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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the May 2020 ISSUE is 5th April 2020  
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information, 

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.  
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  Open from 1st April  to
30th September 2020. Mon, - Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 6 pm

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS
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For a free quote call robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

Maintenance | design | cOnstructiOn

Oliver edwards

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

We thank Miss Mottram from Hassocks for this photograph of Hassocks Football Club from 1913



01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
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K S MARCHANT
Plumbing Services

Bathrooms & Showers Supplied & Fitted,

Hot Water Cylinders, Taps, Ball Valves, etc.

Reasonable Rates • No Job Too Small 

Local, Friendly & Reliable • Fully Insured

07768 736808
ks.marchant@btinternet.com

Est. 19
81

Mobile Car wash
based in hassocks • Fully insured

i have my own power & water supply

Call me for a quote 

07912 421814
www.ocdautospa.co.uk

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes
and/or events to publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email per-
sonally) or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, West Sus-

sex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.
LOCAL ACTIVITIES

~~ Clubs with single Events ~~
AprIL
HurST MOnTHLy SOCIAL GrOup The Guide HQ, Trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Wed 1st Apr 2 pm                                                                                                          Re-cycling - Colin McFarlin
HASSOCkS CrOQuET CLub             St James Montefiore Cricket Club pavilion, keymer road, Hassocks
Thurs 2nd Apr 10.30 am Annual Coffee Morning
burGESS HILL HErITAGE & HISTOry SOCIETy Cyprus Hall, Cyprus road, burgess Hill                                          
Fri 3rd Apr 8 pm The Salt Industry of the Adur Valley - Janet Pennington
THE WOOdLAnd FLOrA & FAunA GrOup                                               Hurstpierpoint Village Centre 
Fri 3rd Apr 7.30 pm                                                                                  Making Nature Count - Clare Blencowe 
OLdLAnd MILL  www.oldlandwindmill.co.uk Oldlands Lane, Hassocks
Sun 5th Apr 2 - 5 pm                                                                                                   Open Afternoon
HEnFIELd ArTS SOCIETy                                                                   Henfield Hall, Coopers Way, Henfield
Mon 6th Apr 2.30 pm                                                                  Oscar Wilde - Giles Ramsey. Guests welcome
dITCHLInG dOWnS WI                                                                                                 ditchling Village Hall
Tues 7th Apr 7 pm                                                                                                                Tai Chi - Kevin Mottley
HASSOCkS HOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Adastra Hall, Hassocks
Wed 8th Apr 8 pm    Discussion about rose varieties & growing tips, demo - propagation & pruning - Ray Martin
dITCHLInG HISTOry prOJECT                                                     The White Horse restaurant, ditchling
Wed 8th Apr  2 - 5 pm                          Come along and share your knowledge of Ditchling and ask any questions



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE gARAgE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEpHONE 01273 844122

MID SUSSEX ASSOCIATION NATIONAL TRUST                                             Clair Hall, Haywards Heath  

Thurs 9th Apr 2.30 pm                                      The Title of Chichester - Romans to Counterculture - Hilly Sloan
HURSTpIERpOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETy Hurstpierpoint Village Centre

Tues 14th Apr 7.45 pm                                Vegetables for the Garden - Geoff Peach (BBC Radio Sussex - Dig It)
COUNCIL SURgERy                                                                           Hassocks parish Centre, Adastra park

Tues 14th Apr 10 - 11 am                 Sue - suehatton@midsussex.gov.uk.  Kirsty - kirsty.lord@westsussex.gov.uk
HASSOCKS EVENINg JAZZ                                                                                     Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks

Tues 14th Apr 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome
BABy STATION                       United Reformed Church, Hassocks

Fri 17th Apr 10 am - 12 pm                                      Open Morning - Celebrating 10 years. Singing starts at 11 am
HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks                                          

Mon 20th Apr 7.45 pm Punch, Puddings, Poems & Prose
WALKINg WITH yOU

Tues 21st Apr 7.30 pm Free support group for those who have had pregnancy or baby loss. Call 07974 729566
DITCHLINg VILLAgE ASSOCIATION Ditchling Village Hall

Tues 21st Apr 9.45 - 11 am                                                        Coffee Morning run by Ditchling Players
HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLINg U3A Adastra Hall, Hassocks

Fri 24th Apr 2 pm AGM & history in Comic Verse from 1066 to the internet - Geoff Hutchinson
ADASTRA BOWLINg CLUB                                                                                         Adastra park, Hassocks

Sat 25th Apr 2.30 pm                                                                             Come and try bowling - open morning
HASSOCKS VILLAgE MARKET                                                                              National Tyres Forecourt

Sat 25th Apr 9 am – 1 pm                                                     Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 
CHURCHES TOgETHER       United Reformed Church, Hassocks

Sat 25th Apr 10 am - 12 pm       Godly Play, Adults & Children hear Bible stories (10.30 am) with craft activities
HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN Age Concern, Hassocks

Tues 28th Apr 2.30 pm                              Adventures of Intrepid Victorian Artist Marianne North - Sarah Aldridge



P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

Quality WindoWs & Building services
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation

For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors          

Conservatories & Porches

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

All aspects of building work

Roofing Kitchens

Pointing Bathrooms

Decorating General Maintenance

~~ Clubs with Multi Events ~~

Ditchling Film Society                                                     Ditchling Village hall
thurs 2nd Apr 7.30 pm                                                                  Film - Roma (15)
thurs 30th Apr 7.30 pm                                                                  Film - Leave No Trace (PG)
hASSockS FielD Society                                                                                      Adastra hall, hassocks
mon 6th Apr 7.45 pm      The Arts and Craft Movement - Gardens - Katherine Collett. Visitors welcome
mon 27th Apr 7.45 pm                                           Indonesia Gateway to Paradise - Ray Hale. Visitors welcome
hurStpierpoint Bowling cluB                                                     South Avenue, hurstpierpoint
wed 22nd Apr 6 pm  & Sat 25th Apr 11 am                                                                                  Taster Sessions 
hurStpierpoint plAyerS                                                                                      Adastra hall, hassocks
28th Apr - 2nd may various performances               The Gingerbread Lady.  Tickets visit www.hurstplayers.org.uk 
hurSt VillAge cinemA hurstpierpoint players theatre
For films and showing times visit www.hurstfilms.com
keymer Folk DAnce cluB                                                     united reformed church hall, hassocks                                                                 
mon 6th Apr 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                                     Club Callers.  All welcome    
mon 20th Apr 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                    AGM & Club Callers.  All welcome    
miD SuSSex olDer peopleS council                                                             hurstpierpoint college
14th, 21st & 28th Apr 2.30 pm.                    Free IT Sessions for over 60’s, turn up with your device or use theirs 
miD SuSSex AmAteur rADio cyprus hall, Burgess hill
Fri 3rd Apr 7.45 pm Meet the Committee
Fri 17th Apr 7.45 pm Radio Discussion & Table Top Sale
Fri 24th Apr 7.45 pm Surplus Equipment Sale upstairs
rBl clAyton & keymer womenS Section                            legion hQ, woodsland road, hassocks
thurs 9th Apr 3 pm Flower Arranging Demo - Liz Thomas.  Comp - Garden Photo
Sat 11th Apr 9.45 am Coffee Morning at Age Concern
St peter AnD St JAmeS hoSpice                                              the old coach house, Sayers common
25th/26th Apr 11 am - 4 pm                                                                                                           Open Garden



Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds & Loose Covers

Have your curtains made to measure

Free estimates & home visits by an

experienced curtain maker

Mob 07599 009440

THANK YOU! We would like to say thank you &
happy retirement  to Mr and Mrs Hallisey who have been
delivering your Talk Abouts in Pine Trees Court for
many years.                                                        

Editors

OLDLAND MILL Our first Open Afternoon of 2020
will be on Sunday 5th April, 2 – 5 pm. 
Come and see inside the oldest regularly working wind-
mill in Sussex, where the sweeps will be turning if the
weather is favourable.  Refreshments, memorabilia and
our own flour available.  No vehicles allowed at the Mill.
Please park in Grand Avenue near the Thatched Inn and
either walk up Oldlands Lane or make use of the com-
plimentary minibus. 
Further details on www.oldlandwindmill.co.uk.   

Rebecca Street

HULLO AGAIN! How time flies!!  Only a matter of
weeks to our V.E. DAY Anniversary concert which sees
Friends and Neighbours getting together again on 2nd

May to join you for an afternoon of those unforgettable
wartime songs at the Adastra Hall in Hassocks starting
at 2.30 pm - some entertainment too of course.  We want
to raise monies for the Royal British Legion Poppy Ap-
peal and we are most grateful to the Burgess Hill District

Lions - just now celebrating their 65th year - who have
agreed to sponsor the show.
Tickets will be on sale from Tuesday 14th April, this
time at Colin’s Hardware Stores in Keymer Road, Has-
socks or by ringing 01273 845291.  At a very reasonable
cost they will include your refreshments.  There will also
be a bumper red, white and blue raffle to add to the ex-
citement.
We are looking forward to welcoming a large audience
and our varied programme, lively, romantic and ‘inter-
esting’ is full of songs that helped during those long war
years to bring those at home closer to their loved ones
overseas.  We well remember how we always enjoyed
hearing our audiences singing and there will be plenty
of opportunities for that including quite an emotional
ending to the afternoon.  So please do not miss this
chance to be ‘together again’ for this important ‘Victory
in Europe’ Anniversary.  More info if needed on 01273

845291.
Dorrie

THANK YOU TO THE COUPLE who kindly helped
me and took me to the doctor when I had a nasty fall in
Ockley Lane on 7th February.  Both face and glasses are
mending.                                                

Mary Batchelor



Barry NewmaN

GardeN aNd FeNciNG ServiceS

No Job Too Small est. 1984

01273 845063 

House Wanted to Rent 
in Ditchling Area

Ditchling family looking for an unfurnished house, min. 2 beds
Contact Jane Skelton 07963 283365

janeyskelton@googlemail.com

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH Well, the country say-
ing is ‘February fill-dyke’ and this month has certainly
done its best to live up to its reputation.  Though lucky
compared with no other regions, here in Sussex we have
had our own share of floods and gales. The streams at
Stoneywish are swollen, the ponds brimming.  Spatham
pond has burst its bank and half-emptied into the Bevan
stream and the ground is temporarily too wet for any
work in the Farm Centre.  Instead, we have turned to the
sad task of felling ash trees stricken with ash die-back
disease.  The feeling is palpable here, as in many places,
that all is not well with our environment.  This is gloomy
talk for new year and, like other observers, I am reluctant
to use that word ‘environment’ which suggests are dis-
connected between humans at the centre of things and
the rest of the natural world, a kind of suburb or encir-
cling envelope.  As I see it, we are the suburb too, part
and parcel, and if something is wrong there it is most
probably wrong here too.  Einstein stated that it was im-
possible to solve a problem by employing the same
thought processes which had created the problem in the

first place.  If he was right, we cannot stay fixed in our
rationalist mental citadel and ‘fix’ anything out there.
Ancient Chinese Taoist teaching encourages attuning
one’s life to the energy or ‘flow’ of Nature.  In Chinese
medicine, the body is a world in miniature with its own
internal weather systems.  Health is determined by the
balance of inner heat, damp or wind.  Too much fire or
too much water brings disease.  For the Highland
Mayans of Guatemala each individual was a microcosm,
with bones for rocks, blood for rivers, muscles for ani-
mals and so on.  The task of each villager was to feed
Life (with a capital L) by creating and sustaining path-
ways of beauty in his or her own small life.  All were
challenged to rem ember their cosmic origins so that they
would be fit to return there one day.  These views from
other cultures, fanciful as they may seem to a Western
mind, offer reassuring alternatives to our own often
bleak world-view.  When the newsreaders and weather
forecasters have finished their dismal reports, we need
space and calm to explore our own more positive con-
nections to the world which gives us life.  For Nature is



Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WilliAmSon

Roofing Est 1985

surely more than wallpaper to enhance our holiday
snaps, or a mat for us to exercise on, or a fridge for us to
raid.  It is, acknowledged or not, the intelligent source
and substance of our own nerves and molecules.  The
ash trees, the flood-waters and even corona virus, are
surely telling us that the world is not static, inert, or
bound by our mental equations.  At a casual glance, the
sick ash trees looked sound before they were felled, but
each log reveals a black spot at its core where the rot has
taken hold. Left to run its course, the disease will kill a
strong tree in a couple of years when the entire trunk
may, without warning, crash to the ground.  The Chinese
dictum of ‘strong outside - rotten inside’ does not need
spelling out.  Eco-systems which show small signs of
disturbance may actually be in deep trouble, for every-
thing depends on the tiny interactions we are often too
busy to notice.  The humblest weeds and insects turn out
to be the capillaries which feed the heart of the whole
and if you have once experienced their mysterious min-

istry it becomes almost impossible to justify disrupting
them.  Floods or no, Stoneywish is open again and The
Giant Bunny Hunt will return here every day of the
Easter Holidays, with a prize of free mini-chocolates for
every entrant.  
On 24th April, David Rudling opens our new season of
History Talks with a fascinating glimpse into the life of
a fellow archaeologist. Ivan Donald Margary (1896-
1976) ‘Officer, Gentleman, Scholar and Philanthropist’,
is perhaps best known for buying Fishbourne Roman
Palace on behalf of the Sussex Archaeological Society,
but he was also an authority on Roman roads and a
colourful figure in his East Grinstead locality.  David’s
talk begins at 10.30 am at the Visitor Centre in Spatham
Lane and ends with coffee and home-made cake and the
usual convivial chat.  Details of all our talks can be found
on our website:www.stoneywish.com.  Please phone
01273 843498 to reserve a seat.
Now time to find wellies and see what is doing outside.
In this lull between showers I find the snowdrops have
gone over, but there are new islands of sweet violets
among them and self-seeded crocuses.  Primroses, those
lovers of wet, are in between.  Spring
asserts itself, undeterred, with ‘business as usual’ and
seeing it, I cannot help but be hopeful.       

Rosemary



podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/20)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals

for all ages 
1st March - 31st October 2020

Visit your local corner of Eden

flexible, friendly & understanding
oCCasional or regular visits

Domestic, Meal Prep, Shopping, Outings,
Respite Sits, Benefit Claims & Admin
experienCed in dementia Care

Julie’s Loving Homecare

personal assistant / Carer
DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Local Resident

Call Julie for an informal chat 

07709 768 313 
or email julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com

HASSOCKS VE DAY CELEBRATIONS Friday 8th

May 12 pm to 4 pm at Adastra Park
This year, our annual May Day event will be held on Fri-
day 8th May in celebration of the 75th anniversary of Vic-
tory of Europe, with a theme of 1940’s. We are looking
to have a 1940’s period dressing up area and/or makeup
and hair styling, and “Story Board of Hassocks in
1940’s”. With help from Burgess Hill Radio we will be
playing some music from the era. A display of Home
Front artefacts will inform you of a time gone by.
Hassocks VE Day Celebrations will have our regular
participants and activities too: a café run by PearlPower
(all cake donations greatly received), bring your dog
along to enter our dog show, visit all the community and
charity stalls including Clayton and Keymer Church, WI
and Friends of Hassocks Infants School to name a few,
and have a go at whittling with the National Trust.
Keymer and Hassocks Sports and Social Club will be
open with a variety of beers and BBQ, Cairovan will be
offering their delicious street food and we welcome the
Sloe Gin van too. And once again we will have fun danc-
ing at the maypole!  
If you would like to help or get involved please get in
touch by email michellebinks5@outlook.com
Please follow us on Facebook @hassocksmayday for
more information.                                   Michelle Binks

1ST HASSOCKS SCOUTS ACHIEVE HIGHEST

SCOUT AWARD 8 Scouts from 1st Hassocks Overlan-
ders and Pathfinders Troops have just achieved the High-
est Award in Scouting available to the Scout Section.
The Award “The Chief Scout Gold Award” was achieved
by understanding and completing 9 Challenges over the
last 2.5 years. These Challenges varied between Adven-
turous and Outdoor events, managing and enjoying
Camping as Patrol Leaders on numerous camps, trying
out new activity challenges and in one instance a 2 day
1 night expedition with a purpose. 
The others were of a more personal nature including self-
development, trying new skills, leadership, the environ-
ment and the world, and ensuring new Scouts understand
the ethos of the Scout Law and Promise. (This does also
include the sewing on of badges!)
The above were all achieved by the gaining of activity
and staged badges on the way.
All these aspects were discussed with a District Assessor
who then used the discussion to demonstrate “lessons
learnt” for interviews and the like in a few years’ time. 
These 8 scouts will formerly be presented with their
Award in May at a Ceremony organised by West Sussex
Scouts. Well done to all of them.              

Brian Spencer



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

THE WINDMILLS are very fortunate to have a superb
team of parents who form the ‘Friends of Windmills’
(FOWS).  The team organise lots of fundraising activi-
ties during the school year with the money raised pro-
viding additional equipment and workshops to enrich the
learning experience for all children.  
During the Autumn term, for example, Years 4 and 6
were invited to take part in a Halloween themed Bake

Off competition
and cake sale.
We look for-
ward to Years 3
and 6 putting
their baking
skills to the test
when they enter
the ‘Easter’
Bake Off com-
petition!
Other events last
term included a

Halloween disco, the sale of the children’s beautifully
designed Christmas cards, ice skating at the Royal Pavil-
ion and of course the annual Christmas Fayre!  
FOWS have already raised a huge amount of money this
year with lots of other events planned over the coming
months.   The children have benefited through the pro-

vision of music and science workshops and also head-
phones and splitters for the children to use when doing
activities on their laptops or iPads. In the picture you
will see Year 3 enjoying an African drumming work-
shop!  Kwame, the instructor, shared his music, dance
and experiences of living in Africa and Guyana.  Thanks
to FOWS, the children had a great day learning how to

play the djembe drum, singing African inspired songs
and performing African styled dances!
We would like to thank everyone on the committee for
all of their hard work and to those who step in to help at
the fundraising events – and of course parents and chil-
dren for supporting the events.                       Sue Bandy



Hello again. We are your local kitchen specialists. You can follow our progress month by month in this
magazine. We do thoughtful kitchen makeovers but we also start from scratch and do complete kitchen
projects. We are brilliant at small kitchens but we have also done stunning bespoke kitchens in great coun-
try houses. Recently we have worked for people with some physical issues. We are clever at making every-
thing much more accessible. Our cabinets and worktops are bespoke. Which means we can make them
any shape or size to suit your space. Our most ingenious designs come from the way we utilise dead corner
space. We are master drawer makers. All our drawers are made with traditional dovetails and fitted on su-
perbly engineered self- closing runners. As you can see from the picture we make funky /clever larder units.
Our average larder with racks on the back of the doors will store 300 average tins. The cost of our bespoke
cabinets is about the same as the high street shops which only make standard sizes. I have been designing
kitchens for some years. I have some clever solutions you might not have thought of. In 1988 I was made
European kitchen designer of the year for designing the same kitchen fifteen different ways. 
We do little jobs or we do complete projects. If you just want a few cosmetic changes we won’t try to sell
you a whole new kitchen…but if you do want a whole new kitchen then we are seriously patient, thoughtful,
organised and detailed. We are just putting new worktops on a small kitchen in Hurst. In another we are
just changing tired old oak doors for white glossy handle less doors. It’s amazing what a new zing fresh
new doors can bring. In January we spent two weeks stripping back some really fine oak doors and frames,
sanding them back to the bare wood, and then re-varnishing them.
They look better than when they were first made.  We are very ver-
satile. 
If you are seriously contemplating a brand new kitchen project the
most important thing is project management. If you need a com-
plete new kitchen it’s disruptive. Old cabinets need removing.
Walls need plastering. New electrical work is usually essential.
Then there’s the plumbing, fitting, flooring, decorating etc. If you
order a new kitchen from us you get me, Stephen Hamilton, as the
project manager from the beginning to the end. For this reason I
do over ninety per cent of my work in a five mile radius from our
workshops which are based in Ditchling. It keeps life simple and
organised
My first visit is around forty minutes. I do lots of scribbles and
present lots of different possibilities. 
I try to work around your budget. Then I disappear and leave you
to mull it over. For as long as you like. No pressure. Afterwards you
can visit our workshops/showrooms. Sometimes we take clients
round to see one of our recently finished projects. That way you
really get to see our attention to every last detail. 

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

Kitchens and bedrooms in Hassocks Hurst and Ditchling

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH OF THE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION will be commemorating
the 75th anniversary of Victory in Europe on Friday 8th

May, at the Barn on the Green, Ditchling, from 2 pm
until 4.30 pm with musical entertainment from Bobbi du
Bois and the Shoeshine Boy. Delicious Teas and Raffle.
Everyone welcome. Dress up. No Ration Books needed!                                             

Margaret Bovill

DO YOU LOVE YOUR GARDEN - OR MAYBE

ENJOY LOOKING AT OTHER PEOPLE’S GAR-

DENS? If so, why not come along to one of our Has-
socks Horticultural meetings which take place in Adastra
Hall on the second Wednesday of the month? We have a
full programme of talks and our meetings start at 8pm.
So far this year we have heard about ‘Gardening for a
Changing Environment’ – an illustrated talk given by Ed
Nugent, owner of our local nursery Garden Sage. In Feb-
ruary we had a lively presentation by Adrian Thomas,
RSPB Project Manager and author, who gave us inspira-
tion to ‘Garden for Wildlife’ and in March Andrew
Gaunt, a DEFRA Plant Health and Seeds Inspector, spoke
to us about plant health and how plants are quarantined
to protect the UK against pests and diseases.  This month

Ray Martin, Secretary of The Rose Society, will be talk-
ing about rose varieties as well as giving us growing tips
and demonstrations of propagation and pruning.  Why
not come along on Wednesday 8th April?  8 pm Adastra
Hall.  All welcome.                                                      

Pat Ticehurst

THE ACORNS HEAPS OF FUN AND LEAPS IN

LEARNING. The Acorns Nursery and Forest School is
delighted that so many children aged 2-8 are enjoying
and benefiting from the opportunities it offers. Our two
established nurseries at Westmeston Parish Hall near
Ditchling and in Denmans Lane Lindfield are run by
Janet Irwin, a qualified and experienced teacher and pri-
vate tutor. Setting firm early years foundations in place,
the nurseries develop independence skills and provide
an excellent preparation for school. They offer children
wonderful opportunities to explore, discover and learn
in different environments according to their individual
interests and styles of learning. The Summer Term beck-
ons and with it hopes of warm sunny days, growing and
enjoying fruit and vegetables, wonderful walks and for-
est school adventures and lots of indoor and outdoor fun
and learning. Enjoy taster sessions for children aged 2+
considering joining The Acorns, ‘Stay and play’ sessions
for toddlers with their parents or childminders and forest
school adventure days for home-educated children and
children deferring entry to school. To visit Westmeston
or Lindfield to see us in action, please phone us on
01444 455081. Please contact us for full details and
come and see us to discover the magic that is The
Acorns. 
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

Janet Irwin



Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service

All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

Handy Man Friday

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

Chimney Clean Sweep
Your local APICS & HETAS approved 

Chimney Sweep & Stove Installer
Birds Nests Removed, Stoves Serviced, Cowls & Caps Fitted,

Jamie Roberts 07810 888552 | 01273 082003
jamie@chimneycleansweep.com  www.chimneycleansweep.com

TEA FOR TWO… (HUNDRED) GIRLGUIDING

SOUTH DOWN DIVISION MEMBERS Almost 200
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers, Young Leaders
and Leaders from Girlguiding South Down Division (
Hassocks, Hurst and Ditchling) signed up to mark World
Thinking Day this year with a special event on the theme
of Diversity held at Downlands School.  
This global celebration, organised as near as possible to
the birthday of  founder, Lord Baden Powell and, by co-
incidence, that of his wife, Olave, (22nd February) is a
time when ten million members world wide think about
the many  other members of the Guiding family. Very
often, the girls use the occasion to raise much needed
funds to assist less well off units at home and abroad and
this year was no exception. So far, with the collection
still ongoing, over £300 in 5ps has been collected in-a
lot of coins!
At the start of the afternoon, three Ranger Guides gave
presentations about their forthcoming Girlguiding trips
to South Africa (Olivia Grocott) and Kenya (Anna Baze-
ley and Imogen Preissner). They explained how they
were selected for these international opportunities, the
way they are raising the funds they need and some of
what they will be doing when away. Olivia, for example,
will be helping to build a house for orphans; Anna and
Imogen will also be helping with construction work, this
time a school, and, in addition, they will act as teaching 

assistants and games coaches.  There will be time to
relax after their hard work and meet local Guides so-
cially, but these life changing experiences demonstrate
the selfless service being undertaken by so many young
people within Girlguiding and the kinds of opportunities
they spoke about certainly inspired their younger listen-

Brownies under their newly created DiversiTree



IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 

Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

PaintEr, DECorator

& tilEr

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

ers and gave true meaning to the idea of a World Think-
ing Day.  Afterwards, the Rainbows, Brownies and
Guides were challenged to undertake three fun and
imaginative activities in order to better understand the
concept of Diversity and, at the end of these sessions,
they were each awarded a special World Thinking Day
Badge. The event concluded with a giant Tea Party
shared with friends old and new.         Pennie Thomson

HASSOCKS CROQUET CLUB Croquet is a sport for
everyone. New members always welcome. If you would
like to learn how to play Croquet or are already an ex-
perienced player why not consider joining The Hassocks
Croquet Club. We are a friendly local club who play Cro-
quet most weekdays in the daytime during the season
(from April to October) at The St. James’s Montefiore
Cricket Club, Keymer Road, Hassocks (the road from
Hassocks to Ditchling). Free parking is available in the
large car park. New players are able to borrow the club’s
mallets.
Please also join us at The Hassocks Croquet Club Annual
Coffee Morning - Open House on Thursday 2nd April
at 10.30 am - everybody is welcome at St. James Mon-
tefiore Cricket Club Pavilion.
Croquet Playing Season starts Tuesday 14th April.
For further details please contact Jeanette Grant 01273
844836 or email hassockscroquetclub@gmail.com or
visit www.hassockscroquetclub.net.         Tony Bright

SINGING FOR THE BRAIN IS COMING TO HAS-

SOCKS A new fun singing group for all those who are
affected by Dementia is starting up. Please come along
to the back hall at the URC Church in the centre of Has-
socks for a free taster session. This is open to family
members and carers. There will be fun warm ups and
laughing and lots of singing from different eras and don’t
worry about the words or the ability to sing that’s not
important just the enjoyment and love of music. Come
along on Saturday afternoon from 2.30 until 3.30 pm.
Refreshments provided. 
Free taster session is on Saturday 4th April. Give me a
ring to book a place on 07887 781 773.    

Marion Smith

HENFIELD ARTS SOCIETY meet at The Henfield
Hall, Coopers Way, Henfield, BN5 6DB on Monday 6th

April at 2.30pm.
NB This is being held on the first monday in April. 
Oscar Wilde - Giles Ramsey, an international theatre di-
rector and producer will tell us all about Oscar Fingal
O’Flahertie Wills Wilde – hopefully, more about his skill
as a dramatist, than the drama surrounding his private
life.
Guests welcome to attend please call 01273 494633.

Stephen Wyman



one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION

We meet at 3 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks.  We are
a friendly group and visitors are very welcome. 
For further information about our activities, please con-
tact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.
At our next meeting on 9th April Liz Thomas – (yes
that’s me, we do like to use home grown talent when we
can) will be giving a flower arranging demonstration.  I
hope to give you a few ideas on how to make simple, in-
expensive arrangements using containers that can be eas-
ily found around the home.  Arrangements will be raffled
to cover the cost of materials.  The Competition is a Gar-
den Photo.
On Saturday 11th April between 9.45 am and 11.45 am, 
we will be holding our Coffee Morning at Age Concern
Hassocks.  Donations for stalls: raffle prizes, bric-a-brac,
toiletries etc. are always well received.  The cake stall is
very popular as tasty homemade treats can be purchased
to enjoy with tea and coffee.  All donations can be
brought along on the day, or to the monthly meeting.  If
you need items to be collected please contact Jenny.  All
the money raised will, as usual, go towards our benevo-
lent funds.  Your support is much appreciated and we
look forward to seeing you there.  Finally, please accept

our apologies that our February Coffee Morning had to
be cancelled at short notice due to the arrival of storm
Dennis.  Hopefully by the time you read this, the wet and
windy winter weather will have flown and Spring will
have sprung.                                               

Liz Thomas

ADASTRA JUNIOR STOOLBALL CLUB How
lovely the thought of warm, sunny evenings.  We have
had enough rain drops now to last a while.  Our playing
park field is still extremely wet, but fingers crossed an-
other month may make a difference.  
We are hoping to start our fitness training in April –
ready for our stoolball season to begin in May.  We meet
in Adastra Park Sports Pavilion.  We run a skills session
for our younger members (8 – 10 years ‘Cherries’) for 1
hour at 5 pm on a Wednesday with the older juniors (10
– 16 years) joining us at 6 pm to 7.30 pm.  So put
Wednesday 15th April in the diary.  New members are
always welcome.
Stoolball is an old Sussex game and is played in 10 or
more villages in Sussex so we do need our juniors to feed
into the senior teams and keep this olde game going.  
For Senior Ladies please ring Jenny on 07968 956924.
For Juniors and all other queries please ring me on 01444

236782 or 07986 584228.                 Joy Mans 



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

StAtiON GARAGE Hassocks 844256

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  AdAStRA  BOwliNG  CluB
A local business supporting the local community

AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks 01273
844461.  Office hours between 9 am – 3.45 pm. 
www.achassocks.co.uk email: enquiries@achas-
socks.co.uk Follow us on Facebook Age Concern Has-
socks. We have our own Charity Shop and Chiropodist
(Paul Dixon 01273 855760).
Volunteers needed! Do you have some spare time – can
you help us? Our ‘New Shop’ will soon be ready!  We
are extending it to have a lot more selling space, a
changing room and a large store room.  We need you!
Volunteers needed!  We are looking for  more volun-
teers to help serve and sort items in the new shop.  If
you are interested please do come and have a chat with
us!
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks/batteries are held
here by Action for Deafness on the first Tuesday of
each month 9.30 am, but only that day per month –
NHS Only – just turn up and a waiting system is in
place.  On other days we do not hold batteries here, you
do need to contact your supplier for these.
Are you bored and lonely?  Or do you know someone
that is?  How about coming along to our centre where
you can have a nice hot chocolate, selection of coffees
and tea and cake and meet some new friends.  We also
serve lunch at 12.15 pm, two or three courses at a very
reasonable rate.  We put our menu on our website every

Friday, www.achassocks.co.uk.  Do come along one
day and have a look at our centre.  Transport can be
provided locally.  We are your local Social Centre pro-
viding a warm and inviting environment to encourage
people to venture out of their homes.  If you would like
to just come along one day please feel free to pop in
and take a look.
I Pad and Phone lessons held on Tuesday mornings
from 9.30 until 11 am (Not school holidays).  
Well Balanced Community Falls Prevention Service,
in partnership with Mid Sussex Wellbeing and Active
House Solutions are holding Balance classes here
every Wednesday afternoon.  Please call 01444 477191
to book your place.
We have Scrabble, German Scrabble, Art, Canasta,
Mahjong, Knit and Natter, Table Tennis , Bingo and
Craft sessions held here – new members always wel-
come.  Please do come in and ask us in the office or
take a look at our website.  We regularly arrange in
house entertainment and outings too.
Easter – We will be closed on Friday 10th April and
Monday 13th April – Happy Easter to you all.  

Age Concern

ADVERTISING RATES CAN BE FOUND ON
WWW. VILLAGEMAGAZINES.CO.UK

IN STOCK SOON
2020/2021 Academic Diaries 

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks (next to Costa Coffee)

01273 846978

CHILD STRUGGLING IN SCHOOL?
Help with Homework • Phonics • Reading

SEN • SATS • Maths (Primary - Year 10)

DBS Checked •35 yrs teaching experience 
Also available to look after children in school holidays

Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE • Hassocks 07413 733556
fran_rabin@hotmail.com 



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Curtains • Pelmets • Blinds
Loose Covers • Cushions

A selection of quality fabrics can be brought to

your home or supply your own fabric.

Tel. 01273 833614
Email: pncook@hotmail.co.uk

Nina Cook

Soft Furnishings

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Please note that sadly we
cannot show the film “Parasite” as although it is just out on
general release it is not yet available on dvd. we have there-
fore replaced it with “Roma”.  We should like to point out
that, contrary to our printed brochure, as the village hall is
unavailable in May, we have brought forward our film
“leave no trace” which will be our second screening in
April.
Our first film in April will be shown on Thursday, 2nd April

called Roma. Set in the 1970’s the title refers to Mexico’s
Colonia Roma District. The Director has reached back into
his own childhood to create an intensely personal story dra-
matically shot in black and white.  The film is the tale of
two women Cleo and Sofia.  The former is a young woman
of Mixteco Mesoamerican heritage, working as a live-in
maid for Sofia and Antonio, an upper-middle class family
in Mexico City.  Cleo’s personal life is beginning to unravel
in tandem with that of her employer, Sofia.  The Director
illustrates how the household, though seemingly placid, is
under pressure with signs of tension and dysfunction.  Sofia
presides over four boisterous children however the real
work is being done by Cleo.   Complications arise when
Sofia’s husband, Antonio, runs away with his mistress and
Cleo has to explain to her unreliable, martial arts enthusiast
boyfriend, Fermin, that she is pregnant all of which tran-
spires to be the prelude to disaster.
Winner of the Golden Lion, Academy Award for Best Inter-
national Feature Film, there is tragedy, comedy and absurd-

ity here, along with sublime mystery in its extraordinary set
pieces.  
Director: Alfonso Cuaron, Mexico, Spanish 2018, 135 min-
utes, 15 Cert.
Our second film in April will be screened on Thursday, 30th

April and is entitled Leave No Trace, based on the novel
My Abandonment by Peter Rock.  It is a powerful and
poignant story about Will, a veteran, military father with
post-traumatic stress disorder living quietly with Tom, his
teenage daughter.  The film opens with verdant nature, in
the secretive midst of a vast public park on the outskirts of
Portland, Oregon where they live in camouflaged encamp-
ments, moving regularly in order to evade detection.  They
make fire from the earth and gather water from the sky.
When their cover is blown, the pair are captured, interro-
gated and forced to re-enter the modern world, with divisive
results.
Director: Debra Granik, US/Canada, English 2018, 109
minutes, PG Cert
As there is no film in May our next film therefore will be
Pain and Glory and will be shown on Thursday, 4th June.
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free coffee,
tea and biscuits are available and wine can be purchased by
the glass beforehand.  There is ample free parking behind
the hall.  Guests and temporary members are welcome
payable at the door.

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel



JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

ACUPUNCTURE
With Katie Kirby, Dip Ac TCM, MAcS TCM

I can help you with:

Call Katie on 07854 987806

Or email acupuncturehassocks@gmail.com

•Hormonal Issues (periods, PMT, fertility, menopause)

•Aches & Pains (muscle pain, joint problems)

•Stress, Anxiety, Sleep problems

•Chemotherapy side effects

•General Wellbeing/Disease Prevention

•Plus much more!

SUPER HERO FUN RUN On the 11th April Spider-
Man is returning to Crawley on a special mission, and
he needs the help of all our local Super Heroes. 
Spider-Man will be leading a children’s Super Hero Fun
Run around Tilgate Lake, to raise vital funds for local
charity Home-Start CHAMS. 
Train up as a Super Hero and use your powers to take
on a sponsored charity fun run, choosing either 1.5km
or 500m distance. Walk, run or toddle your way round
in Super Hero style and after your mission enjoy the fun
mini event village which has stalls and activitys for all
the family to enjoy! Event village open from 9 am until
lunch time.
Every little Super Hero who takes on this mission will
receive: a Super Hero wrist band, bottle of water & entry
into the prize draw. There is also a prize for the most
money raised. 
In 2018 – our last Crawley based run, more than 200 lit-
tle Super Heroes joined Spider-Man, from Super Hero
Parties, to take on the challenge which raised over
£3,400 for Home-Start CHAMS. As well as sponsorship
for the run, local children came up with a range of ways
to raise money, from sweet and cake sales after school,
a Fundraising Day at nursery, to doing chores around the
house.
Each year Home-Start CHAMS help hundreds of local
children in families dealing with issues such as abuse,
mental health, financial problems, or serious illness.
Their trained volunteers work with the families, helping
parents to overcome these challenges and give young
children the best possible start in life.
This event is a fun way for local children to get involved
and support other children. We are so grateful to Super
Hero Parties, Tilgate Park and Tilgate Parkrun, who are

supporting this event again. 
This event is open to all ages and abilities - under 11’s
must be accompanied by an adult. There is a small reg-
istration fee to enter and every Super Hero is asked to
take on the mission to raise much needed funds for vul-
nerable local children. 
For tickets please visit:
www.superherofunrun2020.eventbrite.co.uk or for
more information on the work Home-Start CHAMS do
please visit: www.homestartchams.org.uk.  

Aneliese Whittaker

EVER THOUGHT OF PLAYING LAWN BOWLS?
Your local bowling club is in South Avenue, Hurstpier-
point & we are holding “Taster sessions” on the follow-
ing dates; Wednesday 22nd April at 6 pm & Saturday
25th April at 11 am.
We are offering Free six week membership, Free coach-
ing & Free use of bowls & equipment.  Apart from flat
shoes (trainers are fine) you will not need anything else.
If you are interested in learning to Bowl at a very
friendly & socially active club then we would like to
meet you.
Contact me on 01273 842770 or just turn up.  

Anne Clifford

DITCHLING SINGERS If you enjoy singing popular
songs why not give our friendly choir a try? No auditions
and the first session is free. We rehearse on alternate
Sundays. Our April dates are: Sunday, 5th April, 4 to 6
pm, in The Old Meeting House in Ditchling and Sunday,
19th April 4 to 6 pm at Keymer Church Hall. Just come
along or contact me on 01273 845627.  

Erika Chapman



The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

email chris@thehassocks.co.uk                                  www.thehassocks.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE
Self Contained with Bar *• Fridays are Free for Charity Events *

Fully Air Conditioned • PA System or DJ Available

Seating for up to 90 people 
3 Course Meals or Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, 
Lunches, Dinners, Meetings and More

Call Chris or Lisa on 01273 842113 for details.
*Terms and conditions apply



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

K E Y S T A G E   1  AND  2   T U I T I O N
Reading  • Writing • Maths • SATs prep

KIM SNAPE B,Ed (Hons). Qualified Teacher
DBS checked, 30 years experience  

Hassocks  07471 180421 • kimsnape28@gmail.com
www.privatetuitioninmidsussexkimsnape.com

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm* • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm* excluding Bank Holidays

A. Twine Butcher
27 Keymer Road, Hassocks   01273 842296

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook • Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

Spring into eaSter
(We will be closed good Friday & easter Monday)

order your joint of lamb 
from us today!

BBQ TIME IS COMING !
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MID SUSSEX – NEW DREAM TEAM IN HAS-

SOCKS KITCHEN A popular Hassocks food destina-
tion has a new ‘dream team’ in its award-winning
kitchen with the appointment of head chef Jon O’Dowd
and recently-promoted sous chef Lee Copleston.
The pair will be responsible for thousands of meals and
snacks a week at family-run South Downs Nurseries’
catering outlets.
Jon, aged, 44, lives in Albourne and is a chef with over
20 years’ experience in hospitality. He trained at The Ap-
prentice, Tower Bridge when it was a Terence Conran-
run initiative. Jon then continued his training under
Annie O’Carroll at Luca in Surbiton (she trained under
Peter Gordon, proprietor of the Sugar Club, London)
when the venue gained a prestigious Red Star in Time
Out magazine for best local restaurant. After working at
The Marlborough Tavern Gastropub in Bath, Jon men-
tored students at LVS special needs school in Sayers
Common where his pioneering work featured in the Mail
on Sunday. 
Now in his new position as Head Chef at South Downs
Nurseries he relishes his new role, getting to know and
mentoring his new team. “I am very excited about ex-
tending the restaurant menu at South Downs Nurseries
and creating more specials.”
He is looking forward to working alongside new sous
chef, Lee, who has been at South Downs for four years
and has recently gained promotion.
“This is a very exciting time for our restaurant”, says Re-
becca Houghton-Knapp from the Brighton Road busi-
ness. “Our customers are also thrilled by what Jon will
be able to do in extending the menu and creating fantas-
tic special dishes making the most of locally-sourced in-
gredients.”

Throughout his career, Jon has acquired a vast and im-
pressive portfolio covering everything from kitchen set-
up to health and safety, staff training and menu creation.
Even now, he recalls his first ‘big job’ setting up a com-
mercial kitchen at the Finborough Arms in Kensington.
This well-known Victorian pub boasts the renowned Fin-
borough Theatre above it, with boards well-trodden by
countless famous actors over the years, many frequent-
ing the pub below.  

Rebecca Houghton-Knapp

Sous chef Lee Copleston (Left) and Head Chef 
Jon O’Dowd - the new kitchen ‘dream team’ at 
the Barn Coffee Shop, South Downs Nurseries



• Removals
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• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service
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Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 
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Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755
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DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building
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Fully Insured 
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HASSOCKS WI meeting in February entitled ‘a little
bit of me time’ where President Hilary welcomed the
members and gave out the customary notices.
She then introduced the visiting practitioners who would
be sharing their expertise with us.  Each gave a brief ex-
planation of their work.
Clare Hobbs explained the process of Sugaring, a tradi-
tional Arabic method of hair removal.
‘It has nothing to do with cakes!’ she assured us. A nat-
ural sugar paste is warmed and applied to the skin, and
once cooled is removed quickly with special strips. This
removes the hair follicle, and slows down regrowth. The
procedure is much more comfortable than waxing!
Lila Davies told us about Reflexology, a whole body
treatment, which works from stimulating particular areas
of the feet. She displayed a ‘map’ showing these areas,
which was fascinating in its detail. Specific body prob-
lems can be targeted and assessed, or it can be used as
an aid to relaxation by releasing stress hormones. Holis-
tically, reflexology helps the body to heal itself.
Sabine Dahn represented the Weleda Company, estab-
lished in 1921 by Rudolph Steiner and two fellow doc-
tors. Their products include holistic remedies harnessing
the power of plants, which ensures purity.Their growers
work closely with the Company, which reciprocates by
sponsoring benefits like local kindergarten facilities.

These same high standards extend into their famous skin
care, body lotion and hair product ranges.
Natalie Le Bouedec is a Nutritional Therapist who spoke
enthusiastically about balanced food intake, and the im-
portance of hydration. She treated us to a chocolate and
courgette cake, baked with spelt flour and natural sugar,
and displayed useful products to buy for better health.
She highlighted the importance of seasonal fresh veg-
etables and stir fries, suggesting 7 - 10 pieces of fruit and
veg as a daily intake - the more colourful the better! She
advises on supplements for balanced nutrition, and is-
sues like how to get better sleep and the importance of
time outdoors to promote good mental health.
Members had an interesting time visiting each of our
specialists before adjourning for tea and cake, and the
drawing of the raffle.
The next meeting is 20th April - Punch, Puddings,
Poems and Prose.                                       

Kate Hastings

OPEN GARDEN AT THE OLD COACH HOUSE,
SAYERS COMMON on the 25th and 26th April from
11 am – 4 pm in aid of St Peter and St James Hospice.
Entrance fee includes refreshments and shortbread.  Raf-
fle, cakes, Jams, Bar-B-Que, sausages and a short blue-
bell walk.                                                        Mr Lower



John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394
ACUPUNCTURE
Improve your health naturally

Call Claire: 07873 393936

www.acupunctureorigins.com

ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB – HASSOCKS Now
is the time to start thinking about taking up the sport of
lawn bowls with all the health and welfare benefits that
go with it.  Bowls has been shown to help reduce risk of
muscle loss and osteoporosis along with improving vas-
cular health, functional ability and cognitive health as
well as having the obvious benefits of improved mood,
social relationships and enjoyment.  If you have had to
stop playing sports like football, rugby or cricket and
want another outlet for your competitive nature then
come and give bowls a try.  Alternatively, if you have
never tried a sport but need to keep or get active then
come along too.  We are holding four open mornings in
April and May, details below.  Age is no limitation,
young or old.  This is by no means just a sport for retired
people.  Membership for those new to bowling includes
four coaching sessions, run by our qualified coaching
team, which will take you to a level where you should
be confident to compete in friendly matches.
We play both friendly and competitive league matches
to suit all standards as well as running internal competi-
tions.  With a full fixture list there are opportunities to
play most days of the week or you can just roll up for a
quiet practice session.  We also run various social events
throughout the year.
Dates for your diary - 25th April, 2nd, 9th and 18th May,

10 am to 12.30 pm – Open mornings at the club.  Come

and try bowling for yourself.  All equipment provided
and coaches will be there to give you all the help you
need.  All we ask is that you come with light, flattish
footwear. www.adastrabowling.club ,

adastrabowling.club@gmail.com, 

Facebook @adastrabowling

Frank Titford

HEBER OPERA’S next production is Martha by
Friedrich von Flotow a comic opera sung in English and
performed in the round. The box office is now open for
performances in Lindfield, Uckfield, Hassocks, Steyning
and Hurstpierpoint.  Heber Opera is entirely self-funding
and offers amateur singers and players from the area a
chance to take part in performances that are not often
open to them.  The company has been in existence for
31 years, and we specialise in bringing opera to commu-
nity spaces around Sussex.  Our singers come from East
and West Sussex, Dorset, Kent and Surrey and travel
weekly to rehearse in Hurstpierpoint!  If you would like
to know more about Heber Opera or to book your tickets
online, please visit www.heberopera.co.uk or our Face-
book page www.facebook.com/HeberOpera/.      

Jenny Hawkes

DEADLINE FOR MAY 2020
TALK ABOUT IS 5TH APRIL 2020



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

NATIONAL NEST BOX WEEK WAS MARKED WITH A POPULAR COMPETITION BY A LOCAL GAR-

DEN CENTRE Family-run South Downs Nurseries in Hassocks asked younger visitors to follow clues around
the site and answer the questions. 
The winner was four-year-old Charlotte Jordan from Burgess Hill. She is pictured with her mum, Rachel Jordan,
and staff member Dianne Spencer who presented her with a prize of goodies.
“We had a tremendous response”, said Tina Marriott from South Downs Nurseries. “All the children had fun fol-
lowing the clues and finding out more about our native birds and their nests.”                                   Tina Marriott



john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based
HURSTPIERPOINT PLAYERS held their first ever
information evening with wine and nibbles to publicise
the 2020 season of plays last weekend. With the success-
ful panto, Mother Goose, just finished, members past
and present and those interested in finding out more
gathered in the auditorium to hear about the four pro-
ductions to come – with information given by each
play’s director.
Richard Coney outlined his play “The Gingerbread
Lady” from American playwright Neil Simon – a fast
paced comedy packed with sharp one-liners. Casting is
now complete and rehearsals begin immediately with
performances from 28th April – 2nd May, nightly at
7.45 pm.
Following on will be Jo Kearns production from 7th to
11th July of a fairly new comedy by Ade Morris “The
Boadicea of Britannia Street” - first produced in 2007.
Jo described this as a heart-warming, beautifully ob-
served play as a group of women set out to write and per-
form a play about the former Queen – with copious cups
of tea and even stronger vodka cocktails. What could
possibly go wrong?  Auditions for this one will take
place in late April.
In September, the Players present their annual contribu-
tion to the Hurst Festival with a seasonal production of
Richard Harris’s “Outside Edge”. Annette Squire, the
Players Chairman directs this modern farce set on one
Saturday afternoon in the life of five couples as plans for
an afternoon of gentle cricket turns into utter chaos! And
yes – it rains! Performances will be from 15th to 19th
September.
And no sooner are stumps pulled than the Players pre-
pare auditions for rehearsals for ten performances of A
Christmas Carol – directed by Jan Bell and Linda Bur-
ton. It must be said that their description of this tradi-

tional production brought the house down – if tickets
could have been sold there and then it would be a sell-
out 11 months early! But you’ll have to wait a while,
performances of this Charles Dickens classic will be
from 11th – 13th December and 18th – 20th Decem-
ber.
Hurstpierpoint Players are always delighted to welcome
new members – get in touch via the website for more in-
formation about the company and the refurbished theatre
of which they are now justly proud: 
www.hurstplayers.org.uk.                    

Anne Hopper

reMEmber’s ANNUAL ME AWARENESS CON-
FERENCE Saturday 16th May 2.30 pm - 5.30 pm will
be held at our new venue Clair Hall, Perrymount Road,
Haywards Heath, RH16 3DN, starting at 2.30 pm. There
is onsite parking and it is four minutes walk from Hay-
wards Heath railway station. 
CFS/ME experts Dr’s Willy Weir, Dr Amolak Bansal,
Dr Nina Muirhead, Dr Paul Worthley and Dr Charles
Shepherd, Medical Adviser to the ME Association, will
be speaking and other invitations have been given. Dr
Shepherd will speak on a range of subjects including
welfare benefits.  
All speakers will be happy to answer questions. Entry is
by ticket only which includes light refreshments. You
can buy tickets online through Eventbrite by going to
our website www.remembercfs.org.uk. or send a
cheque and stamped addressed return envelope to re-
MEmber, PO Box 1647, Hassocks, BN6 9GQ. Tele-
phone 01273 831733.  Cheques should be made payable
to reMEmber.                               

Janice Kent



01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured
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ORANGE-TIP BUTTERFLY - THE FUTURE’S

BRIGHT At this time of year I’m often asked “What’s
that butterfly with the orange tips on the end of its wings
called?” “Well,” I reply “its scientific name is An-
thocharis meaning ‘flower grace’; probably because this
beautiful butterfly lends a certain grace to the flowers it
frequents. In the 18th century it was ‘The Lady of the
Woods’ –a seductive title well deserved by the best-look-
ing butterfly of the spring. The Germans celebrate its
beauty in the name Aurotafalter; the sunrise butterfly.
The French honour it with the poetic title L’Auroré - the
rising sun.” “So what do the British call it?” “Well, we
call it the Orange-tip – because it has orange tips on the
end of its wings.” 
Whoever gave this exquisite insect such an unimagina-
tive name should be ashamed. It’s more than just a pair
of orange tips. Forget your Bluebells and Skylarks, the
emergence of the Orange-tip is nature’s confirmation
that spring has officially sprung. 
Only the male Orange-tip has those road cone orange
wing-tips that visually scream “Look at me! Look at
me!” as he cruises the countryside’s hedges and edges.
You’d think this flamboyant display would land him on
the menu for any passing bird - but he has an unsavoury
secret. He tastes absolutely disgusting. His orange tips
make birds recoil when they recall last eating something

that colour. To predators he is a flying pot of lime pickle;
if you’ve eaten it once, you’ll never eat it again. 
The grey-tipped females are more secretive. Once mated
they search the hedgerows for their food plants; Cuck-
ooflower and Garlic Mustard. They tap-dance on the
plants and identify them with taste buds in their feet.
Once their six soles are satisfied they lay a single, tiny,
orange, rugby ball shaped egg. The egg’s shell emits a
pheromone which deters other females from laying here
because the cute little caterpillar, which hatches out a
week or so later, is a cannibal. 
This caterpillar gets to work eating the flower’s seed
pods, and it eats so many that it starts to look like one
(my Mum once warned me a similar phenomenon would
happen with me and Monster Munch crisps). Disguised
as its diet, it merrily munches throughout May and the
plant toxins it ingests will help to flavour the bitter but-
terfly it will become.  In July, the caterpillar constructs
a curious chrysalis, a bizarre bit of angular architecture
attached to a stem by a single string. Inside this post-
modern pupa the caterpillar melts into a cellular soup.
And then the natural world’s greatest regeneration takes
place. This biological broth builds a butterfly and the
April sunshine encourages the Orange-tip to emerge; that
simple flash of orange signalling that an even greater re-
generation has finally taken place. Winter has turned to

JB LAWNMOWING
Free Estimates

Call Jonathan 

07974 582413
or email: beachjonathan16@gmail.com

For all your bookkeeping needs

call or e-mail Michelle

07775 878020
mbudd1371@yahoo.com



STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

spring. 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring
for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  Founded in
1961, we have worked with local people for over half a
century to make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help protect
our rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting our
work.  As a member you will be invited to join Michael
Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy
free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife mag-
azine and our Sussex guide book, Discovering Wildlife.
It’s easy to join online at
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join or over the phone
on 01273 497532.
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk.    

Michael Blencowe

A NATURE CONSERVATION TALK BY CLARE
BLENCOWE The Woodland, Flora & Fauna Group, a
volunteer organisation dedicated to protecting local
countryside and wildlife, invites you to a talk by the Sus-

sex Biodiversity Record Centre Manager, Clare
Blencowe.
It will take place on Friday, 3rd April at 7.30 pm in the
Club Suite at Hurstpierpoint Village Centre, Trinity
Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9UY.
The talk entitled ‘Making Nature Count’ describes the
meticulous recording of wildlife locally and the work of
the Sussex Biodiversity Record Centre. It will immedi-
ately follow a brief introduction by The Woodland, Flora
& Fauna Group.
Clare is the Record Centre Manager who was instrumen-
tal in ensuring that all the data collected in our group’s
countryside biodiversity study was included in the Sus-
sex records.
She is a very busy person so we are privileged that she
has found time to speak to us. If you want to learn more
about our local countryside and wildlife and how the col-
lected data helps with their protection, this opportunity
should not be missed. 
Entry is free and all are welcome. There is a car park op-
posite the building.                            Michael Nailard



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

VEGETABLES FOR THE GARDEN An illus-
trated talk by Geoff Peach, presenter of BBC Radio
Sussex ‘Dig It’ for Hurstpierpoint Horticultural Soci-
ety at 7.45 pm on Tuesday 14th April in the Club
Suite, Hurstpierpoint Village Hall.                                     

Kathy Green

DITCHLING DOWNS WI Our March speaker was
Melinda Stone who talked to us on the subject: “The
Illustrated History of Herstmonceux Castle”. After a
long career in the NHS Melinda developed a new in-
terest as a tour guide at the castle. She treated us to a
wealth of fascinating information about the history of
the castle, along with some excellent slides. The cas-
tle dates back to 1441, when Sir Roger Fiennes ap-
plied to King Henry VI for permission to build a
castle at the Hurst of Monceux. The castle changed
hands a few times over the years until 1992 when it
was bought as a bequest to Queen’s University in On-
tario, Canada as an international study centre. It is not
now open to the public but organised tours can be
arranged. 
The speaker for our next meeting is Kevin Mottley
on the subject “Tai Chi”. The meeting will be held at
the Ditchling Village Hall, at 7 pm for 7.30 on Tues-

day 7th April. As usual, guests are very welcome to
come and join us.                                                    

Sally Willis

BHCS SPRING CONCERT: STABAT MATER

Join us on Saturday 25th April for our spring concert
where we will be singing Antonin Dvořák’s ‘Stabat
Mater’ at St Andrew’s Church, Burgess Hill. In 1877
Dvořák wrote the piece after the loss of all three of
his beloved children.f feeling, but then a great sense
of hope. The music packs a powerful emotional
punch and many choir members think it’s one the
most beautiful pieces they’ve sung. The concert will
include professional soloists together with a concert
orchestra who will play Beethoven’s Leonore Over-
ture No 3. The concert is at 7.30 pm and tickets are
available at the Burgess Hill Help Point, via choir
members, on the door, or phone 07522 493966. 
See also www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk.                                              

Frances Eales

HAPPY  EASTER 
TO ALL OUR READERS



SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

BABY STATION which meets at the United Re-
formed Church every Friday is 10 years old this Spring.
To celebrate we are holding an open morning for any-
one who used to come or who still comes; all ages wel-
come. Tea, coffee and cake will be available all
morning with singing time at approximately 11 am. Do
come and join us any time between 10 am and 12 noon
on Friday 17th April.                                                     

Darryl Sinclair

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP In February
we had a Fish & Chip lunch followed by our first
AGM. Unfortunately our local Fish & Chip shop does
not open on Wednesday lunchtimes so Jupps from
Burgess Hill provided & delivered them to us and very
nice they were too!
It does not seem possible that we’ve had our first AGM
- we have been running for a year. This time last year
Dianne & I were quite anxious - would anybody want
to come? I am pleased to say people did and we ended
the year with 40 members. We have started 3 sub-
groups - Textiles, Walking & a Lunch Club.
By the time you read this we will have had our March
meeting where Sam Collier from the National West-
minster Bank is coming to talk about Scams. On the
1st April Colin McFarlin will be talking to us about

re-cycling.  He suggested we bring along any items we
are unsure about and he will advise us.
Do come and join us - you will be made most welcome.
More information from myself on 01273 649023 or Di-
anne 01273 835284.                              

Ann Tranter

GODLY PLAY is a way for adults and children to hear
Bible stories, then have a chance to think about them
and take part in craft activities. Why not come along
and try the activities or just pop in for coffee, tea, cake
and a chat. Organised by Churches Together in Has-
socks our next Godly Play will be on Saturday 25th

April between 10 am and 12 noon at Hassocks United
Reformed Church; the story will be told at about 10.30
am. There is no charge and all are welcome.  

Darryl Sinclair

Lost Property
Like us on face book and keep upto

date with all the lost property items
‘QD Stationery’



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Serving Mid-Sussex for over 20 years

Free Quotations

01444 250 111
www.clearviewsussex.co.uk

• PVCu Windows & Doors

• Aluminium Windows & Doors

• Bi-Folding/Sliding Doors

• Roof Lanterns

• Conservatories, Porches & Orangeries

• Composite Doors

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

• Replacement Glass Units

• FenSA Registered Company

SPRINGTIME

Was it so little time ago
When there was snow
And whining winds
Stirred branches
Whose bony fingers
Like talons
Scraped the sky?

Now seeded dandelions
Hang on stalks
Like gossamer bells
And pyramids of Lilac
Float in green.
Cherry blossom
Light as air
That wondering we stare
Is it really there?
Apple Blossom
Beyond compare
And rape
Like sunshine come to rest.
Yellow, yellow buttercups
Everywhere
Waxed cusps like tiny dewponds

Defying, it seems, forever,
The sun’s hot glare.

© Eileen Symes

EaSTER SIMNEl cakE Simnel cake is a light
fruitcake that is an Easter classic.  Simnel cake has
been eaten since medieval times as both a rich, sweet
treat and a symbolic ritual. The fruit cake is topped
with eleven marzipan balls to represent the eleven
apostles of Christ, minus Judas.

Ingredients

175g/6oz light muscavado sugar
175g/6oz butter, softened
175g/6oz self raising flour
3 large eggs
25g/1oz ground almonds
2 tbsp milk
100g/4oz sultanas
100g/4oz cherries, quartered, washed, and dried 
100g/4oz dried apricots, snipped into small pieces 
100g/4oz stem ginger, finely chopped
1 tsp mixed spice
2 tsp ground ginger



Helium BalloonsHelium Balloons

QD StAtIonery 52 Keymer rd, Hassocks  01273 846978

* PLEASE BE AWARE DUE TO THE WORLDWIDE HELIUM
SHORTAGE WE ARE UNABLE TO FILL BALLOONS

WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED IN THE SHOP *

Bunches of 3 from £6.50

Bunches of 5 from £9.50     

Foil Balloons from £4.50

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti,

Place Cards, Serviettes,  etc.

To serve

450g/1lb golden marzipan
3 tbsp apricot jam
1 egg, beaten

To decorate

flowers such as primroses, narcissi or violets
egg white
caster sugar

Method

Preheat oven 160C/320F/Gas 3.
Grease and line the base and sides of an 20cm/8in
deep, round cake tin with baking parchment.
Measure all the cake ingredients into a large mixing
bowl and beat well until thoroughly blended. Place
half the mixture into the prepared tin and level the
surface.
Take one third of the marzipan and roll into a circle
the same size as the cake tin, place the circle on top
of the cake mixture. Spoon the remaining mixture on
top of the marzipan and level the surface. 
Bake for about one and three-quarter to two hours or

until golden brown and firm in the middle. If toward
the end of the cooking time the cake is getting too
brown, loosely cover with a piece of foil. Allow the
cake to cool in the tin before turning onto a cooling
rack.
When the cake is cool. Brush the top with a little
warmed apricot jam. Roll out half the remaining
marzipan to use the base of the cake as a template to
cut out another disc. Place it on top of the cake and
crimp the edges, if you like. Roll the remaining
marzipan into 11 equal-sized balls for the apostles. .
Brush with beaten egg and glaze under a hot grill for
about five minutes, turning the cake round so it
browns evenly, so the marzipan is tinged brown all
over. (You can also do this with a blow torch if pre-
ferred)
To crystallise the flowers, lightly whisk the egg white
in a bowl then carefully brush over the flower petals.
Sprinkle over caster sugar so the sugar sticks to the
egg white. Leave to harden in a warm place, such as
a shelf above a radiator or in an airing cupboard, until
dry and firm. 
Carefully remove from the rack and arrange in the
centre of the cake.

Cut a slice and enjoy with a nice cup if tea.
(Will keep for up to a week in a sealed tin.)



HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878

KEY C
u

TTIN
G

KIT
C

H
EN

H
O

u
SEW

A
RES

C
A

M
PIN

G
 G

A
S

D
.I.

Y.

D
u

Lu
x

PA
IN

T M
Ix

IN
G

G
A

RD
EN

PA
RA

FFIN

TO
O

LS

STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Standing outside the back of my shop where the service road is, I’m watching a Tiny Pied Wagtail bird. This little bird appears
every year and has done for as long as I can remember. It’s very cat savvy and doesn’t seem to have a care in the world; I make
sure there is always something out there for it to pick at.  Some of my cats are hilarious for the first few days after its arrival they
spend all day watching wide eyed waiting for it to stand still long enough so they can pounce, but this little bird never stands still
and even the slightest movement causes it to move position. Ernie my big fluffy ginger cat thinks that if he sits in a box, it won’t
know he’s there little realising that if he wants to catch it he’s got to jump out of his box first and since Ernie can’t do anything qui-
etly then it will always be Ernie Nil - Pied Wagtail One,. Another year teasing my poor cats.
I’m sure I’m not the only person this lovely little bird visits before he flies off to his next destination but I bet we’re the most memo-
rable.
Now on a much more serious note please all dog owners get up to speed on Alabama Rot, it’s getting dangerously close now, a
case has been reported in the Cowfold area, this dog was taken to a vets in Burgess Hill the outcome of which I don’t know yet,
but this disease is deadly and comes from walking your dog in muddy conditions.  It is very important you wash your dog’s feet off
after every walk with some sort of anti-bacterial solution like Hibiscrub. I’m not going to waffle on about it but it’s deadly to your
dog so please keep an eye on your dog’s feet and if you’re not sure or need to know more then ask your vet but be very diligent
we really don’t want an outbreak of that around here, although like that other virus that’s sweeping the country then there is an in-
evitability that it will.  I don’t think any of us can predict what will happen in the coming months but please remember pet owners
I’m here to help if you do get stuck in and we’ve got what you want then you can give me a call, pay for what it is over the phone
and miraculously it will appear on your doorstep before you wake that morning.  We only close one day a year and that’s Christ-
mas Day, other than that we’re open 364 days a year.  With troubled times ahead local shops will only be able to survive with your
support, we ourselves use Virkon to wash & disinfect our shop including door handles, this is the Arnie Schwarzenegger of anti-
viral disinfectants it was developed during the last big foot and mouth outbreak to help fight that, it is highly effective and super-
markets can’t sell it.
I see the pink palace is nearing completion it’s certainly taken a while to change the décor from a hairdresser to another hair-
dresser, but the new owners obviously want it to stand out.  I can’t say I’m a great lover of pink but it is a very popular colour.
My mum bought me a pink shirt once, I tried it on, looked in the mirror and quickly came to the conclusion – I looked like a stick of
rock! – That was my first and last dalliance with pink.  I quickly went back to black.
Popping out of town briefly I was asked if I’d seen the massive new warehouse next to the DPD depot on the outskirts of Burgess
Hill – yes I have and it’s an Amazon warehouse, enough said! 
Many thanks to all you waste warriors who rather than put good food etc into landfill brings it in to me so I can make sure our pre-
cious wildlife also survive in these difficult times.  It may sound odd to some people but it makes a lot of sense to those of you who
care.
Good luck everybody- stay safe& well and just remember basic hygiene – it will make a difference.                               Love Steve

Happy Easter 
from all of us at QD Stationery

NOW IN STOCK FOR EASTER
Decorative Chicks, Bunnies & Eggs, Easter Buckets,
Stickers, Cards, Money Wallets & Egg Gift Boxes 

and much more.
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