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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB
A local business supporting the local community

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the February 2020 ISSUE is 5th January 2020  
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information, 

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.  
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  Open from 1st October
to 31st March 2020. Mon, Tues Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (ClOSed THuRSdAy)
Tel. 01444 243041 General enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS
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JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

Berryman Sewing
Efficent Service • Competitive Prices

Clothing Alterations
Curtains & Covers 

Furniture Upholstery

Call Sigi on 07766 541926 (Ditchling)

OLDLAND WINDMILL MILLER PHOTOGRAPH Hi folks, I have been trying to identify the family lined up in the
image outside of Oldlands Mill House, behind Oldland Windmill in Keymer. It’s a wonderful picture, and we felt it
may have been shot on the date of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee. We live at the mill house and have an interest in our
local history.
The volunteers who maintain Oldland Windmill have also been trying to identify the family in the photograph but
are unable to know for sure, so the mystery continues.
We know there are a number of local residents who are descendants of the various millers at Oldlands. A list from
Wikipedia of the millers from the 1800’s are George Bennett 1819 – 1828, Joseph Roots Beard 1828 – 1840, Joseph
Winchester 1839 – 1860, Thomas Ashdown 1860 – 1869, Jesse Washington White 1869 – 1891, John Turner 1878
– 1895, John White 1894 – 1904 and David Driver 1891 – 1912. 
The mill was built in 1703 so clearly there would have been earlier millers too.  
Please email QD Stationery ed@villagemagazines.co.uk if you have any info.                     Mark & Clare Shenton



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Serving Mid-Sussex for over 20 years

Free Quotations

01444 250 111
www.clearviewsussex.co.uk

• PVCu Windows & Doors

• Aluminium Windows & Doors

• Bi-Folding/Sliding Doors

• Roof Lanterns

• Conservatories, Porches & Orangeries

• Composite Doors

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

• Replacement Glass Units

• FenSA Registered Company

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email per-
sonally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, West Sus-

sex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES
~~ Clubs with single Events ~~

MIghTy MAgnuS MEdICInE Fund                                                                            ditchling Village hall
Sun 5th Jan 3 pm             Herbie Flowers plus local and international musicians in Concert.  Tickets 01273 845361  
BurgESS hILL ChOrAL SOCIETy  urC hall, Junction road, Burgess hill
Mon 6th Jan 7.30 pm                                                                Spring season begins.  New members welcome
dITChLIng dOwnS wI                                                                                                ditchling Village hall
Tues 7th Jan 7 pm                               (Almost) Death in Paradise: The Caribbean, Pirates and Rum - Neil Sadler
dITChLIng hISTOry prOJECT                                                     The white horse restaurant, ditchling
wed 8th Jan  2 - 5 pm                           Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
hASSOCkS hOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra hall, hassocks
wed 8th Jan 8 pm                                        Gardening for a Changing Environment - Ed Nugent for Garden Sage
dITChLIng FILM SOCIETy                                                     ditchling Village hall
Thurs 9th Jan 7.30 pm                                                                       Film - Shoplifters (15)
rBL CLAyTOn & kEyMEr wOMEnS SECTIOn                               Legion hQ, woodsland road, hassocks
Thurs 9th Jan 3 pm Bingo and Catchup.  Competition - A Winter Hat
hEnFIELd ArTS SOCIETy                                                                   henfield hall, Coopers way, henfield
Mon 13th Jan 2.30 pm                                                            Britain’s Canals - Roger Butler.  Guests welcome
hASSOCkS EVEnIng JAZZ                                                                                      hassocks hotel, hassocks
Tues 14th Jan 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

K E Y S T A G E   1  AND  2   T U I T I O N
Reading  • Writing • Maths • SATs prep

KIM SNAPE B,Ed (Hons). Qualified Teacher
DBS checked, 30 years experience  

Hassocks  07471 180421 • kimsnape28@gmail.com
www.privatetuitioninmidsussexkimsnape.com

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

Hurstpierpoint Horticultural society Hurstpierpoint Village centre
tues 14th Jan 7.45 pm                                                                                              A Wood on Clay - Paul Roberts
council surgery                                                                           Hassocks parish centre, adastra park
tues 14th Jan 10 - 11 am                 Sue - suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk.  Kirsty - kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk
MiD susseX association national trust                                             clair Hall, Haywards Heath  
thurs 16th Jan 2.30 pm   History of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew - Sarah Oldridge
Hurst, Hassocks & DitcHling u3a adastra Hall, Hassocks                                          
Fri 17th Jan 2 pm Sussex Stories behind the News - Richard Lindfield
Hassocks Wi adastra Hall, Hassocks                                          
Mon 20th Jan 7.45 pm Resolutions and a talk on ‘Singing for Health’
DitcHling Village association Ditchling Village Hall
tues 21st Jan 9.45 - 11 am                                            Coffee Morning run by Ditchling Museum Friends Assoc. 
star cineMa                                                                                                                   adastra Hall, Hassocks
Fri 24th Jan 7 pm                                                                            Film - Downton Abbey.  Tickets on the door
cHurcHes togetHer   united reformed church, Hassocks
sat 25th Jan 10 am - 12 pm                Messy Church - Activity morning for adults and children with refreshments
Hassocks Village Market                                                                              national tyres Forecourt
sat 25th Jan 9 am – 1 pm                                                      Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 
Hassocks Jazz luncH Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks
tues 28th Jan 11.30 am   Trad Jazz and Lunch.  Bookings only call 01273 842113.  All welcome
Hassocks toWnsWoMen Ditchling Village Hall
tues 28th Jan 9.45 - 11 am                                                               The Making of the Suez Canal - Tony Turner 
Hurstpierpoint Historical society guide HQ trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Fri 31st Jan 8 pm                                                                                Art Nouveau - Ian Gledhill.  Guests welcome

~~ Clubs with Multi Events ~~

Hassocks FielD society                                                                                      adastra Hall, Hassocks
Mon 13th Jan 7.45 pm                                                      Fire at Uppark House - Ken Lloyd. Visitors welcome
Mon 27th Jan 7.45 pm                                                  Tales of the River Bank - Ian Everest. Visitors welcome
Hurst Village cineMa Hurstpierpoint players theatre
For films and showing times visit www.hurstfilms.com
Hurst players    www.hurstplayers.org.uk                          players theatre, High street, Hurstpierpoint
17th - 26th Jan various performances                                                          The Wonderful Story of Mother Goose
keyMer Folk Dance club                                                     united reformed church Hall, Hassocks                                                                 
Mon 6th & 20th Jan 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                         Club Callers.  All welcome    
MiD susseX olDer peoples council                                                             Hurstpierpoint college
7th, 14th, 21st & 28th Jan 2.30 - 3.30  pm.Free IT Sessions for over 60’s, turn up with your device or use theirs



• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

MId SUSSEX AMAtEUR RAdIO Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill   
Fri 3rd Jan 7.45 pm Radio Night
Fri 10th Jan 7.45 pm Nag and Natter Evening
Fri 17th Jan 7.45 pm Radio Night and Table Top Sale
Fri 24th Jan 7.45 pm Update on Future Training
Fri 31st Jan 7.45 pm G5RV on the Air

SUSSEX POLICE Over the last 6 months Sussex Po-
lice have continued to provide high visibility patrols in
the Hassocks area in order to deal with and deter anti-
social behaviour which is of course a common thread up
and down the country. Of all the recorded crime and sta-
tistics, anti-social behaviour comes out top.
Since the summer time where we have had more intense
interventions within the village, crime in the area took a
dip. You can make of figures what you want of course,
so on that note I would ask those that can, to have a look
at www.police.uk and put in Hassocks in the search
field. There you will see a very good breakdown of
crime specific to your area.
I would point out that the second highest figure relates
to Violence and Sexual Offences. At the time of this re-
port this is running at 19.48%.
This does not mean that we have lots of violent people
walking the streets of Hassocks. If you were to break this
down, the majority will include domestic incidents
within people’s private houses and therefore under nor-

mal circumstances not cause any risk to the wider pub-
lic.
I will be holding another meet and greet at Adastra Park
on the 2nd February between 12 pm and 2 pm should
anyone like to come and have a chat, even if it is just to
discuss the crime figures. The last one we did went down
very well.
I mentioned a few months ago that I would be supporting
your local Speedwatch. I have now been out with them
on four occasions, providing high visibility to the vil-
lage, but also being in a position to enforce the law and
hold offenders to account. Disappointingly though, the
amount of people that I have reported for speeding of-
fences has gone well into the teens and is rising. 
The majority of the offenders are local to the village.
Remember if you need the Police - Emergency 999
Non-Emergency 101 or www.sussex.police.uk (on-
line)
Wishing you a safe New Year.   

Sergeant Allan Philip



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £26.50

www.footnurse.co.uk

07725 841590 
danieljbarenas@gmail.com

Quality seasoned logs to keep you warm in the winter nights.
All mixed hardwood logs are dry & fully seasoned

1 Cubic metre bulk sack £75.001 Cubic metre bulk sack £75.00

1 Bag kindling £4.50 • Bark Bags £2.501 Bag kindling £4.50 • Bark Bags £2.50

Stacking available upon requestStacking available upon request

LOGS

TREVOR HUMBER With sadness we announce the
death of Trevor Humber, aged 87, following a short ill-
ness. He had enjoyed living in Hassocks for thirty years
and had a great sense of service to this community in
many ways. For example he was an active and signifi-
cant member of the Rail Group, at one stage drove the
Hurst & Hassocks community bus, and for years had en-
sured the entrance steps to the Cinder Path were kept free
of debris, ice and graffiti. He is hugely missed.

Lou Beckerman

A SAD ‘GOODBYE’ We at Friends and Neighbours
were all sorry to hear that a popular member of the
group, Frank Oakley, has sadly passed away whilst liv-
ing in France with his daughter, Sharon. Many of you
reading this magazine will have known Frank personally
and remember his late wife Doreen - they were our local
Ann Ziegler and Webster Booth - entertaining our audi-
ences at the Adastra Hall over many years. Together
they sang songs such as ‘People will say we’re in
love’ and ‘We’ll gather lilacs’ - lovely songs from the
shows. Frank also enjoyed joining the other men in the
cast in many humorous numbers with costumes to
match!
His daughters Sharon and Carol chose some of Frank’s
favourite songs for his funeral service. Frank was in his

90’s but still loved to sing and we will all remember that
July afternoon, only 18 months ago in 2018, when they
brought him to England for a short holiday.  We all spent
a most enjoyable afternoon with them in the lovely
lounge at Shands in Windmill Avenue. After ‘tea and
buns’ Frank just sang and sang - even at that age he re-
membered the words which is the amazing effect music
can have on older persons. It was a joy to hear him.
We send our sincere sympathy to his family on their sad
loss. We will all treasure those happy and memorable
times together entertaining our communities. Now with
his beloved Doreen - R.I.P.                                   Dorrie

CORRECTION - BOXING DAY PARTY at Age Con-
cern is on Boxing Day and not the 27th December as ad-
vertised last month.  Call 01273 842122 or 01273

842201 to book -                                                        Ed

MESSY CHURCH is a morning of activities for adults
and children with refreshments and food for thought and
now includes Messy Vintage.  Why not come along and
try the activities or just pop in for coffee, tea, cake and a
chat.  Organised by Churches Together in Hassocks, the
next Messy Church will be on Saturday 25th January

between 10 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United Re-
formed Church.  There is no charge and all are welcome.                                        

Darryl Sinclair



01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

LOOKING BACK, LOOKING FORWARD Robert
Burns memorably compared his situation to that of a
mouse whose nest he had accidentally destroyed, con-
demning it to death. He felt his own plight was far worse.
The mouse was concerned only about the present, whilst
Burns could recall his past troubles, and as for the future,
‘tho’ I canna see, I guess and fear’. As we enter 2020,
many of us, including HKD Transition, cannot help
sometimes feeling that we have much in common with
Burns.
That enigmatical title describes the coming together of
Hurstpierpoint, Hassocks, Keymer and Ditchling resi-
dents who are concerned with climate change, and, al-
though at times deeply depressed when confronted with
more and more scientific evidence of global warming,
cling to the belief that there is much that can still be done
by individuals.  We can move (transit) towards a zero
carbon society, away from our profligate use of the
world’s resources.  Formed in 2009, HKD has grown
steadily and now over 450 people subscribe to our
monthly on line newsletter whilst a whole range of ini-
tiatives is paving the way towards reducing the carbon
imprint of our villages.
Perhaps the most significant is our pressure for improv-
ing the B2116 for cyclists between Ditchling and Hurst.
HKD chairs the Mid Sussex Cycle Forum and works
closely with our local Councillors. The vibes are good.

We now have a ‘bike box’ at Stonepound crossroads and,
at long last, plans are being made to make the route be-
tween the centre of Hurst and Downlands School more
bike-friendly. A safe cycle route to school, making the
‘school car run’ obsolete and thus reducing the pollution
level at Stonepound, is no longer just a pipe dream.
Again, on the larger scale, our sister organisation, HKD
Energy, aims to increase the amount of renewable energy
generated in our area.  The 2015 80kW Downlands
School Solar Project continues to operate very success-
fully with over 300 solar panels reducing the school’s
energy costs and yielding a financial return to local in-
vestors. The group is now working with other commu-
nity energy groups and Network Rail to examine the
feasibility of solar panels providing power to the rail-
ways.
Fortunate as we are in living in a spring line village at
the foot of the South Downs, it means that we are also
at risk from flooding, increased in recent years by the
changes in rainfall patterns. Short, sharp but very heavy
rainfalls are becoming more frequent, and our streams
and drainage systems cannot always cope. Working
closely with our helpful local councillors, Mid Sussex
District Council and WSCC staff, plus funding from Op-
eration Watershed and Hassocks Community Organisa-
tion, has enabled us to introduce Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) to our area. This is a proven means of



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

reducing flood risk by mimicking nature and ‘slowing the

flow’ of water entering drains and streams. Such ‘systems’

can be as simple as an extra rain butt or a rain box planter

attached to a roof downpipe or more sophisticated such as

the rain garden in Adastra Park where an interpretation

board shows all our SuDS interventions. 

More interventions are planned in the countryside between

the Downs and Hassocks. In 2020 we hope to start inten-

sive tree planting, working with Downlands School  Eco

Group and the Ouse & Adur Rivers Trust. Trees lessen

flooding by absorbing and holding water in the soil, whilst

it is claimed that 48 lb of carbon dioxide is absorbed

yearly for every tree planted. Cash and volunteers will be

needed, but our waterlogged fields and footpaths will ben-

efit.

Throughout the year, HKD groups are involved in occa-

sional stream clearing, maintaining the debris dams on the

Lagg and Herring streams, stream biodiversity surveys,

bird walks, moth walks and, recently a very successful

guided stream walk. Ditchling youth groups have been in-

volved since 2013 in planting and caring for the Village

Orchard and revelling in the annual Apple Day with its

welly wanging, apple fritters and apple juicing.  The

Giant’s Garden is a new HKD venture – a magic popup

garden for children of all ages which focuses on story-

telling, foraging, magic gardening and wild crafting.

Working together in small groups strengthens our com-

munity and is a powerful antidote to depression. ‘Having

fun’ is part of HKD’s philosophy.  Robert Burns thought

the same. He dismissed gloom by welcoming those

‘whose hearts the tide of kindness warms’ and invited

them to ‘Come to my bowl, come to my arms, My friends,

my brothers’. HKD aims to continue the tradition. 

More information:  info@hkdtransition.org.uk and

www.hkdtransition.org.uk or follow us on Facebook and

Twitter.                            

CONGRATULATIONS ANN JONES who’s ticket 112

was drawn at QD Stationery winning the lovely Christmas

Cross Stitch made by super stitcher Judy Tilbury.  Thanks

to everyone for buying tickets.  £75 to Headway East Sus-

sex.                                                                            Judy

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY COMMUNITY

EVENT I am planning a 75th Anniversary of VE Day

community event on Friday 8th May (date of bank holi-

day instead of May Day) in Adastra Park. It’ll be along

the similar structure as Hassocks May Day but with a

1940’s theme. With this in mind, I’m asking if anyone has

any contacts or would like to help with regards to military

vehicles and/or personnel, 1940 style choir/live music,

1940’s dress hire, hair and make up artists, local photos

or stories of the era. Or do you have any ideas? There will

be a 1940’s style café. Please contact me by email on

michellebinks5@outlook.com

Michelle Binks



The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk         info@thehassocks.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
BOOKINGS NOW BEING
TAKEN FOR 2021 !!

Self Contained with Bar*
Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned 
PA System or DJ Available

Seating for up to 90 people 
3 Course Meals or 

Hot & Cold Buffets available
Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More

Call Chris or Lisa  on 01273 842113 for details.
*Terms and conditions apply

We Would like to Wish

our teams a We sponsor

successful season in 2020
• hassocks netball club •

• hassocks football club •

• hassocks junior football club •

• keymer & hassocks football club •

• keymer & hassocks cricket club •



SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273

844461. Office hours between 9 am and 3.45 pm
www.achassocks.co.uk email: enquiries@achas-

socks.co.uk. Follow us on Facebook Age Concern Has-
socks. We have our own Charity Shop.
Our new shop will soon be ready! We are extending it
to have a lot more selling space, a changing room and a
large store room. We need you! Volunteers needed! We
are looking for more volunteers to help serve and sort
items in the new shop. If you are interested please do
come and have a chat with us!
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks/batteries are held here
by Action for Deafness on the first Tuesday of each
month 9.30 am, but only that day per month – NHS Only
– just turn up and a waiting system is in place. On other
days we do not hold batteries here, you do need to con-
tact your supplier for these.
Chiropody – We have a chiropodist here each
day. Please do call us and we will put you through to
them to make your appointment.
Are you bored and lonely? Or do you know someone
that is? How about coming along to our centre where
you can have a nice hot chocolate, selection of coffees
and tea and cake and meet some new friends. We also
serve lunch at 12.15 pm, two or three courses at a very
reasonable rate. We put our menu on our website every

Friday, www.achassocks.co.uk. Do come along one
day and have a look at our centre. Transport can be pro-
vided locally. We are your local Social Centre providing
a warm and inviting environment to encourage people
to venture out of their homes. If you would like to just
come along one day please feel free to pop in and take a
look.
I Pad and Phone lessons held on Tuesday mornings from
9.30 am until 11 am (Not school holidays).
Knit and Natter – do come along on a Wednesday morn-
ing for a chat with fellow knitters, we are again knitting
squares for the Salvation Army so please do come
along. If anyone does have some double knitting wool
to donate to us we would be very grateful.
Well Balanced Community Falls Prevention Service, in
partnership with Mid Sussex Wellbeing and Active
House Solutions are holding Balance classes here every
Wednesday afternoon. Please call 01444 477191 to
book your place.
We have Scrabble, German Scrabble, Art, Canasta,
Mahjong, Knit and Natter, Table Tennis Table and Craft
sessions held here – new members always welcome.
Please do come in and ask us in the office or take a look
at our website. We regularly arrange in house entertain-
ment and outings too.

Age Concern



CArpet CleAning

By CleAn-A-CArpet
Friendly,  Family Run Business.

Compet i t ive Pr ices & Local  to the Area
For advice on al l  of  our services

Cal l  John or Emma on 
01273 831037 or 07960 495325

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,

Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 

Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81

BBC CHILDREN IN NEED AP-

PEAL Let’s Dance! (Hassocks) held
their 31st Sponsored Tap Sessions for
the BBC Children in Need Appeal in
November.
In the afternoon pupils from 3 years
old tapped along with Sally-Ann and
her older girls in Fancy Dress for 1
hour and an evening Session for 1 ½
hours was attended by older pupils
and adults with great music organised
by David Leaver.
We were pledged £1,668!....a huge
thank you to everyone involved.                                                 

Robin x



John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

Curtains • Pelmets • Blinds
Loose Covers • Cushions

A selection of quality fabrics can be brought to

your home or supply your own fabric.

Tel. 01273 833614

Email: pncook@hotmail.co.uk

Nina Cook

Soft Furnishings

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SEC-
TION  We meet at 3pm on the 2nd Thursday of each
month at our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Has-
socks.  We are a friendly group and visitors are very
welcome. 
For further information about our activities, please con-
tact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.
At our meeting on 9th January we start our new year
playing Bingo and catching up after the festivities.
The competition item is: A winter Hat.
At our recent AGM the whole committee were willing
to stand again for another year.  Thankfully I am not
aware of any twisted arms!  We thank them all for the
smooth running of our group and in organising the pro-
gramme.  
It is no mean feat finding new and interesting speakers,
and getting ideas for different outing venues each year.  
Besides these we have lot of extra fund raising events
throughout the year that require organisation, such as
coffee mornings or helping with the Poppy Appeal.  A
lot of our activities are designed to be fund raisers con-
tinuing the ethos of our organisation, to provide aid,
through our benevolent funds, to Service Personnel and
their families in times of need.  During the past year,
from these fundraising activities, we have donated over
a £1,000 to these causes.  You might be also interested
to know that the Women’s section of the British Legion
was formed in 1921, and Clayton & Keymer, branch
was inaugurated on 4th November 1935.  So this year
we will be celebrating our 85th anniversary.  What a
remarkable achievement!
Wishing you all a Happy & Healthy New Year. 

Liz Thomas

THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL The Christ-
mas term was as busy as ever for the children – on top
of continuing their superb learning in class they took part
in lots of local seasonal events.  Some of you may have
seen performances by members of the school choir at the
Garden Centre and on the evening of Light up Hassocks,
with others taking part in the children’s parade on that
evening displaying their beautiful hand-made lanterns.
Our Year 4 classes treated us to a superb Christmas pro-
duction – ‘Bah Humbug!’ which was thoroughly enjoyed
by all in the audience!   The Year 5 and Year 6 Carol
Concert has become a firm tradition at The Windmills
and for the first time we were able to organise for the
performances to take place at the St Cosmas & St
Damian Church.  The children really enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to sing in such a lovely setting and we wish to
thank everyone involved for their part in making this
happen.   Our attention now turns to a new term and we
look forward to telling you more about life at The Wind-
mills throughout 2020.  We would like to wish all the
readers a very happy new year!                                                          

Sue Bandy

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GEO-

GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Meets on the last Friday of
each month in the Guides’ HQ, Trinity Road Car Park.
At each meeting we have a presentation, by an expert
speaker on a subject with a historical or geographical
flavour. Our next meeting will be on 31st January start-
ing 8 pm when our speaker will be Ian Gledhill whose
presentation will be about Art Nouveau.
Come along and join us.  New members are always wel-
come.                                                     

Bill Kent



john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based
HAPPY BIRTHDAY HURSTPIERPOINT GYM

CLUB The Club is celebrating its 40th birthday this Jan-
uary, having been started in 1980 and having seen nearly
5,000 children attend.
Some children only have a trial and find it not to their
liking, but the vast majority find it a friendly welcoming
atmosphere where they can gain in physical skills, inde-
pendence and creativity. Pictured is Jasmine Cross who
has set a new record for Awards. Jasmine joined Pre-
school gym when she was just three years old and has
now progressed through the Award scheme to be the first
gymnast in its history to have gained all of the awards.
From Award 8 when she was four, through to Award 1
while a junior, then on to achieve Bronzes, Silvers and
Golds in all three areas of Floor, Vault and Sports Acro-
batic Pairs, taking in countless competition wins she is
currently the reining Champion. Jasmine is now learning
to coach and pass on her skills to a new generation.
Over 180 gymnasts gained British Gymnastics Awards
at the term’s presentations. All awards are given free as
part of the Club’s affordability policy.
The Club currently has vacancies in many of its groups, 



STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERviCEd *

*  BOSCH diAGNOSTiC EQUiPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELdiNG  *  BOdYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANiCAL REPAiRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHiLE YOU WAiT (including diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

so please apply if you are interested. (www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk)
The Club thanks everyone who came to either the Danny Family Bonfire or the Hurstpierpoint Christmas Fair -
these events are valuable fund-raisers for the Club. Congratulations to Evie West and Chloe Watkins who won
ChiChi the Panda and Poppy Puppy at the Fair.
The next opportunity to see the gymnasts in Competition will be on Saturday 28th March when a hundred gymnasts
are expected to compete in the 21st Annual Arts Competition, featuring Sports Acrobatic group sixes, ribbon pairs,
beam pairs and hoop solo routines. 
In January some of the top regional coaches will be coming to the Club to give competition tuition to the gymnasts.
Pictured are the gymnasts from the 2019 competition.                                                                              Andrew Hair

New Year's DaY also simply called New Year or New Year's, is observed on 1st January, the first day of the
year on the modern Gregorian calendar as well as the Julian calendar. 
In pre-Christian Rome under the Julian calendar, the day was dedicated to Janus, god of gateways and beginnings,
for whom January is also named. As a date in the Gregorian calendar of Christendom, New Year's Day liturgically
marked the Feast of the Naming and Circumcision of Jesus, which is still observed as such in the Anglican Church
and Lutheran Church.
In present day, with most countries now using the Gregorian calendar as their de facto calendar, New Year's Day is
probably the most celebrated public holiday, often observed with fireworks at the stroke of midnight as the new
year starts in each time zone. Other global New Year's Day traditions include making New Year's resolutions and
calling one's friends and family.



Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151
Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk                                 Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters
and also

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

We come to you! Local Service Free Quotes

Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

HURST VILLAGE CINEMA Hello Film Lovers. In
January we return to the wonderfully restored Players
Theatre, where we will also have installed our new Cin-
emaScope screen and amazing immersive sound system.
We also have two superb films to see in this sparkling
new environment.
On Thursday 16th January we have the brilliant Korean
drama, Burning, a mystery thriller based on a story by
Japanese writer Haruki Murakami; a psychological
drama set in the modern Korea. When Jong-su meets vi-
vacious Haemi he knows she is way out his league, but
to his delighted surprise she takes up with him and they
start a relationship. So when he goes to pick her up from
the airport on her return from a trip, he is shocked to see
she has a new man in tow, Ben, an obviously wealthy,
very smooth young man. He is smug, assured and per-
haps just a little bit creepy and, when Haemi suddenly
disappears, Jong-su is convinced Ben is involved. Burn-
ing is a brilliantly made one-off; puzzling, intelligent and
ultimately mesmerising.
Then on Friday 31st January we have the must see
drama The Kindergarten Teacher. Maggie Gyllenhaal is
utterly brilliant as Lisa Spinelli, a kindergarten teacher
by day, who takes poetry classes by night. Her two
worlds collide when a five-year-old Jimmy Roy (Parker
Sevak) reveals himself to be a poetic prodigy. Anxious
to protect his gift from a world she believes doesn’t un-
derstand, her fascination with the boy spills over into ob-
session.This smart, sharp film entrances with the

deceptive simplicity of the complex matters it deals with
and is a showcase for the brilliance of Maggie Gyllen-
haal and a reminder she is among the best actors working
today.
On Thursday 13th February, is a film like no other you
will have seen, The Chambermaid. Lila Avilés’s terrifi-
cally assured first feature finds magic in the routines of
a young hotel worker. Gabriela Cartol plays Eve, a maid
in a luxurious Mexico city hotel working on the 21st
floor, who dreams of promotion to the glamour and ad-
ditional pay and perks of the VIP floor, the 42nd. Dili-
gent and conscientious, she amuses herself by sifting
through guests’ possessions to get insights into their
lives. When she has interactions with guests, some are
weird, some funny, some infuriating. Cartol gives a won-
derful performance, filled with humour and poignancy
in this superbly atmospheric film.
Hope to see you at the Village Cinema soon.  

David Saitch

STAR CINEMA Downton Abbey comes to Hassocks
Adastra Hall on 24th January. Many of the original cast
members have returned, including Dame Maggie Smith,
Hugh Bonneville, Laura Carmichael, Jim Carter,
Michelle Dockery and Elizabeth McGovern. 
Doors open at 7 pm, film starts 7.30 pm. Tickets on the
door. Wine, tea, coffee, soft drinks, plus a raffle. Hope
to see you there.                                      

Liz Edmunds



For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
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JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

Chimney Clean Sweep
Your local APICS & HETAS approved 

Chimney Sweep & Stove Installer
Birds Nests Removed, Stoves Serviced, Cowls & Caps Fitted,

Jamie Roberts 07810 888552 | 01273 082003
jamie@chimneycleansweep.com  www.chimneycleansweep.com

PANTO! PANTO! PANTO! AND REFURBISH-
MENT Completed in record time the work to “refresh”
the interior of The Players Theatre at Hurstpierpoint has
resulted in a completely redesigned space.
Decorated in a warm deep crimson – complemented by
new carpeting and seating – the auditorium is heated by
a 21st century silent and eco-friendly system which can
switch to air conditioning in our next hot summer! And
the seats! If you’ve been a regular visitor to our produc-
tions and have become used to bringing along your own
cushions to ease the discomfort from the seats installed
over thirty years ago you will now sink into our new,
specially designed and comfortable armchairs with a
sigh of relief!
The Players are now working hard to refresh the remain-
der of the Theatre - if you’ve had major building work
done at home you’ll know how much clearing up is
needed once the main job is finished – and this means
that the first production in the refurbished auditorium
will not be until the annual traditional pantomime.
Hurstpierpoint Players would like to thank all the organ-
isations and individuals who have supported “The Big
Push” in recent years. And by the way, that ‘Big Push’
continues into the future, as the coffers, now depleted
after an expenditure of over £100,000, will need to sus-
tain the Theatre in future years.
Our programme for 2020 has now been published and

can be found at the Theatre and in many shops and retail
outlets throughout Hurstpierpoint.  It may have been de-
layed until January but now it’s all hands to the theoret-
ical pump as the Hurstpierpoint Players plan for a
spectacular opening show in their ‘new’ theatre.
Panto - “The Wonderful Story of Mother Goose” is a
truly traditional pantomime with all the essential ele-
ments and, of course, full audience participation led by
Billy, Mother Goose’s irascible son. The wicked Squire’s
bailiffs, Sage and Onions, cause the usual chaos – there
are good and naughty fairies and the wonderful Mother
Goose on hand to ensure that your experience of this first
production in The Players Theatre will be a magical one.
Tickets are on sale now online at
www.hurstplayers.org.uk or in person from the Theatre
Box Office in the High Street between 10 am and 1 pm
on Saturday mornings.
Performances are from 17th – 19th January and 24th
– 26th January with a choice of matinee or evening per-
formances.                                            Anne Hopper

www.villagesmagazines.co.uk
info@villagemagazines.co.uk



DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Our first film of the
New Year will be shown on Thursday, 9th January  and
is entitled Shoplifters.  The story is influenced by the
Japanese recession, including media reports of how peo-
ple live in poverty and resort to shoplifting. Set in
Tokyo, a Japanese couple, Osamu and Nobuyo, stuck
with part-time jobs and hence inadequate incomes, avail
themselves of the fruits of shoplifting to make ends
meet.  They are not alone in this behaviour as the
younger and the older of the household are in on the act.
However, the unusual routine is about to change from
carefree and matter-of-fact to something more dramatic
as the couple open their doors to Juni, a beleaguered
young girl. The reasons for the family’s habit and their
motivations come under the microscope and this excel-
lently scripted film is an eye-opening look at a working
class family in Japan just trying simply to make ends
meet.
Director: Hirokazu Koreeda, Japan Japanese 2018, 121
minutes, 15 Cert
We are showing two films in February with the first on
Thursday, 6th February called Apostasy.  Set among a
community of Jehovah’s Witnesses, two sisters, Alex
and Luisa and their mother are united in their devotion
but as Luisa starts to question the advice of her elders,
she makes a transgression that leaves the whole family
in fear of God’s wrath.  This startling and bold debut film

is a thoughtful exploration of faith and, more particu-
larly, fundamentalism – the hope of God and the poten-
tial prison of religion.
Director: Daniel Kokotajlo, UK Urdu Engl. 2017, 95
minutes, PG Cert.
Our second film in February on Thursday, 20th Febru-
ary is entitled Capernaum. After running away from his
negligent parents, committing a serious crime and being
sentenced to five years in jail, a hardened, streetwise
twelve-year-old Lebanese boy sues his parents in protest
of the life they have given him.  Set in Beirut, this is a
heartbreaking and emotional film with flashes of humour
and two astonishing child performances – a gripping
sympathetic cry for the dispossessed.
Director: Nadine Labaki, Lebanon, Arabic 2018,   126
mins, 15 Cert.
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased
by the glass beforehand.  There is ample free parking be-
hind the hall.  Guests and temporary members are wel-
come payable at the door.  

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel

To advertise visit
wwwvillagemagazines.co.uk

THE PARTY SHOP
QD Stationery

Latex Helium Balloons
Bunches of 3 from £6.50

Foils Balloons from £4.50
Many designs available  

Large Numbers from £8.50
Also Party Invites, Banners, Confetti, Hats,
Place Cards, Party Poppers, Streamers etc.

52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks 01273 846978



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

PLUMBING
Kitchens and Bathrooms

inc. Tiling & Plastering

Property Maintenance

Free Quotes

No Job too Small

Call 01273 834293

or Paul 

07752 116470 

or Rob 

07943 804078

WELL DONE ELLA STAPLEHURST, aged 10, from
Hassocks who was the chosen winner for South Downs
Nurseries Ghost Hunt competition.  She is pictured here
with staff member Ella Charlton who presented her with
her prize.                                         

Trevor Butler

DO YOU ENJOY SINGING? Would you like to chal-
lenge yourself this new year with a different kind of
music? Burgess Hill Choral Society is a friendly and vi-
brant choir of around 80 singers, who sing a range of
classical works. We are led by dynamic musical director
Michael Stefan Wood who was awarded the BEM for
his services to local music. Mike makes rehearsals en-
joyable, and inspires us to produce high quality perform-
ances.
In our spring season we are singing the beautiful and
moving Stabat Mater by Antonin Dvořák. We currently
have spaces for new members, both experienced singers
and those who have not sung for a while. The choir is
non-auditioned and you are welcome to come and try a
rehearsal before deciding whether to join. Rehearsals are
held on Monday evenings from 7.45 pm to 10 pm at the
United Reformed Church hall, Junction Road, Burgess
Hill and begin on Monday 6th January (or you could
come on any Monday in January). For further informa-
tion and to contact us, visit our website at
www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk, see our Face-
book page, or phone 07522 493966.  

Frances Eales

Follow us on Facebook
‘QD Stationery’

For all the up to date Lost Property
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EARTHWORMS: WITHOUT WHOM NONE OF

THIS WOULD BE POSSIBLE. We can spend all day
planting and pruning, weeding and seeding, grunting
and groaning in our gardens but it’s time to face the
facts folks. Us gardeners aren’t the ones who are doing
the hard work. The real toil is in the soil – the engine
room of the garden. Because down there, beneath our
wellies, earthworms are wriggling, recycling and rein-
carnating our gardens. 
They’re so easily taken for granted. An earthworm isn’t
much to look at. A tube made of muscles with a mouth
at one end and a bum at the other but he and she
(they’re hermaphrodites) is responsible for making
your garden grow. These burrowing beauties really mix
it up in the mud. Some drag dead leaves deep under-
ground while their wormcasts return essential minerals
back to the surface. This improves soil structure and
their tiny tunnels help with drainage and allow aera-
tion. 
Cleopatra declared them to be sacred and Aristotle
called earthworms ‘the intestines of the soil’. Indeed,
at some point every bit of your garden would have
passed through a worm’s belly. They munch their way
through dead organic matter and make it available to
even smaller decomposers - fungi and bacteria - who
break it down even further.  The nutrients released are

reabsorbed by our plants. What once was dead is re-
turned to the living. It’s one of those ‘circle of life’
things. 
There’s about 3000 different earthworm species world-
wide with around 27 native species in Britain. There’s
lobs under your lawn and brandlings in your compost
bin. Some species live in leaf litter others dig deep in
the soil. There could be up to 2 million worms working
underground in an area the size of a football pitch.
Earthworms are part of a wildlife workforce that lives
in your garden and provides an essential service for
free. Birds, bees, beetles, fungi, hoverflies, woodlice
and many others volunteer for us as pollinators, pest
controllers, decomposers and recyclers.  All we need
to do is give them a home and leave them to it and
they’ll get on with the dirty work.  
But it’s the earthworm who is seen as the kingpin of
the whole operation. “It may be doubted whether there
are many other animals which have played so impor-
tant a part in the history of the world as these lowly or-
ganised creatures”.  Charles Darwin said that – and I’m
not going to argue with him. We just can’t live without
them. So it’s about time we start paying earthworms
some respect and attention.  Because when we’re all
dead and buried they’ll be paying a whole lot of atten-
tion to us.                                        Michael Blencowe

P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

07
59

8 
83

64
51

01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE



Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ramblers' group
for the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied programme of
walks throughout the year to suit all ages and abilities.
Our walks programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with information
about the group.   
Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends through-
out the year and vary in length from 4-12 miles.   During
the summer there are short walks on Wednesday
evenings, trial walks and leisurely nature walks.
New and experienced walkers are both very welcome
and if you would like to try one of our walks please get
in touch via the Contact Form on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our Secretary
and Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford, on 01403 255654.                                                    

Jo Mitchell

PRESIDENT HILARY BEGAN THE MEETING
WITH ARRANGEMENTS FOR LIGHT UP HAS-
SOCKS, AND NOTICES.
This was followed by the evening’s main activity, the
creation of Christmas table centrepieces and door
wreaths, led by Jacky Haywood.
She and her daughter Wendy laid out a variety of green-
ery, which was supplemented by members’ additional
greenery, candles and decorations. After Jacky’s demon-
stration, members were able to make their own displays

- another skill achieved!
A further group of members created decorations and
cards for the stall at the Light Up Hassocks event.
After refreshments, contributions to the Christmas Ham-
per Raffle were collected from members to be assembled
later by the Committee.
The evening concluded with the drawing of raffle prizes.
The next Hassocks WI meeting will be on 20th January
when will see in the New Year, with Resolutions and a
talk on ‘Singing for Health’.                    Kate Hastings 

HAPPY NEW YEAR

A bright, shiny new year, 
empty, neat, pristine,

waiting, ready
for us to get it right.

Another chance
to love and forgive.

Another chance
to make a real effort

to give more than we get.
Another chance

to make a difference.
A good new year.

A Happy New Year!



We can print your own designs

Invitations • Reply Cards • Serviettes 

Order of Service  •  Table Plans • Place Cards

Thank You Cards • Stag & Hen T-Shirts

also Balloons, Banners & Confetti

Are You 

Getting Married?

QD STATIONERY 
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks

01273 846978
www.qdstationery.co.uk 



Competitive Rates 

Free Quotes & Advice

Call Ian  07917 193692
smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Hassocks Resident

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WilliAmSon

Roofing Est 1985

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION DITCHLING

AND DISTRICT BRANCH - Thank you on behalf of
our President, Dame Vera Lynn, our Vice President,
Mrs Juliet Smith, our Chairman, Tom Jones and the
Branch Committee.  Please accept our grateful thanks
for all your generosity for our 2019 Poppy Appeal. 
Together we have raised in excess of £5,000. 
To all the businesses, shops and collectors a huge thank
you to each and every one of you. 
To everyone who has donated most grateful thanks to
you all. Margaret Bovil

THE STEM CLUB AT DOWNLANDS COMMU-

NITY SCHOOL has been awarded Outstanding
STEM Club at the STEM Inspiration Awards 2019.
The winners were announced at a prestigious event
held at the House of Lords on the 5th November.
The awards celebrate those extraordinary individuals
and organisations who inspire young people to pursue
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
(STEM). Many of the winners are volunteers, passing
on their own passion and expertise to students, encour-
aging them to pursue STEM careers. Awarded by
STEM Learning and sponsored by UK Research and
Innovation, the awards also recognise employers who
demonstrate an outstanding commitment to STEM ed-
ucation and who have successfully embedded this
within the culture of their organisation.
The judges praised Helen Colvert
“With STEM clubs currently running Downlands
Community School has done an exceptional job raising
the profile of STEM subjects. The Clubs are highly col-
laborative, working with others schools, STEM Am-
bassadors and with a range of industries. They also

encourage a highly practical approach, with students
developing business plans and working through real
life design/build processes. It’s no surprise that the
clubs have grown in popularity and in number.”
Yvonne Baker, Chief Executive of STEM Learning
said:
“I am delighted to celebrate some truly amazing peo-
ple, all of whom work tirelessly to broaden the hori-
zons of young people in the UK. In this year’s winners
we have seen fantastic examples of schools, colleges
and STEM employers working together. This collabo-
ration is vital as it helps inspire the next generation of
STEM professionals, highlighting the skills needed by
students and the opportunities available to them in to-
morrow’s STEM careers.”
Vivienne Parry, UKRI Board member, said:
“a key part of UKRI’s mission is to inspire the next
generation. In 15 years’ time I hope some of the UK’s
most promising and exciting scientists and engineers
will say they owe their career to a STEM Ambassador.”

Nicki Burston

From The late Miss Z.J. White the founder of this
magazine 
STRANGE BUT TRUE.  Did you know in 1884
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert received a rather
unusual visitor from America.  His name was ‘Gen-
eral Tom Thumb’ and he was only 25 inches (635 mm
approx.) tall.  His real name was Charles Stratton and
although only little and weighing only 15 lbs. (7.75
kg approx.) he was otherwise perfectly normal.  His
wife was even shorter at 21 inches (535 mm approx.)
high!

CHILD STRUGGLING IN SCHOOL?
Help with Homework • Phonics • Reading

SEN • SATS • Maths (Primary - Year 10)

DBS Checked •35 yrs teaching experience 
Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE • Hassocks 07413 733556

fran_rabin@hotmail.com 



Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quotes

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating • Handyman by the hour
Minor building works • Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs • Tiling • Decking • Fencing
Property Maintenance

RePuTaBle, InSuReD & FaMIly Run
www.sussexhandyman.co.uk

SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT LIVING

Domestic, Meal Prep, Transport

Shopping, Outings, Respite

experienCed in dementia Care

Julie’s Loving Homecare

personal assistant / Carer
Registered, DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Local Resident

Call Julie for an informal chat 

07709 768 313 
or email julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com

Downlands School STEM Club

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

FREE IT SESSIONS? Sessions resume during term
time from Tuesday 7th Januarythen14th Jan, 21st Jan,
28th Jan, 4th Feb, 11th Feb, (no session 18th Feb) 25th
Feb, 3rd March, 10th March, 17th March, 24th March.
Free technology help sessions for the over 60’s at Hurst-
pierpoint College, every Tuesday during term time, in
collaboration with Mid Sussex Older People’s Council.
The friendly students at the college will be on hand to
help you with any technology related questions you may
have, every Tuesday during term time from 2.30 pm
until 3.30 pm with time for a coffee and chat afterwards.
Any questions you like, big or small, from turning on
your device, to using Skype or looking things up. Bring
your laptop, iPad or any other devices you have ques-
tions about. The college also has PCs to use if needed.
Please just go to the College Lane reception and you will
be shown where to go.
No need to book, just turn up. For any questions, please
leave a message on our answerphone 01444 242760.

Nicola Brotherton

POSTPONEMENT OF PRIVATE LIVES On behalf
of the Ditchling Players I would like to apologise for the
fact that we had to postpone our autumn production due
to the indisposition of a member of the cast, who we
wish well.
We were disappointed about this but, unfortunately, un-

like the professional theatre we don’t have understudies
waiting in the wings to take over at short notice. So,
after much deliberation, we reluctantly decided that the
best thing would be to postpone the production. How-
ever, you’ll notice that I’ve used the word postpone, be-
cause, thanks to the goodwill and hard work of the cast’s;
backstage crew etc., everything is in place for this to now
be our Spring 2020 production with curtain up on the
20th to 23rd May .
So please put these dates in your new diaries now. Fur-
ther information about ticket sales etc. will be in this
magazine and on our website:
www.ditchlingplayers.org.uk nearer the time so do
keep checking for this. 
Finally, the Players would like to thank everyone for
their support in the past and look forward to seeing you
in the audiences for our future productions. A Happy
New Year to you all.                           

David Tettersell

Deadline for the February
Hassocks & Keymer Talk About 

is 5th January 2020

MOT • SERVICING • REPAIRS

All makes of cars • Diagnostics • Brakes 

ECU Re-mapping • DPF Filters 

EGR Solutions

Call Grant on 07803 090409
rrautocareltd@gmail.com • www.rrautocare.co.uk



BRIGHTON EARLY MUSIC OPERA PERFORM-
ANCES Brighton Early Music is extending its pro-
gramme of events beyond the autumn festival period this
year by presenting an early opera at the Old Market in
Hove. On 8th/9th February there will be a rare oppor-
tunity to see Marco da Gagliano’s La Dafne, in a new
production by Thomas Guthrie. This highly entertaining
and delightful work was premiered in 1608, one year
after Monteverdi’s Orfeo, and sets a classical story from
Ovid’s Metamorphoses. The tale of Apollo and Dafne
explores enduring themes of love, power and control as

boastful Apollo pursues the beautiful nymph Dafne -
with dramatic consequences - amidst the chaos of gods
behaving badly. The performances will feature a stellar
cast of talented young singers and instrumentalists, in-
cluding some familiar names from previous BREMF
productions.
All the information on performances, dates and times is
available on the Brighton Early Music website
www.bremf.org.uk, where you can also buy tickets. Al-
ternatively please ring the Old Market box office 01273
201801.                                                    Mike Clemens

Advertising informAtion
visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

Call 01273 846978 email ad@villagemagazines.co.uk 

HAssoCks & keymer tAlk About (est. 1976) 

Delivered in Hassocks, Keymer, Pyecombe, Clayton, Ditchling

and Westmeston - distribution total 4700.

villAge voiCe (est. 1996) 

Delivered to Hurstpierpoint, Sayers Common, Albourne, Clayton,

Newtimber & Goddards Green - distribution total 3650



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday

IN PRAISE OF SALT

It’s white and cheap – it’s very strong
My food would not – be right, just wrong

I like the salt – it heals my wounds
Will bathe my feet – and save my blooms

And when the ice – on our roads
Makes walking awkward – freezes toes,

You sprinkle salt – on footpath near
The Council will grit – and people will cheer

Now I won’t fall – Hurrah! Hurrah!
I’m safe to walk – on another day
The cars can go – the buses too

You best go slow – don’t be a fool

When the Lord made salt – we people should say
Thanks be to God – and we should pay – 

Attention to bounties – that the Lord hath given
We won’t have snow or salt in Heaven

© Anisah

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE ACORNS NURS-

ERY AND FOREST SCHOOL! Are you starting a new
chapter? Are you looking for a new nursery or new job?
We are recruiting! We have space for more children and
more staff.
Traditional values and a child-centred education, tailored
to individual needs to give your child the best possible
start, is the essence of our practice. Recently awarded
‘Outstanding’ in Lindfield, we go outside every day. We
have fun, playing, learning, exploring and discovering.
Westmeston children bring their bikes and scooters, very
quickly becoming proficient and confident riders. Forest
school activities and adventures are woven into our days.
We offer a reading scheme, which gives our children a
head start. Childcare in Lindfield is offered before and
after the nursery sessions, providing 8am-6pm cover.
‘Stay and Play’ sessions for parents/childminders and
toddlers are held at Westmeston on Mondays and
Wednesdays. Sessions for home-educated children are
held at Westmeston on Tuesdays and Fridays.
New! Janet Irwin, teacher and owner of The Acorns, of-
fers a monthly evening get-together for parents of young
children to discuss any aspect of Early Years with her,
called ‘Early Years Matters’ 
For all enquiries, please call our team on 01444 455081

or email janetirwin@janetirwin.com

www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com.  
Janet Irwin

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
info@villagemagazines.co.uk



Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

Hassocks PreHistoric uP to 20tH cen-

tury The area first became a centre of population

around 20,000 years ago during the Stone Age.  These

people were mostly nomadic until approximately 5,000

years ago. Around this time, the first farmers settled on

and around the South Downs, a mile to the south of the

village. They travelled from the continent, bringing with

them various types of farming livestock.  Evidence of their

existence has been found in the form of tools and

dwellings around Stonepound Crossroads and in the Park-

lands area. 

Around 600 B.C. the first metal workers came to the area

with the beginning of the Bronze Age, and a good example

of an Iron Age fort is to be found on the top of the nearby

Wolstonbury Hill on the South Downs. 

The area was colonised by the Romans and a Roman

cemetery was found by Stonepound Crossroads. Modern

Hassocks is thought to have stood at a Roman crossroads

on the London to Brighton Way between Londinium Au-

gusta (modern London) to Novus Portus (possibly modern

Portslade) (running north-south) and the Greensand Way

Roman road from modern Hardham to a north-south road

at Barford Mills north of Lewes and possibly further to

Pevensey.  With the demise of the Roman Empire came

an influx of Anglo-Saxons and the eventual reintroduction

of stone buildings, such as the parish church of St. John

the Baptist in the nearby village of Clayton, which is be-

lieved to have been built around the 11th Century. 

19th and 20th centuries - The opening on 21st September

1841 of Hassocks Gate station (named after the nearby toll

gate on the turnpike road to Brighton, but now known sim-

ply as Hassocks) on the London to Brighton railway saw

the beginning of the village that we know today. South of

the village the railway passes beneath the chalk escarp-

ment of the South Downs through Clayton Tunnel, which

at 6,777 feet (2,066 m) is the longest of the five tunnels

on the railway. The north entrance of the tunnel is distin-

guished by a castellated portal with a dwelling house be-

tween the two towers. The latter might have been built for

the use of the man who had to look after the gas lighting

in the tunnel (for several years after opening the interior

of the tunnel was whitewashed and lit by gas lamps, pre-

sumably to allay the fears of early railway travellers). In

1861 a collision between two trains within the tunnel

killed 23 people and injured 176 others. 

In the 1930s the Grand Avenue residential area, along with

several other roads, was developed by George Ferguson

on the site of former orchards and the Orchard Pleasure

Gardens. A special feature of the Hassocks Homes devel-

opment ordered by Mr Ferguson was the planting of flow-

ering cherry trees along the main roads.

1939 saw the beginning of World War II, and the closure

of the cinema in September of that year for the duration

(it was still going in the 1950's). Evacuations then began

from London bringing an additional 1,250 to the popula-

tion.                                                   Info from Wikipedia 

A. Twine Butcher

01273 842296

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm*  Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm
*except Bank Holidays

Pop In & See Us •Phone Orders Taken •  Free Local Delivery •  Find us on Facebook

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

happy new year
to all our customers past, present & future



IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 

Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Light Up Hassocks

2019

Burgess Hill

Marching Band

Hassocks Infant School

and The Windmills Junior

School leading the parade.

Dave NewlyN

Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on
01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk



one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems?

LIGHT UP HASSOCKS The Festive Season began
on Friday at the annual Light Up Hassocks event, or-
ganised by Sussex Vale Rotary.  Fortunately, it was
cold and dry for the large numbers of people who came
along.  It is aimed at being a family evening and it was
good to see so many parents and children of all ages
enjoying themselves.   As usual the evening began with
the parade of lanterns by children from Hassocks In-
fants School, who were led by the Burgess Hill March-
ing Band.  The entertainment continued, supported by
Burgess Hill Radio, with performances by the School
Choirs from the Infants School and Downlands School,
and local groups Black Hurricane & the Zaffire Twins
on the stage.  Congratulations to Ruby Daniel winner
of the poster competition competed for by the children
from the Infants School.  So many shops had created
excellent seasonal window displays, that it was a diffi-
cult decision to decide that Bella June Flowers was the
winner of the best dressed window competition.  It was
a full and busy evening with many stalls and fairground
rides up and down the street.  Thanks are due to all the
various organisations which contributed towards the
success of the evening, details of those involved can
be found in our Facebook pages.  The event is largely
self-funded through the sponsorship and sale of calen-
dars, together with contributions from the stallholders.

Sussex Vale Rotary is already planning for the event
next year. If anyone wishes to help with that, contact
can be made at lightuphassocks@gmail.com or 
secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk.  Sussex Vale Rotary
has a busy month ahead, with just about enough time
to draw breath before the next item is upon us.  We will
be helping with Christmas teas at the Memory Café in
Hurstpierpoint, followed quickly by lunches for the
Cameo Club at St Cosmas & St Damian church hall.
In addition, we will be preparing and delivering Christ-
mas hampers to help families enjoy a happier festive
season.  Street collections to aid us in our activities
took place in Hurst and Hassocks on 14th and 21st De-
cember, respectively.  We hope the celebrations were
enjoyed by everyone and look forward to continue
working within the community in 2020.  Wishing a
Happy New Year to everyone. 
If you are interested in learning more about Rotary In-
ternational and how you can help, please contact our
club secretary at the above email address, or on 07546
111996, he will be pleased to hear from you.  We can
also be found on Facebook and our website is available
at www.rotary-sxvale.org.uk.        

Duncan Honeyman

info@qdstationery.co.uk



HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Firstly, I must congratulate the organisers of the Light up Hassocks event it was the best for a long time, well organised, well at-

tended and no problem people running around spoiling it for everyone else.

Mind you I did have a cafe full of cats until the rock band fired up then it was definitely a cat-less café, they weren’t fans.

In Keymer I noticed the café has once again closed down, but luckily for the landlord it has been re-let so it can re-open as a café.

Now you will have to forgive my lack of memory but is that the 3rd or 4th time it’s been a café and is it not time to say, I don’t think

a café is going to work up here, still lets wish them luck and perhaps once Brexit is over and done with people will start spending

money again, even at Café’s in Keymer.

Back down in Hassocks – Ripples the bathroom shop has closed down, not really a big surprise, I’m just surprised it lasted as

long as it did, I did go in just the once to ask about something in the window when I heard the price I thought O.K. Steve don’t look

too shocked – just smile sweetly and ask if they keep a defibrillator on site, it’ll be interesting to see how long it takes to be re-oc-

cupied, it’s a big old shop so it could be a while.

Remember those four very excited young ladies I had in the shop last month? Well they are even more excited now because

they’ve got their lease so expect to see the shop next to Age UK to re-open again as a hairdressers which I’m sure will please all

those people with lots of hair, of which I’m not one, mind you if you walk past anyone of the number of hairdressers we have in the

village they all seem to be busy snipping away. 

Good to see the tennis courts are open again, some high pressure water moss killer and probably another thousand pounds is all

it took but not everyone was happy with what I wrote, but all I was interested in was the court itself and why it was closed.

It was very sad to hear of the passing of Mark Perrett, I’ve been using and sending people to Perretts Farm for a good many years

now mostly for hay or straw or occasionally the farm shop.  He was your classic gentleman farmer, a lovely man, with a heart of

gold, when foxes came into my life in a big way I thought he’d be a bit, ‘can’t see why you love foxes so much’, but he understood

my passion and always asked after Miss Snooks.  The word stalwart gets used an awful lot these days, it means loyal, reliable,

strong and hardworking, I’d say Mark was most definitely a stalwart and a whole lot more, he’ll be much missed by everyone - the

farm won’t seem the same without his rosy cheeked face around the place.

Ok that’s it, I’ve no doubt 2020 will bring a whole lot of new challenges especially with the decline of the high streets and the in-

evitability that as I get older, so does everything and everyone around me, so when we all scream Happy New Year – let’s hope it

is.                                                                      Love Steve and all the furries at Hassocks Pet Centre xx – not to mention the staff!

Also Suitable for: 
Retirement Home Clothing, 
Hospital Stays, Uniforms, 
Workwear, Sportswear.

Available to order from: qd StAtIOnery 52 Keymer road, Hassocks 01273 846978 

Iron On or Sew On 
NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes
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