

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds & Loose Covers

Have your curtains made to measure

Free estimates & home visits by an

experienced curtain maker

Mob 07599 009440
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31st March 2019
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Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Flat Roofs • UPVC Fascia & Sofits

Guttering • Moss Clearing

Chimney Repointing • Lead Work

Tiling • Slating • Shingle

A family run business with over 30 years local experience.
All roofing work undertaken including.

Call for a free estimate or advice

01273 844946    07854 327020VAT FREE

VAT FREE

01273 500 999

07816 408 123
www.thetreeworks.com

Primary & Key stage 3
General Tuition & Examination Coaching 

Recent DBS & Chaperone licence - References available
Experience in Special Educational needs

35 yrs teaching experience • Ms Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE 
Hassocks 07413 733556 • fran_rabin@hotmail.com

GROUP SATs REVISION STARTING MARCH

LET’S DANCE! (HASSOCKS) On Friday 16th No-
vember for the 30th year running Let’s Dance! (Has-
socks) held two Sponsored Tap Dancing Sessions for the
BBC Children in Need Appeal. 
In the afternoon younger pupils from 3 years old tapped
away for an hour followed by our older pupils and adults
enjoying 1½ hours of dance. 
We were pledged in excess of £2,035 taking the total
raised by the school over the years for various Children’s
Charities to over £72,000!
A huge thank you to everyone who took part, supported
and helped at the event and to Sally-Ann and her ‘big’
girls for leading the sessions. 
Email robin@letsdancehassocks.com.                 Robin

WAITING FOR SPACES? Hurstpierpoint Gymnastics
Club’s waiting list have all but disappeared.
If you think you are on the waiting list for girls Pre-
school or school age classes, or Junior boys, please en-
quire because the waiting lists are empty. There are a just
few spaces in each class.
There are only a few boys waiting for Pre-school classes
and for the boys Reception class.
More details about the Club are on its website
www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk.             Andrew Hair

DITCHLING SINGERS New members are always
welcome!  We are a friendly choir who enjoy singing
popular songs together.  No auditions and the first ses-
sion is free.  
Our February rehearsals are on Sunday, 3rd February
from 4 pm to 6 pm, in The Old Meeting House in Ditch-
ling, and Sunday, 17th February from 4 pm to 6 pm at
Keymer Church Hall.  Just come along or contact Julie
on 01273 844818 or Christine on 01273 846098.

Julie and Christine

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
info@villagemagazines.co.uk
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I have to be honest I did think what I had written in last month’s Talk About was a bit down beat and depressing so I thought
come on Steve this month be all light hearted and amusing – Sorry no chance of that.  When I arrived at the shop early 

Christmas Eve morning and found my beautiful old Freelander car had been stolen from the back of the shop I was absolutely
devastated, we’d had so many adventures together rescuing a whole assortment of wildlife and using her to take Miss Snooks

out for her walks in the countryside, I couldn’t believe she just wasn’t there where I always left her.  By now my head and
heart were about to explode, I remember crashing through the back door trying to grab the phone to call the police which I
managed to do, but what was weird when they asked for the registration number I couldn’t remember it, it had disappeared

from my brain cells.  I must have sounded a right idiot but eventually I pulled myself together to provide the relevant 
information – what was strange as I was about to hang up the phone she suddenly said to me “oh yes I can see what direction
it’s driven off in” how did she know that? Anyway by now shock had turned into grief, I remember sinking to my knees with
my hands over my face screaming Happy “BLEEP BLEEP” Christmas and what next? Perhaps it’s the work of the landlords
trying to push me over the edge, crazy things go through your mind at times like this, then all or a sudden I could feel these
soft little bodies rubbing against me, as I removed my hands from my face all I could see were a lot of worried little faces, I

was surrounded by my wide eyed cats looking quizzically at me and wondering why I was down on the floor with them.
Once they could see I was alright they all moved in purring and rubbing themselves reassuringly against me as if to say 

don’t worry dad, it’ll be alright, we all love you – what more could you want?  You can always count on animals to make you
feel better, so I pulled myself together gave them all a stroke or cuddle and got on with my Christmas Eve.

Just after Christmas I had a communication from the police which read ‘Case Closed’ which once again upset me but
prompted me to write a letter to the Chief Constable of Sussex voicing my concerns about how Hassocks is turning into little
London with a huge increase in crime and anti-social behaviour, it’s very worrying and will only get worse as more and more

houses are built in the area, what’s the answer?  I don’t know, certainly CCTV would be a start, tougher laws to deal with 
anti-social behaviour and more police presence, personally I think the parents should be held more accountable for the actions
of their children - after all if your dog attacks anyone you’re to blame, if it’s not raised and trained properly they become out

of control, then as we’ve seen happen all too many times tragedy strikes and it’s the owner who is prosecuted.
Anyway, I did get my reply from the office of the Chief Constable reassuring me that my concerns had been passed on to the
relevant departments.  As for my car bless her,  who was 18 years old and full of my rescue equipment – was last seen being

driven around Brighton and that’s the last I’ve heard.
A little bit of local news which I am sure most of you know – The Greyhound has been bought by the owners of The Plough
in Pyecombe, South Downs Garden Centre is spending 15 million to extend the car park and put up bigger buildings to sell –

what more plants? And a burger bar is considering opening up in the empty shop next to me – what do I think about that? 
Just one word YUCK!

I do hope that next month I’ll be here and able to talk about some good news but we won’t hold our breath on that one.
Thanks for all your good wishes and offers of help I feel very humbled and emotional.

My thanks to QD for letting me go over their deadline – just to let you know briefly my car was involved in a police incident
in Brighton which ended in a chase and sadly my car was very badly damaged and hence written off, that at the moment is all

I know – Typical Eh!          Love you all, Steve

HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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Also Suitable for: 
Retirement Home Clothing, 
Hospital Stays, Uniforms, 
Workwear, Sportswear.

Available to order from: qd StAtIOnery 52 Keymer road, Hassocks 01273 846978 

Iron On or Sew On 
NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes
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