
Hassocks & keymer 

Talk abouT
& THe DiTcHling Dialogue

Hassocks, Keymer, Pyecombe, Clayton, Ditchling & Westmeston

Distribution 4,700                                                                             No. 522 March 2020   

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Competitive Rates 

Free Quotes & Advice

Call Ian  07917 193692
smart.plastering@yahoo.co.uk

Hassocks Resident

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WilliAmSon

Roofing Est 1985

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the April 2020 ISSUE is 5th March 2020  
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information, 

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.  
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  Open from 1st October
to 31st March 2020. Mon, Tues Wed, Fri, Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (ClOSed THuRSdAy)
Tel. 01444 243041 General enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS
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Hair By Sarah
Hassocks Based Mobile Hairdresser 

with 22 years experience

If you want a restyle or just having a bad hair day!

All ages and styles catered for

Special rates for OAP’s & Children

Visit my small salon or I can come to your home

Call me on 07817 889946 • 01273 843261



podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT LIVING

Domestic, Meal Prep, Transport

Shopping, Outings, Respite

experienCed in dementia Care

Julie’s Loving Homecare

personal assistant / Carer
Registered, DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Local Resident

Call Julie for an informal chat 

07709 768 313 
or email julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com

StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/20)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals

for all ages 
1st March - 31st October 2020

Visit your local corner of Eden

We thank a reader for this postcard of The Orchard Farm and Pleasure Grounds, Hassocks



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH
VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you 
programmes and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each
email personally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, 

hassocks, West Sussex bN6 8Ar.  
For more information call 01273 846978.

LOCAL ACTIVITIES
~~ Clubs with single Events ~~

DITChLIng DOwnS wI                                                                                                 Ditchling Village hall
Tues 3rd Mar 7 pm                                               The Illustrated history of Herstmonceux Castle - Melinda Stone
hurST MOnThLy SOCIAL grOup The guide hQ, Trinity road, hurstpierpoint
wed 4th Mar 1 pm                                                                                                                  Scams - Natwest Bank
DITChLIng FILM SOCIETy                                                     Ditchling Village hall
Thurs 5th Mar 7.30 pm                                                                  Film - Can You Ever Forgive Me (15)
JACk AnD JILL pLAygrOup                                    The hassocks pub, Station Approach East, hassocks
Fri. 6th Mar 7.30 pm                              Annual Quiz, Curry & Pudding Auction.  To book pop into QD Stationery
wOrLD DAy OF prAyEr holy Trinity Church, hurstpierpoint  
Fri 6th Mar 10.30 am        Women led - hear womens thoughts, hopes, concerns & prayers from all over the world
hEnFIELD ArTS SOCIETy                                                                   henfield hall, Coopers way, henfield
Mon 9th Mar 2.30 pm                         A Brief History of Wine - David Wright. Guests welcome
ThrIVE MEETup Talking hands Coffee Shop, hassocks
Tues 10th Mar 6 pm   Organisation for female founders and women in business.  Tkts www.thethriveeffect.co.uk
hASSOCkS EVEnIng JAZZ                                                                                     hassocks hotel, hassocks
Tues 10th Mar 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome
COunCIL SurgEry                                                                           hassocks parish Centre, Adastra park
Tues 10th Mar 10 - 11 am                Sue - suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk.  Kirsty - kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk
hASSOCkS hOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra hall, hassocks
wed 11th Mar 8 pm                                                                                                     Plant Health - Andrew Gaunt



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Serving Mid-Sussex for over 20 years

Free Quotations

01444 250 111
www.clearviewsussex.co.uk

• PVCu Windows & Doors

• Aluminium Windows & Doors

• Bi-Folding/Sliding Doors

• Roof Lanterns

• Conservatories, Porches & Orangeries

• Composite Doors

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

• Replacement Glass Units

• FenSA Registered Company

Ditchling history project                                                     the White horse restaurant, Ditchling
Wed 11th Mar  2 - 5 pm                      Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions
MiD sUsseX AssociAtion nAtionAl trUst                                             clair hall, haywards heath  
thurs 12th Mar 2.30 pm                                       Ancient Roads - Journeys Through Thrace & Italy - Jan Parsons
rBl clAyton & KeyMer WoMens section                               legion hQ, Woodsland road, hassocks
thurs 12th Mar 3 pm Mayor of Cuckfield - Evelyn Stenning
hAyWArDs heAth FrienDs oF st cAtherine’s hospice                   Wivelsfield Village hall
Fri 13th Mar 2 pm Annual Bridge Drive to book call 01444 440452
BUrgess hill heritAge & history society cyprus hall, cyprus road, Burgess hill                                           
Fri 13th Mar 8 pm The Archaeology of the South Downs National Park - John Manley
hAssocKs Wi Adastra hall, hassocks                                          
Mon 16th Mar 7.45 pm Shops & Shopping
hUrst, hAssocKs & Ditchling U3A hurstpierpoint Village centre                                          
Mon 16th Mar 2 pm Where Do Novelists get their ideas from? - Bobbie Derbyshire
Ditchling VillAge AssociAtion Ditchling Village hall
tues 17th Mar 9.45 - 11 am                                                        Coffee Morning run by Ditchling Orchard Group
MiD-sUsseX heAlthcAre pAtient pArticipAtion United reformed church, hassocks                                          
thurs 19th Mar 7 pm AGM! Hear from MidSussex Wellbeing and services it provides
stAr cineMA                                                                                                                  Adastra hall, hassocks
Fri 20th Mar 7 pm                                                                                    Film - Yesterday.  Tickets on the door
sUsseX chorUs King’s church, Burgess hill rh15 9lr                                          
sat 21st Mar 7.30 pm Bach - St John Passion.  Tickets eventbrite.co.uk
hAssocKs toWnsWoMen Age concern, hassocks
tues 24th Mar 2.30 pm                                                         AGM - Kent, Sussex & Surrey Air Ambulance
hAssocKs jAzz lUnch hassocks hotel, hassocks
tues 24th Mar 11.30 am   Trad Jazz and Lunch.  Bookings only call 01273 842113.  All welcome
hAssocKs VillAge MArKet                                                                              national tyres Forecourt
sat 28th Mar 9 am – 1 pm                                                     Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 



Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

Chimney Clean Sweep
Your local APICS & HETAS approved 

Chimney Sweep & Stove Installer
Birds Nests Removed, Stoves Serviced, Cowls & Caps Fitted,

Jamie Roberts 07810 888552 | 01273 082003
jamie@chimneycleansweep.com  www.chimneycleansweep.com

ChurChes TogeTher   united reformed Church, hassocks
sat 28th Mar 10 am - 12 pm              Messy Church - Activity morning for adults and children with refreshments
Paws & Claws                                                                                                                adastra hall, hassocks
sat 28th Mar 10 am - 12 pm                                                                                                            Spring Fair
walking wiTh You
Tues 31st Mar 7.30 pm Free support group for those who have had pregnancy or baby loss. Call 07974 729566
hursTPierPoinT PlaYers                                                                        Players Theatre, hurstpierpoint
31st Mar - 4th april 7.45 pm                     The Gingerbread Lady by Neil Simon.  Tickets www.hurstplayers.org.uk

~~ Clubs with Multi Events ~~

ClaYTon, keYMer & hassoCks Parish ChurChes                               
sun 22nd March 9.45 am                            Mothering Sunday Family Service at St Comas & St Damian Church
sun 22nd March 9.45 am        Cafe Style Service & Science Versus Faith - Dr Wedgewood at St Francis Church  
hursTPierPoinT horTiCulTural soCieTY hurstpierpoint Village Centre
Tues 10th Mar 7.45 pm                                                                          Recycling in West Sussex - Colin McFarlin
sat 14th Mar 2.15 pm                               Spring Show - Schedules from Gibsons or email greenhpp@tiscali.co.uk 
hursT Village CineMa hurstpierpoint Players Theatre
For films and showing times visit www.hurstfilms.com
keYMer Folk DanCe Club                                                     united reformed Church hall, hassocks                                                                 
2nd, 16th & 30th Mar 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                       Club Callers.  All welcome    
MiD sussex olDer PeoPles CounCil                                                             hurstpierpoint College
3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th Mar 2.30 pm.            Free IT Sessions for over 60’s, turn up with your device or use theirs 
MiD sussex aMaTeur raDio Cyprus hall, burgess hill
Fri 6th Mar 7.45 pm Radio Night
Fri 13th Mar 7.45 pm Talk - Phil G4UDU ‘SDR-Remote Radio’
Fri 20th Mar 7.45 pm Radio Night & Table Top Sale
Fri 27th Mar 7.45 pm AGM



IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 

Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

(Roland Emmett continued from last month) In 1953
Malcolm Muggeridge became editor of Punch and
began systematic changes, but Emett continued to pub-
lish his work there, albeit less frequently. After a
spread in Life magazine on 5 July 1954, his work was
much in demand in the United States. 
He turned more and more to designing and supervising
the building of what he called his "things" – always
with silly names such as The Featherstone-Kite Open-
work Basketweave Mark Two Gentleman’s Flying Ma-
chine, two copies of which exist, one of which was
displayed in a glass case in the Merrion Centre, Leeds,
the other on permanent display at the Mid-America
Science Museum in Hot Springs, Arkansas. In the mid-
1960’s he was commissioned by Honeywell to create a
mechanical computer, which he named The Forget-
Me-Not Computer. In 1968 he designed the elaborate
inventions of Caractacus Potts (played by Dick Van
Dyke) for the film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 
In 1973 his water-powered musical clock, The Aqua
Horological Tintinnabulator, was installed on the lower
floor of the Victoria Centre, Nottingham, until 2010. In
2015 it was reinstalled, refurbished and in full working
order, to a new location on the upper mall. When com-
missioned, it played Rameau's Gigue en rondeau II
from the E-minor suite of his Pièces de Clavecin when
striking the hour and half hour. Later modification en-

abled it to perform every fifteen minutes (the playback
system was changed from tape to compact disc).[4][5] 
Whimsical map of Hemel Hempstead and its neigh-
bours, erected in 1960 on the side of what is claimed to
be the first multi-storey car park in the UK
A 30-foot-square mosaic by Emett, installed around
1960, can be seen on the side of the NCP car park in
The Marlowes, Hemel Hempstead. 
The Cats Cradle Pussiewillow III clock was commis-
sioned by Basildon New Town and inaugurated by
Michael Bentine on 7 August 1981. It is on display at
Eastgate Shopping Centre in Basildon. 
His larger works, such as Emettland, went on extended
tours, ending up in prestigious venues such as the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C.. The On-
tario Science Centre in Toronto has a collection of
about ten Emett creations and every December dis-
plays the restored working pieces, usually under the
title "Dream Machines". 
The Mid-America Science Museum has had four of his
inventions on permanent display for most of the mu-
seum's existence. 
When asked how he came up with his strange designs,
Emett remarked, "It is a well known fact that all inven-
tors get their first ideas on the back of an envelope. I
take slight exception to this, I use the front so that I
can incorporate the stamp and then the design is al-



one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

ready half done."
Honours: In the 1978 New Year Honours, described as
"Artist and Inventor", he was
awarded an OBE. 
He died on 13 November 1990 in a
Sussex nursing home. 
Exhibitions:There is a permanent ex-
hibition of representative examples
of Emett's work at Stoneywish Na-
ture reserve in Ditchling.
An exhibition of Emett's work was
held at the Chris Beetles Gallery in
London, and an accompanying fully
illustrated catalogue written by
Jacqui Grossart, entitled Rowland
Emett from "Punch" to "Chitty-
Chitty-Bang-Bang" and Beyond ,
was published by Chris Beetles Ltd.
in 1988.
Until the early 2000s, the "Feather-
stone-Kite Openwork Basketweave
Mark Two Gentleman’s Flying Ma-
chine" was on permanent display in the Merrion Cen-
tre, Leeds in England in its own glass display cabinet,
and activated every 30 minutes demonstrating the ki-
netic functions of the sculpture. It has since been re-

moved from display, but is periodically exhibited in the
main thoroughfares along with several other Emett

sculptures owned by the Centre's
management. 
An exhibition entitled Engines of
Enchantment: The Cartoons and
Machines of Rowland Emett, with
accompanying lectures (including
one by his daughter), was held at
The Cartoon Museum in London
in 2009. 
In 2014, the Birmingham Mu-
seum and Art Gallery held an ex-
hibition of Rowland Emett's
cartoons and machines, including
the five surviving 'inventions'
from Chitty-Chitty-Bang-Bang
(all in working order), television
interviews with Emett, and cine-
footage of the 1951 Festival of
Britain railway. The BMAG cites
"This exhibition will be the

biggest ever display of Emett's work, which is loved
by many across the world and will tell the story of his
life, living and working in Birmingham."

Info from Wikipedia

The Cats Cradle Pussiewillow III clock



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

HATE IRONING?
Let me do it for you

Tel 07748 584409 (Hurstpierpoint)

IT PROVED TO BE A NEW YEAR TO REMEM-

BER WHEN THREE YOUNG GIRLS’ VISITS TO

THEIR LOCAL GARDEN CENTRE SAW THEM

COME AWAY WITH PRIZES AFTER WINNING

FESTIVE COMPETITIONS.  Emily-Mai Martin,
who is five and from Hassocks, went with dad, Sean, to
South Down Nurseries to collect prizes; not only for her-
self but also for her four-year-old cousin, Max O’Neill.
The pair entered a contest run at the family-run garden
centre throughout the Christmas holiday. Entrants had to

follow clues to find eight of Santa’s Elves hiding
throughout the Brighton Road business. 
Also victorious in the garden centre’s festive fun was
four-year-old Nancy Nutley who won the Christmas
colouring competition staged in the centre’s popular cof-
fee shop.
Each are pictured collecting their prizes from Rob Prior.                                  

Rebecca Houghton-Knapp



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Curtains • Pelmets • Blinds
Loose Covers • Cushions

A selection of quality fabrics can be brought to

your home or supply your own fabric.

Tel. 01273 833614
Email: pncook@hotmail.co.uk

Nina Cook

Soft Furnishings

SPRING FAIR Saturday 28th March at Adastra Hall,
Hassocks from 10 am to 12 noon.  Come along to this
popular event with its variety of stalls. Included are de-
licious homemade cakes, jewellery, gifts, toiletries, bric
à brac, accessories, toys, books, cat items, cards, DVDs.
CDs, and more like trying your hand at the prize every
time tombola, the bumper raffle and enjoying refresh-
ments. Small entrance fee.                      Claire Richard

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY On Thursday, 5th
March our film will be Can You Ever Forgive Me the
true story of best-selling celebrity biographer, Lee Israel,
who made her living during the ‘70s and ‘80s profiling
the lives of people like Katharine Hepburn, Tallulah
Bankhead and Estee Lauder.  However, it is now 1991
and Lee is drinking too much, writing too little and get-
ting nothing published.  While researching her current
project, a biography of Fanny Brice, sadly a non-starter,
she chances upon some authentic but rather bland letters
from the star – yet, with a spicy postscript added to the
letter by Lee, its value suddenly rockets.  Spurred on by
this result, she then attempts to revitalise her career by
forging letters from deceased authors and playwrights
such as Dorothy Parker and Noel Coward enlisting the
help of her drinking buddy, Jack, who assists by hawking
them round bookshops with quite some success initially.
Lee believes that hers are better than the originals!
Hugely entertaining film with brilliant performances
from Melissa McCarthy and Richard E Grant.

Director:  Marielle Heller   US   English 2017   106 min-
utes    15 Cert.
The film will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
film start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased
by the glass beforehand.  There is ample free parking be-
hind the hall.  Guests and temporary members are wel-
come for the sum payable at the door.

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel

BRIGHTON CONSORT, WITH THOMAS
ALLERY (HARPSICHORD), EXPLORE ARCHI-
TECTURE, MATHEMATICS AND MUSIC If you’re
intrigued about how these subjects are connected the
next concert by Brighton Consort will help explain the
mystery! Entitled “Locus Iste” (literally “This place”),
the concert will feature a variety of much loved choral
works. There will also be a real treat in the form of music
by J.S. Bach for solo harpsichord, performed by the up-
and-coming professional soloist, Thomas Allery. In-
cluded in the choral pieces will be Bruckner’s setting of
Locus Iste, as well as the famous Allegri Miserere –
noted for its top Cs in the soprano part – and works by
Machaut, Dufay, William Byrd and Herbert Howells. 
The concert will take place on Saturday 7th March at
7.30 pm in St George’s Church, Kemptown, Brighton.
Tickets can be purchased online at www.brightoncon-
sort.org.uk, or by ringing 01273 833746, or on the door.

Mike Clemens



JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

ACUPUNCTURE
With Katie Kirby, Dip Ac TCM, MAcS TCM

I can help you with:

Call Katie on 07854 987806

Or email acupuncturehassocks@gmail.com

•Hormonal Issues (periods, PMT, fertility, menopause)

•Aches & Pains (muscle pain, joint problems)

•Stress, Anxiety, Sleep problems

•Chemotherapy side effects

•General Wellbeing/Disease Prevention

•Plus much more!

TODAY A READER, TOMORROW A LEADER At
Downlands, we love to read.  Every day at 2 pm we Drop
Everything and Read (DEAR time) for 10 minutes.
Teachers and students alike read together.  Our vision
here is to create a learning culture in which pupils leave
Downlands confident and highly literate citizens who are
lifelong readers, able to deconstruct and make sense of
the complex world they inhabit. A world in which they
can articulate their feelings and opinions through the
spoken and written word. We will ensure that every
child makes the most of their considerable potential
order to flourish and excel.
Last year, we set the students a reading challenge.  Clara
Davies in Year 9 tells the story better than me:
“At the beginning of 2019, my tutor, Miss Millington,
challenged me (to my initial horror) to read 52 books in
the coming year. At first, I thought a book a week would

be absolutely impossible,
but I became accustomed
to the idea and quite liked
it; I love reading anyway,
so I’d just have to do it
more often, right?
In the end, much to the
shock of everyone around
me (including myself!) I
managed to finish - and a
couple of weeks before the
deadline! I went from
reading 200 page books to
1000 page books; I cer-
tainly discovered some

great ones along the way too. One of my favourite books
was The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern. It was en-

chanting and enthralling - I definitely recommend it to
all of you. I’d also recommend giving the Book a
Week/52 Books in a Year challenge a go because it really
does encourage you to read more often and it expands
the genres of books you read. Try it!”
You can’t beat curling up with a great book.  As Jeanette
Winterson said “Books and doors are the same thing.
You open them, and you go through into another world.”                                              

Nicki Burston

THE TURNER-DUMBRELL FOUNDATION The
Trustees are looking to fund applications for interesting
and innovative projects that benefit the community while
closely reflecting the Foundation’s grant making objec-
tives.
These are:  To support charitable institutions or charita-
ble purposes in Ditchling or in the immediate locality,
with particular reference to St Margaret’s Church; Edu-
cation and the Practice of Preventive Cardiology (by the
encouragement of healthy lifestyle and exercise).
The income that enables the Foundation to make grants,
comes from the letting of the agricultural land at Lodge
Hill and Bowries Fields, together with rents from the
Turner-Dumbrell Workshops and the generous endow-
ment from the Settler Dr Richard Turner.
In 2019 we made grants totalling £16,500.
Application forms are available on our website at
www.turner-dumbrell.org/grants or can be requested
in writing from the secretary: Mr John Wood, 10 The
Dymocks, Ditchling, Hassocks, West Sussex  BN6 8SU
email secretary@turner-dumbrell.org

Completed applications should be sent to the secretary
by email, no later than 30th April.                

John Wood



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

MOT • SERVICING • REPAIRS

All makes of cars • Diagnostics • Brakes 

ECU Re-mapping • DPF Filters 

EGR Solutions

Call Grant on 07803 090409
rrautocareltd@gmail.com • www.rrautocare.co.uk

HERE AT THE ACORNS NURSERY AND FOREST
SCHOOL, it’s a magical time of year as the natural
world bursts into life after its winter slumbers. We see
buds and green leaves appearing on the trees; birds mak-
ing their nests; flowers blossoming and insects waking
up and getting busy. With binoculars, magnifying glasses
and trowels, children are curious, exploring, discovering
and asking lots of questions: scientists in the making!
Many parents who seek this holistic approach to learning,
are deferring their child’s entry to school. The Acorns is
registered for 2-8 years, and, being run by Janet Irwin, a
qualified teacher, welcomes children deferring entry to
school or being home-educated. It offers a traditional cur-
riculum, with lots of outdoor play and forest school ad-
ventures woven into the day. In addition, at Westmeston
near Ditchling, The Acorns holds ‘Stay and Play’ ses-
sions for toddlers and carers, forest school sessions for
home-educated children and, in Lindfield, childcare be-
fore and after nursery. 
“The endless interest and enthusiasm of the staff really
do set a standard that other nurseries would struggle to
meet. Just take a visit and see for yourself,” Westmeston
parent. 
We have places for children to join us and new members
of staff too! 
Telephone 01444 455081 janetirwin@janetirwin.com, 
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com.  

Janet Irwin

HULLO AGAIN! We hope you have not forgotten
when we were the ‘Friends and Neighbours’! We are
getting together again to join you in celebrating the 75th
Anniversary of V.E. Day with an afternoon of war-time
singalongs - some entertainment too of course - at the
Adastra Hall, Hassocks on Saturday 2nd May. We hope
to raise monies for the Royal British Legion Poppy Ap-
peal.
Friends and Neighbours officially disbanded last year but
a Xmas card from David Sachon, our usual M.C. asking
if there were any plans for this important Anniversary -
well - that was all it needed to set the wheels in motion
and a quick ‘phone-round’ proved excitingly successful
- we have all missed your company! So we are working
on a programme with stars such as Dame Vera Lynn;
Gracie Fields; Billy Cotton and others in mind - what
wonderful songs kept us going during those war years -
‘memories are made of this!’
So please note the date 2nd May in your diary and cal-
endar and watch out for more details in the next issue.
We are looking forward to seeing you all again.   

Dorrie

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Meets on the last Friday of
each month in the Guides’ HQ, Trinity Road Car Park.
At each meeting we have a presentation, by an expert
speaker on a subject with a historical or geographical
flavour. The March meeting will be on 27th March
when Margaret Nicolle will give a presentation on the
Art of the Poster through History. 
Come along and join us.  New members are always wel-
come. Contact me (the Chairman) 01273 832280.

Bill Kent



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

K E Y S T A G E   1  AND  2   T U I T I O N
Reading  • Writing • Maths • SATs prep

KIM SNAPE B,Ed (Hons). Qualified Teacher
DBS checked, 30 years experience  

Hassocks  07471 180421 • kimsnape28@gmail.com
www.privatetuitioninmidsussexkimsnape.com

Mothers Day 22nD March
reMeMber ! MuMs love nothing 

better than a hoMe cookeD roast

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm* • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm* excluding Bank Holidays

A. Twine Butcher
27 Keymer Road, Hassocks   01273 842296

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook • Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP 1st Wednes-
day of each month 2 pm at Guide HQ, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint.
This time last year we were quite anxious - would any-
body turn up to this new group? Here we are one year
later with 41 members and three sub-groups: textiles,
walking and lunch club. Many thanks to all the mem-
bers for helping to make this such a success. We have
an interesting programme planned for the coming year
including talks/presentations on - Scams, Re-cycling,
Magistrates, Action for Deafness, Bees, Out of Africa,
Oldland Mill, and the Belgian Royal Family & Links
with UK Royal Family. Do come along - you will be
made most welcome. A charge for visitors.
On 4th March Sam Collier from National Westminster
Bank is coming to talk to us about Scams.
For more information contact Dianne 01273 835284 or
myself 01273 649023.                                 

Ann Tranter

HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN GUILD Members
of the Hassocks Townswomen’s Guild met for their
first meeting of the New Year on the 28th January.  
It was a pleasure to welcome back Mr Tony Turner
whose expected talk on the construction of the Suez
Canal had to be postponed due to technical difficulties
but replaced by a fascinating account of the fortunes of
the famous Tea Clipper, the Cutty Sark.  Built in 1869,
the vessel had a chequered career, initially sailing to
China with general cargo and returning to England with
a consignment of tea, running into many tons. Built for
speed, although she was not quite the fastest clipper on
the China Tea Run.  Cutty Sark collected her final tea
cargo in 1877 and from then traded in general cargo

such as coal and wool and other commodities.  She was
then sold to a Portuguese company and renamed Fer-
reira.
She returned to England after being purchased from her
last owners by a retired sea captain who in 1923 re-
stored her to her original name, and subsequently gifted
her to the Thames Nautical Training College.     
Now fully restored after a disastrous fire in 2007 she
was reopened to the public in 2012 and can be seen in
Greenwich.    
After a vote of thanks to Mr Turner for his excellent
talk, tea was served and the raffle drawn.
If you would like to come and join us, we meet at the
Pauline Thaw Centre on the fourth Tuesday of the
month.    Any information can be sought from Mrs
Sheila Southwell on 01273 841106.

Avril Williams

OLDLAND MILL This year marks the 40th Anniver-
sary of the commencement of restoration works of Old-
land Mill. This tremendous hard work and dedication
from volunteers is set to be celebrated throughout the
year, further details to follow.
Our first Open Afternoon of 2020 will be on Sunday
5th April, 2 - 5pm. Come and see inside the oldest reg-
ularly working windmill in Sussex, where the sweeps
will be turning if the weather is favourable. Refresh-
ments, memorabilia and our own flour available. No
vehicles allowed at the Mill. Please park in Grand Av-
enue near the Thatched Inn and either walk up Old-
lands Lane or make use of the complimentary minibus.
Further details on the website: 
www.oldlandwindmill.co.uk.                 

Rebecca Street



• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 01273
844461 Office hours between 9 am – 3.45 pm. 
www.achassocks.co.uk, email: enquiries@achas-
socks.co.uk Follow us on Facebook Age Concern Has-
socks. We have our own Charity Shop and Chiropodist
(Paul Dixon phone 01273 855760).
Our New Shop will soon be ready! We are extending it
to have a lot more selling space, a changing room and a
large store room. We need you! Volunteers needed! We
are looking for more volunteers to help serve and sort
items in the new shop. If you are interested please do
come and have a chat with us!
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks/batteries are held here
by Action for Deafness on the first Tuesday of each
month 9.30 am, but only that day per month – NHS Only
– just turn up and a waiting system is in place. On other
days we do not hold batteries here, you do need to con-
tact your supplier for these.
Are you bored and lonely? Or do you know someone
that is? How about coming along to our centre where
you can have a nice hot chocolate, selection of coffees
and tea and cake and meet some new friends. We also
serve lunch at 12.15 pm, two or three courses at a very
reasonable rate. We put our menu on our website every
Friday, www.achassocks.co.uk. Do come along one
day and have a look at our centre. Transport can be pro-

vided locally. We are your local Social Centre providing
a warm and inviting environment to encourage people
to venture out of their homes. If you would like to just
come along one day please feel free to pop in and take a
look.
I Pad and Phone lessons held on Tuesday mornings from
9.30 am until 11 am (Not school holidays). Chiropodist
here every day please call 01273 855760 Do note this
new number! 
Knit and Natter – do come along on a Wednesday morn-
ing for a chat with fellow knitters, we are again knitting
squares for the Salvation Army so please do come
along. If anyone does have some double knitting wool
to donate to us we would be very grateful.
Well Balanced Community Falls Prevention Service, in
partnership with Mid Sussex Wellbeing and Active
House Solutions are holding Balance classes here every
Wednesday afternoon. Please call 01444 477191 to
book your place.
We have Scrabble, German Scrabble, Art, Canasta,
Mahjong, Knit and Natter, Table Tennis , Bingo and
Craft sessions held here – new members always wel-
come please do come in and ask us in the office or take
a look at our website. We regularly arrange in house en-
tertainment and outings too.

Age Concern



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

JB LAWNMOWING
Free Estimates

Call Jonathan 

07974 582413
or email: beachjonathan16@gmail.com

ANNOUNCING NATURE 2020 Throughout 2020,
our local landscape will be coming alive with events cel-
ebrating the unique habitats and species of our natural
environment as part of Nature2020.
Nature2020 events connecting people and nature will be
springing up throughout the year and across The Living
Coast, Brighton & Lewes Downs UNESCO World Bios-
phere Reserve.
Supported by Brighton & Hove City Council, a coalition
of local environmental organisations has set up Na-
ture2020 to celebrate the richness and significance of the
local environment, and actively engage more people in
the care and conservation of local nature.
This year marks the end of the UN Decade on Biodiver-
sity, and is an opportunity to reflect on the state of
wildlife and conservation both globally and locally. The
Nature2020 programme aims to raise awareness of, and
connect people to, the environment we live and work in.
Flagship events so far include: Brighton Festival Chil-
dren’s Parade – ‘Nature’s Marvels’, Global City Nature
Challenge, Wildflower planting in Westdene, Youth Bio-
diversity Conference, Children’s art exhibitions at
ONCA and at schools in the region, The Living Coast
Biosphere conference.
The full calendar, which is being added to on a regular
basis, can be found at: www.nature2020.org.uk/whats-
on Any organisation or group interested hosting their

own event as part of Nature2020 is welcome to submit
their details via the portal on the website (conditions
apply). 
What could you do to help biodiversity in your area in
20 seconds? 20 minutes? 20 hours? 20 days? Make a dif-
ference in 2020 and beyond! Share your ideas and
achievements via Twitter - Nature2020 @2020nature,
also on Facebook/Nature2020
“UNESCO World Biospheres are designated as global
examples of sustainable development, with nature con-
servation, environmental engagement and education as
part of their key purpose. Nature2020 is a fantastic op-
portunity for everyone to celebrate and learn about our
world class environment of Downs, towns and coast,
bringing people and nature together to inspire a positive
future, today. Together we are The Living Coast.’” –
Sarah Dobson, The Living Coast Biosphere Programme
Manager.                           

R Sandercock

THE FINAL AGM OF THE MILLENNIUM GAR-
DEN TRUST will be held on Tuesday, 3rd March, at 7
pm in the Club Room of the Village Centre. After a short
meeting there will be a review of some of the highlights
over the past 20 years. Members and visitors welcome.
Enquiries: Secretary 01273 832756.  

Sheila McNeill



The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk         info@thehassocks.co.uk

Come & watCh

all your

favourite

sports in full

hD on 

sky sports  

& Bt sport 

FUNCTION ROOM 
FOR HIRE

BOOKINGS NOW BEING
TAKEN FOR 2021 !!

Self Contained with Bar*, 

Fridays are Free for Charity Events
Fully Air Conditioned 

PA System or DJ Available
Seating for up to 90 people 

3 Course Meals or 
Hot & Cold Buffets available
Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. 

Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More
Call Chris or Lisa on

01273 842113 for details.
*Terms and conditions apply

sunday 22nd March 2020
MuMs eat for free (main course only)

Book your table now for either 12 noon or 2pm



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

HASSOCKS TWINNING ASSOCIATION My name
is Stephanie White and I am delighted to write this arti-
cle as the new Chair of the Hassocks Twinning Associ-
ation, especially as I have been involved with this
organisation from its foundation over thirty years ago. I
would like to particularly thank Carolyn Barlow, the out-
going Chair, who has been leading this organisation so
enthusiastically and successfully for over ten years. Such
commitment and dedication from Carolyn and the com-
mittee members have enabled the Twinning Association
to flourish and, thus, we are looking forward to the next
phase of our friendship and activities with our French
and German friends in Montmirail and Waldmichelbach.
This year we are looking forward to a range of events in
which we will be involved, starting with the May Fayre
on Friday 8th May, when we will be running our ever-
successful Tombola Stall. A new and exciting social
event, to which all members will be invited, is a ‘bistro’
night at Bella and Megs with a date to be finalised in late
April. On 20th June we are going to participate this year
in the Downlands Fayre where we hope to meet and en-
gage with the Twinning Association members of the fu-
ture! Last and by no means least, we are looking forward
to the arrival of our friends from both Montmirail and
Waldmichelbach for a great social weekend in Septem-
ber. The exact date is currently being finalised.
We are very keen to welcome new members to the Twin-

ning Association and to engage with any societies in the
village or surrounding area who are interested in build-
ing links with France and Germany. This may be a link
which already exists, a link which you would like to
rekindle or it may be that this is a completely new ven-
ture for your association or society.
We are very happy to facilitate such links with Montmi-
rail and Waldmichelbach so please if you are interested
in setting this up, do contact the Twinning Association
via the following email
stephaniewhite@btinternet.com.
If you would like more information, would like to help
or contribute at our events or would like to join our
Twinning Association please contact HTAcaroli-
neSS@gmail.com
I very much look forward to meeting up over the forth-
coming events and forging strong links within our com-
munity and the communities of Montmirail and
Waldmichelbach.                                          

SJ White

PATIENT PARTICIPATION Mid Sussex Healthcare
PPG AGM! Hear from Mid Sussex Wellbeing and the
services it provides at United Reform Church, Hassocks,
on 19th March at 7 pm. 
Contact midsussex.healthcareppg@gmail.com for any
more information. Hannah Loram

ta17:Layout 1  12/02/2020  13:25  Page 1



01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

Painting and Decorating
M.A.Flowers

City and Guilds Qualified  

Over 30 years experience

Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Senior Citizen Price Reduction 

Friendly & Reliable Service

contact Martin on

01444 245824 

07834 630434

martinflowers1234@yahoo.co.uk

THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL the children
are taught how to be fantastic learners and brilliant citi-
zens.   Underpinning all we do are our core values
of: kindness, respect, courage, curiosity, independence
and perseverance.  To help the children really understand
these and learn about them, one value is chosen to focus
on every fortnight.  During those weeks we spend time
talking with the children about the key value and this is
our focus for assemblies.   Displays are created around
the school to demonstrate the value, giving children and
teachers the chance to reflect on what they have learnt
and ways the value has been shown, perhaps by a show
of kindness or courage.  You can see from comments
made by the children how they relate the school values
to their learning and daily lives:  “This year, I’ve realised
that values don’t have to be shown in a big way - it’s all
about doing little things right all through the day.”; “All
the values link up. To be a successful learner you need
to use all the values. For example if you want to find out
more about something you need to be curious and inde-
pendent.”; “The values were really important on Sports
Day - our team captain kept encouraging us to show per-
severance, courage, respect and kindness as we com-
peted.” 
We are proud to say that members of the school’s sports
teams and children taking part in locality events always

display many of our school values.   Our cross country
runners are a good example of this with all of them hav-
ing finished in the top 15 in December’s district event.
We are delighted to tell you that five of the seven runners
who qualified went through to the next round and are
still in the competition with another event still to come!
They have all shown great perseverance, particularly
having spent many lunchtimes in training, despite the re-
cent spell of wet weather!        

Sue Bandy

RESULT OF HERBIE FLOWERS CONCERTS

The two sold-out concerts given by Herbie Flowers and
Friends on Sunday January 5 in Ditchling Village Hall
raised £4200 for the Mighty Magnus Medicine Fund,
which is providing funding for 8-year-old Magnus’s non-
NHS cancer treatment.
Magnus’s family would like to extend their deep grati-
tude to Herbie and his fellow musicians and to all those
who supported the concerts or donated.  Their generosity
is greatly appreciated.
Thanks are also due to all those who provided the mag-
nificent raffle prizes, including several Ditchling busi-
nesses – in particular Black Dog Hill Winery, White
Horse pub, The Nutmeg Tree café and The Green Wellie
café.                                               

Sylvia Bain
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Hello again. We are your local kitchen specialists. You can follow our progress month by month in this
magazine. We do thoughtful kitchen makeovers but we also start from scratch and do complete kitchen
projects. We are brilliant at small kitchens but we have also done stunning bespoke kitchens in great coun-
try houses. Recently we have worked for people with some physical issues. We are clever at making every-
thing much more accessible. Our cabinets and worktops are bespoke. Which means we can make them
any shape or size to suit your space. Our most ingenious designs come from the way we utilise dead corner
space. We are master drawer makers. All our drawers are made with traditional dovetails and fitted on su-
perbly engineered self- closing runners. As you can see from the picture we make funky /clever larder units.
Our average larder with racks on the back of the doors will store 300 average tins. The cost of our bespoke
cabinets is about the same as the high street shops which only make standard sizes. I have been designing
kitchens for some years. I have some clever solutions you might not have thought of. In 1988 I was made
European kitchen designer of the year for designing the same kitchen fifteen different ways. 
We do little jobs or we do complete projects. If you just want a few cosmetic changes we won’t try to sell
you a whole new kitchen…but if you do want a whole new kitchen then we are seriously patient, thoughtful,
organised and detailed. We are just putting new worktops on a small kitchen in Hurst. In another we are
just changing tired old oak doors for white glossy handle less doors. It’s amazing what a new zing fresh
new doors can bring. In January we spent two weeks stripping back some really fine oak doors and frames,
sanding them back to the bare wood, and then re-varnishing them.
They look better than when they were first made.  We are very ver-
satile. 
If you are seriously contemplating a brand new kitchen project the
most important thing is project management. If you need a com-
plete new kitchen it’s disruptive. Old cabinets need removing.
Walls need plastering. New electrical work is usually essential.
Then there’s the plumbing, fitting, flooring, decorating etc. If you
order a new kitchen from us you get me, Stephen Hamilton, as the
project manager from the beginning to the end. For this reason I
do over ninety per cent of my work in a five mile radius from our
workshops which are based in Ditchling. It keeps life simple and
organised
My first visit is around forty minutes. I do lots of scribbles and
present lots of different possibilities. 
I try to work around your budget. Then I disappear and leave you
to mull it over. For as long as you like. No pressure. Afterwards you
can visit our workshops/showrooms. Sometimes we take clients
round to see one of our recently finished projects. That way you
really get to see our attention to every last detail. 

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

Kitchens and bedrooms in Hassocks Hurst and Ditchling

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!



SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

PROSTATE CANCER AWARENESS MONTH:

March is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month.  Organised
by Prostate Cancer UK, this special month aims to raise
awareness of prostate cancer, as well as raise money so
the charity can provide even better support to both suf-
ferers and their families.
The prostate (found only in men), is located just below
the bladder and produces some of the fluid in semen. The
prostate fluid protects sperm during intercourse. While
the prostate often enlarges as men get older, for many
men it doesn’t cause any problems.
Prostate cancer is important because of the total number
of men nationally and worldwide that are affected.
Prostate cancer affects 40,000 men in the UK every year.
It is estimated that 250,000 men in the UK live with
prostate cancer but sadly 10,000 of them will die of the
disease each year. It is most common in older men with
the majority of newly diagnosed men in their 70s to 80s.
It is rare for men to have prostate cancer under the age
of 50.
There are strong familial links in prostate cancer with
men being two and a half times more likely to get
prostate cancer if their brother has prostate cancer. Black
Caribbean or black African men have three times greater
risk than white men.
The common symptoms of prostatic enlargement are re-
duced urine flow, increased number of day and night

voids, urgency, hesitancy at the start and a persistent
dribble towards the end of urine flow. However, these
symptoms merely indicate an increase in prostate size
and not of the nature of this enlargement and are there-
fore a poor indicator for the presence of cancer.
If you are suffering from any of these symptoms, the
prostate can be assessed with a rectal examination,
which will highlight if the prostate is enlarged, and a
blood test. The higher the score of the PSA (Prostate
Specific Antigen) then the higher the risk of cancer being
present. This test is a good indicator but not always con-
clusive and further tests may be required.
It comes as figures show more than half of men don’t
actually know where their prostate is.  It’s the second
biggest cancer killer in men.                     Janet Francis

DITCHLING DOWNS WI held their first meeting of
2020 in their new venue, Ditchling Village Hall, on
Tuesday 7th January. Our speaker for the evening was
Neil Sadler, who gave us a very entertaining talk on the
subject “(Almost) Death in Paradise: The Caribbean, Pi-
rates and Rum.”
For our March meeting the speaker will be Melinda
Stone on the subject “The Illustrated History of Herst-
monceux Castle” taking place on Tuesday 3rd March

in the Ditchling Village Hall – 7 for 7.30 pm. Visitors
welcome.                                                       Sally Willis
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John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394
ACUPUNCTURE
Improve your health naturally

Call Claire: 07873 393936

www.acupunctureorigins.com

HURST PLAYERS SPRING PRODUCTION Hot on
the heels of the successful 2019 annual pantomime at the
re-vamped Players Theatre which ended its run on 26th
January, the Hurstpierpoint Players have started re-
hearsals for the spring production of Neil Simon’s “The
Gingerbread Lady”. It’s a play full of the usual Neil
Simon wit, as diva Evy returns home from a stay in
rehab to be greeted by Jimmy, her penniless actor friend
still awaiting his big break. Will Jimmy lead his friend
into her former bad habits? Will her not very nice ‘ex’
encourage or discourage her - and will the party she or-
ganises to celebrate her ‘freedom’ allow her to stay on
or fall off the wagon. Meanwhile her best friend is strug-
gling with a request for a divorce and asks Evy’s advice
and her estranged daughter decides to come home to
look after her! Full of snappy and very funny one-lin-
ers The Gingerbread Lady will be directed by Richard
Coney and presented at the Players’ Theatre on the High
Street each evening from 31st March to 4th April at
7.45 pm. Tickets available towards the end of February
online at www.hurstplayers.org.uk and later from the
Theatre Box Office.                                 Anne Hopper

STAR CINEMA The March film on Friday 20th
March is Yesterday. After a freak bus accident during a
mysterious global blackout, Jack wakes up to discover
that The Beatles have never existed. Performing songs
by the greatest band in history to a world that has never
heard them, Jack becomes an overnight sensation with a
little help from his agent. This is a feel-good film which
is a glowing tribute to the Beatles and their music. Doors
open at 7 pm, film starts at 7 30 pm. Tickets on the door.
Wine, tea, coffee, soft drinks, plus raffle. A must for all
Beatles fans!                                              Liz Edmunds

CLAYTON, KEYMER AND HASSOCKS PARISH
CHURCHES Do join us on Mothering Sunday at St
Cosmas and St Damian Church at Keymer for our Moth-
ering Sunday Family Service on Sunday 22nd March
at 9.45 am. Or if you don’t fancy that there is an alterna-
tive! Come to St Francis Church at Priory Road, Has-
socks, also on Sunday 22nd March at 9.45 am for a cafe
church style service with a talk on ‘Science versus Faith’
led by Dr Orson Wedgewood. Both events are suitable
for all ages and all are welcome. Rector Alex Baxter



john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
We meet at 3 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks.  We are
a friendly group and visitors are very welcome. 
For further information about our activities, please 
contact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.
At our meeting on 12th March Evelyn Stenning, a
member of our RBL Women’s section will be giving a
talk about her time as “Mayor of Cuckfield”.  An honour
won by the person who collects the most pennies for the
nominated charitable causes, it is debateable whether
this ‘High Office’ is achieved by foul means or fair!  Suf-
fice to say it is a very competitive procedure!  The com-
petition item is a ‘Spring Flower’.  With leaden skies
outside as I write, the warmth of Spring sunshine would
be most welcomed.  
A Date for your Diary: Saturday 11th April between 
9.45 am and 11.45 am, we will be holding our Coffee
Morning at Age Concern Hassocks.  Donations for stalls:
raffle prizes, bric-a-brac, toiletries etc. are always well
received.
Items can be brought to the monthly meeting or if
needed please contact Jenny to arrange collection.  All
money raised will, as usual, go towards our benevolent
funds.  Thank you for your support, it is much appreci-
ated.  We hope to see you there.                   Liz Thomas

WORLD KIDNEY DAY 12th March.  Your body is
amazing and your kidneys play a vital part in a healthy
bodily function.  They are essential to our health, getting
rid of excess water and toxins, regulating blood pressure,
making red blood cells and helping to keep bones strong.
Every day your kidneys filter around 180 litres of blood.

Dan Magrill, Consultant Urologist explains ‘World Kid-
ney Day is an important annual campaign, encouraging
people to ensure good kidney health.’  With 1 in 11 peo-
ple getting stone symptoms in their lifetime, including
severe pain, nausea and the constant urge to urinate, we
ask Dan for his top tips to prevent kidney stones. 
Drink plenty of water to flush bacteria and toxins out of
your body, reduce the risk of kidney stones and maintain
your general urological health. Keep well hydrated, es-
pecially when engaging in activities that cause you to
sweat.  Drink throughout the day, rather than lots in one
go. There’s no need to drink expensive bottled water: tap
water is just as good!
A tip I share with most of my patients is adding lemon
juice to your drinks, this increases the levels of natural
stone inhibitors in your urine.
Don’t restrict your calcium intake, studies show that a
normal calcium intake actually protects you from future
stones; a low calcium diet can increase your chance of
stones.
Certain foods linked to kidney stones include artificial
sweeteners found in diet soft drinks, acidic food, such
as citrus, tomatoes, apples, and spicy foods.  Most people
aren’t aware that animal proteins can increase your risk
of stones and are in fact acidic and so can irritate the
bladder.
If you’re prone to kidney stones avoid oxalate-rich foods
such as rhubarb, celery, spinach, beetroot and sesame
seeds. Black tea, chocolate and nuts are all moderately
high in oxalate.  Take them in moderation.  Avoid tinned,
packet or processed foods all of which have a high salt
content too!
www.westsussexurology.co.uk

Janet Francis



STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

HASSOCKS WI Meeting Monday 20th January  at
Adastra Hall.  The meeting began with notices as usual,
and then moved on to a discussion of resolutions for the
year.  Traditionally, the members consider a number of
global issues for discussion, and vote for two to promote
awareness and action.
Jackie Leslie spoke on Helium, Maureen Dodd spoke on
Slavery, Lorraine McAleenan spoke on Stem Cell Do-
nation, Darryl Sinclair spoke on Talking About Death,
Hilary Martin spoke on Crash Dummies,
The members selected Slavery and Stem Cell Donation
as issues for 2020 resolutions.
After refreshments we were introduced to Udit Everett
from the charity ‘Singing for Better Health’ based in
Brighton and Hove.  This helps people with health issues
and long term illnesses.
Udit showed us how to sit and breathe efficiently to get
the most out of the activity. We sang with gusto from the
provided song sheets, with recorded piano music to help
us along!
After a vote of thanks, the raffle was drawn, and Presi-

dent Hilary reminded us to bring items for the food bank
next meeting.
Next meeting is Monday 16th March - Shops and Shop-
ping / Burgess Hill Theatre Co.       

Kate Hastings

HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY Recycling In West Sussex an illustrated talk by
Colin McFarlin. All the information you ever wanted to
know about this bewildering subject! At Club Suite, Vil-
lage Hall 7.45 pm Tuesday 10th March.
The Spring Show is at 2.15 pm on Saturday 14th March
in the Village Hall. Daffodils and spring flowers, floral
art, cookery, photography, novice and children’s sec-
tions.
Exhibiting is free and open to all. Schedules from Gib-
sons in Hurstpierpoint High Street or
email greenhpp@tiscali.co.uk. Tea and home-made
cake, raffle and Auction of donated exhibits at end of
show.                                                       

Kathy Green



Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

FEMALE FOUNDERS IN HASSOCKS ARE
THRIVING! Last November, Ditchling resident and
Founder of Lock Healthcare Recruitment, Abigail Lock
launched the Thrive Meetup in Hassocks with the sup-
port of The Thrive Effect - a purpose-led, membership
organisation for female founders and women in business
in Sussex.
Since then, over 60 women in business have attended the
Thrive Meetup in Hassocks to develop their business
skills and make new connections. During the first half
of the meetup, attendees learn from a female business
owner who shares her expertise or experience on a par-
ticular topic. So far, the attendees have learnt how to
present with confidence, how to create a successful
brand and how to develop customer personas. During
the second half, members participate in a peer support
session where they find practical solutions for each
other’s business challenges.
The attendees come from a range of industries and in-
clude artists, business consultants, hairdressers, mar-
keters, nutritionists, retailers, social entrepreneurs and
solicitors.
Abigail says, ‘I have really enjoyed building the Thrive
Meetup in Hassocks and getting to know other women
in business from the local area. Our attendees have told
me that they have found the meetups really inspiring and
informative and a great opportunity to meet likeminded
women’.

The group meets on the second Tuesday of the month at
the Talking Hands Coffee Shop in Hassocks. Ticket price
includes free drinks and nibbles are provided.
The next Thrive Meetup is on Tuesday, 10th March
from 6 pm to 8 pm. To purchase your ticket, go to:
www.thethriveeffect.co.uk/our-events.
If you would like to talk at a future Thrive Meetup,
please email Clare Griffiths, the Founder of The Thrive
Effect, at clare@thethriveeffect.co.uk or tweet
@TheThriveEffect.                                 Abigail Lock

HENFIELD ARTS SOCIETY will be meeting on
Monday 9th March at 2.30 pm at The Henfield Hall,
Coopers Way, Henfield BN5 6DB when David Wright
will give a brief history of Wine.  David, with thirty
years in the world of wine as a retailer and importer, will
take us on a journey through 7000 years of wine making
in the shape of decorated vessels, paintings, buildings
and literature.  Guests welcome to attend for a fee.  For
more details contact me on 01273 494633.

Stephen Wyman

DITCHLING SINGERS Our March rehearsals are on
Sunday, 1st March 4 pm to 6 pm at the Old Meeting
House in Ditchling and on Sunday, 15th March, 4 pm
to 6 pm at Keymer Church Hall.
All welcome, just come along or phone Sue on 01273
845107 or myself on 01273 845627.     Erika Chapman

iron on or sew on 
NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes

Available to order from:

qd stAtionery
52 Keymer road, Hassocks

01273 846978 

Also Suitable for: 
Retirement Home Clothing, 
Hospital Stays, Uniforms, 
Workwear, Sportswear.



For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

Barry NewmaN

GardeN aNd FeNciNG ServiceS

No Job Too Small est. 1984

01273 845063 

HURSTPIERPOINT BOWLS CLUB The 35 mem-
bers of Hurstpierpoint Bowling Club surprised former
secretary Peter Cooper at Preston Indoor Bowls Club
with a celebration lunch on his 90th Birthday.  Peter
has organised Tuesday and Friday morning sessions at
Preston for many years. Following a short address by
Denise Hall, Denise presented Peter with an engraved
bowl. Peter’s family was also in attendance and every-
one enjoyed the excellent cake that suddenly arrived.

The club President and two former Club Chairmen
were also present on this very enjoyable occasion.

Keith Jackson

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER Friday 6th March at
10.30 am, Holy Trinity Church.
World Day of Prayer is a woman led, global, ecumeni-
cal movement, which enables us to hear the
thoughts of women from all parts of the world, their
hopes, concerns and prayers. Women of Zimbabwe
have prepared this year’s service and they encourage
us all to reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have
plagued their country over many years. They share the
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for
the future .
The title of this year’s service is “Rise ,Take Up Your
Mat And Walk”.  We are asked to do this with the
women of Zimbabwe as they continue their often tur-
bulent journey towards full reconciliation.
Please do come and join with our friends from the
Methodist and Good News churches as we celebrate
this service with other churches in over 170 countries,
as prayer in many native languages travels around the
world.                                              

Veronica Aldridge



01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07
59

8 
83

64
51

MESSY CHURCH is a morning of activities for adults

and children with refreshments and food for thought and

now includes Messy Vintage.  Why not come along and

try the activities or just pop in for coffee, tea, cake and

a chat.  Organised by Churches Together in Hassocks,

the next Messy Church will be on Saturday 28th March

between 10 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United Re-

formed Church.  There is no charge and all are welcome.                                       

Darryl Sinclair

COBBS MILL OPEN DAY on 9th May from 10.30

am to 4 pm, Mill Lane, Sayers Common, Hassocks.

Come and see this beautiful mill and its associated ma-

chinery.  Witness the mighty 1908 Tangye Gas Engine

in action, still in its place of work.  

The Tangye engine is maintained and run by the local

S.E.A.M.S (Sussex Engine and Associated Machinery

Society) member Colin Williams. The engine was

brought back to life some years ago by this group. It is

still located in its original place of work and is complete

with the original gas producer plant. It is very interesting

to watch and would appeal to all age groups and is part

of our local history which a lot of people may not know

about especially newcomers to Hassocks.  

Jenni Jolley

K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,

Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 

Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81

DAVID’S GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE
INCLUDING

SOFFITS & FASCIAS • MINOR REPAIRS 
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICE

01444 244585 • 07368 326909

BINDING, LamINatING, typING,BINDING, LamINatING, typING,
ScaNNING, ScaNNING, 

FaxING & EmaILINGFaxING & EmaILING
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

phone for more details 01273 846978



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ElitE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

tElEPHONE 01273 844122

Spend more time being proactive in your business
Outsource your Books & VAT Return 

Free initial consultation • Contact Angela to discuss

07881 020550 •awbooks@sky.com

Can anyone help with naming the streams in Hassocks?

Please read the article opposite if you can. (The darker lines are the streams)



HASSOCKS STREAMS We are a small team working
for the local Rivers Trust and HKD.
Can anyone please help us find the names of the small
streams in and around Hassocks which feed into the Her-
rings Stream?
Hassocks has numerous small streams criss-crossing the
village and many of us have one st the bottom of our gar-
dens.
If you know the names of any of these stretches of water
or know anyone who does please either email
m.valpy@btinternet.com telephone 01273 841529.

Mike Valpy

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ramblers' group
for the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied programme of
walks throughout the year to suit all ages and abilities.
Our walks programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with information
about the group.   
Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends through-
out the year and vary in length from 4-12 miles.   During
the summer there are short walks on Wednesday
evenings, trial walks and leisurely nature walks.
New and experienced walkers are both very welcome
and if you would like to try one of our walks please get
in touch via the Contact Form on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our Secretary
and Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford, on 01403 255654.                                                    

Jo Mitchell

A pETITIOn HAS BEEn RAISED to persuade East
Sussex County Council to do road works to make a local
accident blackspot safer.
This is a point just east of the Half Moon public house,
on the B2116 going towards Lewes. 
The bank on the left there is non-existent for many me-
ters, and over the years several vehicles have gone off
the road down into the field. The latest was a coachload
of students from Plumpton College, several of whom
needed hospital treatment after a crash early in January,
although fortunately none of them were seriously in-
jured.
You can sign the petition by going to
www.eastsussex.gov.uk/yourcouncil/consultation/petitions
and enter the search term ‘B2116 petition’.
Please spread the word.                                           Mike

QUIZ AnD CURRY nIGHT FUnDRAISER FOR
JACK AnD JILL pLAYGROUp. Jack and Jill Play-
group is the only charity run playgroup in Hassocks. On
Friday 6th March we will be holding a Quiz and Curry
Night at the Hassocks Hotel at 7.30 pm.to help raise
monies. Quiz teams of up to 8 people (please arrange
your teams before the night).Advance tickets only are
available from QD Stationery, Judy will return as the
quiz mistress. After the curry there will be the ever pop-
ular pudding auction please could each team possibly
bring a pudding or two to auction  .                           

Jack & Jill Fundraising Committee

For all your bookkeeping needs

call or e-mail Michelle

07775 878020
mbudd1371@yahoo.comMaintenance | design | cOnstructiOn

Oliver edwards

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

CHILD STRUGGLING IN SCHOOL?
Help with Homework • Phonics • Reading

SEN • SATS • Maths (Primary - Year 10)

DBS Checked •35 yrs teaching experience 
Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE • Hassocks 07413 733556

fran_rabin@hotmail.com 



P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

SONNET OF HASSOCKS

Oh, hamlet of Hassocks, 
you cradle me like a doting Mother;

Luring me in with your grace, 
and beguiling surrogate ways,

Those surrounding Downs 
that nurture and protect you,

Reminder of an idyllic past, extant, 
and still relevant today,

Why is your influence so alluring, 
so magnetic, so enthralling,

Is it the quaint mysticism belying 
the curious name of Hassocks?

‘Hassocks’, grassy hillock, 
where prayers and worship were said,

Before churches were built, 
where residents knelt to their Creator,
How I long to remain in your arms, 

until I wither and fade away,
Hold in my soul the imprint of a stay 

in the most precious of jewels.
A place that is like heaven on earth, 

an enchanting temporary abode,
I could ever imagine, could ever create, 

even conjure up and make.

My stay with you is too short a time 
to know you more intimately so;

But, I must transcend now 
towards my eternal Father’s home.

© David Hammond

COMMON SEAL - HERE BE MONSTERS Leg-
end has it that it’s been visiting Lewes for years. There
have been sightings from Southease all the way up to
Barcombe. In January, John glimpsed it vanishing into
the murky waters of the River Ouse near Tesco.  A few
months later, Barry was on his way to work when he
encountered the creature hauled out on a pontoon by
the Cuilfail cliffs. You’ll find 38 species of wild mam-
mal living in or around Lewes. Badgers, foxes, stoats,
weasels, shrews, rabbits, hares, moles, voles, dormice,
bats, rats, hedgehogs, mice and mink all form the mam-
malian fauna of a landlocked South Downs town. Yet
there’s one salty surprise on the list; the Common Seal,
an animal that’s typically found in Britain’s coastal wa-
ters 12 kilometres away. 
And the seal’s certainly a surprise to any Lewes resi-
dents who, while innocently strolling along the Ouse,
encounter their local leviathan. I’ve never seen the leg-
endary beast myself but have received plenty of excited
tweets, emails and mobile phone photos from amazed 

Order yOurOrder yOur

2020/20212020/2021

A5/A4 ACAdeMICA5/A4 ACAdeMIC

desk dIArIes NOW!desk dIArIes NOW!

Order early to avoid disappointment 

01273 846978
Qd stationery 52 keymer road, Hassocks (next to Costa Coffee)

Please contact Lauretta on 

07731 752227
www.hassocksvillagecleaners.co.uk

We are a team of local Mums 

specialising in cleaning & home help 
in & around the Hassocks area

HASSOCKS VILLAGE 

CLEANERS & 

HOME HELP SERVICES



Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

observers who can’t believe what they’ve seen.
Throughout history, sailors (without the benefit of
smartphones and a Twitter account) have confused
seals for mermaids and sea serpents and, as Sussex
mammals go, this seal is a real monster. 
Common Seals can weigh up to 150 kg; twice the
weight of a Fallow Deer, the second biggest wild mam-
mal in this area (and 50,000 times heavier than the
smallest; the Pygmy Shrew). As you’d imagine, on
land this blubbery behemoth is about as agile as Peter
Ustinov trapped in a sleeping bag but underwater
they’re as balletic as Baryshnikov, gracefully swim-
ming at speeds of up to 25 mph as they hunt fish, shell-
fish, squid and octopus. 
It’s this quest for food that occasionally leads seals into
Sussex rivers such as the Ouse and the Arun as they
follow fish migrating upstream. Common Seals breed
in Sussex, where there is a colony at Chichester Har-
bour. It’s a sink or swim situation for seal pups born on
the sandbanks exposed during the low tides of summer.
Their aquatic life starts as the next high tide rolls in and
within hours of their birth they’re swimming in the So-
lent alongside their mother.  Mother’s milk helps them
to double their birth weight in just a few weeks. The
name ‘common’ is a bit of a misnomer. In British wa-
ters you’re three times more likely to see their larger,

Roman-nosed relative the Grey Seal.  The patterns on
each seal’s fur are as individual as fingerprints. Keep
an eye out when you’re next walking by along a Sussex
riverbank and see if a seal is giving the river its ap-
proval. 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring
for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded
in 1961, we have worked with local people for over
half a century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect
our rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting
our work.  As a member you will be invited to join
Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and
also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses,
Wildlife magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discov-
ering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the
phone on 01273 497532.                    

Michael Blencowe

DiD you know ??
you can now read the 

Village Voice 
& Hassocks Talk About

(inc Ditchling Dialogue) online?
www.villagemagazines.co.uk

‘Like’ us on Facebook
for all the up to date

Lost Property
‘QD Stationery’



HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Thank you for your feedback with regard to my visit to our local tip. I’ve loved all your suggestions about what to do with my old

fridge freezer, sadly a lot of them are illegal and a few of them impossible. However something I forgot about was that on certain

Sundays a very large council waste disposal lorry can be found parked either in the car park behind Budgens or in Belmont Close -

this is normally for people who don’t have transport and can’t visit the tip.  I always knew when it was behind Budgens because I’d

notice lots of elderly gentlemen pushing wheelbarrows full of all sorts of rubbish along the road, if you go online you can find the

dates so you can see when it is at either of the locations and they don’t ask for ID or care where you come from and within reason

what you turn up with to dispose of. 

Any way enough about rubbish what else is going on, well not a great deal actually, it would seem the only news item regarding our

beloved High Street is the addition of another solicitors in the old Lloyds bank, they are fast becoming as popular as coffee shops,

that’s four we’ve got now, still as I’m often reminded it’s better than an empty premises. 

Talking of empty shops I did have a young couple in my shop who were talking about putting a restaurant in the old Ripples shop.

They were asking about how busy Hassocks was and what did I think about it?  Well a lot depends on what sort of food they were

serving up, we’ve already got Indian & Chinese restaurants as well as Bella & Megs so I’m not really sure, but from what they were

saying it would be like Ask in Burgess Hill, but this was only a young couple thinking about starting up their own business who share

a love of food, it is not written in stone.

I have been surprised at the amount of businesses that have approached me asking about the future of the dry cleaners next door.  I see

and talk to Reza’s dad a lot, and he’d like to thank all of you who placed flowers or came in the shop to offer their condolences. He is

very proud of his son and everything he has achieved in is life, but his heart is broken and for the time being the shop will remain in

Reza’s name, until a time comes when the pain softens and he can consider its future. So please don’t expect to see another name

above the door in the immediate future.  The staff have been wonderful carrying on giving the service and quality that all the cus-

tomers are used to.

It’s not easy being a shopkeeper these days, not just for the obvious reasons, but knowing what to stock. Retail trends are forever

changing so it’s quite easy to end up with a shop full of stock nobody wants, so we are going down the more natural route where we

can using companies like Earth Animal and Eden Dog Foods. You can also get dog and cat beds now that are made entirely from re-

cycled plastic bottles!                                                             That’s all for this month love Steve 

Easter is coming
Friday 10th - Monday 13th April

NOW IN STOCK
Decorative Chicks, Bunnies & Eggs, Easter Buckets,
Stickers, Cards, Money Wallets & Egg Gift Boxes 

and much more.
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