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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the Aug 2020 ISSUE is 29th June 2020  
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information, 

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.  
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  Open from 1st April  to
30th September 2020. Mon, - Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 6 pm

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS
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SB DevelopmentSSB DevelopmentS

From Bathrooms to Kitchens, Plumbing,

Decorating & Plastering

No job too small.  A reliable, friendly tidy service.  

References available on request.  

Free quotations.  Fully Insured.  

Call Stuart on 

0771 362 39490771 362 3949

Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

We thank the late Jean Schwager for this picture of Orchard Pleasure Gardens.



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Serving Mid-Sussex for over 20 years

Free Quotations

01444 250 111
www.clearviewsussex.co.uk

• PVCu Windows & Doors

• Aluminium Windows & Doors

• Bi-Folding/Sliding Doors

• Roof Lanterns

• Conservatories, Porches & Orangeries

• Composite Doors

• Fascia, Soffit & Guttering

• Replacement Glass Units

• FenSA Registered Company

TONY BARTON 1931 – 2020.  I would like
to thank everyone for their cards and messages
of support following the death of Tony at gome
on 24th March.
Tony loved living in Hassocks and taking part
in village life, especially the Adastra Bowls
Club and Keymer Parish Council.  He was Cap-
tain, Chariman and President of the Bowls club
and really valued the many friends he made
there.
Tony started life in a Dr Barnardo’s home in
Kent and was adopted at 2 years old by an eld-
erly couple who lived in Shermanbury.  He ap-
preciated having a family of his own.
Following opur wedding in Poynings in 1953
we had two sons Graham and Neil, daughter
Sarah and grandchildren Jack and Natalie.
He was a keen cricketer and played for Hen-
field, interrupted by National Service in the
Royal Army Corps.  Following retirement from
work in the flooring business and with Keymer
Brick and Tile he took up Bowls.  We espe-
cially enjoyed our Bowls trip to New Zealand
for our 50th Wedding Anniversary.

Tony’s poor health meant he had to give up
Bowls and he particularly valued the support
provided by Hassocks Age Concern.
Due to the Corona situation we were only able
to home a small family funeral.  Thanks again
for all the lovely sympathy cards and messages
of support which have been a great comfort.

Vera Barton

TONY FAIRHALL The family and myself
would like to thank friends and neighbours for
their cards and kind thoughts.  He lost his fight
to Cancer and Alzheimer on 13th March.
He loved Hassocks and always said it was a joy
to return too.  He lectured at the London Poly-
technic for a number of years, and was chair-
man of the Sussex Branch of the H.I.P.S.
On his retirement, he became a reader for the
T.O.T, was a member of the Croquet Club and
a very keen stamp collector of the Burgess Hill
Philatelic Society.  
A huge thank you to Bowleys and Griffith
Smith for guiding us through a difficult time.
He will be sadly missed by us all.                  Mo





Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

VE DAY

What a day the 8th May in 1945
At last the War was over
We were glad to survive.
No more bombs or air raids
The blackout curtains down
Lights from windows shining
All around town.
Singing and dancing in the street
The laughter and tapping of the feet.
Street parties, flags and banners
To celebrate Victory and 

live once more in harmony.
Never forget our forces
And all our allies too,
Who fought so hard to battle
To pull our country through.

© Stella Simmons

MID SUSSEX HEATH CARE We have now
re-opened all of our sites and in order to keep
safe - We will continue to telephone triage all

appointments, and will manage most problems
by telephone/video consultations, but where a
patient needs to be seen face to face they will
be given an appointment time at any of our
three sites.
We will continue to triage patients as Hot (Sus-
pected or known Covid, or isolating due to a
household contact having Covid symptoms) or
Cold (low risk Covid) and give them an ap-
pointment in the appropriate zone.
Hurstpierpoint and Ditchling will be entirely
Cold sites.
Hassocks Health Centre will be Cold apart
from one room which is being adapted as the
Hot zone. This has a separate entrance, so the
Hassocks site can function as normal whilst
maintaining a Hot Zone separate from the rest
of the practice.
All of our practices will continue to keep the
doors closed, we ask that patients don’t come
to any of our sites without an appointment.
We won’t be booking appointments/taking pre-
scription requests/dealing with queries at the



For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

Reception desks- we ask that patients ring the
phone room to do this.
To keep patients and staff safe - We are mini-
mizing footfall within our practices, maintain-
ing a 2 meter distance where possible, PPE for
all staff that need it, clear signage for patients,
spacing of appointments to reduce numbers of
patients in the waiting room, removal of some
chairs to maintain 2m distance in waiting
rooms, increased cleaning and removal of all
toys/books/magazines from waiting areas.
Covid 19 testing: Is now available to all pa-
tients over the age of 5, who have symptoms
suggestive of Covid (temperature over 37.8,
persistent new cough, loss of taste or smell)
We are unable to test for Covid 19 at the sur-
gery, all tests are organised
through https://www.gov.uk/apply-coron-
avirus-test-essential-workers.
Shielded patients - If you are in this group and
have any concerns or need support please con-
tact the practice, we can find ways of managing
your conditions minimizing the need for face
to face contact and thereby reducing your risk.

We can also offer support and signpost you to
other services and voluntary organizations.
Further information can be found
here www.gov.uk/government/publications/g
uidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-
extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-
19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-ext
remely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19.
Chronic disease reviews - are being done re-
motely unless there is a clinical need for a face
to face review, patients who are due a chronic
disease review will be contacted by the prac-
tice.
Equipment loans - we are currently loaning our
oxygen saturation monitors and blood pressure
monitors, these are allocated based on clinical
need, but if any patient thinks they need one
please contact us to discuss further.
Online bookings - We are still unable to open
up online booking, this is since we are needing
to triage all patients and cannot risk patients
coming to the health centre with any Covid
symptoms.

Alice de Pierpoint



01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
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SUSSEX WRITING GROUP LAUNCH
LOCKDOWN WRITING COMPETITION
Shakespeare wrote King Lear in locked down
London during the bubonic plague. Isaac New-
ton wrote Principia Mathematica while self-iso-
lating in his second home.
Mary Shelley, housebound and barely out of
her teens, wrote Frankenstein in the eerily un-
settling atmosphere of 1816, ‘the year without
a summer’.
Now Sussex based Chalk Circle Writers are
inviting writers to send in their short stories, in-
spired by this time of self-isolation. They could
be dystopian nightmares, absurdist humour, or
stories to celebrate what you love, have re-
cently discovered, or fear to lose.
Stories can be any length up to a maximum of
2000 words. The shortlist for this inaugural
competition by Chalk Circle Writers is being
judged by talented Sussex author Vanessa Geb-
bie and there is  small cost per story. The prizes
will be £200 for first, £100 for second, and £50
for third places. The best stories will either be
published on the Chalk Circle website or in-

cluded in a forthcoming short story anthology.
The deadline for the competition is 31st Au-
gust. For further details please visit
www.chalkcircle.org.uk/competitions.

Jayne Block

reMEmber the local charity for people with
ME (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome) has had to
cancel all its meetings because of the coron-
avirus. That includes our annual ME Awareness
Conference which was scheduled to take place
in Haywards Heath on 16th May. We are now
arranging for the conference to take place in the
autumn. Apart from the new date (yet to be
arranged) full details of the conference, includ-
ing how to get tickets, can be found on
www.remembercfs.org.uk/news/events. 
You can also find there information about our
annual sponsored walk from Clayton Wind-
mills to Ditchling Beacon and back scheduled
for Sunday 12th July. For information about
CFS/ME and reMEmber, contact me on 01273
831733, e-mail me_cfs@hotmail.com.

Janice Kent



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

ACUPUNCTURE
Improve your health naturally

Call Claire: 07873 393936
www.acupunctureorigins.com

THE PLAYERS ARE PLANNING FOR
THE FUTURE – we’ve no crystal ball but
being an optimistic crowd we’re continuing to
update the Theatre since its big makeover last
year. Behind the scenes improvements are
keeping us busy. And at the moment it really is
‘cooler inside’ - a temptation theatres always
used to use when we had a heatwave!
We’ve not yet had an opportunity to show you
all what an amazing new space we have but
we’ll take the first opportunity to do so –
whether that’s with our tentative September
production of Richard Harris’ comedy “Outside
Edge” [we shall all need a laugh or two by
then] or if that can’t happen, looking even fur-
ther ahead to our expected Christmas produc-
tion of Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” .
We’ll also be looking forward to welcoming
back our friends from the Hurst Village Cinema
club as and when all of this is possible. And of
course, our loyal audiences.
Meanwhile we offer congratulations to Jo at
QD Stationery for Talk About and Village Mag-
azines for your unfailing support - wishing you

a further 25 years of service to local community
organisations like ours.               Anne Hopper

ALL THE RIGHT NOTES, Hassocks’ own
community choir, has been able to continue –
in a modified form – during lockdown, thanks
to some inventive use of Zoom! After we re-
alised our rehearsals together were on hold for
some time, and our June concert almost cer-
tainly cancelled, director of music Paul Simp-
son liaised with various other choir trainers
around the country, and devised ways of ensur-
ing we could continue to practise. We still meet
every Wednesday evening, at the slightly ear-
lier time of 7.30 pm, and the online practices
are now a mixture of singing along to shared
videos, and rehearsing our separate lines (suit-
ably muted). About two-thirds of the choir are
joining in (and a few others come along for the
quizzes that we’ve also been running), so any-
one who fancies trying something different,
email alltherightnoteschoir@gmail.com.
And as soon as gatherings are permitted, we’ll
be back properly!                                           Paul



P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256

We would like to thank all their customers 
for supporting us during this hard time.

From all the team

R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

ONLINE kEystagE 1 aNd 2 tuItION
Reading  • Writing • Maths • SATs prep

kIM sNaPE B,Ed (Hons). Qualified teacher
DBS checked, 30 years experience  

Hassocks  07471 180421 • kimsnape28@gmail.com
www.privatetuitioninmidsussexkimsnape.com

STAR CINEMA It was disappointing to have
to cancel our film nights, but we hope to be
able to have the film later this year, you-know-
what permitting. 
Thank you all for your support over the last few
months.
We will get through this; meanwhile stay safe,
look after each other, and we hope to see you
again asap.                                    Liz Edmunds

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH

OF THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

WOMEN’S SECTION Apologies to our
members that April’s coffee morning and also
the branch meeting had to be cancelled, this
was due to the uncertainty of safety measures
being introduced to constrain the Corona Virus;
as well as considerable concern for the welfare
of our elderly members.  We are still unsure
what the position will be in coming months.
We have had several interesting speakers this
year; one that springs to mind is Chris
Wooldridge who is a founder member of ‘Child

Help’.  Based in Hassocks, with a charity shop
run by volunteers, it was set up over 20 years
ago to help deprived children.  It raises tens of
thousands of pounds a year through donations.
The Committee members meet monthly to con-
sider applications for help.  Regular donations
are made to local charitable groups that provide
support to the needs of children.  Referrals are
received from various organisations, agencies,
and individuals.  Help is awarded on merit, and
it could be for anything: from equipment or
clothing for a young family who have fallen on
hard times, furniture, a fridge or washing ma-
chine, or even funds for counselling, or educa-
tional needs.  Details of donations and funding
are posted in the shop window.  There are nu-
merous ways you can help: By making cash do-
nations, gifting items for sale, volunteering in
the shop or by becoming a member of ‘Child
Help’.
For further information please contact our
Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.

Liz Thomas 



Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds & Loose Covers

Have your curtains made to measure

Free estimates & home visits by an

experienced curtain maker

Mob 07599 009440

For all your 
wasp problems

07598 836451

A Hassocks business donated
food luxuries which they could
not sell during the current lock-
down to local care homes as an
Easter treat for staff and resi-
dents.
Family-run South Downs Nurs-
eries donated Easter chocolate
and delicacies on Good Friday.
Not surprisingly, Cameron Wal-
lis from the Brighton Road
business received a warm wel-
come everywhere he went, in-
cluding at Villa Adastra in
Hassocks and Ladymead in
Hurstpierpoint.
Many of the items given were
from the expansive Sussex
Food Hall. A donation was also
made to a local food bank.          

Sarah Mead

EASTER GOODIES DONATED TO LOCAL CARE HOMES

Cameron Wallis, from South Downs Nurseries at 
Villa Adastra in Hassocks



Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WILLIAmSON

ROOfING Est 1985

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

DOWNLANDS has stayed open throughout
lockdown, apart from half term, teachers have
been in and out on a rotation to provide cover
for our keyworker children.
Teachers and support staff have been working
from home to set work for all other pupils, and
a large amount of time has been spent grading
our Year 11 GCSE pupils.
The pupils have been working hard and pro-
duced some really great work.
We are opening for some face to face Year 10
tuition for a limited number of pupils from 15th
June, other than that we will continue to all
work at home.
Our maintenance and cleaning staff have been
onsite daily working hard to keep the site clean
and safe.
Some of our admin staff have been operating
on a rota to keep reception open for those
pupils who are attending school. Gail Wickens

UPDATE FROM OLDLAND MILL It has
been wonderful to see an increase in the num-

ber of people walking up the lane to Oldland
Mill during lockdown. 
Did you know that this year marks the 40th an-
niversary of the start of the restoration of the
Mill? Plans had been made to celebrate this
amazing achievement in May. Unfortunately,
those celebrations have been put on hold whilst
the Mill remains closed to the public. 
Some passers-by may have witnessed the Mill
in operation. The volunteer milling team have
been working hard, in husband and wife pairs,
to keep flour production going. An increase in
demand has helped to offset the fact that we are
currently unable to hold our Open Afternoons
and Event Days. 
If you see our flour in local shops, please con-
sider buying it to support us. One hundred per-
cent of any profit funds further Mill restoration.
We are always looking for more volunteers,
please look at our Facebook page or website if
you would like to get involved once able to do
so. www.oldlandmill.co.uk

Rebecca Street



podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/20)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals

for all ages 
1st March - 31st October 2020

Visit your local corner of Eden

Jon Barker
House & Garden Maintenance

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL -
GRANTS TO LOCAL ORGANISATIONS
Hassocks Parish Council has a small budget for
grants to assist local community groups or for
projects and activities that will benefit local
residents. 
This year the Council will consider requests for
funding at its meeting in September 2020 and
all applications must be received by Friday
28th August. 
For further information please contact the
Parish Council Office on 01273 842714 or
email info@hassocks-pc.gov.uk. 
Full details of how you can apply can also be
found on the Parish Council’s website
www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk    Ian Cumberworth 

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ram-
blers' group for the Mid Sussex area we offer a
varied programme of walks throughout the year
to suit all ages and abilities.   Our walks pro-
gramme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with in-
formation about the group.   

Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends
throughout the year and vary in length from 4-
12 miles.   During the summer there are short
walks on Wednesday evenings, trial walks and
leisurely nature walks.
New and experienced walkers are both very
welcome and if you would like to try one of our
walks please get in touch via the Contact Form
on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our
Secretary and Publicity Officer, Sue Blandford,
on 01403 255654.                           Jo Mitchell

THE HURSTPIERPOINT NSPCC DIS-
TRICT committee recently held a coffee
morning at which £271.57 was raised which
was a very good result considering the current
situation.
Thank you very much to all our supporters who
enjoyed some lovely cake and to the committee
and helpers. 
A big thank you also to the shops who donated
raffle prizes and to the Hurst Bowls Club for
their lovely venue.                                        Jo



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

Mid-Sussex landscaper Paul Wilkinson asked the community to nominate an NHS worker to re-
ceive one of these beautiful Spring planters supplied by South Downs Nurseries in Hassocks.
“We were only too happy to show our support and help him out by donating these planters, which
he delivered to the
doors of 50 NHS
workers”, said
Sarah Mead from
the family-run gar-
den centre in the
Brighton Road.
Paul received a
rapturous welcome
as he delivered the
planters to front-
line health workers
in Hassocks,
Keymer, Ditch-
ling, Clayton,
Burgess Hill and
Hurstpierpoint.

Sarah Mead

SPRING BLOOMS FOR NHS WORKERS



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

At Westmeston Parish Hall

nr Ditchling

Janet Irwin: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

JB LAWNMOWING
Free Estimates

Call Jonathan 

07974 582413
or email: beachjonathan16@gmail.com

john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

HASSOCKS MARKET We are now planning
to run a market on the 4th Saturday of each
month as government guidelines have said
from 1st June open air markets can trade again.

Catriona

THE ACORnS nuRSERy If you are look-
ing for a wonderful traditional nursery with for-
est school adventures, please take a look at our
website www.theacornsnurseryand-
forestschool.com and come and meet us.
Set in the heart of Lindfield and Westmeston,

near Ditchling, our two settings follow the
same programme in different ways. In our rel-
atively small settings, the children play and

learn together, spending lots of time outside,
nurtured by a professional, experienced team,
led by Janet Irwin a qualified teacher. It is a
nursery school where ‘learning and laughter go
hand in hand’ and we have lots of fun. 
Janet started The Acorns in her home in Lind-
field as she couldn’t find what she wanted for
her own children. Over thirty years later, she
still runs it with the same passion and values,
aspiring for the best outcomes for all the chil-
dren who attend. 
A programme for home-educated children runs
alongside the nursery at Westmeston and it also
caters for children deferring entry to school.
For four weeks in July and August, The Acorns
runs a very popular holiday playscheme for 2-
11 year olds at Westmeston Parish Hall. Fingers
crossed it will run this year! Regstration forms
are on the website under Holiday Fun. For
more details Tel: 01444 455081
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com
email:janetirwin@janetirwin.co.uk 

Janet Irwin



Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

MaintenanCe | DeSign | COnStRuCtiOn

OliveR eDwaRDS

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

For all your bookkeeping needs

call or e-mail Michelle

07775 878020
mbudd1371@yahoo.com

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL It is hard to
know where to start filling you in on the recent
months, a very different picture to the usual
busy spring and summer terms filled with out-
door activities and events.  But for those read-
ers who do not have a connection with The
Windmills here is a snapshot of what has been
happening.
As you will know schools were told to close
from Monday 23rd March with only a few days
notice.  Staff at The Windmills had already
been preparing for this eventuality and were up
and running from ‘Day One’ with an online
learning platform which was available to all
children who were able to engage in that.
Whilst many parents were juggling working
from home with childcare and home schooling,
the positive comments we received from many
of them confirmed that the learning platform
was providing many of the children with a rou-
tine and the ability to continue their education
from home! During this period the school re-
mained open to the children of key workers and

vulnerable children with members of staff
working on a rota basis to support them.
The next phase was then to re-open the school
to our Year 6 pupils.   This took a huge amount
of meticulous planning with the 3 classes being
split into 6 with no more than 15 children in
each ‘pod’, whilst still running 3 classes for the
key worker and vulnerable children.  To ensure
social distancing this involved 9 different start
and finish times, staggered breaks and different
‘zones’ for play to be sure the children only
mixed with those in their ‘pod’!   
We were delighted on the first day back that
84% of our Y6 children returned to school
showing great confidence in the robust systems
and structures that had been put in place.   Both
parents and children were really positive about
the return to school and after just a few days
everyone got used to the times and routes for
coming in and out of school and to the one-way
system in place within the building!  Whilst the
focus during lessons was on getting the chil-
dren secondary ready and talking about

IN STOCK SOON
2020/2021 Academic Diaries 

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks (next to Costa Coffee)

01273 846978



IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

**NEW** Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 

Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

PaintEr, DECorator

& tilEr

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

transition the need to think about new ways to
make breaktimes interesting gave the children
the opportunity to be inventive.   With support
from their teachers and TAs they came up with
a range of games to play that conform to the so-
cial distancing rules!  
We are so proud of the children for the way
they have adapted to these changing circum-
stances – not forgetting those who continued
online learning at home with support from their
teachers.   We must of course not forget to men-
tion the care and dedication shown by staff at
The Windmills during this time - proving just
what an amazing team they are!      Sue Bandy

JULIE ROBERTS AND MICHAEL HIN-
TON Hi Everyone, We hope you are all well
and coping with the restrictions and stress of
the privations.
In March we had a very successful gig at The
Birch Hotel and I had hoped to be writing to
you about the British Heart Foundation concert
at Danny House in Hurstpierpoint which was

due to take place on 29th March.
But the world has changed with corona virus,
so I would just like to draw your attention to
Julie’s website which has a brief report with
pictures of the Birch Hotel concert and details
of concerts we hope to be able to do. There are
also some recordings you might like to listen
to.
Thank you all for your support and encourage-
ment. It’s being able to share music that makes
it all so worthwhile and enjoyable. We hope to
be back with more live music in the autumn.
The present times must be extremely difficult
for millions of people so we don’t know what
state the country will be in, in the coming
weeks and months.
If you haven’t seen it you may be interested in
an outstanding documentary on jazz legend,
Miles Davis, his triumphs and tragedies, which
is on BBC i-player.
Do contact us if you have any questions. 
www.julierobertsmusic.co.uk

David Roberts



one•nine

Private Hire
www.one-nine.co.uk

Your Local Personal Private Hire/Taxi Service

01273 841919 or 07889 141136

We go anywhere - Local or Long Distance
Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues 

Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004
Fully insured and licensed by MSDC

Advance bookings recommended

JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Sadly Ditch-
ling Film Society has had to cancel all our films
up to July 2020 as a result of the Coronavirus
pandemic.
Hopefully we will return in October 2020 with
an exciting and entertaining new programme
but, in the meantime, a very big thank you to
all our faithful supporters and we send you all
good wishes and trust that you keep well and
safe until we meet again.  

Rowena Cager & Melanie Samuel

OUR TENT IN THE WOODS

I put on my wellies
And guess where I went
To the woods with my friends
Where we made a tent

We made brown muddy prints
On a great big sheet
And then we jumped on it
With both of our feet

The next bit was tricky
And why was that....
Well.. we needed a safe space
That was nice and flat

We had to work hard
And work as a team
To make our special tent
The best you’ve ever seen

With wooden clothes pegs
We hung up the sheet
Now our tent in the woods
Was almost complete

But what could we sit on
With our muddy feet
Well....we had buckets of course
And we all had a seat

We had so much fun
We sang songs and played games
I can’t wait....
until we can do it again

© Janet Irwin 2020



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

Station GaraGe Hassocks 844256

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  adaStra  BowlinG  CluB

A local business supporting the local community

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

We thank Dave Evans of Hurstpierpoint for the following:- Mr Simmons was Company Ser-

geant Major for the Royal Sussex Regiment.  He joined up at the Cadettal in Hurstpierpoint

High Street.  This is where the men of Hurstpierpoint joined up for WWI.

Mr Simmons

Cadettal

Dave |Evans



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH Happy Birth-
day to QD, and the staff there who do such a
brilliant job connecting our village communi-
ties! And greetings to all readers after such a
long break. Looking back, I see that we were
open here for just three weeks before closing
down again in March, when life underwent such
a dramatic transformation. Since then, the Re-
serve, too, has transformed itself, emerging from
the slop of winter’s mud in spectacularly exu-
berant style. Only now is the drought of the past
few weeks beginning to bite. Only now are the
sweet, sappy leaves of spring learning that being
sweet and sappy is rather too much of a good
thing for salad-munchers, and arming them-
selves with bitter tannins and alkaloids to ward
attackers off. I have been watching this process
in action in the herb garden, where our tender
shoots have been nibbled, only to grow back
with darker, thicker, more pungent leaves. Latest
research into the intelligence of plants is con-
firming what the indigenous peoples of the
world have always believed, that is to say: Plants
know more than we think! Not only can they
communicate with one another and with the

teeming life of the soil through threadlike net-
works of roots and fungal hyphae (a primordial
‘internet’ which has been humming away for bil-
lions of years) – but they can hear and very pos-
sibly see above ground too, not with a limited
number of organs like us, but with millions of
sensors, capable of detecting and responding to
sounds, forms and colours! There is a theory that
birdsong stimulates plant growth and if this is
true it might in some way explain the green vi-
tality of this particular spring. With the white
noise of air traffic, road traffic and petrol ma-
chinery temporarily silenced, everyone has com-
mented on the beauty of the birdsong. Nature
can hear itself! Even the ash trees, which were
in such terrible trouble a few months ago, seem
to be fighting back. The shock of what has hap-
pened to us humans since the arrival of COVID-
19, highlights the oft-stated maxim that we are
‘not alone’. We too are part and parcel of the in-
teractive and intelligent community of life on
earth and the wilderness inside us is busy 
communicating with its natural neighbours and
reinventing and transforming itself, just as the
leaves of our lettuces do in the garden. This is



PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

Online Teaching - Help with Schooling
• Phonics • Reading • KS2 Art Lessons (New)

SEN • SATS • Maths (Primary - Year 10)

DBS Checked •35 yrs teaching experience 
Also available to look after children in school holidays

Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE • Hassocks 07413 733556

one very real source of hope. The nature of Na-
ture, given half a chance, is to restore balance
and maintain vitality wherever damage occurs
and the flow of Life is interrupted. We are an in-
separable part of this miracle and the vitality
which pumps sap to the top of an oak tree is our
natural birthright too, which is one reason why
breathing under trees and getting our hands dirty
in the soil, as scientists agree, is so good for us.
And why one of the more miraculous aspects of
‘lock down’ has been a national resurgence of
interest in growing things and seeking quiet
times in green places – reconnecting ourselves

to our real life support machine!
The geese, goslings, ducks, ducklings, frogs,
newts, woodpeckers, lambs, red kites and other
thriving inhabitants of the Reserve, attest to the
power of this connection, as do the foxgloves,
roses, campions, daisies, and elderflowers, now
filling the air with scents of summer. We fer-
vently hope it won’t be too long before we can
open our gates and welcome visitors again.
Meanwhile, here are wafts of fresh air from
Ditchling and warmest wishes for health and
happiness from all of us at Stoneywish!

Rosemary

B G S
~ Landscaping
~ Patios
~ Surfacing
~ Turfing
~ Brickwork

All aspects of groundworks 
undertaken.

Tel: Nick 07464 773063

ContaCt 

for a 

free quote



Wellesley Wealth Advisory
Wellesley House, 50 Victoria Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9LH
01273 025946 | giles.turner@sjpp.co.uk | www.wellesleywa.co.uk

Wellesley Wealth Advisory is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth 
Management (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 
solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s 
website at www.sjp.co.uk/products. The `St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles `Partner’ and `Partner Practice’ 
are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives. Wellesley Wealth Advisory is a trading 
name of Wellesley Investment Management Ltd.

I am a Chartered Financial Planner with over 15 years’ experience. I work with 
people like you to help them secure their financial future by putting the right plans 
in place today.

I love being a part of Hassocks Village, and feel lucky to be able to watch my 
children grow up within this inspiring community.

I can help you with all aspects of financial planning including investment, pension 
and inheritance tax planning. It is the creation of the Financial Plan that is key to 
delivering your desired outcomes.

Please contact me if you are looking for guidance on planning for your  
financial future.

 
Giles Turner APFS  
Chartered Financial Planner

“�e success we have in the future is built on the plans 
we make today”

Introducing
Giles Turner
Your local financial planner
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• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

The ClayTon Tunnel rail Crash

occurred on Sunday 25 August 1861, five miles
from Brighton on the south coast of England.
At the time it was the worst accident on the
British railway system. A train ran into the back
of another inside the tunnel, killing 23 and in-
juring 176 passengers. 
Three north-bound trains left Brighton station
within a few minutes of one another. At the
southern entrance to Clayton Tunnel an auto-
matic signal failed to return to danger after the
first train passed, allowing the second train to
follow it into the tunnel. The signaller at the
south end of the tunnel belatedly waved a red
flag in an attempt to stop the second train, but
thought that it had not been seen. However the
driver of the second train had briefly glimpsed
the flag and stopped his train inside the tunnel.
The signaller then misinterpreted a 'line clear'
telegraph message from the signal box at the
north end of the tunnel as referring to the sec-
ond train instead of the first, and signalled the
third train into the tunnel

The second and third trains then collided in the
tunnel with great force. The second train was
pushed forward, and the locomotive obliterated
the guard's van at the rear before smashing into
the last carriage. It then rode up over the car-
riage roof and smashed its chimney against the
tunnel roof before stopping. Many of the 23
deaths were in this last carriage, where passen-
gers were burnt or scalded to death by the bro-
ken engine. The bodies of a number of the
victims were stored temporarily in the cellar of
The Hassocks Hotel. 
A nine-day inquest was held at Brighton town
hall into the deaths of the 23 victims. It con-
cluded with the jury giving a verdict of
manslaughter against Charles Legg, the assis-
tant stationmaster of Brighton station, finding
him negligent by starting three trains so close
together (against the rules of the company).
The jury did not find any negligence by either
signalmen Killick or Brown. Legg was com-
mitted for trial for manslaughter, but found not
guilty.



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

CRISIS IN THE COMMUNITY – SUSSEX

VALE ROTARY As with everyone else, Sus-
sex Vale Rotary has had to react to Government
restrictions introduced to deal with the Coron-
avirus crisis.   Our meetings are now held via
Zoom, but we are still remaining active in the
local communities.  At the start of the year, we
were very pleased to receive a Gold Citation
from Rotary International in recognition of our
work during 2018-19.  We have continued our
work locally in a number of different ways.  
As you might imagine, the local foodbanks are
facing an unprecedented demand for their help
and Sussex Vale Rotary has donated £1,000.00
to support the ongoing operation.  At the end of
April club members were invited to take part in
a week of activities to raise a donation for St
Peter & St James Hospice, as like many other
charities their income has fallen dramatically.
The challenge was to spend 26 minutes per day
on a sponsored event, for the week 26 April- 2
May.  All the effort expended was worthwhile
and £500 was raised and donated.   
With the schools closed and home education re-

placing them, keeping children entertained is a
challenge, so to help with this, we created 20
Activity Packs which were given to the local
foodbanks for distribution.  Each pack had a
sketch pad, felt pens, coloured pencils, a jigsaw
and a book, all aimed at those aged from 9-12
years.   In addition, we became aware some
families were struggling with getting enough
food, so emergency food packages were made
up and distributed through the local infant and
primary schools in Ditchling, Hassocks and
Hurstpierpoint.  
In an attempt to lighten the atmosphere caused
by the Covid19 crisis, an Easter Bonnet com-
petition was advertised on Facebook and those
who wanted to take part were asked to submit
photos of their creations.  The event was di-
vided into two age groups and we were im-
pressed at the high standard of competition.  As
judging was so difficult, it was decided to in-
crease the prizes awarded by introducing a
‘highly commended’ category in addition to the
first and second place positions.  So, Ivy and
Ava came first in their age groups, Felix and



Elise were runners-up and Jack and Luna were
highly commended.  
In addition to all this, the ladies from Hassocks
WI and Rotary have been very busy sewing
scrubs bags for the NHS, with three deliveries
taking place in the last 5 weeks and well over
100 bags donated.  Like many others, Sussex
Vale members have also volunteered as helpers
to the NHS and Red Cross.  
If you are interested in learning more about Ro-
tary and how you can help, please contact our
club secretary on 07546 111996 or 
secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk, he will be

pleased to hear from you.  We can also be found
on Facebook and our website is available at
www.rotary-sxvale.org.uk.

Duncan Honeyman

FRIENDS OF TWINEHAM SCHOOL
would like to thank everyone who has been
helping raise money for a new outdoor forest
school classroom, via Co-op membership. We
have raised over £400 so far.
If you haven’t signed up, please use the web
address below, and please encourage as many
friends and relatives to do so too;
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/39953 choose
‘sign in’ if you have a Co-op card, or ‘become
a member’ if you don’t.
Then you just need to make sure you swipe
your card every time you buy own brand prod-
ucts in the Co-op or use any Co-op service. You
will earn yourself 5% of the total to spend in
store, and 1% will go towards Twineham
School. 
Thank you for your help and we wish everyone
well in these difficult times.

Nicola Brotherton

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel

QD Stationery - 01273 846978 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

OUTSIDE GAMES

Craft Items, Kids Toys, 

Activity Sets, Colouring Books, 

Puzzle Books, Paints, 

Face Paints, Party Bag Fillers



01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can de-

liver comprehensive range of services including:  

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

Mon . - Fri . 7.30am - 5.00 pm* • Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm* excluding Bank Holidays

A. Twine Butcher
27 Keymer Road, Hassocks   01273 842296

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook • Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

Free 

LocaL 

DeLivery
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REED WARBLERS AND SEDGE WAR-

BLERS - I BLESS THE RAINS DOWN IN

AFRICA It’s amazing how a song can trans-
port you someplace else. I can’t hear ‘Africa’
by American soft-rockers Toto without drifting
back 35 years to a school disco in Plymouth.
Right now I’m sat by a Sussex reedbed listen-
ing to two songs simultaneously pouring from
deep in the reeds. These songs also take me
back to my childhood and Saturday mornings
spent birdwatching beside similar reedbeds in
South Devon. 
These summer singers are two small brown
birds; the Reed Warbler and the Sedge Warbler
and their songs make me feel strangely nostal-
gic for a place I have never been; Ghana,
where these warblers will have spent the winter
before returning to Sussex each spring. Reed
Warblers are rather plain whereas Sedge War-
blers sport a streaky back and stripy head with
a heavy ‘eyebrow’ that fixes them with a per-
manently intense expression.  But these identi-
fication features aren’t important because

you’ll rarely see these secretive birds. But, boy,
will you hear them! Because when they start
singing they just can’t stop.
The Reed Warbler’s song is a loud, repetitive
stuttering chatter of jumbled phrases that just
just doesn’t just doesn’t seem to just just just
just doesn’t just doesn’t seem to seem to go
anywhere. It sounds like one of those ware-
house-sized 1950’s computers churning out
data. The Sedge Warbler’s song is similar but
much more energetic and erratic with added
harsh ‘churrrs’ and whistles giving the overall
impression that it urgently needs a straight-
jacket and heavy medication.    
These complex songs have a simple message;
‘Hey ladies, my territory is so rich in insects
that I don’t have to spend much time hunting
for my food; I can waste my time just singing’.
It’s the loudest, longest, craziest song that will
seduce a feathered female. Sedge Warblers
raise their family in a no-thrills nest low in veg-
etation but the Reed Warbler weaves an incred-
ible deep hammock lashed together with spider



STATION GARAGE
Chris Bere & Jim Brown

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERvICED *

*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

silk between the stiff stems of the tall reeds.
The whole cradle will rock as the reeds bow in
the breeze. 
In August, after raising their families, their war-
bler thoughts drift back to Africa where drums
echo and wild dogs cry out in the night. The
warblers will gorge themselves with aphids
and, with a fat belly full of fuel, take off from
Sussex and head over Iberia, North Africa and
the wide Sahara to Ghana; a 3000 mile journey.
I always imagine a Ghanaian naturalist pausing
momentarily each autumn to observe these re-
turning visitors. Do his thoughts drift to the
Sussex riverside where they spent the summer?
When the rains return to Africa in the spring
they will summon the insect food that will
again power their tiny warbler wings back to
England to add to my Sussex summer sound-

track. 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sus-
sex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked with
local people for over half a century to make
Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help
protect our rich natural heritage.  
Please consider supporting our work.  
As a member you will be invited to join me on
our regular wildlife walks and also enjoy free
events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife
magazine and our Sussex guide book, Discov-
ering Wildlife.  
It’s easy to join online at
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join.

Michael Blencowe



HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
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STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Hello everyone it’s good to be back and I hope you’re well and have survived the last few months.  I know for some it’s been
heaven and for others it’s been hell.  Personally I have to admit I’ve enjoyed the quiet roads, clear skies, fresh clean air and the
abundance of wildlife that has thrived and become a part of our lives all over again.  I’ve been impressed by the way you’ve em-
brassed our wild bird population and done so much to make sure they’ve survived in these very strange times.  You’ve also been
amazing the way you’ve stayed local and patronised all the local businesses that were allowed to continue trading - we all thank
you very much.
I’m sure most of you will agree that the staff of our local supermarkets Budgens and Sainsburys all deserve a medal for the fan-
tastic work they’ve done since all this began and have continued to do so - a big thank you to you all.  Next door to Budgens I
see the Pink Palace is finished and ready to go, I’m not sure why the Barbie Dolls are pinned to the wall, I can only think that
you point to the one you like the look of and say I want to look like that.  We’ll have to wait and see until it eventually opens.
What’s going on in the shop next door, I haven’t got a clue since day one of the lockdown, I don’t think one piece of stock has
entered the building, the shelves are now so devoid of stock that when you speakyou get an echo - such a huge missed opportunity
for the owners of Orion News, it’s a shame we didn’t have ANSH from Keymer down here in their place, he knew what to do
and made the most of the situation, well stocked shop and long hours, well done that man.
You do have to feel sorry for our established hairdressers, it’s been a long time to stay closed, reopening July perhaps.  Russell
Thatcher has been keeping his customers up to date with regular news letters on his window - we now call him Rip Van Russell
because of his magnificent mop of grey hair with beard to match and as we have always been led to expect from Russell he’s
done an online course to improve his knowledge of Covid19 and how to implement the new government guidelines for hair-
dressers, the course was run by the Hair and Beauty Association so now as well as a haircut he’ll be able to pluck your eyebrows
and wax your legs at the same time - only joking Russell.
Obviously no takers for Ripples old shop but I’m surprised they’ve been able to leave it in the state it’s in and will there be
shops under that new development which was the old Post Office?
All that is left is the hairdressers just up from me is also having a complete refit, seems to be the thing to do these days if you
can afford it, the newsletter on the window informs us that they can’t wait to open their doors again to see this wonderful village
thriving again - WOW that must be some kind of refit, but obviously they haven’t been around to see the huge queues outside
Hassocks Hardware, the Butchers and other small businesses, trust me girls our wonderful village is thriving, still it’s going to
be great to see you re-open again even if we won’t recognise you in your masks and PPE, I’d better go now, keep loving and
feeding wildlife, stay safe and alert (love that one) and please wherever you can Stay Local.   Love you loads - Steve

Helium  BalloonsHelium  Balloons
QD Stationery

52 Keymer rd, Hassocks  01273 846978

Bunches of 3 from £6.50 of 5 from £9.50     

Foil Balloons from £4.50

Giant Numbers from £8.50

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti, 
Place Cards, Serviettes,  etc.

* WE ARE UNABLE TO FILL BALLOONS WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED IN THE SHOP *
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