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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, 
Repointing or Relaying?

• are the flat Roofs on your Garage, porch, 
Extension or Dormer watertight?

• is your ChimnEy obsolete, leaking or in need of Repointing?
•are your GuttERs leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fREE estimate 
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P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

The Old Flower Field
4 Star Holiday Lodges & Campsite

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Relax & Unwind in 4 Star Luxury Lodges

or share a camping experience

on the edge of the South Downs National Park

just a short walk from the village.

Funeral Tributes
Bespoke Arrangements,

Home Consultations for a more personal touch
To order please call 07887 377075   

penny.rogers@hotmail.co.uk

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY& SERVICES LTD

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel/Fax 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the April 2019 ISSUE is no later than 5th March 2019. 

All copy from advertisers and contributors must include your name, address and telephone number. 

If not included for our information, your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  

It also helps us to sort out any queries, quickly.  Your articles may appear on our website.

Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt, by e-mailing back to your e-mail address.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 

that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.
The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views

of the Editor.  Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein

are believed to be correct, the publishers of this publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies.

Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do hope they give a good quality service.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

COUNCILLORS SURGERY. Held in Hassocks Parish Centre.  Gordon Marples & Michelle Binks will be  holding
a  surgery on Thursday 7th March 2 pm - 3 pm. and Saturday 23rd March 10 am - 11 am. No appointments nec-
essary. Gordon can be contacted on 01273 843643 or email gordonm440@btinternet.com Michelle can be con-
tacted on 07505 123149 or email michelle.binks@midsussex.gov.uk
Sue Hatton(MSDC) & Kirsty Lord (WSCC) will be holding a surgery on Tuesday 12th March 10 am - 11 am. Sue
can be contacted on 07821 351411 or email suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk Kirsty can be contacted on 07952 643623
or email kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net
Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth Open Mondays to Thursdays 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm. 

On Memory Stick “TALK ABOUT, DIALOGUE & VILLAGE VOICE” for those with poor sight.  Please ring
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Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

We thank Peter Grossman from Hassocks for this old picture of Keymer Road shops

(even before Hassocks Pet Centre was around)
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Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Flat Roofs • UPVC Fascia & Sofits

Guttering • Moss Clearing

Chimney Repointing • Lead Work

Tiling • Slating • Shingle

A family run business with over 30 years local experience.
All roofing work undertaken including.

Call for a free estimate or advice

01273 844946    07854 327020VAT FREE

VAT FREE

01273 500 999

07816 408 123
www.thetreeworks.com

Kevin Jerrey
Interior, Exterior Decorating
Over 30 years’ experience • Advanced City & Guilds

01273 844213

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email per-
sonally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, 
West Sussex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

WOrLd dAy Of PrAyEr                            Good News Church, 149 High Street, Hurstpierpoint
fri. 1st Mar. 10.30 am                                    Come - Everything is Ready - by Women of Slovenia.  All welcome
dITCHLING dOWNS WI                                                                                 Old Meeting House, ditchling
Tues. 5th Mar. 7 pm                                                                                Emergency Medicine - Dr Anne Weaver
HOLy COMMuNION                                                                                              Age Concern, Hassocks
Tues. 5th Mar. 1.30 pm                                                     Conducted by one of the local Church of England Clergy
HurST MONTHLy SOCIAL GrOuP The Guide HQ, Trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Wed. 6th Mar. 2 pm                                                                                                               Art Deco - Ian Gledhill
dITCHLING  WI                                                  ditchling Village Hall
Thurs. 7th Mar. 2.15 pm                                                                     Secret Sussex Gardens - Lesley Chamberlain
HurST, HASSOCkS & dITCHLING fIrST rESPONdErS    Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church Hall 
Thurs. 7th Mar. 7.30 pm                                                                      Training Night - New members welcome
dITCHLING  fILM SOCIETy                            ditchling Village Hall
Thurs. 7th Mar. 7.30 pm                                                                                                               Film -  Ice Mother
STAr CINEMA                                                                                                                  Adastra Hall, Hassocks
fri. 8th Mar. 7 pm                                                                  Film - Bohemian Rhapsody.  Refreshments and raffle  
dITCHLING MuSEuM frIENdS’   ditchling Village Hall
fri. 8th Mar. 7 pm                                                      Quiz Night includes fish and chip supper call 01273 843890
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AAA 
PLUMBING & HEATING

PAUl sKidMore
Heating Engineer

Crosswinds
South Bank
Hassocks
West Sussex 
BN6 8JP

01273 844829 / 07767 702717

176874

podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quotes

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating • Handyman by the hour
Minor building works • Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs • Tiling • Decking • Fencing
Property Maintenance

RePuTaBle, InSuReD & FaMIly Run
www.sussexhandyman.co.uk

StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

Visit your local corner of Eden
Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals
for all ages 

1st March - 31st October 2019

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/19)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Brighton Consort holy trinity Church, hurstpierpoint
sat. 9th Mar. 7.30 pm Choral works from the late 16th Century. Requiem (Luis de Victoria) Tkts 01273 833746
henfield Arts soCiety henfield  hall, Coopers Way
Mon. 11th Mar. 2.30 pm       The Painted Churches of Romania - John Osborne.  Guests welcome. 01273 494633
hAssoCKs evening JAZZ                                                                                     hassocks hotel, hassocks
tues. 12th Mar. 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome
Mid sX heAlth CAre PAtient PArtiCiPAtion groUP          United reformed Church, hassocks
Wed. 13th Mar. 6.45 pm    AGM followed by Managing Our Local Health Needs - Dr Terry Lynch.  All welcome
hAssoCKs hortiCUltUrAl soCiety Adastra hall, hassocks
Wed. 13th Mar. 8 pm                                                            Tulip Mania - Lesley Chamberlain (Garden Designer)
ditChling history ProJeCt                                                     the White horse restaurant, ditchling
Wed. 13th Mar.  2 - 5 pm                      Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
Mid sUsseX AssoCiAtion nAtionAl trUst                Clair hall, Perrymount road, haywards heath
thurs. 14th Mar 2.30 pm                                                                        Shepherds of the South Downs - Ian Everest
royAl British legion ClAyton & KeyMer WoMens seCtion     legion hQ, Woodsland road
thurs. 14th Mar. 3 pm Mid Sussex Older People’s Council - Val Upton
hAssoCKs And hUrstPierPoint lABoUr BrAnCh Purple Carrot, hassocks
fri. 22nd Mar. 2 - 3 pm                                                          Meet for a cuppa and a chat - A warm welcome to all
sUsseX ChorUs With Kent sinfoniA                                                         Kings Church, Burgess hill
sat. 23rd Mar. 7.30 pm Haydn - Creation.  www.ssomusic.co.uk 01444 412579
ChUrChes together   United reformed Church, hassocks
sat. 23rd Mar. 10 am - 12 pm            Messy Church - Activity morning for adults and children with refreshments
hAssoCKs villAge MArKet                                                                  national tyres forecourt
sat.  23rd Mar.  9 am – 1 pm                                                 Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 
hedgehog heros   south down nurseries, Brighton road, hassocks
sun. 24th Mar. 10 am - 4 pm                            Advise on how we can help hedgehogs and improve their numbers
hAssoCKs JAZZ lUnCh hassocks hotel, hassocks
tues. 26th Mar. 11.30 am   Trad Jazz and Lunch.  Bookings only call 01273 842113.  All welcome
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Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,

Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 

Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81

Hassocks Townswomens Guild age concern, Hassocks
Tues. 26th mar. 2.30 pm                                                                                                                                    AGM
HursTpierpoinT HisTorical socieTy Guide HQ, Trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Fri. 29th mar. 8 pm                                                                                         A Passion for Piers - Jackie Marsh
Hassocks JaZZ  BruncH Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks
sun. 31st mar. 11.30 am Julie Roberts & Michael Hinton.  Sunday lunch avail. Tkts www.julierobertsmusic.co.uk 
ad~asTra Beacon oF liGHT spiriTual cenTre                                     adastra Hall, Hassocks
sun. 31st mar. 10 am doors open.                         Meditation Group 10.10 to 10.30 am  Divine Service at 11 am
diTcHlinG sinGers                                                                                         old meeting House, ditchling
sun. 3rd & 17th march 4 - 6 pm                                                                     Open to all more info 01273 844818
diTcHlinG VillaGe associaTion ditchling Village Hall
sat. 16th mar. Newcomers’ Party.  See article for More info
Tues. 19th mar. 9.30 - 11 am                                                                                                      Coffee Morning
Hassocks Field socieTy                                                                                        adastra Hall, Hassocks
sat. 9th mar. 10 am - 12 pm.                                                                               Coffee Morning at Age Concern 
mon. 11th mar. 7.45 pm                                                Roman Sussex - David Rudling.  All welcome
mon. 25th mar. 7.45 pm          The Greatest Treasure House in England (Petworth House) - Frances Farrer-Brown
HursTpierpoinT HorTiculTural socieTy Hurstpierpoint Village centre
Tues. 12th mar. 7.45 pm               New methods of Cultivation and some different crops to try - Steve Millam
sat. 16th mar. 2.15 pm                                           Spring Show.  Exhibiting is free to all.  Schedule from Gibsons
HursT, Hassocks & diTcHlinG u3a
mon. 18th mar. 2 pm  Hurstpierpoint Village Centre                                Churchill’s Secret Army - Gilly Halcrow
sat. 23rd mar. 10 am - 12 pm Adastra Hall, Hassocks HHD Groups open morning all welcome
HursT VillaGe cinema Hurstpierpoint players Theatre
For films and showing times visit hurstfilms.com              
keymer Folk dance cluB                                                     united reformed church Hall, Hassocks                                                                 
mon. 4th mar. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                         Caller Brenda Farr.  All welcome
mon. 18th mar. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                      Club Callers.  All welcome    
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All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryschool.com

A. Twine
Butcher

01273 842296

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm

Mothers Day 31st March

reMeMber ! MuMs love nothing 

better than a hoMe cookeD roast

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook
Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

RaLPh LEVY (1962-2019) In loving memory of Ralph
who passed away at his wonderful home, the handmade
house in Ditchling on 18th January.
Ralph was buried at the Clayton Wood Natural Burial
Ground on 6th February.     
Ralph was an inspiration to many people within our com-
munity. He will be deeply missed.               Kevin Grant

PETER DuRRanT - Sadly my husband aged 88
passed away in Princess Royal Hospital on 25th January.
He became your local butcher in 1970 and was very well
known in the village, not only for his famous sausages
that won him the Sussex Cup twice but also for being on
Come Dancing with me of course, when Hassocks resi-
dents stayed up late the night it was on TV! He also won
the Adastra Bowls Club men’s singles Championship in
1994. A man of many talents and very much loved by all.
My thanks to all for your cards, tributes and offers of help
- he will be sorely missed by us all (everyone).                                    

Jean Durrant

BESS DuDLEY peacefully passed away in the Villa
Adastra on Thursday 10th January, aged 100 years. Bess
was well known in Hassocks, and much loved by all her
friends at Age Concern and in the Villa Adastra where

she lived for the last 2½ years. She moved to Mackie Av-
enue in 1992 with her  husband Albert, and later spent
many happy years in Clerks Acre. 

Linda Coleman

BIG SWIM At 70 I learnt to swim, at 72 I took on swim-
ming challenges in the 25 metres pool at the Triangle
Burgess Hill. On the 24th January I completed my 5th
swim - 7080 lengths (110miles) equal to, Cuba to
Florida.
If you would like to donate to congratulate me please
Google - My Donate, and then find Headway East Sus-
sex in memory of my hubby Roy and son Mathew or pop
donations at my home 34, Farnham Avenue, Hassocks
BN6 8NS. Thank you.                      

Judy Tilbury

LOST PROPERTY QD Stationery,

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273

846978,over the last month we have

been handed in the following: 2 cycle

helmets, one found in Adastra Park

and the other left at McColls, 2 bank cards, one

dropped in Ockenden Way the other in Grand Avenue,

a key on a key ring found outside Costa Coffee and left

in our shop a childs hat, pop in if you think any of the

above is yours.

Thank YOu to Tony Chaitow who has been deliv-

ering your Talk About magazine in Ann Close for

many years.  Thank you for your help.             

Editors
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30th April 2019
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Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

EXCITING TIMES AHEAD AT THE ACORNS NURS-

ERY AND FOREST SCHOOL!

Would you like to join our team?  Super jobs for qualified
people, passionate about early years and forest school ad-
ventures. Term time roles with an opportunity to join our
Summer holiday play scheme too. Please contact us for de-
tails and come and meet our small friendly team.
What makes The Acorns special? Run by Janet Irwin, a
highly qualified teacher with many years’ experience, The
Acorns encourages learning through playing, exploring,
doing and discovering. What else? Our Forest School ad-
ventures, mud kitchens, riding bikes and scooters, playing
indoors and outside, combining fun and excitement with an
eagerness to learn. A thirst for knowledge, an integrated
reading scheme and all the core traditional nursery activi-
ties. ‘You can always tell an Acorns child,’ teachers tell us,
‘because they are so able.’
“I have been to see lots of nurseries,” a prospective parent
said this week, “but The Acorns is the first one I’ve really
liked.”
Janet’s ‘Stay and Play’ sessions for parents, childminders

and toddlers are on Mondays, adventure days for home-ed-
ucated children on Tuesdays and Fridays and private tutor-
ing for children and adults at mutually convenient times.
All enquiries to Janet Irwin 01444 455081

janetirwin@janetirwin.com, www.theacornsnurs-

erysandforestschool.com.                                    Janet Irwin

We thank Ken and Mary Barnard for the following letter:-
Every season Ken and I admire the hedge trimming skills
of the farmers who cut the hedges along the length of the
road from Clayton to Ditchling.  The hedges look so smart
and we would like the farmers to know that we appreciate
their efforts, as I am sure many other motorists do, and we
wish to record our thanks.

COFFEE MORNING in the Ditchling Village Hall: Tues-
day 19th March 9.30am to 11 am.
Ditchling Village Association invites you to drop in for cof-
fee and cakes.
All are invited - make new friends and meet old ones -
young and old are welcome and there is no charge! 

Neil Iosson

DITCHLING FLINT
WALLING - LANDSCAPING

Flint wall renovations, repairs, new
build and other bespoke landscaping

01273 841559 / 07719 660001

www. ditchlingflint.co.uk • ditchlingflint@btinternet.com

Primary & Key stage 3
General Tuition & Examination Coaching 

Recent DBS & Chaperone licence - References available
Experience in Special Educational needs

35 yrs teaching experience • Ms Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE 
Hassocks 07413 733556 • fran_rabin@hotmail.com

GROUP SATs REVISION STARTING MARCH
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IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

MAKE A CHANGE, BECOME A LOCAL COUNCIL-

LOR Hassocks Parish Council is calling on residents pas-
sionate about their community to stand in the local elections
in May 2019.
What do Councillors do? Councillors are champions of their
community and give residents a voice on the decisions the
council makes. Becoming a councillor will allow you to
make a real difference in your community by engaging with
residents, local groups and businesses to find out their
needs; making decisions on which services and projects the
council should take forward; and getting involved locally
to ensure the services are meeting your community’s needs.
How long does it take? The National Association of Local
Councils (NALC) Local Councillor Census survey found
that councillors put aside, on average, three hours a week
for council work. This often includes attending meetings,
engaging with residents and speaking on behalf of the coun-
cil to other bodies.
Can I stand? There are only a few rules to stand for election.
You must be: A British citizen, or a citizen of the Common-
wealth, or the European Union, 18 years of age or older,
Live in an area that is served by Hassocks Parish Council.
If you are interested in standing you will need to submit
your nomination papers no later than the 3rd April.

How can I get involved? Contact Hassocks Parish Council,
Parish Centre, Adastra Park, Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6
8QH or email info@hassocks-pc.gov.uk to find out more,
or visit www.nalc.gov.uk/elections.         Ian Cumberworth

HASSOCKS COMMUNITY CYCLE HIRE (HCCH)
www.hassockscommunitycyclehire.com opened in 2010
as a community bike hire and service centre. For the past
four years it has been based in a purpose built shop on Plat-
form 2 of Hassocks Station.
HCCH exists to encourage green tourism to the South
Downs by offering bike hire. In the process we help the vil-
lage economy by bringing visitors to the area. We also serv-
ice bikes and provide employment and training for young
people.
Customers come from far and wide, the majority from Lon-
don and Brighton, but also from many places abroad, such
as Brazil, the US and several European countries.
We have had workplace groups, stag parties, reunions of
friends, Air Training Corps cadets, scouts, families who are
camping nearby as well as local people who need an extra
bike for a visitor.
We are well rated on Trip Advisor. A recent review (No-
vember 2018) said: “Can’t speak highly enough about Has-
socks Community Cycle. Right next to the station and 10
mins cycle to Jack and Jill windmills for a beautiful ride
along the South Downs towards Lewes. Wonderful views.
Great service.….…”
This really is a great service but for it to continue we need
new volunteers to assist with running and marketing the
business. Please contact 
hassocksvolunteers@gmail.com if you are interested.
HCCH is part of Hassocks Community Organisation,
formed from Hassocks Amenity Association and Hassocks
Community Partnership.                               Colin Wilsdon
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one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
36 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

PC Problems?
...we come to you

• Computer Repairs
• Hardware Upgrades
• Software Issues
• Data Recovery
• Virus & Malware Removal
• Networking

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

ATTENTION ALL HASSOCKS CHILDREN AND

TEENAGERS AGES 5-18 “Hassocks Music Festival”

is coming to the field of Downlands Community School

on Saturday 7th September. 

The Hassocks Music Festival Youth Choir will soon be

forming to participate in the festival’s ‘Battle of the

Bands’. We will be rehearsing 2 to 3 songs over 13 re-

hearsals through May, June and July on Tuesday evenings

from 7 to 8 pm at St Cosmas and St Damian Church. 

All Hassocks children and teenagers are welcome to join

us but they must be able to attend the rehearsals and per-

formance. It is generally free but we may ask for voluntary

donations to cover costs. For more info please find us on

Facebook, email Marion Smith

(maser844@hotmail.co.uk) or Emily Hilson

(emily@uk-aardvarks.co.uk). All proceeds from the fes-

tival will support St James and St Peter’s Hospice.

Marion Smith

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION

We meet at 3 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at

our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks.  We are

a friendly group and visitors are very welcome. 

For further information about our activities, please contact

our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.

On 14th March, Val Upton is coming to talk about the

“Mid Sussex Older People’s Council”; the Competition is

a ‘Walking Stick’, an interesting link to her subject.

Which reminds me – usually speakers entertain us on  nu-

merous interesting topics, but a recent entertainment, in

the true sense of the word was a lady called Tania, who

came to our Christmas Tea and along with a Carol here

and there, sang a medley of songs from the ‘Olden Days’.

With a truly amazing voice, and also plenty of humour and

fun, Tania was a ray of sunshine.  She brought a smile to

our faces and a tap to our feet.  

Walking stick - tap to feet, that’s a strange connection!

On 11th April our speaker will be Martin Wilcox, his

topic “Child Aid”.  The competition: Child’s Photograph.

A Date For Your Diary: Our Coffee Morning is on Satur-

day 13th April at Age Concern Hassocks between 9.45

am and 11.45 am. We hope to see you there.  Contributions

for the Cake, Toiletries, and Bric-a-brac stalls are greatly

appreciated.  Items can always be brought along before-

hand to our meetings, or on the day.  If you need to arrange

for collection please contact Jenny.  Proceeds go towards

our benevolent funds; thank you for your generous sup-

port.                                                                Liz Thomas 

DITCHLING SINGERS Our friendly choir rehearses

popular songs on alternative Sunday afternoons.  Our

March dates are Sunday, 3rd and 17th March both from

4 to 6 pm at The Old Meeting House, (The Twitten) in

Ditchling.  The first session is free, no auditions, just come

along or contact Julie on 01273 844818 or Christine 01273

846098.                                                Julie and Christine 
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Have you thought that perhaps you don’t need to rip out the whole kitchen?

A thoughtful and considerate refurbishment may be the answer. There are many ways we can make your kitchen look
new and work like new without changing everything. It is more cost effective and much less messy!

Now! We could talk about the amazing range of replacement doors that we have on display at our Ditchling showrooms
or the wonderful solid oak dovetailed drawers that we make but we are going to start by describing something more
mundane.

Let’s start at the beginning. Perhaps you need new doors or a tall oven or an eye level fridge or new worktops. Perhaps
some things need repositioning and some appliances need replacing. There are many different reasons people want to
re-arrange their kitchens.

The first thing we do is come and give you some sensible intelligent design ideas. How can we change/sort/move around
or replace the minimum elements of your kitchen to give you a refurbished kitchen that really works?

We do not try to sell you lots of new cabinets. We come and discuss how we can transform your existing kitchen with
the minimum of fuss and expense.

Yes, we have a fantastic range of doors and worktops and sinks and taps and appliances and that is important but we are
building our reputation on service and attention to detail.

So firstly, we simply come and discuss what you want or need. You will have your own thoughts. You may have lived
with some real irritations but can’t see a way to sort them out. We can add a professional designers eye. You might well
be pleasantly surprised how inventive we can be at resolving difficult kitchen problems. We will do some sketches and
scribble some plans and discuss costings and budgets. Then we will leave you with these ideas and let you mull them
over at your leisure. There is absolutely no pressure. We are not sales people; we are kitchen designers, cabinet makers
and kitchen installers  offering an exceptional service to the local community at a sensible price.

If you like the ideas then we invite you over to the showrooms at Ditchling [just off the beacon road] to discuss your
plans a bit further. 

Then we come back on site and have another chat…then we will do a neat intelligible plan and a proper quote. Everything
is done in a quiet and leisurely manner. We will never pester you. We will try to work within your budget.

We organise everything like the plumbing, gas fitting, moving a radiator or a new power point or making good an old
wall right down to the painting and decorating. 

When we arrive on the specified day we carefully remove all the contents of each cupboard and place the contents in a
plastic storage box which we label. Then we complete the work. At the end of the refurbishment we put everything back
in the cupboards…under your supervision. We clean and tidy as we go along. Our kitchen installers wear outside shoes
outside and inside work slippers in your house. We try as best as we can to minimise the disruption, dust and the mess.
All old doors and worktops are immediately removed. The kitchen doorway is sealed off by a new plastic doorway to
keep the dust from the rest of the house.

When we’re finished we clean everything from top to bottom and make it sparkle.

We leave you with a bunch of flowers and a brand new looking kitchen with a twenty year guarantee.

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

We are Kitchen Refurbishment specialists

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!

Thanks for taking the time to read this.
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All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

Gas & Woodburning Stove Installations  

Stove & Chimney Maintenance • Flue Liner Supplies

ChIMney SWeepInG For StoveS & open FIreS

07738 169011

07903 076162

paul@ifitltd.co.uk

www.ifitltd.co.uk

DITCHLING PARISH NEEDS YOU AS A COUNCIL-

LOR Why should you bother?  If you are happy that others
decide on how to spend approximately £100,000 per year
of your council tax then perhaps you shouldn’t.  However,
if you think that you may best decide on which priorities
this money should be spent on for your community then you
should.
But I don’t have time!  Really!  The statutory council meet-
ings are held one per calendar month on the last Monday of
the month, at Ditchling Village Hall, starting at 7.30 pm and
usually finished by 8.30 pm.  Hardly onerous!
However the real benefits will accrue to you by becoming
involved in whatever interests you most in the many fringe
areas that you will become exposed to as a Councillor.
Such as:- Crime Policing, Welfare and Education; Schools;
Town and Country Planning; Highways and Traffic and in-
creasing today, Environment and Biodiversity Matters; etc.
As a Councillor many other authorities and organisations
look at you as the first level of local democracy.
The great benefit you will have however is that you can be
involved but not committed.  You are after all an unpaid vol-
unteer.
The level of your involvement depends entirely on you.
You will, if it suits, become aware of interests, talents and
abilities that you never knew you had.
So! You have nothing to lose and potentially much to gain.
Look out for the Lewes District Council advertisement for
volunteers.  Follow the instructions.  I wish you every suc-
cess.                                                                  John Leaver

ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB Thinking of warm sum-
mer days?  Why not think of joining us for some enjoyable
lawn bowling?  It’s a fun and friendly way of getting light
aerobic exercise in the fresh air.  Age is no limitation, young
or old.  If you’ve seen the bowls on the TV recently you will
know this is by no means just a sport for retired people.  We
play both friendly and competitive league matches to suit
all standards.  We offer an optional trial membership for
those new to bowling and this includes four coaching ses-
sions which will take you to a level where you should be
confident to compete in friendly matches.
Dates for your diary - 6th April, 10 am to 12:30 pm – Cof-
fee morning at the clubhouse in Adastra Park – entrance at
the south end of the carpark in Orchard Lane.  Come and
enjoy coffee/tea and biscuits, have a chat to members, look
at our facilities and maybe pick up an application form.
27th April, 4th, 6th, 11th and 18th May, 10 am to 12:30
pm Open mornings at the club.  Come and try bowling for
yourself.  All equipment provided and coaches will be there
to give you all the help you need.  All we ask is that you
come with light, flattish footwear.
www.adastrabowling.club Frank Titford

THE VERY POPULAR MUSEUM FRIENDS’ QUIZ
NIGHT will take place this year on Friday 8th March at 7
pm in Ditchling Village Hall. Tickets can be bought at the
Museum (open every day 11 am to 5 pm except Monday).
The price includes a fish and chip supper but please bring
your own drinks and nibbles! If you need further infor-
mation or want to reserve your place, ring me on 01273
843890. Jenny KilBride
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Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

LOOKING FOR A 

WINDOW CLEANER?

A Careful & Reliable Service
offered by 

ANDREW BEACh & BEN TuRK

Contact 07428 594529
benturk@btinternet.com

Fully Insured • Est. 1975

and now also offering 

Gutter Clearing & Soffit & Fascia Cleaning

PEOPLE - PEOPLE WHO NEED PEOPLE On the af-
ternoon of Friday, 18th January, I was walking with a friend
along Fir Tree Way on my way to visit another  friend, when
I stumbled on a concrete post in the pavement. I fell onto
my face and sustained two fractures to my jaw and a lacer-
ation underneath.
I would like to thank the people who came to my rescue.  A
young man in a red cycling outfit - he assessed the whole
situation and called the paramedics, another young man in
a red Downlands School sweat shirt, an older gentleman
who took my arm and steadied me when I was able to get
to my feet, his wife who spoke comforting words and reas-
sured me, another gentleman with  a dog (a Dachshund I
think)  and  a young Mum and her child were also on hand
to help in any way they could.  The friend who lived in Fir
Tree Way also came by and was able to bring some sem-
blance of reality to me.
The paramedics from Burgess Hill who arrived extremely
quickly (Jodie and Tim) were marvellous.  Their skill and
expertise brought my stunned state under control and I was
then taken by my friend to the Accident and Emergency De-
partment at The Princess Royal Hospital.  There, again, the
medical professionals were excellent, as was the maxillary
specialist who treated me at the Queen Victoria Hospital,
East Grinstead the next morning.
I was able to thank the medical staff for taking care of me -
where would we be without the wonderful NHS? Unfortu-
nately I was not able to thank those lovely People who came
to my rescue.  They had all gone home when I emerged

from the Ambulance.  I hope that somehow this message
will get through to them. 
I am truly grateful to them all and thankful that there are
such caring people.  I am on the mend.  One of the Luckiest
People In The World.              Name and address supplied.

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide HQ, Trin-
ity Road, Hurstpierpoint from 2 pm – 4 pm on the 1st
Wednesday of each month.
6th March - Ian Gledhill on Art Deco, the style that defined
the jazz era & the golden age of pre-war Hollywood musi-
cals.
As with our first meeting on the 6th February this 2nd meet-
ing will be free of charge. Membership forms will be avail-
able for those who would like to join the group.
3rd April Jo Kaddish will be speaking on the work of the
RNLI.
For more information please contact Dianne 01273 835284
or myself 07806 670359.
Do come along, you will be made most welcome.  

Ann Tranter

MESSY CHURCH is a morning of activities for adults and
children with refreshments and food for thought.  Why not
come along and try the activities or just pop in for coffee,
tea, cake and a chat.  Organised by Churches Together in
Hassocks the next Messy Church will be on Saturday 23rd
March between 10 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United Re-
formed Church.  There is no charge and all are welcome.                                 

Darryl Sinclair
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STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY On Thursday, 7th
March we will be showing Ice Mother about Hana, a
happy and selfless 67 year old mother and grandmother,
who experiences a series of life-changing events which
changes her relationship with her selfish sons.  Whilst
looking after Ivanek, her grandson, Hana rescues an eld-
erly swimmer, Brona, who is mysterious and quite a
character.  Brona encourages Hana to learn to swim and
slowly Hana starts to fall for Brona. The newly confident
Hana then starts to change her life for her newfound love
but secrets from Brona’s past threaten her plans.  Both
leading characters are persuasive and engaging and this
low-key naturalistic drama handles the lives of its older
protagonists with sensitivity and candour.
Director:  Bodan Slama     Czech 2017        106 minutes
No UK Certification
On Thursday, 4th April, our film will be Blackkklans-
man – the incredible true story of an American hero who
sets out on a dangerous mission to infiltrate and expose
the Ku Klux Klan. Set in the early 70’s, Ron Stallworth
is the first black American detective to serve in the Col-
orado Springs Police Department.  Determined to make
a name for himself, he poses as a white bigot over the
phone whilst sending in white officers for face to face
work.  Together with a more seasoned colleague, Flip
Zimmerman, they proceed to take down the extremist
hate group as the organisation aims to sanitise its violent
appeal to the mainstream.  This stranger-than-fiction
story lights up like a bar room pinball machine and slips

seamlessly from borderline absurdist humour to all-too-
real horror.
Director:  Spike Lee       English   2018      128 minutes
15 Cert  
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased
by the glass beforehand. There is ample free parking be-
hind the hall.  Guests and temporary members are wel-
come payable at the door.

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2019 - FORMERLY
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER This is a
women led global ecumenical movement, this year’s
service has been prepared by the women of Slovenia and
is entitled ‘’Come - Everything is Ready.  So please join
us on Friday 1st March at 10.30 am in this ecumenical
service to be held at the Good News Church, 149 High
Street, Hurstpierpoint, (next to the Player’s theatre BN6
9PU).  Everyone is welcome men, women and children
of all ages.                                         Veronica Aldridge

WE ARE LOOKING FOR GARDENERS WILL-
ING TO JOIN US in opening their gardens for St Peters
& St James Hospice. All gardens, big or small, welcome.
The date is likely to be a Sunday afternoon in July. If
you would like to discuss anything please email
ameys06@hotmail.com with your name and telephone
number and we will contact you.                  Judith Amey
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The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk                  info@thehassocks.co.uk

Saturday 2nd March 2019Saturday 2nd March 2019

Live Music from Live Music from 
TAKE TWOTAKE TWO

A ‘Fun’ Take That TributeA ‘Fun’ Take That Tribute
fromfrom

Dan Russell & Gabriel MarshallDan Russell & Gabriel Marshall
with songs also fromwith songs also from

The Backstreet Boys, Five & WestlifeThe Backstreet Boys, Five & Westlife

COME & WATCH ALL THE 6 NATIONS

RUGBY GAMES THROUGHOUT 

FEBRUARY & MARCH

Champions League & Europa League

Come and watch all the games LIVE



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

OVEN CLEANING
Frontier Oven Cleaning

Have your oven professionally cleaned 

& make it look brand new again. Good Rates

Tel: 07513 010715
Email: frontiercarpetcleaning@gmail.com

THE LADIES OF HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMENS’

GUILD met for their first meeting of the New Year on
the 22nd January, when we welcomed as our speaker for
the afternoon, Robert Goldsmith. Rob has held a life
long interest in the ocean liner RMS Titanic and his talk
opened with an account of the fateful night of the 15th
April 1912 when the liner sank after hitting an iceberg.
Contributing factors including lack of lifeboats, failure
of watertight compartments and lack of priorities of
radio signals, all conspiring to the tragedy with the loss
of in excess of 1,500 lives. In 2005 Robert entered a
competition organised by the TV History Channel, the
prize being the opportunity to dive down to the wreckage
and out of 30,000 entries, he was chosen as the winner.
He then described the two and a half miles journey in a
submersible to the ocean floor where he was able to take
images of the wrecked liner which were incorporated in
his fascinating account.
Refreshments were then enjoyed whilst puzzling over a
quiz which had been set by one of our members, and
after the raffle had been drawn, the meeting closed.
Our AGM will be held on the 25th March commencing
at 2.30 pm in the Pauline Thaw Centre. Any further
information can be provided by Mrs Sheila Southwell

telephone 01273 841106. Avril Williams
HURSTPIERPOINT  SINGERS It is with great regret
that we announce the closure of Hurstpierpoint Singers,
after 68 years of music-making in Sussex. Dwindling
numbers and illness led to the decision, which means
that the very successful Christmas Concert held at Holy
Trinity, Hurstpierpoint in December – at which over
£250 was raised for Alzheimer’s research – will in ret-
rospect be their final performance. There will therefore
not be a concert in April, although members of the
Singers have joined other local choirs, including Burgess
Hill Choral Society, Chanctonbury Chorus, All the Right
Notes and Sussex Chorus, all of whom have concerts be-
tween April and June. The Singers would like to thank
all those who have supported them over the past decades,
both as singers, and as audience members.  David Redd

MID SUSSEX HEALTH CARE PATIENT PARTIC-

IPATION GROUP Older People’s Forum came to give
an illustrated talk. They gave much helpful information
and are an excellent point of contact for elderly people
seeking advice on a range of matters. Please look in the
Practice waiting rooms for detailed information.
We look forward to seeing even more of you at our AGM
on 13th March.                                        Celia Lindsay
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• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

DAWN CHORUS - THE SOUNDTRACK TO OUR
LIVES Imagine if we had to do it. Imagine that first
thing every morning we had to stake a claim to our prop-
erty by pulling on our dressing gowns, marching out
onto our front lawns, taking a deep breath and singing a
song. Sussex would awaken to an acappella cacophony
of show tunes, power ballads and rock anthems pouring
from porches and patios, backyards and balconies. And
if you weren’t out there, patrolling your property with a
raspy rendition of ‘Hey Jude’, your neighbours would
assume you’d gone and they’d muscle in. If you over-
slept you’d wake to find Jeanette from two doors down
screeching ‘I Dreamed a Dream’ on your doorstep and
you’d have to see her off with your version of ‘River
Deep, Mountain High’. 
Throughout March male birds are aggressively establish-
ing their breeding territories. In the absence of bricks and
barbed wire, their songs build the boundaries around
their little bits of Sussex. It’s vital they sing every morn-
ing. After a day dodging cats, cars, windowpanes and
sparrowhawks their defiant songs (think ‘I will survive’
meets ‘My way’) inform their neighbours that they’re
still alive and they’re still king of the hill. Top of the
heap. To our ears this warzone of warbles and whistles
is a stirring celebration of the passing of winter and the
arrival of spring, which fills our hearts with the promise
of the summer to come. Bernstein, Britten, Beethoven

and Brian Wilson rolled into one. 
At the first hint of dawn, in the still, silent air, this free
music festival begins. And what a line-up! Local duo
Robin and Blackbird open the show with their laid-back,
soulful crooning.  Then that little bird with the big atti-
tude, The Wren, cranks it up with his rockin’, rollin’ rat-
tle. The symphony builds as the sun rises. We’re joined
by a supergroup; CSD&G (Chaffinch, Song Thrush,
Dunnock & Great Tit). For our headliners, international
singing sensations The Warblers (ft. Blackcap & Chiff-
chaff) will be flying in from Africa to add their voices
to this avian opera. 
There’s another reason for this performance. Because if
you’ve got enough spare time to stand around and sing
then you must be good at finding food. So females flock
to the lead singer – a familiar phenomenon (let’s face it,
Jagger wouldn’t have charmed all those women if he’d
been a dentist). So take a morning stroll in your local
woodlands in March and enjoy this free performance.
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk 

Michael Blencowe

You can now find this magazine 
on our website

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
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John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394
Professional Tiler

City & Guild Qualified

CeramiCs - PorCelain 

naTural sTone - mosaiCs

Covering Sussex • Free Estimates

Call: 07980 984777 email: NKTiling@outlook.com

NEW YEAR OFFERS A CHANCE TO REVIEW

AND REFLECT UPON OUR LIVES and think about
some of the things we might want to be different and we
are now a month into that new year.
Many of us commit to change; to change ourselves, our
circumstances, our relationships, our jobs, our way of
life or our habits or anything else that comes to mind.
Something that we have been unhappy about has finally
made it to the top of the in-tray and has demanded our
attention and our action.
Resolutions are made with positive intent and a real want
to do what we have decided upon. We’re all good at
making resolutions, especially at New Year. Some of
these are implemented without a problem, some perhaps
are a little more challenging and things don’t quite go to
plan and some are downright difficult and are often the
most important but end up being dropped or shelved.
Life then, in the main, remains unchanged and to some
extent we stay with what we know; we tolerate the things
we’d rather change because the pain of change seems
greater than the pain of staying put.

Counselling and psychotherapy are about helping people
to help themselves; helping people to work out what they
really want, what they really think and feel and if they
decide they want to change then to help in that process
as well.
The areas in which I work include relationship coun-
selling, depression, stress and anxiety, addictions, loss
and bereavement, anger management, self esteem, sex-
uality and gender identity and many others. I also work
with clients who want to change, perhaps, their work or
careers and I work with many people who are simply
feeling stuck, stuck in a rut and want to free themselves.
I am a qualified Psychotherapeutic Counsellor and as
part of my private practice I work at the Heeler Centre
in Hassocks and also at Mind in Sevenoaks; If you’re
feeling like you’d like to explore how therapy might help
you change please check my website,
jonhendersontherapy.com for further details or call
me, confidentially, on 07470 785725.                           

Jon Henderson



The Foot Nurse
Total Footcare Appointments £26.50
Pop in or call Marie Ioannou MAFHP

99 Keymer Parade, Keymer 

Tel:01273 845921      www.footnurse.co.uk

PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH These days after
Christmas sometimes seem the darkest, though the day-
light is in fact lengthening, little by little. The old country
saying goes ‘February, black or white’ and in parts of the
country the snow has come already, while we here have
the pleasure of black branches, black ditches and a north
wind under the door. All the same, spring changes are
afoot. The snowdrops are out. The birds are testing
snatches of true song amidst their winter twitter. An op-
timistic woodpecker drums out across the paddock. And
the sap must be rising. Michael sets out before first light
to feed the animals and break the ice on the water
troughs. The pigs grunt excitedly at the first squeak of
his wheelbarrow, which tells them breakfast is coming.
The sheep wait in silence. But they have been busy
overnight, grazing by moonlight on the nutritious buds
which are swelling in the hedgerows. Every day some
sheep fail to appear for roll-call and Michael has to scour
the field edges, looking for those that have foraged so
deep, they have got themselves tangled up. Looking for
black sheep in the dark is a challenge for any Bo Peep!
But eventually they are all free and accounted for. With
a nibble of barley, they go to sit and enjoy their cud.
Then straight back to foraging again – the taste of spring
is irresistible. 
One note on sheep and cud and global warming, in the
light of recent media debate. Perhaps, before we blame
innocent animals for our own meddling in the earth’s cli-

mate, we should distinguish between traditional and in-
tensive farming practices. Animals on pasture perform
the miraculous feat of turning cellulose, i.e. grass into
complex and vital animal proteins. They also husband
the land, returning vegetable growth to the soil in their
faeces, in a form perfectly designed to support future
healthy growth, i.e. plants with their full compliment of
minerals and vitamins. This process, requiring no chem-
ical inputs, no animal feed factories, or transport net-
works, supports the extraordinary biodiversity associated
with natural pastures, from wild flowers to butterflies
and bees, birds and larger wildlife species. Since grass
itself captures significant amounts of greenhouse gases,
the methane produced by traditional, pasture fed animals
will be reabsorbed in a cycle of a decade or so. Accord-
ing to a report by the Royal Agricultural University some
60% of the world’s farms are still small-scale subsistence
farms, producing 40% of the world’s food supply pow-
ered by sunlight. Perhaps climate experts should take an-
other look at this vast body of sustainable land-use
before abandoning ancient wisdom and throwing the
baby out with the bath-water? 
Michael and Mike keep warm these bitter days, in a last
dash to finish fencing and mending and restoring paths
before the Reserve reopens on 1st March. There is a
new tunnel to explore in the Play Area and there will be
a new exhibition of pictures from the Stoneywish Archive
at the Visitor Centre, this time featuring vintage shots of 
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john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

Landscape Gardening & Landscape Gardening & 
Ground Maintenance SpecialistsGround Maintenance Specialists

We offer a wide variety of competitively priced garden services
including :-

Creative Landscaping - Ground Maintenance - Garden Design 
Complete Garden Renovation - Fencing - Artificial Grass 

Patios & Driveways - Walls - Pagodas - Decking
Ornamental Lighting...And much more...

We operate a fully insured friendly, reliable & 

professional service & all work is guaranteed. 

For a free no obligation quote please contact 
Peter on 07795 128456 

or email:  admin@inthepipelineltd.co.uk

Hassocks, Keymer and Clayton. The exhibition runs until
the first of our new season of History Mornings at the end
of April. Watch this space for details. For all other news and
information on camping please visit our website:
www.stoneywish.com.
Now, what to have for lunch? Perhaps I should take a lesson
from the sheep and look for spring shoots. Right on the
doorstep are the tender leaves of cleavers, shepherd’s purse
and dandelion. So here’s another pearl of wisdom from a
rural rebel. If you want to enjoy a plastic free salad and save
money, don’t reach for the weedkiller – eat your weeds be-
fore they become tough and bitter! It will do you a power
of good!                                                                   Rosemary

NEW FREE TECHNOLOGY HELP SESSIONS FOR

THE OVER 60’S at Hurstpierpoint College, in collabora-
tion with Mid Sussex Older People’s Council.
The friendly students at the college will be on hand to help
you with any technology related questions you may have,
every Tuesday during term time from 2.30 pm until 3.30 pm
with time for a coffee and chat afterwards.
Any questions you like, big or small, from turning on your
device, to using Skype or looking things up. Bring your lap-

top, iPad or any other devices you have questions about.
The college also has PCs to use if needed.
There will be a minibus available to pick people up from
Trinity Road car park at 2.15 pm before every session, and
drop back around 4 pm. For everyone else, please just go to
the college reception and you will be shown where to go.
There are a few steps up in both the minibus and the col-
lege.
No need to book, just turn up. For any questions, please
leave a message on our answerphone 01444 242760, or e-
mail Nicola4@msopc.org.uk       .         Nicola Brotherton

NEW RESIDENTS PARTY Saturday 16th March.  Every
year Ditchling Village Association holds a party to welcome
new residents of Ditchling, Westmeston and Streat parishes
who have moved to the area in the last year or two. It is a
great opportunity to meet other villagers over a glass of
wine and find out more about the clubs, societies and groups
that make Ditchling a vibrant and stimulating place to live. 
If you have recently moved into the area, and haven’t been
to a Newcomers’ Party before, please sign up online at
bit.ly/2G84dzm or email newcomers@ditchling.com for
more information. We would love to see you there.                        

Neil Iosson
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01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

Quality WindoWs & Building services
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation

For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors          

Conservatories & Porches

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

All aspects of building work

Roofing Kitchens

Pointing Bathrooms

Decorating General Maintenance

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS Firstly, please will
you note that our Cream Tea afternoon will be on Bank
Holiday Monday 6th May at the Adastra Hall here in
Hassocks. This is changed from the Sunday 5th and we
very much look forward to seeing lots of you joining us
for an enjoyable afternoon. More details next month.
Each show has always brought forth lots of compliments
on the costumes on stage so it was a very sad Wednesday
in January that various theatre groups, school etc, took
possession of most of them.
The Adastra Hall was full of tables piled high with cos-
tumes, hats, shoes, etc, etc, - the Adastra has kindly
housed it all for us over the years. Who can remember
our ladies looking gorgeous in beautiful dresses and
wearing large colourful hats - one show they were at
Ascot and another at a Royal Garden Party. Do you re-
member Richard as the bear from Jungle Book and
Brenda Franchi and Jean Thirkettle dancing in monkey
costume? Another occasion saw Mo as a Mountie
and her husband John as ‘Rosemarie’ - what a laugh that
was! Another favourite item saw Bill and Ben the
flower pot men and Postman Pat etc? Our cast always
worked really hard at presentation and can be proud of
what they achieved.
It was sad that morning to see Pierrot costumes (worn
recently by the whole cast) just waiting for someone to
choose them. I am sure you can all imagine our feelings
that day just looking around the hall as many fond, mem-

orable, never-to-be-forgotten and sentimental memories
came flooding back. Thankfully we have our DVD’s to
watch to take us back to those times over the last 41
years when we enjoyed the evenings and afternoons with
you as our friendly and appreciative audiences.  As the
saying goes ‘Those Were The Days!’

From us all at Friends and Neighbours

ANNUAL SPRING BULB SHOW 2019 16th March,
2 pm to 4 pm. Ditchling Village Hall.
The Ditchling Horticultural Society is looking forward
to seeing you at our first show of the year whether as a
visitor or exhibitor, a warm welcome will await you -
your support is very important to us. This show displays
the beauty of spring bulbs and the hall will be filled with
their colour and their scent. There will be classes for
Flowers and Plants, Floral Art, Cookery and Handicrafts,
Photography and Children’s Classes. When you have
viewed the exhibits why not sample our refreshments
(tea and homemade cake). There is also Muriel’s famous
raffle a small entrance fee for non-members,
children and members free.
Membership is open to residents of Ditchling, Streat and
Westmeston and those with close ties to, or working in
Ditchling. Annual membership is available. New mem-
bers are always welcome and can exhibit providing they
join the week before the Show. If you would like to join
please contact me on 01273 845167 
mary.holman@btinternet.com.             Mary Holman
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STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

Extensions - Loft Conversions - Structural Alterations
Kitchen & Bathrooms - Insurance quotes provided
All works comply with Building Regulations.

Call today for friendly advice - 01273 046176

Mobile - 07407 092245
E-Mail - bcbuilding@mail.com

WINDMILL PAINTING TIME APPROACHES!
Have you ever painted a real windmill? Now is your
chance!
For newcomers to the village, Oldland Windmill is one
of the oldest regularly working windmills in the country
being built around 1700. We now produce stone ground
flour which may be purchased on site or through our
growing number of retail outlets including local garden
centres, farm shops and the Ditchling Museum. Thurs-
days remain our regular volunteers working day
throughout the year but we’ve now returned to our pre-
vious practice of adding Tuesdays as well due to popular
demand! Do call in if you’re taking a stroll past the mill.
The sweeps (the Sussex term for sails) are taken down
for a thorough refurbishment every seven years. Two
were refurbished last year and the remaining pair will be
addressed this year. As in previous years we invite our
members, friends and neighbours to help with the re-
painting; you’ll be surprised what a large area there is to
paint when you see the sweeps close up on the ground!
They are over 30 ft long and 7 ft wide (or 9.3 m by 2.1
m for all those younger readers) and each contain 51
cedarwood shutters. The whole process will run from

mid-April until Mid-July and we will be organising
small working parties at the mill on every week day. We
will also run some sessions on Saturdays to enable sup-
porters working during the week to take part. There is
no need to be an expert as guidance will be given and
every group will be led by an experienced mill volunteer.
All tools and materials will, of course, be provided. We
have already contacted our ‘regulars’ from previous
years, but should you wish to join our team this year,
please contact John Pryse: Telephone 01444 871734 (or
email: j.pryse@btinternet.com) letting him know on
which day or days of the week you can attend. Thank
you.
Notwithstanding the sweep refurbishment this year, we
will continue to run our popular traditional open days on
the first Sunday of each month from April to October in-
clusive. However, we will focus on two rather than three
major ‘Event Days’ this year, the two being ‘Music and
Morris’ on Sunday 5th May and ‘History and Heritage’
on Sunday 1st September. Mark them in your diary
now. For more information on all aspects of Oldland
Mill activity, just keep an eye on our website: 
www.oldlandwindmill.co.uk.              Fred Maillardet
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Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

THE SUSSEX VALE ROTARY CLUB Burns Night
Success - We held another successful evening celebrat-
ing the life and works of Rabbie Burns at the Mid Sussex
Golf Club on Friday 25th January.   There were around
70 guests, including other Rotarians from the Cuckfield
& Lindfield and Haywards Heath clubs, together with
ladies from Hassocks WI and Mid Sussex Golf Club
members.  
The evening was opened by club President Bernard
O’Rourke who gave the traditional Selkirk Grace, with
a few modern additions for our vegetarian friends and
thereafter followed the usual sequence for a Burns Sup-
per.  We were fortunate to have Rod Scott there to pipe
in the haggis, supported by Robert Maxwell who deliv-
ered the Address to the Haggis, with verve and panache.
The evening continued with entertaining and amusing
speeches by Rod Pryde who did the ‘Immortal Memory’,
Steve Cridland who was brave enough to deliver the
‘Toast to the Lassies’ and Angi Honeyman made a suit-
ably pithy response on behalf of the ‘Lassies’.  Rod Scott
brought the evening to a close (almost) with some more
on the bagpipes, it was then we discovered Steve Crid-
land is also a gifted piper, as he did give the final rendi-
tion.  
It was an excellent evening, with a superb meal and lots
of good humour, supported by a dram or two of malt
whisky!   

Live Musical Performance - Friday 26th April is a date
for your diary.  We are pleased to present a special mu-
sical event at 7.30 pm in St Cosmos and St Damian
Church, Keymer.  Showcasing the talents of Vocal Fu-
sion and Marcus Martin, this is a fundraising concert in
aid of the Sussex based charity ‘Know Dementia’.  Ad-
mission to the concert is free and it is hoped a retiring
collection will realise a sizeable donation to the charity.
Keep an eye out for more information next month and
follow Sussex Vale Rotary on Facebook for up to date
progress.  
Know Dementia is run by volunteers comprising family
carers and qualified professionals to provide advice and
support to people living with dementia. The charity
builds links with the local community to enable a better
understanding of the disease. This is achieved through
Dementia Friends Training, Dementia Action Alliances
and their ‘Moments’ events, which include 12 Memory
Moments Cafés, Sporting Moments, Green Moments
and Musical Moments.  
Vocal Fusion Acapella, will be performing and is an un-
accompanied Male Voice Chorus of around 20 singers,
based in Steyning, West Sussex, with a repertoire em-
bracing the styles of American song, swing, jazz, well-
known ballads, spirituals, easy beat and up-tempo songs
arranged for men’s voice and barbershop style. 
They will be joined by Marcus Martin who is well 
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Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

NICEIC & Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

known to local audiences in various professional musical
roles such as the director of the HHD U3a choir, organist
at St Cosmos and St Damian  and also for his 17 years
of presenting ‘Morning Melodies’ raising almost
£60,000 to date for local and national charities.  
Don’t miss what will be an excellent evening of live
music, make sure it goes in your calendar today!   
The Sussex Vale Rotary Club draws its members from
Burgess Hill, Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint and surrounding
areas. 
If you are interested in learning more about Rotary In-
ternational and how you can help or join us, please con-
tact our club secretary on
secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk, who will be pleased
to hear from you.  Alternatively, you can follow us on
our Facebook site.

Duncan Honeyman

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL The spring term has
transported many of our pupils to various destinations -
either imaginary - or for real!    The journeys have in-
cluded a visit to Ancient Greece for the children in year
3 and a trip on the Titanic for year 4 whilst year 5 took
a spooky step inside the laboratory of Dr Frankenstein
and year 6 were taken back to the outbreak of World War
2.   All of these journeys, focussing on the year group’s
current topic, have enhanced the children’s learning in a
fun and memorable way!   The Legend Theatre Com-

pany treated year 3 to a day of drama.  All of the children
were dressed up as a child from Ancient Greece and
were given various roles to play – including parts in the
play of Theseus and the Minotaur - which was definitely
the highlight of the day!    As part of their ‘Changing
States’ topic, year 4 spent a day working with JK Theatre
Arts exploring the tragic story of the Titanic.  Dressing
up, promenading the decks and dancing helped to build
a clear picture of what life would have been like on
board the luxurious ship as it set sail on its fateful jour-
ney.
In February members of our school choir travelled by
coach to the 02 Arena in London.   They headed there to
take part in the Young Voices concert – joining with
thousands of other school children from around the
country on stage to perform to a huge audience made up
of parents and school staff.   The aim of Young Voices is
to inspire a love of music and create memories for the
children that will last a lifetime – and this has certainly
proven to be the case for The Windmills who have now
taken part in this event for several years.    As well as
the opportunity to sing the tunes that had been so well
rehearsed during the previous months alongside the
other school choirs, they were given extra encourage-
ment on the day from a number of guest artists also tak-
ing part in the performance.
We look forward to sharing more of our exciting jour-
neys with you over the coming months!         Sue Bandy

ta25:Layout 1  08/02/2019  13:05  Page 1



CArpet CleAning

By CleAn-A-CArpet
Friendly,  Family Run Business.

Compet i t ive Pr ices & Local  to the Area
For advice on al l  of  our services

Cal l  John or Emma on 
01273 831037 or 07960 495325

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Logs
Quality seasoned logs to keep you warm in the winter nights.

1 Cubic metre bulk sack £75.00

1 Bag kindling £4.50

stacking available upon request
(stacking fee £10 per cubic metre)

All mixed hardwood logs are dry & fully seasoned

07725 841590 
daniel@jbarenas.co.uk

ALL CHANGE AT DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY
SCHOOL It only happens once a year and for one day
only the students come off regular timetable and get in-
volved in a whole host of activities.  We call it Flexiday
and this year it was on Thursday 24 January.
As you may be aware Downlands encourages a growth
mind-set.  What does this mean?  Well, we encourage
students to believe that with hard work and perseverance
they can achieve anything they put their minds to.  When
they start at Downlands, we ask them to complete a short
survey to see how they view their learning – whether
they feel that there is no point trying because they will
fail anyway or whether they have an open mind and are
willing to take risks and try new things.  The change
from Year 7 when they enter the school to Year 9 when
we survey them again is astounding.  In every lesson, in
everything they do, we emphasise that practice and re-
silience is key.  So, following this theme, on Flexiday,
the Year 7 students were busy trying new skills all day –
they learnt Italian, learnt to sing, to juggle, to tie knots,
to do origami, to embroider.  By the end of the day, they
had all tried something new and had new skills to be
proud of.
Year 8 students were lucky enough to have a whole day
of sporting activities from basketball to orienteering.  It
was a bit nippy out on the field but they had a great day.
Meanwhile Year 9 students were busy interviewing a va-
riety of interesting people trying to work out what job
they do and then looking at GCSE choices.  It will soon

be time for them to choose their GCSE subjects and
Flexiday is designed to help them with their choices.  We
were delighted to welcome so many local business peo-
ple to the school who spent a morning helping with our
Careers Speed Dating activity.  If you would like to be
involved and give a couple of hours, please contact our
Workplace Coordinator, Nicki Cutress on
ncutress@downlands.org.
It was strange seeing so many of our Year 10 students
dressed in business attire for the day.  They spent the day
creating adverts for products as part of their Business
Enterprise Day. 
And finally, Year 11 had a day revising ‘An Inspector
Calls’ with the English Department in preparation for
their GCSE English Literature exams in the summer.
Having studied the book in Year 9, it was time to revisit
that classic of mid-20th century English theatre.
Flexiday is always fun and this year was no exception.
There is a lovely atmosphere around the school and lots
of smiling faces.                                       Nicki Burston

HEBER OPERA spring craft fair in Hurstpierpoint Vil-
lage Centre on Saturday 6th April. Open to the public
10 am – 2 pm. We have homemade refreshments avail-
able throughout the day and lots of interesting stalls to
browse. Some stalls still available - so please get in touch
if you would like one. Contact Bethan Jackson on bjack-
son1501@icloud.com or 07990 514428.                                                             

Jenny
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Competitive Rates 

Free Quotes & Advice

Call Ian  07917 193692
smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Hassocks Resident

Hair By Sarah
Hassocks Based Mobile Hairdresser 

with 22 years experience

If you want a restyle or just having a bad hair day!

All ages and styles catered for

Special rates for OAP’s & Children

Visit my small salon or I can come to your home

Call me on 07817 889946 • 01273 843261

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

HEDGEHOGS’ UNIQUE APPEARANCE AND PROX-
IMITY IN GARDENS AND SUBURBAN GREEN
SPACES PLACE THEM FIRMLY IN THE PUBLIC’S
AFFECTIONS.  They’re a wild mammal we can observe
close-up and are a beloved symbol of our natural heritage. 
In a local push to encourage locals to look out for these an-
imals, Ann Winney from local hedgehog rescue Hurst
Hedgehog Haven will be at in Hassocks next month.
The area’s new ‘Hedgehog Hero’ will be visiting South
Downs Nurseries from 10 am to 4 pm on Sunday 24th
March, giving advice on what we can do to help hedgehogs
and improve their numbers in our local area. 
The Hedgehog Heroes initiative is run by the British Hedge-
hog Preservation Society, and encourages businesses to re-
mind visitors of the importance of looking out for
Hedgehogs in the area. This includes checking areas of the
garden before using any gardening equipment such as strim-
mers and mowers. 
In 2007, hedgehogs were made a priority conservation
species in Britain under the then UK Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP). In 2015, The State of Britain’s Hedgehogs, by
People’s Trust for Endangered Species (PTES) and the
British Hedgehog Preservation Society (BHPS), outlined the
findings of four surveys recording hedgehogs in urban and
rural areas, and showed a worrying decline in hedgehog
numbers. Hedgehogs continue to face pressures in the rural
landscape and from urban development, but monitoring
numbers, and initiatives such as ‘Hedgehog Street’ and
‘Hedgehog Heroes’, plus public efforts to improve garden
habitats and connectivity, might just give them a fighting

chance. 
For more information, www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk.

Trevor Butler

HURSTPIERPOINT AND HASSOCKS LABOUR
BRANCH Every 4th Friday of the month we meet in the
Purple Carrot at No 6 Cafe in Hassocks (end of Woodsland
Road). Details of our meetings and drop in session are al-
ways on our local Facebook page Hassocks and Hurstpier-
point Labour Party. The next drop in sessions are on Friday
22nd March and 26th April. We’ll be there between 2pm
and 3pm and will be ready to hear about any local issues
that you wish to raise. Come along and tell us what you
think! Linda Taylor
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Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151
Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk                                 Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters
and also

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

We come to you! Local Service Free Quotes

Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

1ST HASSOCKS SCOUTS We had a fantastic 2018.
Across the year we managed a record 9 camps! Staying
at Parkwood, Saddlescombe Farm, HQ, Downe in Kent,
Stanfords in Crawley and Broadstone Warren to name a
few. We pitched up in Snow back in March!
We have cooked on open fires, trangeres, and gas. Slept
out under tarpaulins (the toothbrush camp), in cardboard
boxes, old and modern tents. We’ve hiked around
Devil’s Dyke, Chailey, Wolstonbury and geo-cached
along the way, as well as cycling  to and around Burgess
Hill from Hassocks.
We visited the RNLI and had a visit from Kirsty Lord to
talk about Parliament Week. We made pizzas using
ovens made from cardboard, went paddleboarding, axe
throwing, tackled the Astronomy badge and much, much
more.
Our most popular event of the year is the Children in
Need Sleepover. The Scouts assembled at HQ with lots
of cardboard and made shelters outside to sleep in all
night. As well as having a huge amount of fun and trying
to keep warm they raised a very impressive £1,371.00
for CIN. Many thanks to all of you who supported and
sponsored our Scouts. We also raised £850.00 towards
troop funds throughout the year. You may well have seen
us at Budgens!
This year we are starting with orienteering and swim-
ming and have also planned The Monopoly Run in Lon-

don, district quiz, district swimming and hike challenges,
cooking competitions and go-carting.  Another busy year
ahead. 
If you have a skill and knowledge you would like to
share with the Scouts please contact us at
hassocksscoutsoverlanders@gmail.com.

Jane O’Connell and the  Scout Leadership team

DITCHLING WI For our February meeting we wel-
comed Jackie Marsh-Hobbs who gave a really interest-
ing talk on Preston Manor, with slides.  This is a
charming historic house decorated and furnished in Ed-
wardian Style, and is one of the Museums of Brighton
and Hove.
It has elegant reception rooms and functional servants
quarters that reveal the ‘upstairs and downstairs ‘of life
at the Manor. Today it is possible to attend events there
and hire it for weddings.
This was followed by tea and biscuits and the raffle.
Our next meeting is on Thursday 7th March at 2.15 pm.
Ditchling Village Hall with Lesley Chamberlain ‘Secret
Sussex Gardens’.  Visitors and guests are always wel-
come.                                                   Briony Coomber

You can now find our magazines online
www.villagemagazines.co.uk
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For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

Motorhome & Motorcycle Hire

Hurstpierpoint   01273 835005
www.roadtrip-rentals.co.uk

N
E
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Barry NewmaN

GardeN aNd FeNciNG ServiceS

No Job Too Small est. 1984

01273 845063 

DITCHLING DOWNS WI Our speaker for the Janu-
ary meeting, was Dai Thomas telling us about the work
of the charity Sussex Search and Rescue, which is a pri-
mary resource for Sussex Police. They are a team of pro-
fessionally trained and equipped volunteers all of whom
are able to employ highly specialist skills in the search
for vulnerable missing people. Within an hour of being
called out they can assemble a dedicated team of
searchers on the ground anywhere in Sussex.  The search
team have advanced observational skills, and work in
teams of four. The charity was developed in response to
the disappearance and murder of 8 year old Sarah Payne
in 2000. Sarah went missing in early July that year, but
her body wasn’t found for over 2 weeks, and it was 15
miles from where she had been last seen. The volunteers,
who are self-funded, provide a vital resource to the po-
lice. There is no government funding, so fund raising is
a high priority for the charity. The website is:
w w w . s u s s a r . o r g . u k / w e b s i t e
The speaker for our March 2019 meeting is Dr Anne
Weaver, on the subject - “Emergency Medicine”. The
meeting will be held at our new venue, The Old Meeting
House, The Twitten, Ditchling on Tuesday 5th March
at 7 for 7.30 pm. As usual, guests are very welcome to
come and join us.                                          Sally Willis

THE TURNER-DUMBRELL FOUNDATION The
Trustees are looking to fund applications for interesting
and innovative projects that benefit the community while
closely reflecting the Foundation’s grant making objec-
tives.
These are:  To support charitable institutions or charita-
ble purposes in Ditchling or in the immediate locality,
with particular reference to St Margaret’s Church; Edu-
cation and the Practice of Preventive Cardiology (by the
encouragement of healthy lifestyle and exercise).
The income which enables the Foundation to make
grants, comes from the letting of the agricultural land at
Lodge Hill and Bowries Fields, together with rents from
the Turner-Dumbrell Workshops and the generous en-
dowment from the Settler Dr Richard Turner.
In 2018 we made grants totalling £11,500.
Application forms are available on our website at
www.turner-dumbrell.org/grants or can be requested
in writing from the secretary: Mr John Wood, 10 The
Dymocks, Ditchling, Hassocks, West Sussex  BN6 8SU
email secretary@turner-dumbrell.org.
Completed applications should be sent to the secretary
by email, no later than 30th April.              

John Wood

www.villagemagazines.co.uk • info@villagemagazines.co.uk
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01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
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8 
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Carpet & Upholstery Steam Cleaning Specialist
Curtain Dry Cleaning • Patio & Brickwork Blast Cleaning

All uPVC (Cladding, Facias, Gutters, Framework)

Commercial Cleaning • Painting & Decorating

General Maintenance Repairs

Professional & Friendly Service • Fully Insured

Free Competitive Quote call Andy on 

01403 791099  •  07810 717173
www.atgpropertysolutions.co.uk • andyatgpropertysolutions@gmail.com

AIR AMBULANCE - KENT SURREY AND SUS-
SEX Book a free talk about our life-saving work  Would
you like one of our volunteer speakers to visit? If you
are a member of a local group, club or society, then you
can book a talk with us - free of charge.
Our volunteer will talk about how we work, innovate and
save lives. It promises to be an interesting and inspiring
meeting for your members, whilst enabling us to raise
vital awareness of our charity. 
If you would like to hear more about us, then we would
love to hear from you. Get in touch now to book a talk
at a time and place that suits you.
Call 01634 471 900, or email talks@aakss.org.uk
Please note that our presentation is only suitable for au-
dience members over the age of 16.         Katie Rose

STAR CINEMA - Friday 8th March.  Bohemian Rhap-
sody  is a foot-stomping celebration of Queen, their
music and their extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mer-
cury. The film traces the meteoric rise of the band
through their iconic songs and revolutionary sound.
They reach unparalleled success, but in an unexpected
turn Freddie, surrounded by darker influences, shuns
Queen in pursuit of his solo career. Having suffered
greatly without the collaboration of Queen, Freddie man-
ages to reunite with his bandmates just in time for Live
Aid. While bravely facing a recent AIDS diagnosis,

Freddie leads the band in one of the greatest perform-
ances in the history of rock music. Stars Oscar-nomi-
nated Rami Malek as Freddie. Certificate 12A.
Doors open at 7 pm and the film starts at 7.30 pm. Re-
freshments and raffle. Tickets on the door.  Please note
that, due to popular demand, this film replaces The Chil-
dren Act” which was previously advertised for March.                                                    

Liz Edmunds

JAZZ BEFORE LUNCH AT THE HASSOCKS 31st
March. These Sunday morning concerts are proving
very popular with audiences so vocalist, Julie Roberts,
and pianist/arranger, Michael Hinton, will be back for
another sparkling, relaxing programme of “dinner jazz”
at the Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks, from 11.30 am till 1
pm on Sunday the 31st March. Julie is known for her
mellow voice and sensitive interpretations of songs
which are beautifully complemented by Michael’s jazz
piano arrangements.
Tea, coffee and bar drinks available. The Hassocks food,
including Sunday roast lunches, is also proving a hit with
audiences. Ordered in advance it is ready to be served
immediately following the concert. There is more infor-
mation about tickets etc, and the opportunity to hear
Julie and me, on Julie’s website
www.julierobertsmusic.co.uk

Michael
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K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

PLUMBING
Kitchens and Bathrooms

inc. Tiling & Plastering

Property Maintenance

Free Quotes

No Job too Small

Call 01273 834293

or Paul 

07752 116470 

or Rob 

07943 804078

HASSOCKS WI January is a time for New Year reso-
lutions, as we were reminded in an amusing poem writ-
ten by a WI member, but is also the time, in every WI in
the country, when all members vote on national resolu-
tions to choose which campaigns will be promoted over
the next year. This business was quickly completed, and
it was time for some entertainment. In a new experience
for us, we were joined by a Ukelele band, and we all
joined in for a rousing sing-along of all the old
favourites. 
Our March meeting promises to be stimulating, when we
have a talk and discussion on historical aspects of med-
icine and surgery. The meeting will be as usual, 7.45 pm
on the 3rd Monday of the month, (18th March). All wel-
come. Further details can be found on
wihassocks.org.uk. Maureen Dodd

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY It was with great sadness that
we learned of the death of our treasurer, Amanda Geel,
on 31st December. Amanda had managed our accounts
beautifully since taking over as treasurer in 2015 and she
fully supported all our activities. She will be greatly
missed.
We meet on the last Friday of each month at 8 pm in the
Guides’ HQ, Trinity Road Car Park.  At each meeting
we have a presentation, by an expert speaker on a subject
with a historical or geographical flavour. 

On 29th March Jackie Marsh, Brighton Historian and
Royal Pavilion Guide, will give a talk entitled “A Pas-
sion for Piers”.
Come along and join us. We are seeking a new treasurer,
so if you would like to volunteer for some simple book-
keeping and banking please let us know.
Further information from myself the Chairman, tele-
phone 01273 832280.                                        Bill Kent

BRIGHTON CONSORT’S NEXT CONCERT The
next programme of music from Brighton Consort (direc-
tor James Dixon) features several glorious choral works
from the late 16th century, including the much loved Re-
quiem by Tomas Luis de Victoria. The programme will
also include the first UK performance of some contem-
porary pieces, based on the music of Victoria, by the
Australian composer Joseph Twist. The choir will be ac-
companied by Nick Houghton (chamber organ).
The concert will take place on Saturday 9th March in
Holy Trinity Church, Hurstpierpoint at 7.30 pm. Tickets
can be purchased online at
www.brightonconsort.org.uk, or by ringing 01273
833746, or on the door. 
If you can’t make it to the event in Hurstpierpoint
Brighton Consort will also be presenting the same pro-
gramme in St Paul’s Church, Brighton the following day
(at 6 pm).                                         

Mike Clemens
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I was out shopping the other day when I was stopped by a lady who asked whether I was going to write anything jolly
this month, trouble is to write anything jolly you have to feel jolly and frankly I don’t - but having said that I can tell
you I’m free of those niggling aches and pains that come with the march of time.  Certain parts of me were beginning
to hurt and then I discovered CBD oil which basically is cannabis with the hallucinogenic ingredients taken out and

it’s marvellous. I used to get awful leg cramps at night and they’ve gone now so I sleep through the night, also I’ve got
my little dog Tink on it as well. She was beginning to get a bit arthritic and rather than put her on any powerful drugs
from the vet I give her the CBD oil with turmeric in it, which works a treat and there are no side effects,  it comes in a
variety of strengths and is available from most health food shops.  I know people who have MS and Parkinson’s who
swear by it – but please don’t take my word for it, there is plenty of information out there about it so discover it for

yourself and you will feel a lot more jolly for doing so.
Ok not so jolly,  or depending on your point of view is the closure of the fish and chip shop in Keymer, it’s always sad
when a shop has to close but I wasn’t really surprised I think one fish and chip shop is quite enough for Hassocks and

Keymer. Trouble is  they were always up against it, the parking up there is atrocious you can never stop and park in the
layby it’s always full of cars and vans which have nothing to do with the shops so I think you’ll find it’ll stay empty

for quite some time.  
Now then just up the road is the Greyhound pub which last month I said the owners of The Plough in Pyecombe had
taken over, well it’s actually an ex member of staff that has apparently taken it on so my apologies to the owners of

The Plough for the mistake and thank you for being so nice about it.
Back down to Hassocks – the much anticipated opening of the new Adastra Deli still hasn’t happened yet but by the

time the Talk About hits the streets that could have all changed and we’ll all be marvelling at the gastronomic delights
on show, now that Tesco’s has decided to close a lot of its deli counters in stores around the country, perhaps a lot of

those disappointed deli lovers will find their way to Hassocks and use ours instead. 
Although it pains me I should let you all know what eventually happened to my animal rescue Freelander, it was spot-
ted on Sunday evening by the police driving erratically along Hove seafront – a chase ensued all through the streets of
Brighton, from what police tell me it was a miracle no one was killed.  Now I know they want to catch these criminals

but was it really necessary to endanger the public and other road users to try and stop it?  It was a stolen car but just
lately people have lost their lives by police cars pursuing these people and I would have been devastated had some-

thing like that happened involving my car as it was he eventually crashed into the Grenadier Public House in Hove and
totally wrecked my beautiful car then to really rub salt in the wound the car insurance company said because of the

year etc they would only pay out £700.00 “What?” I screamed “I can’t even by a decent bicycle for that – never mind
a replacement vehicle.” Tough was the reply on the end of the phone that’s all it’s worth, I’d have strangled the git if I
could have reached down the phone.  So that’s the end of that episode of my life and obviously no vehicle to replace

the car I’d looked after all those years but as I hear all too often “That’s Life”. 
Thanks for listening see you all next month Steve  

HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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NOW IN STOCK FOR EASTER
Decorative Chicks, Bunnies & Eggs, Easter Buckets, Stickers

Cards, Money Wallets & Egg Gift Boxes and more.
QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, 01273 846978
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