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HASSOCKS & KEYMER

TALK ABOUT
& THE DITCHLING DIALOGUE

FHassacks, Heymer, Pyecambe, Clayton, Ditchling & Westmestan

R. D. JENKINS & SON LTD.

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 * 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since

QUALIFIED BUILDERS 1976

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com

* Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

. Is'your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs

«|s.your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?
* Are your GUTTERS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)
Please-callus-if you require a FREE estimate

Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

®

Electrical Contractors
Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical

Work Undertaken
Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates
Local Resident
Contact Ben Watson on

01273 845960 = =5~
07971 549939

Electrical Safety ke catk_
Register

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

Faith

Plumbing & Heating
All plumbing and heating work undertaken

Boilers Installed
Serviced & Repaired
Heating Updates
Bathroom Design & Installation

glt.};g‘? Local Resident im
uilds Fully Insured 22{3

call Stuarton 07738 679167
or Adam on 07983 693089

admin@faithhillservices.co.uk
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STATIONERY

www.qdstationery.co.uk

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR. Tel 01273 846978.
Your Editors: Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

Seasonal Garden Tidies
Regular Maintenance Packages
Large Garden Specialists
Planting - Pruning - Hedge cutting
Mowing - Pressure washing
Large or Small Improvements

RO O T E D Residential & Commercial work

GARDEN SERVICES Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

Free Estimates e Fully Insured ¢ RHS Qualified

Rob Eager rob@rootedgardens.com
Henfield 01273 491556 / 07751 063546
rootedgardens.com

Qb
STATIONERY

www.qdstationery.co.uk

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the March 2020 ISSUE is 5th February 2020
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number. If not included for our information,
your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.

Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk  Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk
We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention

that you saw their advert in our magazine. Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this
publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website: www.hassockspc.net. Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.-

pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors. Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri 1 pm -5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill. Open from 1st October
to 31st March 2020. Mon, Tues Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (CLOSED THURSDAY)
Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries — 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT FORGET YOUR PROOF OF ADDRESS

» HANDYMANFRIDAY p
Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don't have time to take on all those jobs that
need doing? Don't worry.... I'm here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service
All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,
curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,
carpentry and much, much more. “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com

Chimney Clean Sweep

Your local APICS & HETAS approved
Chimney Sweep & Stove Installer
Birds Nests Removed Stawes Seruised Conle & Cape fitted
Jamie Roberts 07810 888552 | 01273 082003

jamie@chimneycleansweep.com www.chimneycleansweep.com

A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING

All plumbing and gas work undertaken
Boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

New heating systems to dripping taps
Friendly, Local & Fully Insured ¢ No job too small
Siife

07967 440 805

alex@pyecombeplumber.com




~/ DAVE NEWLYN \

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& TILER

Friendly Service
Over 30 years experience

Tel 01273 846648
or 07796 545663

City & Guilds Free Estimates
\ EnRcocixatinads /

AIRPORT TAXI SERVICE
Mid Sussex

Prestige Vehicles * Taxi Prices
077 344 89 222

homecharles@btinternet.com

We thank Mr Sharp for this photograph of what the old Post Olffice and Sorting Olffice used to look like

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

IAN THOMPSON

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865 Mobile: 07785 717464

*NEW** Opening Hours
HASSOCKS Monday - Saturday Fully insured
EVECAE Contact s on JLee Trees..| rreetesimaces
CENTRE 01273 843946

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk Hllrstpierpoint based, offering a professional

tree care service throughout Mid Sussex.
Ci
g, Sulde

GO ¥

Justin Lee (AA Tech Cert)
tel: 01273 831339 mob: 07947 564119 @

www.jleetrees.com email: info@jleetrees.com




PC Problems?

...we come to you

The Home & Garden Guy

Your Local Handyman

* New Computers

* Laptop Setup

e Wireless Setup

e Printer Setup

e Servicing & Clean up

¢ Computer Repairs
e Hardware Upgrades
e Software Issues
*Data Recovery
e Virus & Malware
Removal
*Networking

| 07771588577

rob@rhaskins.co.uk

From Major Renovations & Improvements
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between
Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call lvan today for a free quote
Mobile: 07814 598539
Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to PUBLISH FREE in this section.
Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email
personally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks,
West Sussex BN6 8AR. For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES

~~ Clubs with single Events ~~

POLICE SURGERY

Sun 2nd Feb 12 - 2 pm
DITCHLING DOWNS WI
Tues 4th Feb 7 pm

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP
Wed Sth Feb 1 pm

HENFIELD ARTS SOCIETY

Mon 10th Feb 2.30 pm

Tues 11th Feb 7.45 pm
HASSOCKS EVENING JAZZ
Tues 11th Feb 8 pm
COUNCIL SURGERY

Tues 11th Feb 10 - 11 am
HASSOCKS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Adastra Car Park, Hassocks

A chance to chat to Sgt Philip and the PSCO’s and discuss any issues you may have

Ditchling Village Hall

The Great Unwatched (Television) - Bob Sinfield
The Guide HQ, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint

Fish & Chips (pre-ordered) followed by AGM at 2 pm
Henfield Hall, Coopers Way, Henfield

The Romans who shaped Britain - David Stuttard. Guests welcome
HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Hurstpierpoint Village Centre
Leonardslee Gardens - Stephen Herrington
Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks

Trad Jazz Evening. All welcome
Hassocks Parish Centre, Adastra Park

Sue - suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk. Kirsty - kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk

Adastra Hall, Hassocks
Gardening for Wildlife - Adrian Thomas

@ onhe-nine

Private Hire
Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

www.one-nine.co.uk
01273 841919 or 07889 141136
We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues
Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more
Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

Wed 12th Feb 8 pm

 JB FENCING )

ALL TYPES OF FENCING & GATES

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed

Sheds and Bases

No job too small

Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

\_ Mobile 07713 132489 /




/" STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256 \

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB
A local business supporting the local community

% BOOKS BOUGHT

Hardbacks wanted, many subjects
Local bookseller happy to view
Alan White Brighton 01273 683909

e-mail: info@alanwhitefinebooks.com

AW Book-Keeping &
Payroll Services v

Spend more time being proactive in your business
Outsource your Books & VAT Return
Free initial consultation - Contact Angela to discuss

07881 020550 - awbooks@sky.com

DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT
Wed 12th Feb 2 -5 pm

Thurs 13th Feb 2.30 pm
HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A
Fri 14th Feb 2 pm

Fri 14th Feb 8 pm
HASSOCKS JAZZ BEFORE LUNCH

The White Horse Restaurant, Ditchling

Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
MID SUSSEX ASSOCIATION NATIONAL TRUST

Clair Hall, Haywards Heath

The Historic Building known as Preston Manor, Brighton - Jackie Marsh-Hobbs

Adastra Hall, Hassocks

British Humour in the forgotten Art of the Picture Post Card - James Taylor
BURGESS HILL HERITAGE & HISTORY SOCIETY

Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill
Farms in Burgess Hill, material from the archives
Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks

Sun 16th Feb 11.30 am Julie Roberts & Michael Hinton, Tkts julierobertsmusic.co.uk, lunch orders 01273 842113

HASSOCKS WI
Mon 17th Feb 7.45 pm
DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
Tues 18th Feb 9.45 - 11 am
STAR CINEMA

Fri 21st Feb 7 pm
CHURCHES TOGETHER
Sat 22nd Feb 10 am - 12 pm
HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET
Sat 22nd Feb 9 am — 1 pm

MOBILE REFUSE

Sun 23rd Feb 10 am — 12 pm
HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN

Tues 25th Feb 2.30 pm

LEWES BARBICAN ROTARY CLUB
Sat 29th Feb 6.45 pm

MID SUSSEX FLOORING

Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer
with over 20 years experience.
Offering a range of all types of flooring
brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call
01273 844739 or 07970 636160

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk
Chectatade

Brofors oo usa thoar

Adastra Hall, Hassocks

A little bit of Me time

Ditchling Village Hall

Coffee Morning run by Ditchling Downs WI
Adastra Hall, Hassocks

Film - The Wizard of Oz. Tickets on the door
United Reformed Church, Hassocks

Godly Play, Adults & Children hear Bible stories (10.30 am) with craft activities

National Tyres Forecourt

Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc
Belmont Close, Hassocks

Any queries contact the Parish Office 01273 842714
Age Concern, Hassocks

Climate Change in the Arctic - James D. Weston
New Bury Theatre, Hurstpierpoint College

Dominic Ferris live at Hurst plus special guests. Tickets 01273 470027

C.B.C. Fencing

All Fencing Work Undertaken
Decking & Gates
Free Quotation ¢ Reliable Service

Checkxatrade
e e

Where reputation matters

Call Chris
Tel: 01273 845616
Mobile: 07717 574026




Nina Cook HASSOCKS
P Paving & Patio Services
Soft Furnishings o
. . 3lock paving & Patio Specialist
Curtains « Pelmets ¢ Blinds \,‘;,;_m‘,_‘h” Groundwork / Decl
Loose Covers « Cushions R o ———
A selection of quality fabrics can be brought to + No Job Too Small
your home or supply your own fabric. Simon Weller - 07525 857679
Tel. 01273 833614 e ockena 1273 468759
Email: pncook@hotmail.co.uk assockspaving@hotmail.com
www.hassockspaving.co.uk
~~ Clubs with Multi Events ~~

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY
Thurs 6th Feb 7.30 pm

Thurs 20th Feb 7.30 pm
HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY
Mon 10th Feb 7.45 pm

Mon 24th Feb 7.45 pm

HURST VILLAGE CINEMA

For films and showing times visit www.hurstfilms.com
KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB

3rd & 17th Feb 7.30 - 9.30 pm

MID SUSSEX OLDER PEOPLES COUNCIL

4th, 11th, 25th Feb 2.30 pm.

MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO
Fri 7th Feb 7.45 pm

Fri 14th Feb 7.45 pm

Fri 21st Feb 7.45 pm

Fri 28th Feb 7.45 pm

RBL CLAYTON & KEYMER WOMENS SECTION
Thurs 13th Feb 3 pm

Sat 15th Feb 9.45 am

Ditchling Village Hall
Film - Apostasy (PQG)
Film - Capernaum (15)

Adastra Hall, Hassocks

The History of Morris - Melanie Gibson Barton. Visitors welcome
Why was the Shepherd Delighted? - Bill Avenell. Visitors welcome

Hurstpierpoint Players Theatre

United Reformed Church Hall, Hassocks
Club Callers. All welcome
Hurstpierpoint College

Free IT Sessions for over 60’s, turn up with your device or use theirs

Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill

Radio Night

Nag and Natter Evening

Radio Night & Table Top Sale

West Sussex County Council talk on Recycling
Legion HQ, Woodsland Road, Hassocks
Child Help - Chris Wooldridge

Coffee Morning at Age Concern

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ramblers' group for
the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied programme of
walks throughout the year to suit all ages and abilities.
Our walks programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with information
about the group.

Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends throughout
the year and vary in length from 4-12 miles. During the

Val Anderson

Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds & Loose Covers

Have your curtains made to measure

Free estimates & home visits by an
experienced curtain maker

Mob 07599 009440

summer there are short walks on Wednesday evenings,
trial walks and leisurely nature walks.
New and experienced walkers are both very welcome and
if you would like to try one of our walks please get in
touch via the Contact Form on our website, email msr-
publicity@gmail.com or telephone our Secretary and
Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford, on 01403 255654.

Jo Mitchell

GARDEN BUILDING CENTRE

EARLY GARDEN BUILDING
OFFERS AVAILABLE NOW

ONE OF THE LARGEST SELECTIONS OF
GARDEN BUILDINGS IN THE REGION

SOUTH DOWNS

NURSERIES & GARDEN CENTRE
BRIGHTON ROAD HASSOCKS 01273 845232

www.tatesofsussex.co.uk




BOWLEY FUNERAL
SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

-2t Golden Charter
SAIF Funeral Plans

FUNERAL

i Pre paid Funeral Plans

30 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West
Sussex BN6 8AN Tel: 01273 841711

HURST VILLAGE CINEMA Hello Film Lovers - On
Friday 31st January we have the must see drama The
Kindergarten Teacher. Maggie Gyllenhaal is utterly bril-
liant as Lisa Spinelli, a kindergarten teacher by day, who
takes poetry classes by night. Her two worlds collide
when a five-year-old pupil reveals himself to be a poetic
prodigy. Anxious to protect his gift from a world she be-
lieves doesn’t understand, her fascination with the boy
spills over into obsession.This smart, sharp film en-
trances with the deceptive simplicity of the complex mat-
ters it deals with and is a showcase for the brilliance of
Maggie Gyllenhaal and a reminder she is among the best
actors working today.

On Thursday 13™ February, is a film like no other you
will have seen, The Chambermaid. Lila Avilés’s terrifi-
cally assured first feature finds magic in the routines of
a young hotel worker. Gabriela Cartol plays Eve, a maid
in a luxurious Mexico city hotel working on the 21st
floor, who dreams of promotion to the glamour and ad-
ditional pay and perks of the VIP floor, the 42nd. Diligent

JON BARKER
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fencing * Guttering * Brickwork * Patios
Paths ¢ Painting * House & Garden Clearance
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing « Hedge Trimming
Tree Felling * Planting etc
No Job too BIG or too small
Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully Insured

01444 871544 07815 663825

and conscientious, she amuses herself by sifting
through guests’ possessions to get insights into their
lives. When she has interactions with guests, some are
weird, some funny, some infuriating. Cartol gives a won-
derful performance, filled with humour and poignancy
in this superbly atmospheric film.

20th February sees our first NT Live screening after
moving back into the refurbished theatre, Cyrano de
Bergerac starring James McAvoy in the title role. Fierce
with a pen and notorious in combat, Cyrano almost has
it all - if only he could win the heart of his true love
Roxane. There’s just one big problem: he has a nose as
huge as his heart. Will a society engulfed by narcissism
get the better of Cyrano or can his mastery of language
set Roxane’s world alight?

The Sunday Cinema returns on 23rd February with the
heart-warming comedy Fighting with my Family, based
on the incredible true story of British born WWE Super-
star Paige. Born into a tight-knit wrestling mad family,
Paige earns a spot in the WWE training program and she
must leave her family and face this new, world alone.
Florence Pugh shows there’s no role and no genre she
can’t handle with aplomb, effortlessly taking on this nu-
anced comedic role.

Finally, on Friday 28th February, we have the gor-
geous, powerful, and stunningly crafted, If Beale Street
Could Talk. A visually stunning and emotionally intense
meditation on young love, family and social injustice in
America, based on the novel by James Baldwin. The
book was written 20 years ago, but it is utterly relevant
today and this film is a masterpiece.

Visit our website www.hurstfilms.com for more infor-
mation and to buy tickets.

Hope to see you at the Village Cinema soon.

* Free Estimates
* Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722 Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

David Saitch
MLP Electrics PLASTERING
:%Veeke?‘d ialltmﬁt = L. BARNES
. Si?xrgfesslgcl?:t etlo ?11;11 rewire - .:,:,:{__\ CEILINGS WALLS FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice * Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845




All Bricklaving Work Undertaken

Ditchling Based
Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes
Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall
nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081

www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

DOMINIC FERRIS LIVE AT HURST PLUS SPE-
CIAL GUESTS IN A CHARITY CONCERT on Sat-
urday 29" February at The New Bury Theatre,
Hurstpierpoint College, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 9JT
at 7.30 pm doors at 6.45 pm.

Dominic returns to his Alma Mater for one night only.
He is an internationally acclaimed pianist whose record-
ings with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra have sold
over 3 million albums worldwide. He has performed on
and provided orchestrations for six top ten albums since
2015, all recorded at Abbey Road Studios, and has re-
cently collaborated with Michael Ball and Alfie Ball on
their latest release.

Dominic grew up in Brighton and Hove and attended
Hurstpierpoint College between 1999 and 2004. On 29th
February Dominic will return to the college performing
a special ‘one night only’ concert presented by the Lewes
Barbican Rotary Club. The evening will feature a wide
variety of genres including music from Dominic’s recent
London concert series ‘Me And My Piano’.

Dominic will joined by special guests including Martin
Milnes. Together, ‘Ferris & Milnes’ are a musical theatre
double act who have performed their own productions in
the West End and in New York.

For tickets www.wegottickets.com/dominic-ferris. or
01273 470027

cymer
Double Glazing

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - Roofline

01444 2460051

www_keymerdoubleglazing co uk

=

email don@lewesbarbicanrotary.co.uk,
www.dominicferris.com
All profits from the event will be donated to St Peter &
St James Hospice and Cystic Fibrosis Trust.

Donald Faulds

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP At the No-
vember meeting Liz Gibson told us about the AAKSS -
the Air Ambulance Kent Surrey & Sussex. What a won-
derful speaker. The important information to pass on
about this organisation is: they are an independent char-
ity, they need to raise £14 million a year & they make a
difference and save lives. The AAKSS is not just a flying
ambulance but are HEMS. - there is a doctor on board.
A wonderful service.

At the December meeting the Handbell Ringers came to
entertain us. What a beautiful sound. We were invited to
sing along to the carols & it was most interesting to hear
their origins. This was followed by a Christmas Quiz &
mince pies with a cup of tea.

We have started 3 sub-groups: Handicraft, Walking &
Lunch - do contact either of the numbers below for more
details.

There was no meeting in January and on the Sth Febru-
ary there is a Fish & Chip Lunch (must be pre-ordered)
followed by our AGM.

Contact Dianne 01273 835284 or myself 07806 670359

Ann Tranter

No Job too small + Over 20 years experience

For all your plumbing needs
Matt Sharp 07709 460940

Autocare
MOBILE MECHANIC

Home or Work, We Come to You!

MOT e SERVICING ¢ REPAIRS

All makes of cars * Diagnostics ® Brakes
ECU Re-mapping ¢ DPF Filters
EGR Solutions

Call Grant on 07803 090409

rrautocareltd@gmail.com * www.rrautocare.co.uk
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A. Twine Bufciher

27 Keymer Roud, Hassocks

01273 842296
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Mon. - Fri. 7.300m - 5.00 pm* * Sat. 7.300m - 3.00pm* exclnding Bank Holideys

. Comc to us for 5tcal< X
. You don’t have to chew!

L4

Roses are Red, Violets are Bluc

ALSO THIS MONTH !
Grop yowrself a FREE
rewsaple cotton bag
ce with purchases ower £5.00
(Just cut out this advert & hand it info ws)

A

Pop In & See Us » Find ws on Facehook » Phowne Orders Taken * Free Local Delivery

i

/

A HASSOCKS SCHOOL’S GARDENING PROJECT RECEIVED A B

OOST thanks to the generosity of

a

local business. Staff at South Downs Nurseries heard about the Windmills Junior School’s horticultural aspirations
and stepped in to help by donating much-needed compost. Mr Daniel Hollings from the Dale Avenue school visited
the London Road garden centre to collect the compost from Simon Rennie and Pat Bryder.

Trevor Butler

} NY Tl tﬁi - Plastering
i —] S———— Rendering
C y HUGHQNLTD Bricklaying
- 1)&’273 g4'1195: - - Building Work

6796&47 5125' Property Maintenance
rycconstruction@live.co.uk * www.mnyeconstruction.co.uk

KEYSTAGE 1 AND 2 TUITION
Reading e Writing ® Maths e SATs prep

KIM SNAPE B,ed (Hons). Qualified Teacher

DBS checked, 30 years experience

www.privatetuitioninmidsussexkimsnape.com

Hassocks 07471 180421 e kimsnape28@gmail.com




LEE’S LOCKS

NO CALL OUT CHARGE!
All locks fitted to iNnsurance BS3621

Mortice Locks - Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed - O.A_.P. Discounts
INnsurance Work - UPVC Specialist
Digital Locks - Window Locksa
Garage Door - UPVC/Patio
Police Checked - No VATI!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JANIMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
Phone NOW! You may need it
Mob: 07921 068564 =2
Tel: 01273 803084
Email: lee®@lees-locks.com

~SREE. 0800 44 88 147 Ehiecixatrade
-

DOWNTON ABBEY comes to Hassocks Adastra hall
on 24th January. Many of the original cast members
have returned, including Dame Maggie Smith, Hugh
Bonneville, Laura Carmichael, Jim Carter, Michelle
Dockery and Elizabeth McGovern. Doors open at 7, film
starts 7 30. Tickets on the door. Wine, tea, coffee, soft
drinks, plus a raffle. Hope to see you there.

On 21st February we have Judy - Thirty years after star-
ring in “The Wizard of Oz,” beloved actress and singer
Judy Garland arrives in London to perform sold-out
shows at the Talk of the Town nightclub. This biograph-
ical drama film has a highly praised performance by
Renee Zellweger in the title role. Doors open at 7, film
starts at 7 30. Tickets on the door. Wine, tea, coffee, soft
drinks, plus raffle. Come along. Liz Edmunds

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
We meet at 3pm on the 2" Thursday of each month at
our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks. We are
a friendly group and visitors are very welcome.

For further information about our activities, please con-
tact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.

On 13" February we welcome our first speaker of 2020,
Chris Wooldridge from Child Help. The competition is

* Removals John Broomfield
* Storage REMOVALS Ltd

* House Clearances
* Fully Insured

» Packaging
* + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

an item beginning with ‘C’. So plenty of scope for the
imagination with this one.
On the Saturday 15" February we will hold our first
Fund raising event of the year, a Coffee Morning at Age
Concern Hassocks, between 9.45 and 11.45 am.
Donations for stalls are always very welcome; raffle
prizes, bric-a-brac, toiletries etc. Our cake stall is very
happy to receive tasty treats, if any of you fancy doing a
bit of home baking your efforts will be really appreci-
ated.
Please bring them along on the morning. Non-perishable
items can be brought to the monthly meeting or if needed
please ring Jenny to arrange collection. All funds raised
will go towards our benevolent funds. Thank you so
much for your support - we hope to see you there.

Liz Thomas

DITCHLING SINGERS New members are always
welcome! We are a friendly choir who enjoy singing
popular songs together. No auditions and the first session
is free. Both our February rehearsals take place in
Keymer Church Hall, on Sunday, 2nd February, 4 until
— 6 pm, and on Sunday, 16th February, 4 until 6 pm.
Just come along or contact me on 01273 845627.

Erika Chapman

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Freeview Extra Points
Freesat 4 A
$KX VIEW AERIALS
, DAVE CARR
Bird < Digital TV Aerials
Spikes DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755
Mobile 07774 838999

Mg Pﬂdﬂh”m- LTD

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery * Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
Q Extensions & Refurbishments

General Maintenance
Fully Insured

01825 714526 Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com




GORRINGE ELECTRICAL LTD

@

Domestic « Commercial « Part P Registered
Testing and Inspection
Fully Insured & Guaranteed + Free Estimates
Established local family business

T: 01273 845496 + M: 07773 045231

REGISTERED MEMBER

SECA &

“reeSn | 2 TRUSTMARK

{
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M, Pitt

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Tel: 01444 236086
Mob: 07748 422 07|
Email: mjpitt|23@gmail.com

City&g
Guilds

QUALIFIED

Public liability insured

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH at United Reformed Church.
Thank you so very much to all the helpers who made it pos-
sible. I think everyone had a most enjoyable time. Special
thanks to the lovely twins for their entertainment. Happy
New Year to everyone and thank you for variable donations
towards the lunch. God bless you. See you in 2020. Same
time - same place! Rita

HANDS OF TIME
As years go by
And we grow old
What will we have to face
If all alone, the time seems long
No matter where the place.

Let’s not despair
Put on that smile
Hold your head up high

Recall loving memories
As time passes by.

OSTEOPATHY

Emma Ross
Registered Osteopath - Qualified since 1988

01273 843380
or 07860 470081

WWW. enlnla—ross—osteopathy. com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

The Foot Nurse

www.footnurse.co.uk
-y IS NOW MOBILE
‘ If you would like Marie to visit you

Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £26.50

At least we are still living
In this world today,
Amongst the turmoil and unrest
Which never goes away.
© Stella Simmons

CAN YOU BELIEVE IT? Some local families have yet to
discover the delights of The Acorns Nursery and Forest
School in Lindfield and at Westmeston Parish Hall near
Ditching!

Recently awarded ‘Outstanding’ again by Ofsted in Lind-
field, The Acorns cater for children age 2+. Run by Janet
Irwin, a qualified teacher, it offers ‘Stay and Play’ sessions
for parents and toddlers, sessions for home-educated chil-
dren, as well as a full pre-school curriculum.

Its strap line — Loads of Fun, Leaps in Learning, couldn’t be
more apt as Acorns children delight in all the opportunities
for indoor and outdoor play and learning, plus forest school
adventures. Little ones love to dig in the mud, splash in pud-
dles and explore their natural surroundings looking for
creepy crawlies. They ride their bikes and scooters devel-
oping key skills, enjoying a feeling of wellbeing in these
nurturing and enriching environments.

Even the two year olds try to put their own wellies on in
their eagerness to go outside. Warmly wrapped up with hats,
scarves and gloves, all the children love to see their breath
in the cold winter air as they look for signs of Spring. Please
call for a free taster session and get in touch if you would
like to join our friendly team in this term-time setting. Tele-
phone 01444 455081,
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com Janet Irwin

Transport 1-8 Passengers
Airports - Cruise Docks - Eurostar

& Bespoke Journeys

01273 833800

bookings@corp-cars.co.uk




PLUMBING AND HEATING

Qualified, local professional éﬁf/e
IAN PARKIN

217843

01273 833793 or 07986 401670

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.
Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.
Blockages & drainage problems. Free estimates, fair pricing
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

DOWNLANDS STUDENTS VISIT CHINA In Octo-
ber, 23 Downlands students set off to Shanghai for our
first ever China Exchange. After a mammoth 16 hour
journey, we arrived in Hangzhou, often known as the
business and commerce capital of China. During the
week, students were partnered with a Chinese student at
our partner school, Sijiging Middle School, and spent
the week fully immersed in Chinese home life. Students
were staying in typical Chinese flats with a Chinese fam-
ily, eating Chinese food and playing Chinese games! The
experience was once-in-a-lifetime, they were brimming
with excitement and stories each morning when the
group reconvened for a day of activities.

During our visit, students had the opportunity to take
part in a range of exciting workshops and trips. We spent
an exciting afternoon visiting the West Lake, a UNESCO
world heritage, made famous for hosting the G20 sum-
mit in 2016. After a short boat ride to the central island
(known as The Three Ponds Mirroring the Moon), we
spent some time exploring the stunning pagodas, giant
lily-pads and ancients monuments. We also spent an ex-
citing day visiting Nanjing via bullet train! During our
time in school, pupils took part in an art workshop,
music workshop, badminton session with members of
the Chinese national team and a martial arts class. Im-
portantly, we also spent time exploring the similarities
and differences between our two schools. Downlands

Leading the way in quality care

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

‘/\:p
d home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

ELITE CHOICE  Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-
HOME CARE liver comprehensive range of services including:

* Personal Care * Administration of Medication
» Meal Preparation ¢ Light Domestic Duties
* Respite Sits

01273 840625

admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk * www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk
Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN

students (and Ms Chalmers!) took part in a Year 7 Maths
class and found the standard to be similar of an Under-
graduate Maths course!

After bidding farewell to our host families, we spent the
last 24 hours in Shanghai. We took an ascent up the Ori-
ental Pearl Observation deck and gazed down from
350m on the mighty Shanghai. Pupils then ate dinner at
the famous Nanjing Food Market, where some brave
pupils tasted scorpions and crickets. We finished our
night viewing the incredible Shanghai sky-line all lit up
from The Bund waterfront area.

The trip was incredible and the pupils showed a huge
amount of respect and humility towards a completely
new culture. We look forward to continuing this partner-
ship with Sijiqing Middle School in the future, with
plans to run our next exchange in 2021. Nicki Burston

uPVC Windows & Doors
Conservatories & Porches
Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

All aspects of building work
Roofing Kitchens
Pointing Bathrooms
Decorating General Maintenance




Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice
In the comfort of your own home
Contact: Paul - 07734391982
info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk
Great friendly service at a great price!

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER

7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate
Small Jobs very much welcomed * Trade/Domestic
| specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,
concreting and chimney repairs.

Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

Dawn Benson

Accountancy Ltd

Chartered Certified Accountants

Local friendly service to meet
all your accounting needs including

dawn benson

accountancy

* Limited companies * Sole Traders
* Partnerships * Self Assessment tax returns
Call now for free initial meeting

Tel: 01273 833950 “"..«

Hurstpierpoint
West Sussex
BN6 9RG

info@dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk
www.dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk
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HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES

specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS
Regular maintenance or one off cuts ¢ All tree, hedge & shrub care
Planting = Turfing ¢ Fully Insured « NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email:.im7561425@gmail.com




THE HASSOCKS HOTEL

Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113
www.thehassocks.co.uk info@thehassocks.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

@ BOOKINGS BEING TAKEN
FOR 2020& 20211

Self Contained with Bar”
Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned
PA System or DJ available
Seating for up to 90 people
3 Course Meals or
Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More
Call Chris orLisaon 01273 842113 for details.

*Terms and conditions apply




Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.
Part P approved electrical contractors.
Covering all aspects of electrical works.

pd electrical

Tel: 07766 950429
01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL Last term the children
produced some excellent work including superb cooking
by Year 5 as part of their DT project researching seasonal
produce that they then used to make a tasty savoury
sauce - there was a delicious smell around the school
and made all of our tummies rumble! Whilst investigat-
ing different rocks, soils and fossils, Year 3 learnt new
vocabulary relevant to the topic — and created an amaz-
ing dance to the well known Queen song ‘We Will Rock
You’ to show how different rocks are made! Over the
next term we look forward to telling you about some
more of the creative methods of learning the children
will use to focus on their termly topic. This will include
Year 3’s study of life in Ancient Greece and how this has
influenced the Western World; exciting science experi-
ments investigating solids, liquids and gasses by the chil-
dren in Year 4 and geography lessons in Year 5
concentrating on the water cycle whilst in computing les-
sons they will design programs using different coding
skills that users are able to control. As part of the “We’ll
Meet Again’ topic, Year 6 will study the WWII Battle of
Britain, which was such a turning point in British history.
This topic will be particularly relevant this year as the
country commemorates in May the 75" Anniversary of
VE Day, the formal end of World War I1.

Sue Bandy

Fully insured.
Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters

***¥SPECIAL OFFER**¥*

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

MID-SUSSEX HEALTHCARE PATIENT PARTIC-
IPATION GROUP (PPG) is pleased to announce that
the AGM will be held on the 19th March at 7 pm in the
United Reform Church Hassocks. We welcome patients
of the practice to come along to find out how we are
working on ways to improve patient experience.
We are also really excited to announce that our newslet-
ter will be available in all surgeries, local press and web-
sites from February. Please keep an eye out for them
arriving at the practice in the Near future. Any enquiries
can be directed to
midsussex.healthcarePPG@gmail.com.

Hannah Loram

HASSOCKS LADIES SINGERS We are a group of 14
ladies who meet at St Francis Church on a Monday af-
ternoon. We spend a few weeks preparing a programme
of 2 part songs which we then take out to Residential
Homes mainly in Hassocks and Burgess Hill. Our aim
is to encourage our audiences to join with us by singing
or just tapping in time, so our programme is designed
for that purpose.
It is most rewarding.....so either call me on
01273 842387 or just pop in.

Lyn Bond

~

CARPENTRY

All aspects undertaken including:

e kitchens e built in wardrobes e flooring
e decking e storage solutions e doors
no job too small - fully qualified and insured

07796 140962 / 01273 846278

Call Chris or visit WWW.coopcarpentry.com

SB DEVELOPMENTS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,
Decorating & Plastering

No job too small. Areliable, friendly tidy service.
References available on request.
Free quotations. Fully Insured.

Call Stuart on

I

7 0771 362 3949




Kitchen Carousel Itd

Established in Ditchling for over thirty years
To renew or refurbish your kitchen that is the question!
We also do bedrooms!

Over the past twelve months we have completed over twenty kitchen projects in Hassocks, Hurstpier-
point and Ditchling. Around half of these projects have been refurbishments. In some cases we just
changed the tired, old, brown oak doors for something fresh and bright. Sometimes we redesigned the
kitchen to accommodate an eye level oven or a tall fridge freezer. | have become an expert in designing
cupboards that give our [maturing] local citizens better accessibility. [Less bending down!] Sometimes
we changed the worktops. On occasions we kept one half of the kitchen and just changed the sink and
cooking area.

My name is Stephen Hamilton. | have over thirty years experience in designing and then making
kitchens. Now | am a little older and wiser | prefer to work closer to home. When | was young | designed
and built some of the most luxurious kitchens imaginable and in 1988 | was European kitchen designer
of the year. | even designed and made kitchens for clients in New York and Geneva. | still do luxurious
bespoke kitchens. As long as your local! You’d be amazed how much more reasonable our prices are
than the big boys with expensive showrooms!

When | first started my career, | designed the interiors of boats. That taught me to maximise space.
Now I find | am often asked to try and design very small kitchens. | enjoy the challenge.

A few months ago, in Grand Avenue, | designed a kitchen in a 1930’s bungalow. The kitchen was only
eight feet by eight feet. | manged to fit in: A tall fridge freezer, a tall, eye level oven, three huge sets of
pan drawers and more worksurface than before. Mrs F was amazed and is still looking at the spare
space in her drawers.

In April | redesigned a kitchen for Mrs B in St Georges Park. They have beautifully appointed apartments
but the kitchen design leaves a little to be desired. | kept eighty per cent of the existing carcasses but
fitted over a dozen new drawers which greatly increased accessibility. It has transformed Mrs B’s kitchen
experience. Cost? Around ten thousand pounds.

Sometimes however, a new kitchen is essential. Sometimes people don’t even know if they want a
complete new kitchen. Which is where | come in. We give genuine advice. Sometimes it goes in stages.
If | feel we can accommodate your kitchen design requirements without the palaver of ripping the
whole kitchen we will advise accordingly. A brand new kitchen is messy. To do it properly one has to rip
the everything out and then, almost always, replaster the walls to make good. Appliances are often
moved so new electrics are required ...quite often we move doorways. A refurbishment can take maybe
five/six/ seven days but a complete kitchen from start to finish is usually around three weeks. Do you
want the hassle? Or the expense? Many of our clients go on holiday whilst we do the work.

| always try to work within your budgets!

A refurbishment with all new doors and worktops and refitting etc generally costs between

five thousand and eight thousand pounds. A new kitchen? It all depends. And that’s the point.

A small total kitchen project can be anything from ten to fifteen thousand pounds. It depends what
appliances you choose and what services need moving.

With over thirty years experience in all sorts of planning situations | can usually come up with several
different alternatives you may not have considered. Because we are ‘bespoke’ and because we make
all our cabinets and drawers whatever size is required we have so much more flexibility than the average
kitchen company.

When | come to give my first appraisal | do not come with the intention of selling you more than you
need. | am happy to just change your doors and drawers if that is what you want.



In April | got a call from Mrs P in Greenlands Close Burgess Hill. She told me her oven was packing up.
Could I help her? | arranged to see her. One thing led to another...the cupboards were really beyond
recovery. It seemed to me Mrs P really needed a completely new kitchen. [Mrs P is 90 going on about
60] The electrics looked dangerous. | scribbled some ideas...one thing led to another. Now Mrs P is
whizzing about in her brand new kitchen. We had to rip the old one out, thanks to Jon and his son
Ryan, plaster the walls, thanks to John Evans Plastering, completely reconfigure the plumbing, thanks
to Richard and lan Thompson, who have several generations of reputation as local Hassocks plumbers.
Only then could we fit a new kitchen. Thanks to lan and Liam, [chief kitchen installation engineers] Mrs
P eventually chose one of our classic ash marquetry kitchens] then we tiled the walls, [lan again!] We
re-designed and hid the boiler. That was me Stephen Hamilton, then we refloored the whole kitchen
and dining room [Homecall from Burgess Hill]. Then we decorated top to bottom. [Jon again!] Five
weeks! Although | am the designer | am also the project manger. Mrs P was brilliant. When we first
ripped out it became apparent that the electrics were dangerous so we rewired the entire place and
fitted a new fuse box [thanks to Keith Hand] The Cost? Around twenty thousand pounds. Was it worth
it? You'd need to talk to Mrs P about that! Everyone engaged in the project is local.

| understand how big a decision and how big a commitment a new kitchen or even a refurbishment
can be. I understand that initially you just want some ideas...to explore the possibilities and this is where
we are building our reputation. We work locally, we only use local reputable tradesmen. We are patient
and thoughtful.

If you have a new kitchen we start off by emptying all your cupboards into plastic storage boxes. Then
we store and label them and return the contents to the new cupboards.

We are meticulous about covering all the floors and keeping dust and disruption down to a minimum.

We have a brilliant range of doors and worktops. But you know what! | find we frequently don’t talk,
specifically, about the door and drawer design until much later. | am just about to do a kitchen in Wivels-
field for Mr and Mrs D. The project is signed and sealed and deposits paid but we are still discussing
the final design. | took them to look at granites and stones at the stone manufacturers. Now we are
going to take a trip to east London to look at their selection of Burr oak veneers. Why am | wittering
on? Because | want to let people know that we are not a faceless national kitchen company, blinding
people with false free offers and sales gimmicks. We are hands on. We care.

Our drawers are just brilliant. You have to try them to know what | mean. They are traditionally made
with proper dovetails in our own workshops in Ditchling. They come all the way out and they take tons
of stuff! | train all our apprentices in proper drawer making.

We have showrooms you can visit but you can also visit some of the kitchens we have finished ...prob-
ably just around the corner from you.

I hope this gives you some idea of what we are about. If you are interested in a new or refurbished
kitchen | do hope you will give me a call. | don’t charge for my planning service if you live within a five-
six mile radius of Hassocks. On my first visit | simply talk to you about what you might like. | discuss the
problems you have with your existing kitchen and then scribble some alternative plans. Then | will leave
you to mull them over. There is no rush and no pressure. Early planning is essential. Planning makes for
the perfect project.

To look at our website either google: kitChen Cca rOUSEI d itChIing
OR: put kitChenca rOUSEI .CO.Uk in your address bar.

Just googling kitchen carousel brings up google junk!

Best thing is to call for a free home visit and an informal chat and get a few scribbles.
My name is Stephen Hamilton.

My tel number is 07565 722055
My email is info@kitchencarousel.co.uk



ROLLERS | ROMAN |

HILLARYS

West Sussex

Made-to-measure blinds, curtains & shutters

VERTICALS

I VENETIANS | WOODEN BLINDS

Call Jeff Chase for a free
home appointment.

I live in Henfield and have
worked as a blinds expert for
almost 14 years. | will do the
measuring and fitting and
bring a range of samples at a
time that suits you.

For a free home appointment call:

Jeff Chase
07981963087

We thank Jeannie for the following story:- It’s still dark
outside when I wake up. I wrap my toes underneath my
duvet so that I am completely cocooned. When I finally
drag myself away from this paradise of warmth I go to
the window and peer outside at the street below. There
is a thick line of frost painted along the tops of the cars.
The next door neighbour is scraping his grey minivan
clean with a sponge, his cheeks are pink. I wave at him
but he doesn’t see me.

The heat from my tea burns my fingertips as I hold it in
my lap. The house is silent. The toast is ruined before I
can save it, I place it in the bin and the lid rattles shut.
When that stops rattling there’s silence again. I turn on
the television.

I must have nodded off because when I open my eyes
my tea is cold and it’s light outside. There’s a knock at
the door. A tall man with a long, greying beard greets
me. He passes me an electronic box where I am to draw
what he calls a ‘squiggle’ as opposed to a formal signa-
ture for my delivery package. He brusquely hands me
the parcel and leaves without looking back. He doesn’t

hear me say thank you. There’s silence again.

Inside the box is a new pair of slippers. They are gor-
geous but [ don’t remember ordering them. After having
a shower and getting dressed I move into the living room
and begin to read, I am halfway through my book. I'm
too tired to go for a walk today. Eventually it gets dark
again outside.

Another knock at the door jolts me with surprise, I al-
most run to it.

“Hello Grandad,” she says, “Do you like your new slip-
pers?”

ANNUAL BRIDGE DRIVE Friday 13th March 2 pm
to 5 pm. Wivelsfield Village Hall, Eastern Road, Wivels-
field Green RH17 7QH.
Join the Haywards Heath Friends of St Catherine’s Hos-
pice for an entertaining afternoon of Bridge which in-
cludes a delicious Afternoon Tea, free parking and raffle.
To book a table, please contact Gaynor on 01444
440452.

Joan Moon

OLIVER EDWARDS
07731 489045

Eperweiss GARDEN SErvices  oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

MAINTENANCE | DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION

John Evans o1273s46279
Plastering Specialist 07712898394

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Cheekatfﬁiﬁ?ﬂﬂFree quotes e Fully Insured
et

Jjohnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk




JOHN RUSSELL
Car Body Work « MOT Welding
Valeting e Competitive Prices
07971 276126

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION

Mr Chris Waite ssc tons) o7s - Qualified Maths Teacher
Key Stage3 « GCSE « IBACC -+ ASlLevel
Further Maths GCSE/A Level - Home Schooling Specialist
07752 186678 Hassocks Based

PEMBURY HOUSE SNOWDROPAND HELLE-
BORE GARDEN Open for pre-booked visits. Pem-
bury House, Ditchling Road, Clayton, West Sussex.
BN6 9PH. www.pemburyhouse.co.uk

“The perfect woodland garden” - Visitor quote 2018.
As I write in early January 2020 I am already fed up
with the winter weather! However our Christmas
Day count of flowers open in the garden surprised us
with an excellent total of about 80 so I should not
grumble. Of course one heavy frost on Christmas Eve
would have lowered the total. However it would not
have been so bad as over 40 years ago we had a bit of
luck. We discovered hardy winter flowering shrubs.
From then onwards we have always been keen to
have flowers in the garden every week of the year.
Add to the hardy shrubs our collection of snowdrops
and hellebores, winter flowering perennials and bulbs
and the garden is a real joy for bees and insects and
of course NGS visitors!

So why not book to visit our snowdrop and hellebore
garden?

PLUMBING & HEATING
WATER MAIN INSTALLATION
BATHROOM INSTALLATION

Our garden will be open for the National Garden
Scheme caring, nursing and health charities for visi-
tors to enjoy. Pre-booking only. The garden can be
visited from mid-February to mid-March 2020.
(Dates and details on our website). Individuals and
groups are welcome to pre-book so why not arrange
to meet friends here and explore the garden together.
One fee includes entry, coffee and cake and garden
tour if required.

There have been lots of changes in the garden over
the last 18 months but the weather is much the same.
So please wear warm clothes and sensible sturdy
shoes.

Parking available at the house. Groups please car
share.

The garden can be reached by bus to the Jack and Jill
Pub and from Hassocks station on foot along the Cin-
der Path (public footpath).

We do hope that you will get in touch and book to
visit our garden. telephone 01273 842805 or better
e-mail: pembury@ngs.org.uk. Nick & Jane Baker

|TPPIPELINE

OWIAPS @WaterSafe Chedkatrade.com s;,e«

Where reputation matters  “1g34s6

PATIOS & DRIVEWAYS
GARDEN RENOVATION
FENCING & DECKING

01273 230342

admin@inthepipelineltd.co.uk
www.inthepipelineltd.co.uk




PLUMBING &

ABELL r=amive oo

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

! 07889 447904

ww 01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.
Bathroom Design & Installation.
Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating
Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs.
No job too small. Based in Hassocks

- e

23848 39561

The Old Flower Field

Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

@000000000000000000000000000000000000

Available for
stays between 2
3 and 31 days

@0ccc00cc0000c00000000000000 LE Y

Visit our website: www.theoldﬂowelrfield.co.ul.{.
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or
telephone 01273 835696 for details.
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DOWNLANDS SCHOOL The last few years have
seen some fabulous drama productions at Downlands
from ‘Wizard of Oz’ to ‘Wind in the Willows’. We have
been delighted by the sheer number of students taking
part each time. Mrs Kelly Robertson, our Drama
teacher, is the brains behind all our productions, and we
can’t wait for this year’s show. Auditions began back in
October and rehearsals have being going on three times
aweek ever since. We have been working on the acting,
the dancing, the singing and the music as well as cos-
tume making, set creation and the lighting and sound.

All the hard work will soon be there for all to enjoy - if
you fancy an evening in the company of Roxy Robinson,
Fat Sam, Dandy Dan, Blousey and Bugsy Malone please
join us from Tuesday 4 February to Saturday 8 February
for our production of ‘Bugsy Malone’. Our students and
staff work incredibly hard every year to put on a fabu-
lous show — from the music, to the set production, the
technical wizards to the make-up artists — it truly is a
whole school production. Tickets will be available from
school reception only. As demand is likely to be high

we do not anticipate any tickets being available on the
door. We hope to welcome you to one of the perform-
ances.

Nicki Burston

SUSSEX CHORUS is a Large vocal ensemble per-
forming in Brighton and Mid Sussex with professional
orchestras and soloists.
The next concert is Bach - St John Passion on Saturday
21st March at King’s Church, Burgess Hill. RH15 9LR
at 7.30 pm. Ticket outlets: Eventbrite.co.uk, Sussex
Chorus Ticket Manager or Burgess Hill Helpoint.
Tenor Solo - Simon B, Jack Thompson - Conductor with
Oxford Bach Soloists and Stephen Brown as the Evan-
gelist. There will be an orchestra brought together by
Jack & comprising musicians from Sussex & London -
it has yet to be named.
We are interested in singers who might like to sing this
work with us particularly tenors & bases. For more in-
formation see our website www.sussexchorus.org.uk.
Angela Holroyd

STATION GARAGE

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED *

* BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

* WELDING * BODYWORK *
* FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS *

* M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels) *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel: 01273-844256 & 845225




\ Innovation

blinds & shutters

v~ We come to you! Local Service / Free Quotes
Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151

Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

and also

Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

IN PRAISE OF CATS!

She’s wild, she is tame and rarely lame
Even though she’ll use nine lives,
Her fur is thick or smooth or long

She’ll stop the birds in happy song.

She’ll use the garden, just next door

So you won’t have to clear her pooh,

And when she’s late, oh dear, oh my,
Where can she be it’s time for her delicious tea.

She’ll come, but only when she’s ready
Not when you call, so keep it steady
She’ll come and purr and bring a gift

Of mouse or bird and you will lift
The dustbin lid, so fast she’ll wonder
What have I done? on this she’ll ponder

And when your legs begin to tottle
And you need a hot water bottle
Then there she is to keep you warm
On lap and knees and on your arm.

She’ll come to you with fur and eyes
Glancing through you, oh, so wise,

ocy Locksn,,

\0 QUICK RESPONSE
®  NOCALLOUT CHARGE
LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED
24 HOUR CALLOUT
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Call Lucy on 07780 840462

Store this number on your phone,
you never know when you will need it.

, TOP TRADES PERSON
BRIGHTFM'S Checkatrade ' - \cio

She’ll say, I know that you love me
And I do to: Oh: What’s for tea?
God made the cats, to give us people
A love that last’s, may it ever ripple.
© Anisah

HASSOCKS WI held our Christmas Party on Monday
16th December, and we had a great time!
We were welcomed by President Hilary and a glass of
mulled wine, and the partying began with a selection
of Christmas poems. Music was provided by the Zaffir
sisters, a local duo who sang Ed Sheeran numbers and
gave a lively rendition of “All I want for Christmas is
you”.
Darryl performed an ingenious story based on “Good
King Wenceslas”, and Iris, Stella and Angi presented
an entertaining version of the famous “I know my
place” sketch.
Our thanks go to Karen and Stella for laying out a
sumptuous feast of food produced by members.
Barbara provided a challenging table top quiz, the
beautifully wrapped Christmas hampers were raffled,
and carols were sung to round off a lovely evening.
2020 Dates - 17th February - A little bit of Me time.
16th March - Speaker tba. Burgess Hill singers.

K Hastings

~
B.M. ROOFING

—— FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ———————

Guttering - UPVC Fascias & Soffits + Chimneys
Lead Work * Flat Roofing *Tiling & Slating * Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL - FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
FULLY INSURED - QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 - 07786 451194

“&=" Rediand

bmroofing@live.co.uk



PD CHIROPODY & PODIATRY

Dedicated to all foot related matters

INTERL,

Painting & Decorating Services

Ho. e Nail cutting o Diabetic foot assessments
YO ur LOCG I Pd In ter e Corns & Callus o Athletes foot & Fungal nail
G nd Decorotor \ ¢ Foot pain y e Ingrown toenails

Appointments start from £27 for all patients

Friendly & Reliable Service For a free quote call Robin on -
City & Guilds Qualified 01 273 834462 Home visits are available upon request
Fully Insured Located: The Pauline Thaw Centre, Age Concern, Dale Avenue, BN6 8LW
y or 0751 5 4421 47 Contact: T: 01273 844461 E: paul@pd-cp.co.uk W: www.pd-cp.co.uk
References Available Upon Request robin@interior-decorator.co.uk HCPC Registered: CH33805
[ 4 www.interior-decorator.co.uk Mr Paul Dixon BSc (Hons) MChS

STAFF AND CUSTOMERS ALIKE AT A HASSOCKS GARDEN CENTRE PUT THEIR WEIGHT AND
THEIR WALLETS BEHIND JUMPERS DAY, RAISING MUCH-NEEDED FUNDS FOR CHARITY.

The event at South Downs Nurseries in Brighton Road was in support of The Children’s Society’s festive fundraiser.
“The support was fantastic”, said Rebecca Houghton-Knapp from the family-run business. “We smashed last year’s
total and are sending over £400 to the charity.” Pictured above are the staff are pictured in their Christmas jumpers.

Trevor Butler
(" JASPER Y/~ BARRYNEWMAN
FENCING GARDEN AND FENCING SERVICES
CONTRACTORS No Job Too Small est. 1984
\_ 01273 845063 J
All types of fencing and
gates supplied and erected Home Improvements | Property Main@
01273 843571or 07801 370700 kitchen and bathroom fitting,
www.jasperfencing.co.uk decorating, tiling, plumbing and more.
\_ ) call Keith on 07763 811516




01273 843300
07788 713954

o

%DNFRI:\AI({T][)IQ(\I} Fully Insured
DRIVEWAYS FENCING
BLOCK PAVING TURFING
LAWN MOWING PONDS
DECKING GROUND WORKS
BRICKWORK GENERAL MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL

Wasps ® Moles ® Mice /
Rats e Squirrels
Fleas o Anfs e

Flies - 698

- ol
trap moles

No mole
No fee!

1ST HASSOCKS BROWNIES were busy thinking of
others before themselves and demonstrating inventive-
ness as this photo demonstrates. Girlguiding Sussex
Central’s Commissioner, Lisa Barden, set Girlguiding
members lots of 40th “Ruby” challenges as part of a year
long celebration to mark the County’s 40th Birthday.
One of them was to see what red foods they could find.
Melanie Failes, Acting Leader, suggested the unit donate
Ruby Red themed foods for the local food bank to be de-
livered at Christmas. The Brownies uncovered lots of
items to benefit people in the local area - well done to
them all.

Pennie

GODLY PLAY is a way for adults and children to hear
Bible stories, then have a chance to think about them and
take part in craft activities. Why not come along and try
the activities or just pop in for coffee, tea, cake and a
chat. Organised by Churches Together in Hassocks our
next Godly Play will be on Saturday 22nd February be-
tween 10.00 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United Re-
formed Church; the story will be told at about 10.30 am.
There is no charge and all are welcome.

Darryl Sinclair

RESULT OF HERBIE FLOWERS CONCERTS
The two sold-out concerts given by Herbie Flowers and
Friends on Sunday 5th January in Ditchling Village Hall
raised £4200 for the Mighty Magnus Medicine Fund,
which is providing funding for 8-year-old Magnus’s non-
NHS cancer treatment.
Magnus’s family would like to extend their deep grati-
tude to Herbie and his fellow musicians and to all those
who supported the concerts or donated. Their generosity
is greatly appreciated.
Thanks are also due to all those who provided the mag-
nificent raffle prizes, including several Ditchling busi-
nesses — in particular Black Dog Hill Winery, White
Horse pub, The Nutmeg Tree café and The Green Wellie
café.

Sylvia Bain

MICHAELTURNER

@®)J PLUMBING & HEATING
o t: 01273 846621
Gas m: 07734 876 106
* Qil
mt.heating@btinternet.com
e Solar : )
michaelturnerheating.com
 Air Source
. 1 Park Avenue, Hassocks
e Solid Fuel

West Sussex BNG 8LT

&, @he o) @

=24 Prices from
OCDAUTOSPA just£25.00

MOBILE CAR WASH

Based in Hassocks ¢ Fully Insured
I have my own power & water supply|
Call me for a quote

07912421814

www.ocdautospa.co.uk




PLUUUMEBITINGSG
Kitchens and Bathrooms Call 01273 834293
inc. Tiling & Plastering or Paul
07752 116470
or Rob
07943 804078

Property Maintenance
Free Quotes
No Job too Small

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING

24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer

*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed —

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing
T: 01444 239898 M: 07796 263710 305205

ELITE GARAGE DOORS
F

* NEW DOORS

* AUTOMATION
* REPAIRS

* GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

HISTORY OF FREDERICK ROWLAND
EMETT OBE (22 October 1906 — 13 November
1990), known as Rowland Emett (with the forename
sometimes spelled "Roland" [as his middle name ap-
pears on his birth certificate] and the surname fre-
quently misspelled "Emmett"), was an English
cartoonist and constructor of whimsical kinetic sculp-
ture.

Emett was born in New Southgate, London, the son of
a businessman and amateur inventor, and the grandson
of Queen Victoria's engraver. He was educated at Wa-
verley Grammar School in Birmingham, where he ex-
celled in drawing, caricaturing his teachers and
vehicles and machinery. When he was only 14 he took
out a patent on a gramophone volume control. He stud-
ied at Birmingham School of Arts and Crafts and one
of his landscapes, Cornish Harbour, was exhibited at
the Royal Academys; it is now in the Tate collection.
An otherwise undistinguished career was interrupted
by World War II, when he worked as a draughtsman
for the Air Ministry while perfecting his gift for draw-
ing cartoons. From 1939 until the 1950s, and less fre-
quently in the 1960s, he published regularly in Punch
and for many years when his work was published else-
where it was credited to "Emett of Punch". His car-
toons were seldom political, except when he
caricatured bureaucratic absurdities, and his early sub-

POINT APPLIANCE CARE
< Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA

-~
/‘(‘

& INDESIT
- MOST MAKES OF
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES
REPAIRED

RICHARD WARNER
01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

jects typically found humour in the difficulties of life
in Great Britain during the second World War. His
drawings soon started to include railway scenes and he
gradually developed a unique concept of strange, bum-
bling trains with excessively tall chimneys and silly
names.
On 12th April 1941 he married Elsie May Evans (who
was always known as Mary, the daughter of a Birm-
ingham silversmith. She managed his business inter-
ests. They had one daughter, Claire.
In 1947 his cartoons came to life on the stage of the
Globe Theatre, London, in "Between the Lines", a
scene for Laurier Lister's revue Tuppence Coloured,
with Max Adrian as an eccentric signalman at Friars
Fidgeting Signal Box. In 1951, at the Festival of
Britain, his most famous steam locomotive, Nellie, was
made into a copper and mahogany kinetic sculpture
and with two other locomotives, Neptune and Wild
Goose, was one of the festival's most popular attrac-
tions, operating the Far Tottering and Oyster Creek
Branch Railway. There was a fatality when two trains
collided. At this time he was living in Cornwall and
working in a studio in a boat-loft at Polperro; later he
returned to West Cornwall before settling for the rest
of his life at Ditchling, in Sussex.

more to come next month

Design
Supply
Installation
01273
831802

f

enquiries@
jamiestaffordbathrooms.co.uk

Jamie %
Stafford




QD STATIONERY

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks
01273 846978

DPATES FOR YOUR DPITARY

Valentine’s Day

" 14th February =
4

Cards & Balloons in stock

HAPPY s 22nd March

ng‘ Cards & Balloons
@a% in stock

IN STOCK FOR EASTER
FRIDAY 10TH - MONDAY 13TH APRIL

_ Cards, Money wallets, Baster Egg Hunt Kits
® Decorative Chicks, Bunnies § Egos
Easter Boskets, Paper Chains, Photo Props,
Easter Blngo, Stickers Face Paints
ano nove. ..
Plus all craft ttems to make Your owwn cards!




J.D.Ritchie
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering

Plastering and Coving
Tiling
07979 401 126

jack ritchie@hotmail.com

IN PRAISE OF DAYS!

He is my friend, he is my guide,
He’ll rescue me from snow and ice
He’ll save my life, in wind and fire

In caves, in holes where ere I desire,

He’ll care for all, including me

He is my love — security.

His coat is smooth, his coat is rough
His ears are short, his paws are tough
His eyes are large or small or thin
And when he speaks, my, what a din.

His tail is long, his tail is short
He’s altogether a jolly good sport.
When God made dog he made man too
Take care of dog, no matter who
Can feed and water this dear creature
The dog is God’s own loving teacher
© Anisah

For our advertising rates
www.villagemagazines.co.uk
oremail
info@villagemagazines.co.uk

P.R. ROOFING LTD

(Established 1989)

* GRP Fibre Glass Roofs

* Flat Roofs

* EPDM Rubber Roofs

* Chimney Repairs & Pointing

* Tiling, Slating

* Moss Removal

* uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

A REAL GYMNASTICS CLUB Ever thought of your

child joining a real gymnastics club — look no further.
Our Club offers regular classes at affordable costs with
fully trained coaches, free awards each term, two free
entry competitions each year and subsidised clothing.
Forty years ago the Club was started with just twenty
girls, now it has over 300 boys and girls, starting from
just 3 years old. There are currently spaces to join for
Boys on Tuesdays, girls on Wednesdays and Pre-school-
ers on Fridays. If you want to join visit the website hurst-
pierpointgym.co.uk and follow the link to an email
enquiry.
Twenty-one years ago Hurstpierpoint Gymnastics Club
organised an Arts competition in which over fifty gym-
nasts performed. This year sees the 21 Arts Competition
which will now showcase over a hundred gymnasts per-
forming routine with ribbons, hoops, on the beam and in
Sports Acrobatic Sixes. The competition will be held in
Hurstpierpoint Village Centre in the morning of the 28
March. The gymnasts will be competing for the twelve
silver trophies and scores of medals. Spectating for par-
ents & friends is free.
The following opportunity for the gymnasts to compete
will be the Club’s 36" Annual Championships on the 4™
July.

Andrew Hair

CLEARVIEW

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES
Serving Mid-Sussex for over 20 years
Free Quotations

01444 250 111

www.clearviewsussex.co.uk

PVCu Windows & Doors

* Aluminium Windows & Doors
Bi-Folding/Sliding Doors

* Roof Lanterns

* Conservatories, Porches & Orangeries
e Composite Doors

Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

* Replacement Glass Units

FENSA Registered Company




Hollingum Electrical Itd

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT
NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE
.I_..A Telephone Josh

wmue 2 on 07818 017917

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

Photo shows a typical ‘Six’balance from the 2019 competition.

HURSTPIERPOINT

LAWN MOWER SER

VICES

Est 1968
SALES OF NEW & USED MACHINES /.\

SERVICING & REPAIRS OF ALL 7
BRANDS & TYPES OF MACHINERY /

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299

@

Free Local Collection & Delivery Servic

Modern Interior Carpentry

Fitted Furniture Specialists

Wardrobes / Dressing Rooms
Kitchens / Utility Rooms
Understairs Storage

Alcoves Units / Window Seats

Home Offices / Shelving / Bookcases

carl @micarpentry.co.uk
www.micarpentry.co.uk

07795003452



FABULOUS HAIR

in the comfort of your own home

Contemporary & Classic
Hair Design

Lisa Turner |
Mobile Hairdresse

07791 785 611 &
X

A.S.WILLIAMSON
ROOFING scus

Tiling
Slating
Lead Work
Chimney Repointing
Guttering Call for a free estimate
Moss Clearing 01273 %\2316946
Fascias & Soffits 07854 327020

A HISTORY OF JACOB'S POST This post was
erected at the end of the 19th century to mark the site of
the old gallows where the body of Jacob Harris was hung
following his execution for murder in 1734. The rooster
is a copy made by the pupils of Uckfield Comprehensive
School. The original is in the guardianship of Ditchling
Parish Council and may be seen at Chichester House,
Ditchling. On 26th May 1734, in the parish of Wivels-
field, Jacob Harris, a Jewish pedlar (also known as
Yacob Hirsch), committed three barbarous murders at
the public house which was situated at the north end of
Ditchling Common (The Royal Oak). He killed the land-
lord of the pub, Richard Miles, his wife and their maid.
He is alledged to have stolen some money and clothes
and fled to the Cat Inn, Turners Hill. Pursued by soldiers
he hid up a chimney at Selsfield House, West Hoathly,
but was discovered. Miles, before he died was able to
identify the pedlar and he was incarcerated in Horsham
Gaol. He was subsequently tried and executed and after-
wards hung in chains on Ditchling Common close to the
scene of the murders. A ballad was composed, sold and
sung at the execution. Jacob's Post is the remains of the
gibbet. Afterwards, and well into the 19th century, a frag-
ment of this post carried in the pocket, was considered a
cure for toothache and epilepsy. It was also said that
women who were barren went to the corpse when still
hung at Ditchling and after holding its hand would be-
come fertile.

Jacob's Post, Ditchling Commen, "

Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY

Home Visits « HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

= Competitive Rates
’ Free Quotes & Advice
Call Ian 07917 193692

SMART smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Fomemuoiome  Hassocks Resident  Checkatrade.com

Where reputation matters
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TV, AERIAL & AV ENGINEER

e Bl | [ 01273 499 133 Control@

(STl ) Py

MEMBER 07769 636 669 DEALER

www.avanthometechnology.co.uk




PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
HCPC REGISTERED

Joanna Turns
Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel: (01273) 843780

| Pacuting and Decorating
M. A . Plowers

City and Guilds Qualified
a‘ Over 30 years experience
Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Senior Citizen Price Reduction
Friendly & Reliable Service
contact Martin on

01444 245824
07834 630434

martinflowers1234@yahoo.co.uk
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TOAD - THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER En-
sconced in my corner of a Sussex pub I didn’t look far
for inspiration for this month’s article. The clanging of
brass on lead alerted me to a couple of lads playing that
most Sussex of pub games — Toad in the Hole. The
perfect excuse for some sycophantic toadying to an
amphibian I adore; warts and all.

Toads are beautiful. Yes, | know they have lumpy, poi-
sonous skin. Yes, I know they have a face like Ena
Sharples. But that eye. That amazing eye. Next time
you see a toad get right up close and allow yourself to
be hypnotized by that mesmerizing golden-ringed eye.
Fellow toad lover George Orwell called it “about the
most beautiful eye of any living creature”.

In February that beautiful eye blinks open as toads
awaken from their winter hibernation. From under
stones, logs and leaves they emerge and start the long
walk home — back to the pond where they were born.
They proceed on this pilgrimage with a determined, un-
steady gait — like one of those old men you see gingerly
crossing the shingle on his way to his annual New
Year’s Day dip. But once the Toad hits the water he is
rejuvenated and has one thing on his mind. Croaking
and brawling a peaceful pond is transformed into a
Club 18-30 pool party as male Toads squabble over fe-
males in a writhing ball of amorous amphibians.

‘bulk sack
+'Bark Ba
72584159

The results of this Bacchanalian bonding are long
polka dot ribbons of spawn (unlike the Frog’s shapeless
tapioca blobs) and by May the parent Toads have left
their breeding ponds to lead a more respectable life on
dry land until their winter hibernation. Amazingly these
animals can live for over 40 years.

With their primordial appearance, annual gatherings
and rituals there is a touch of evil about the Toad.
Throughout England’s history they have been vilified;
linked to witchcraft and strange superstitions. And,
when it comes to folklore, there’s nowt so queer as
Toads. Rubbing Toads on your body could cure cancer;
a live Toad in your mouth could cure skin infections.
Precious jewels (toadstones) were reputed to be hidden
in a Toad’s head. Immortal toad-eaters were a sideshow
attraction at country fairs. Travelling Toad doctors
could heal you with Toad hearts and legs. The myste-
rious Toadmen used Toad potions to cure horses (a
practice that allegedly continued until the 1930s in
some English counties).

It took Kenneth Grahame’s beloved ‘“The Wind in the
Willows’ to finally drag the Toad out of the dark ages
putting him in a tweed suit and in the hearts of the na-
tion. Keep an eye out for these amazing animals around
Sussex in the coming months as they return to their
ponds. Michael Blencowe

01273 846 823

established since 2001

Family Run Business
Fully Insured
Free Quotes

Sussex

Services

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating -+ Handyman by the hour
Minor building works - Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs - Tiling - Decking - Fencing
Property Maintenance

REPUTABLE, INSURED & FAMILY RUN

www.sussexhandyman.co.uk




ACUPUNCTURE

Improve your health naturally
Call Claire: 07873 393936

' R H Call for a free quote
01273 843566
Fully Insured i
John 07814 196328 ACUPUNCTURE

Tiling ORIGINE www.acupunctureorigins.com
Slating Robbie 07833 607182
Chimneys hroofing.contk CHILD STRUGGLING IN SCHOOL?
Leadwork i e Help with Homework ¢ Phonics * Reading
Guttering ‘\\“ SEN  SATS * Maths (Primary - Year 10)
Flat Roofs DBS Checked 35 yrs teaching experience

. Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE ¢ Hassocks 07413 733556
Fascias/Soffits fran_rabin@hotmail.com

MID SUSSEX OLDER PEOPLE’S COUNCIL
(MSOPC) HOST FREE CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR
OVER 60’S. MSOPC, put on their annual Christmas
Tea at the King Edward Hall, Lindfield again this year,
much to the delight of over 60’s from across Mid Sus-
sex.
It was a great opportunity for older people to get out of
~ 1 the house and socialise over the Christmas period, whilst
enjoying good food and entertainment. Free transport
and assistance is provided for those who find it physi-
cally too difficult to drive or use public transport.
. This year, many volunteers came to help on the day,
serving hot drinks, sandwiches, Christmas cake, scones,
~ and Victoria sponge. Mince pies were supplied by the
Lindfield Co-op, as well as some fabulous prizes for the
affle. The Co-op are always a great support to MSOPC
hroughout the year, providing some essential funding
0 help them to help local older people, and Matt Askey,
manager of the Lindfield Co-op, also came along to visit
on the day, as well as the man in red himself; father
Christmas. Leader of Burgess Hill Town Council, Coun-
cillor Robert Eggleston and Councillor Stephanie In-
glesfield from Haywards Heath Town Council were also
in attendance.
Every year, there is fun musical entertainment, and this
year MSOPC welcomed back local duo ‘Anything Goes’,

ALL Gardens Great & Small Landscape Gardeners

Established 1983 - Competively Priced - Quality Workmanship

Garden Ideas, Design, Paving, Patios, Indian Stone, Self Binding Gravel,
Walling, Steps, Driveways, Ponds, Waterfalls, Rockeries, Decking, Gates,
Fencing, Pergolas, Turfing, Seeding, Clearance, Mowing, Strimming,
Hedgecutting, Mini Digger Works. All undertaken in a clean & tidy manner.

01273-890747 , 01444-848177, mobile 07973-865850

Email iansalmon@gmail.com  www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk




VB

Bookkeeping

For all your bookkeeping needs
call or e-mail Michelle

07775 878020
mbudd1371@yahoo.com

who are al-
ways popular.
One member

even wrote
and  recited
poetry on the
day,  which

was well re-
ceived with
the crowd.
Over 100 peo-
ple attend the
event every
year, always
thoroughly en-
joying themselves and come back year after year.

The event has received very positive feedback, one
member saying; ‘The Christmas tea you provide every
year is always wonderful but this year you surpassed
yourselves, it was exceptional! Delicious food, beautiful
decorations, marvellous entertainment, very good serv-
ice and good company’.

MSOPC put on free events and coffee mornings
throughout the year across Mid Sussex, in 2020 to in-
clude VE day celebrations in Lindfield on the 8th and
9th of May, and provides a free quarterly newsletter to

CARPET CLEANING
BY CLEAN-A-CARPET

Friendly, Family Run Business.
Competitive Prices & Local to the Area
For advice on all of our services
Call John or Emma on
01273 831037 or 07960 495325

VisitEngland

Swallowfield Cottage, Keymer
Two bedroom, self-catering holiday
cottage with parking and garden.
For details, availability and prices
www.swallowfieldcottage.co.uk
Beth Wakeham Tel: 01273 845428

* %k kK
SELF CATERING

1S

all members. They have also facilitated arrangements
with Ardingly and Hurstpierpoint Colleges to provide
free one to one computer sessions across Mid Sussex.
Older people can receive help with their mobile phones,
iPads etc. so that they can keep in touch with family and
friends and so do not feel cut off from the online world.
For more information about MSOPC, visit
www.msopc.org.uk, or phone their helpline on 01444
242760.

Nicola Brotherton
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Brian's G
SUPERIOR GARDEN MAINTENANCE
General Garden Maintenance * Tree Surgery

Hard & Soft Landscaping

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair * Automatic Irrigation Systems

Pest Dete@t Installation

Brian McAllister Bsc mphil

01273 447400
07775 610186

No job too small... free quotes

www.briansgardens.co.uk

(
Adam 07568
Hordcastie 190080
electrical services ahes@mypostofficecouk

Hassocks based domestic electricion
Quadity, trustworthy work, very reasondoly priced

No job too smal or too big:
Install an outside light or some extra sockets
or a complete rewire for your grand design

complete domestic wiring services including audio/visual and cctv




(" HASSOCKS HARDWARE )

8 Orion Parade ¢ Hassocks ¢ West Sussex BN6 8QA

01273 843878 fognd
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NOW IN STOCK FOR EASTER

A Decorative Chicks, Bunnies § Egos, Easter Buckets, Stickers
> Cards, Money Wallets § Egg Gift Boxes and more.

L @b stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, 01273 846978

STEVE’S BACK PAGE qOSSIP

Now tell me should | be surprised that a food bank is opening in Hassocks? When | was first told about it my immediate
reaction was reallh/ — it's not cheap to live round here with the price of houses and rents. So who qualifies to use one be-
cause we've got the lowest unemployment figures for some considerable time, | suppose there are the elderly - the old
aﬁe pension isn’t exactly a lot but my mother who was fiercely independent and very proud would have screamed at me
“NO thank you I'm not a charity and | don’t take handouts”. So what do you think - was | wrong to have been surprised or
is it a sign of the times?
It is nice to see Mr Castle back behind his desk at the solicitors, for those of you that have not heard he was knocked
down by a car while out walking his dog just before Christmas, he was lucky if you can call it that, although he did spend
a little while in hospital there were no serious injuries so he was out in time to enjoy the Christmas festivities although
verty carefully. For all of you who asked the same question as | did — was the dog alright? Yes he was unscathed. You
just never know what is round the next corner.
‘ve had out the back of my shop for a little while now an old fridge freezer which came from the flat | handed back, it has-
n't got the com{)ressor on it anymore so it's basically a tin box. Now on several occasions I've tried to get someone to
take it away with no luck, so | thought silly me just take it down to our local dump which | did. On arrival | was stopped
and asked for I.D., | said I'm sorry 've come to get rid of some rubbish not catch a flight! Luckily | had my driving licence
on me he looked at it and said you can’t come here you live in Ditchling. This guy’s having a laugh | thought, yes | said
but my shop is in Hassocks, so it's commercial rubbish he said, | said no it's from the flat above so it's domestic, he said
so why doesn’t the person living in the flat bring it | said because the flat is unoccupied and it was left behind, a long
pause ensued, eventually he said ﬁlou can't bring it here you'll have to take it to Lewes. You know when the red mist be-
ins to descend and your inner self is telling you not to lose it but sadly %/our lid is going to blow, | replied so you want me
o drive all the way to Lewes when I'm here now then? Then | threw in the classic do you know how much | pay in rates
each year to Mid Sussex it's people like me who pay your wages — blank look, you can't bring it here, it's no wonder fly
tleIng is on the increase. It's a crazy situation when you can’t use the dump that is on your doorstep, not that these peo-
ple care about the environment anyway but look at thé extra pollution | alone create by driving those extra miles, who's
stugﬁl\d |getet1 was this anyway we should get Mrs Hatton on it, she seems to be the councillor around here with her finger
on the button.
It's never easy writing something about someone who has passed away but to write about someone who was killed in
such a violenf and unnecessary wa% by the hands of his own people without getting emotional or political is an impossible
task. So having been Reza’s neighbour for the last 14 years | can say without hesitation he really was a lovely man, kind
and considerate with a wicked sense of humour and a very professional approach to his dry cleaning business. He will
be muchly missed by the community. | h(ﬁ)e the shop will continue to trade and I'm sure ever¥one will continue to use it
so the memory of Réza lives on. My heart goes out to his family and friends who are devastated by this shameful lost
life. RIP Reza. Love Steve & all at Hassocks Pet Centre

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

®

01273 MﬁRCHﬁNTS SALES &

843333 A www.marchantsestateagents.co.uk LETTINGS
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