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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

PaintEr, DECorator

& tilEr

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

Opening Hours

Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on
01273 843946 

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD
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Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Oct. - 31st Mar. 2021.)
OPEN Mon, Tues,Wed,Fri Sat & Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (CLOSED THURSDAY)

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS



JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

We have been given this postcard to publish from Michael Alford of Stoneywish Nature Reserve 

with the request “Does anyone know where this is in or around Ditchling?”

If you do know where this is please email info@qdstationery.co.uk



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

StAtion GArAGe hassocks  01273 844256

Proud sponsors of  AdAStrA  bowlinG  club

A local business supporting the local community

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Once again Chris and Jill Kitcher will not be

sending Christmas cards this year but will donate

to charity instead. We would however like to wish

an incredibly happy and healthy Christmas and

new year (although it may be a bit quieter this

year) to all of their friends and neighbours.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rod and Judith Jenner send Christmas greetings

to all Friends in Ditchling, Hassocks and Hurst.

It has been a strange year but let's hope 2021

will be better. God bless and this year we are 

giving Donation to Sussex Cancer Care.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Is there anyone local

who could assist me by taking dictation and

typing. I expect to pay for this. I need to

record my memories of Canterbury RFC

1960-70 to cover that period of the Clubs

100th. year history that the Secretary is 

compiling. Keymer, 01273 846207 

or chris-daughton@freeuk.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Air AmbulAnce Kent Surrey SuS-
Sex - chriStmAS AppeAl We appreciate
that Christmas might not be the same this year,
with restrictions limiting our chances of parties and
drinks with colleagues and friends, so why not
spread the festive cheer with some KSS ideas: 
Brew with the (Christmas) Crew – Join us virtually
at 6:30pm on the 15th December. Register for your
invite below. 
Why not give your virtual Christmas get together
a KSS twist and download our fun party pack.
Or simply donate to our Christmas appeal to help
our life-saving work.
For more information on our festive activities: 
Call: 01634 471 944
E-Mail: community@aakss.org.uk
Visit: www.aakss.org.uk/christmas-with-kss/

Katie Rose

Don’t leave it all to the last minute!

Christmas Cards, Gift Tags, Christmas Wrap, Santa Hats, 

Stockings, Stocking Fillers, Diaries, Calendars, Year Planners
QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, HassocKs 01273 846978



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

LOCATED IN A BRAND NEW FACILITY IN SAYERS COMMON

24HR CCTV, TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

FREE QUOTATIONS,  EXPERIENCED REMOVAL SERVICES

0800 612 2903

LOCAL 

FAMILY RUN

STORAGE 

www.dinostore.net

HASSOCKS CHRISTMAS LIGHTS Although
the Light Up Hassocks event is sadly not able to
go ahead this year due to the Coronavirus pan-
demic, Hassocks will still have its traditional
Christmas Lights throughout the village. Hassocks
Parish Council is pleased to confirm that it has en-
tered into a new three year contract to ensure the
village enjoys the sparkle of lights each Christmas
until 2022. This year, the Council has also paid
for a much needed full refurbishment of the Merry
Christmas Hassocks motif which is displayed out-
side Hassocks Hardware. Many residents may not
realise that the electricity for this motif is gener-
ously provided every year by Hassocks Hardware
and that without their support this light would not
be illuminated, so a big thank you to Hassocks
Hardware. The provisional date for lighting up
the village is 1st December 2020, although at the
time of writing this has yet to be confirmed.  

Ian Cumberworth

YOUR PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP
wishes you all a very happy and healthy festive
season. 
Access to the Doctor’s Practice will continue as

normal until Christmas Eve. Dates and times for
your diaries:
The Ditchling and Hassocks surgeries will close at
1 pm on Christmas Eve, re-opening on Tuesday
29th December.
The Hurstpierpoint surgery will close at 6 pm on
Christmas Eve, also until 29th December.
All surgeries will be closed on New Year’s Day. 
You can access medical services during this time
through NHS111, LIVI and your nearest A&E. 
The Mid Sussex Health Care Patient Participation
Group Midsussex.healthcareppg@gmail.com.

Louise Evatt  

We thank Judy Tilbury for the following letter:-
There will not be an open day this year because of
Covid and my mask making.
Please call to make an appointment to see my
bookmarks, coasters, keyrings and many lovely
beaded Christmas items that are available
- buy now, order and pay later.  Items
can have names and dates added
too. Call 01273 843477.  As always
the proceeds will go to Headway.
Look forward to seeing you. 



JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

07725 841590 
danieljbarenas@gmail.com

Quality seasoned logs to keep you warm in the winter nights.
all mixed hardwood logs are dry & fully seasoned

half Cubic metre  £45.00half Cubic metre  £45.00

1 Cubic metre £80.001 Cubic metre £80.00

Natural Kindling £3 • Kindling £4.50Natural Kindling £3 • Kindling £4.50

stacking fee £12 per cubic metrestacking fee £12 per cubic metre

LOGS

Mobile Car wash
based in hassocks • Fully insured

i have my own power & water supply

Call me for a quote 

07912 421814
www.ocdautospa.co.uk

SpecialiSing in:

Women’s & Men’s 
hair cutting & styling 

Blow dries 
& Kids haircuts 

07731 633865
romyhairstylist@gmail.com

DOWNLANDS SCHOOL REPORT I’m writing
this on 3rd November, the second day of the second
part of the Autumn term. As a school we have
much to look forward to, despite the fact that we
are all heading into another national
lockdown. This time, as schools can stay open, it’s
business as usual, or the ‘new usual’ anyway!
We continue to deliver the full curriculum although
we are not able to offer the full ‘experience’ in
some subjects due to the ‘bubbles’. We are looking
forward to getting back to normal at some point but

in the meantime, we will continue to make changes
to improve our systems with everyone’s’ safety as
our top priority.
Last month the final raised from the #HelloYellow
Day organised by the charity YoungMinds raised
£1352.  

We have three fundraising days to look forward
to. We are holding ‘Daisy’s Crazy Trainer Day’ on
Friday 6th November, raising money for Chestnut
Tree House in memory of our former pupil Daisy
Bushnell, who sadly passed away in 2017. On this
day all students and staff come to school wearing
‘crazy’ trainers. Everyone makes a small donation



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

www.loveyourcomputer.co.uk

01444 253702 / 07765 132270

Computer, Tablet & Smartphone Help
Patricia Rykiel – See New Website

A. Twine Butcher

01273 842296

Tues. - Fri . 7.30am - 4.00 pm*  Sat. 7.30am - 3.00pm
*except Bank Holidays

Pop In & See Us •Phone Orders Taken •  Free Local Delivery •  Find us on Facebook

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

Don’t leave it to the last Minute !
order early for Chri stmas.

tures in the local media and on our social media
pages.
Downlands are also big supporters of ‘Children in
Need’ and this year we will be holding a non-uni-
form day. We are unable to support in bigger ways
this year, but we are confident that our students,
staff and parents will support this very worthy
cause and help Downlands to raise a substantial
sum for Children in Need. 2020, more than any
other year has seen an increase in mental health is-
sues for children and this is the focus of fundraising
this year.
Our final fundraising day is our ‘Christmas Jumper
Day’, taking place on Friday 18th December. This
year we are splitting the funds raised between St
Peter & St James Hospice and our very own Down-
lands School Association (DSA). Our DSA have
been unable to hold their usual fundraising events,
so they have come up with some ingenious ways
to raise fund virtually. They will be holding a Year
7 Virtual Quiz night and hope to hold a Christmas
Quiz too. The DSA help our school by funding a
variety of projects that help Downlands to give
their students the best facilities.



• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

Due to having to spend more time outside this
winter, we have embarked upon a project to pro-
vide useable outside space that is available in all
weathers. During our October half term, we had a
canopy put up over the playground. This will pro-
vide our Year 9’s with a covered outside area. As
you will understand, we have to keep our students
in their Year Group bubbles so we need to provide
coverage in other areas of our school and this is
what the DSA is going to be helping to raise funds
for.
The DSA are also planning a Virtual Christmas
Raffle, which, I hope by the time you read this, has

taken place and has been well supported.
Until next time - Best wishes from all at Down-
lands for a very happy Christmas and a much better
2021! Gail Wickens

1ST HASSOCKS CUBS LOCAL CHRISTMAS

CARD DELIVERY 2020 The Cubs are once
again delivering local Christmas post in Hassocks
and Keymer.  We have kept the price the same as
last year, to bring some well needed cheer in these
difficult times. Please use correct change to keep
everyone safe. Post boxes can be found in Has-
socks Pet Centre, Hassocks Eyecare Centre,
Marchants Estate Agents, QD Stationery and Has-
socks Hardware.

All boxes close on Saturday
19th December.  Deliveries
will be made up to and includ-
ing 24th December.  Your con-
tinued support is very much
appreciated, and we wish you
all a very merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year.

1st Hassocks Cubs



The Hassocks
Station Approach East, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8HN, 

01273 842113
www.thehassocks.co.uk     chris@thehassocks.co.uk 

We will be back hopefully 

very soon when Boris allows it.

Firstly, a massive thank you to our 

customers who have continued to support 

us during this hard time, whether it be 

popping in for a pint, having a bite to eat 

in the pub or from the Street Food tents, 

supporting Hassocks Comedy in the garden

or the music events from Brighthelmstone.

It’s been great to see you all.

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year from

Chris, Gillian, Jo, Fiona & all the Team 



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

Quality WindoWs & Building services
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation

For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors          

Conservatories & Porches

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

All aspects of building work

Roofing Kitchens

Pointing Bathrooms

Decorating General Maintenance

PYECOMBE CHURCH CHRIST-
MAS SHOP Saturday 5th December

11 am to 3 pm at Pyecombe Church,
many gifts, hand-made hats, cakes,

hampers, etc., all can be viewed and or-
dered online from mid-November at

www.instagram.com/ThePyecombeShop. 
Karen Lewis

HASSOCKS GOES GOLD is amazed to an-
nounce that the 2020 Grand Total raised in Pearl’s
name for Research into Childhood Cancer is cur-
rently a staggering £13,249!
The generosity and enthusiasm from residents and
businesses alike, especially at such a difficult time,
has been overwhelming. I didn’t think we would
be able to even match last year’s total, but we’ve
smashed it! 
Thank you so much to everyone who supported
Hassocks Goes Gold 2020. 
191 businesses, organisations and fundraisers got
involved!
Crazy numbers and heights of sunflowers were
grown!
128 fabulous prizes were donated to the auction,
raising £3607
17 lapel ribbon boxes were hosted, raising £389

65 giant gold bows were sponsored, raising £1300
15 amazing fundraising events were held (gold
runs, raffles, flipathons, sales and yoga classes),
raising £7247
Keep safe in the months ahead, there will be more
glitter and gold in 2021!                            Rachel 

HISTORY OF ST LAWRENCE FAIR I’m sorry
to spoil a good story but the statement that the fair
has taken place every year since the granting of the
charter in 1312 ”breaking only during World Wars
I and II and this [year] with the Covid 19 virus is
incorrect. The St. Lawrence Fair had ceased long
before World War 1.
Hurstpierpoint Rector the Rev Carey Borrer, com-
menting in 1873 on an entry in the Marchant Diary
for 10th August 1715 recording the Fair, wrote that
”In later years the fair was always held on 1st May,
but when the change took place I cannot tell. It is
now suppressed.”
The nearest equivalent in the first half of the 20th
century, and which as previously stated raised
money for local hospitals, was Hospital Saturday,
later known at The Carnival.
The St. Lawrence Fair was revived by the parish
church in 1956, initially in aid of church funds.

John Norris



john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 

Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based
HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Dianne
& I started this group in February 2018 and were
quite anxious as to how many people would be in-
terested. HMSG has been very successful and the
years programme was greatly enjoyed by our 42
members. It is sad, due to the Covid situation, that
we have been unable to meet since February 2019.
A letter was sent in September to all our members
stating that we were staying closed and reviewing
the situation in March 2021, hoping to reopen in
April 2021. Thankfully all our speakers have
agreed to come in the corresponding month for the
following year - programme planning has never
been so easy!
I would like to wish all our members a very Happy
Christmas and a happy and healthy 2021.
I look forward to seeing you all again. If any of you
would like to contact Dianne 01273 835284 or my-
self we would love to hear from you.
All the very best.                                              Ann

RECORD HURST GYM AWARDS With excel-
lent work from the gymnasts and coaches, Hurst-
pierpoint Gymnastics Club will be presenting a
record number of awards this term. With nearly

200 already earned, the total will be well over that
record mark by the presentation days in December.
These will be supplemented by the Annual awards
for each year group deferred from July.
The coaches have been working extremely hard,
not only with the gymnasts, but also with the new
Covid clean regime, sterilising mats and equipment
between every group and keeping the children in
the classes in safe bubbles of six. Over 90% have
renewed attendance this term, while average class
sizes have been reduced by nearly a quarter. Praise
is due to the Pre-schoolers who are coming in in-
dependently and working very hard on their skills.
As you may know, with current restrictions on
gatherings for adults, we have taken the sad deci-
sion to cancel the Christmas Fair. We hope it will
be reinstated next year.
Our waiting lists have disappeared for all current
classes. If you think you are on the waiting list for
any group please enquire because our waiting lists
are empty. There are a just few spaces in each class
for January and the Spring term.
More details about the Club are on its web-
site www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk

Andrew



31st January 2021



Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

JRJ Landscaping
Hard and Soft Landscaping

Decking • Timber Car Ports • Paving

Fencing • Tree Surgery

07522  244150  •   07968 711930
jasperg-g@hotmail.com • mbmapleleafgardens@gmail.com

In Partnership With Maple Leaf Gardens

Kevin Jerrey
Interior & Exterior Decorating

Over 30 years experience • Advanced City & Guilds

01273 844213

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

A VISIT TO A
H A S S O C K S
M U S E U M
SAW A NINE-
Y E A R - O L D
FROM EAST
GRINSTEAD
HAVE HIS
U N U S U A L
WISH COME
TRUE The
youngster wrote
to the Museum
of Gardening
asking for a spe-
cial look at their
amazing collec-

tion of ride-on lawnmowers. Curator Clive Gravett
wanted to meet a fellow enthusiast, and invited
Felix along for a special behind-the-scenes tour at
the South Downs Heritage Centre.
Felix saw a television item about Clive’s collection
and it was arranged for him to visit with his par-
ents, brother and sister for a full tour and the rare
opportunity to sit on various mowers, something

not normally permitted. “Felix really enjoyed the
visit, and he and his family joined us for tea and
cakes, plus more questions about lawn mowers”,
explains Clive who presented Felix with a signed
copy of his book - Two Men Went to Mow.”
“Felix was
thrilled to get a
copy of your
book and took it
to bed with him
to learn more”,
his mother said.
“He has spent all
weekend scour-
ing ebay for
mowers and
with his birthday
coming up next
month is work-
ing on persuad-
ing us that a
mower would
make the ideal
gift. And he has almost convinced his grandfather
to store it for him!”                          Clive Gravett



07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBiNG &

HEATiNG LTd

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

STATION GARAGE
* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *

* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERviCEd *

*  BOSCH diAGNOSTiC EQUiPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELdiNG  *  BOdYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANiCAL REPAiRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHiLE YOU WAiT (including diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

HASSOCKS SHOP LOCAL CHRIST-
MAS EVENT Saturday 19th December

from 9 am to 9 pm.  
The Hassocks Village Market will be at Na-

tional Tyres forecourt from 9 am to 12.30 pm.  
Hassocks Infants’ Festive Light Trail will be on all
day.  
Street Food Night Market and Mulled Wine at The
Hassocks Pub from 5 pm to 9 pm.  
Carol Singers in The Hassocks Hotel Marquee
from 6 pm to 7 pm.  
The high street is open late for Christmas Gift
Shopping from 9 am to 9 pm.  Please be responsi-
ble, follow Government Guidelines and have a fun
event.  Support small local business.  Feel good
about it.

IS YOUR CHILD DUE TO START SCHOOL
IN SEPTEMBER 2021? At Twineham, we be-

lieve that every child is a gift and every child is
gifted. We are proud of our inclusive family atmos-
phere. We are a small school that thinks big with
exciting cross-curricular learning. We have a bril-
liant team of supportive and nurturing teachers and
teaching assistants in all four of our classes. Pupils
start in our Buttercups class with a great outside
space and Outdoor Learning in our beautiful
grounds every week. 
Please email head@twineham.w-sussex.sch.uk
or call us on 01444 881207 for information or to
book a visit.  We can welcome you for an individ-
ual tour of our school with Covid-19 protocols in
place; we understand how important it is for you
to see the school in action.
Applications for places take place online at
www.westsussex.gov.uk/education-children-
and-families/schools-andcolleges/school-
places/apply/starting-school-places/ Deadline to



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price!

ride-on mowers/garden Tractors

countax & Westwood our speciality.

enquire about our seasonal service plan.

free collection & delivery Service.

visit our website for more details.

www.sussexgardenmachinery.uk 

01444 244491

Servicing, repairS 

& SaleS of all 

garden machinery

apply: Friday 15th January 2021. We also have
limited places in Years 1 – 4: Please email or call
to find out more.  Remember to apply on time to
get your 1st choice. Out of area? Just ask, we can
help – families have secured places from outside
our immediate catchment.
Please see what our parents said in our latest parent
questionnaire…. ‘What do you like about Twine-
ham CofE School?’ There is a sense of caring, nur-
turing and community from the school and staff.
We are happy with the size of the school and the
flexibility with settling in as we’re aware that the
same is not offered at other schools.  Caring and
friendly environment for children.  Lots of good
after school clubs.  All wonderful.  The family en-
vironment. All teachers know all children. Always
made to feel welcome if need to come into school
to discuss anything.  Nice atmosphere, friendly. I
am happy with the school and teaching ü Inclusiv-
ity.  Friendly. Such a lovely, positive energy at this
school, all the staff are approachable and very
friendly, Headteacher knows every pupil and is
there every morning, rain or shine, to greet them.
The small friendly classes. The outside learning.
The kids like the caring community & the fact they
have friends in other year groups.  That you wel-

come comments & ideas.  Friendliness &
approachability.  Academic but other
learning too (not just in lesson format).
Values (demonstrated not just voiced).
Family atmosphere, smaller classes &
plenty of teaching assistant help.  Small
classes, lovely welcoming feeling.
The family feel it has. Also love the
amount of outside time my child has  Good behav-
iour  Small, friendly, caring   Everything!  Brilliant
teachers and staff most of all.                        

Nicola Brotherton

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HASSOCKS
wish you all a very Happy Christmas. Details of
services will be published on the Church websites
and on posters around the village.
Churches Together in Hassocks will be at the De-
cember village market with Messy Church at
Home family activity packs to give away. And for
those who will be missing the traditional coral
services this year why not come and pick up
‘Home for Christmas’ a free CD with traditional
carols and some modern Christmas songs along
with Bible readings a short Christmas message.

Darryl Sinclair



Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE 

CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating, 

plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience

specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

0771 362 3949
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL The first half
term back at The Windmills has been very produc-
tive – despite the new restrictions imposed on the
staff, children and parents.   Teachers are finding
new ways to teach in interesting and motivational
ways within the new classroom environment and
the children are obviously relishing the challenge!
In science, Year 6 learnt about light, its properties
and how it travels. With the help of special
glasses, they were able to see how
white light diffracts to create the spec-
trum of colours that make up a rainbow;
a symbol that has obviously featured a lot
over recent months.  Despite the weather
changing and the rain making an appearance,
each of the year 5 classes really enjoyed spend-
ing a day in the school grounds working with
Mr Marlow our outdoor learning expert.   They
learnt to use an array of tools, equipment and skills
to begin preparing the ground for a wellbeing area
– coppicing, lighting fires, creating shelters as well
as hunting for mini-beasts of course!    All of the
other classes will get the chance over the coming
term to continue the work already begun with the
aim of making this space suitable for promoting
mindful activities and to encourage wellbeing and

respect for our natural environment in the dedi-
cated wildlife area.  Meantime in the classroom,
year 4 were becoming expert embalmers by mum-
mifying a willing teddy bear and conducting a
tricky scientific experiment in the form of the
mummification of an orange - to be compared over
time with a non-mummified orange.  We await the
results!   Year 3 have used a range of methods to

investigate and present the findings of their
comparison between their own diet
and that of a rabbit when studying
food groups.  Foods from both diets

were sorted in a Venn diagram and the
children created bar charts to show the

results of their investigations into the sugar
content of drinks.  To complete their learn-

ing the children used their knowledge to plan a bal-
anced meal using an ingredient from each food
group to create a delicious meal they would enjoy
eating themselves!  Finally, we wish to thank all
those who donated towards the cost of our new
‘Ninja Course’ adventure playground which was
installed over the summer break.  As well as offer-
ing an interesting activity for the children, this area
acts as a bright and cheerful welcome when enter-
ing the school site!                               Sue Bandy



QD STATIONERY - 01273 846978
Home of the Talk about, Ditchling Dialogue 

and Village Voice magazines

MERRY CHRISTMAS & 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
To all our advertisers, contributors, 

volunteer distributors, delivery drivers, 
Royal mail & of course all you readers

from all of us at QD stationery
Jo, Heidi, natalie, nicki, Helen, elliot & Jas

NOW IN STOCK - 
Christmas Cards, Wrapping Paper, Gift Tags, 
Tinsel, Paper Chains, Christmas Card Holders, 
Diaries & Calendars, stockings, santa Hats,
Reindeer ears, stocking Fillers, Toys, Board

Games, Jigsaws, Craft ideas & more.

PLEASE BE ADVISED WE WILL BE CLOSED BETWEEN 
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR

Helium BalloonsHelium Balloons

QD StAtIonery 52 Keymer rd, Hassocks  01273 846978

* PLEASE BE AWARE DUE TO THE WORLDWIDE HELIUM
SHORTAGE WE ARE UNABLE TO FILL BALLOONS

WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED IN THE SHOP *

Bunches of 3 from £6.50

Bunches of 5 from £9.50     

Foil Balloons from £4.50

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti,

Place Cards, Serviettes,  etc.

Magic 

Reindeer Food

We are selling 

Magic Reindeer Food 

again this year

£1.00 per bag or 3 for £2.50
QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks



Faulty door or Windows locks?

Broken or lost Keys?

locked Out?

• Commercial & domestic

• Free Security Surveys

• Independent

• master Key Systems

• locks Supplied & Fitted

• uPVC door Specialist

• dBS Checked  • 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

tel : 01273 068 086 • mobile : 07538 521 210
Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk 

www.snsecurity.co.uk

Autumn GArdEn ClEArAnCE

tip runs ~ weeding ~ lawn mowing

GOOd rAtES

Call or text Joe for a quote 07990 079622

John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

We thank Derek and Michael Earl for sending in the following:- Further to the photo of Hassocks
British Legion football team kindly submitted by Sue Farrell, Derek and I recognise the following:

Back row reading from left to right: A Fagg; Punch Parsons; ? Gerrard; Doug Simmons; G Love; 
T Abbot; S Simmons; G Brooker; A Burnett.

Front row reading from left to right: E Mottram; G Prout; C Saunders;  ?, ?



Quick ReSPonSe

no cAllout chARge

lockS chAnged & uPgRAded

24 houR cAllout

diScount foR SenioR citizenS

call lucy on 07780 840462
Store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES
Handyman available for : 

Electrical & Small Building Repairs

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed, 

Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience • Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment

Call 01273 831237
or email dca10@btinternet.com

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Ornamental Plant Care

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 

Turfing & New Lawn Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

GIRLGUIDING BEACON DISTRICT (HAS-

SOCKS AND DITCHLING)

Hassocks Rainbows Need YOU! Our wonderful
group of 5 to 7 year old Rainbows is desperate to
meet two inspirational new leaders to take on their
popular and over subscribed unit. If more volun-
teers come forward, we could run two units as
there is an ever increasing waiting list!
The group of 12 meets once a week for an hour and
leaders offer support as the girls explore, challenge
themselves, have fun and make new friends. Rain-
bows learn by doing: they play sport and games
and love art and craft. Best of all they love the
space Girlguiding offers them as they try out new
things and build up self confidence. 
Training and support in delivering the new and ex-
citing Rainbow Programme will be given and vol-
unteers will have the opportunity to develop their
own skill set and will be warmly welcomed by the
rest of the team at Hassocks Guide Hall.
If you think this might be something you are inter-
ested in, and have time to put something back into
our lovely Hassocks Community, why not check
out the Girlguiding website for more detailed in-
formation? You can also email Beacon District

Commission: penniethomson2000@gmail.com.  
Thank you, Lauretta Major at Hassocks Village
Cleaners!
Meanwhile, Hassocks Guide Leaders wish to say
a Big Thank You to Lauretta Major at Hassocks
Village Cleaners for coming to the rescue and lead-
ing our Working Party to make Hassocks Guide
Hall ready for Rainbow, Brownie and Guide units
to meet indoors again.
By giving up two Saturday mornings and sharing
her expertise, the space has been transformed. It is
now sparklingly clean as well as Covid Secure.
Lauretta kindly offered her time and all the neces-
sary cleaning products, free of charge. Now, the
Leaders and girls in Girlguiding Beacon District
can all benefit from this very generous support and
we cannot thank her enough. How lucky we are to
live in such a warm hearted community.

Pennie Thomson 



For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

STONEYWISH It is always satisfying to have a
pet hate and mine is listening to the weather fore-
cast. A weather forecast is like the quintessential
party-pooper, a blurb that spills the name of the
murderer before you have so much as opened your
thriller. As soon as you hear ‘the forecast’ you pre-
judge the day. The friendly forecaster assures you
that a depression, approaching with unerring exac-
titude, is bringing you gales of so many miles an
hour, so many inches of rain, temperatures below
the seasonal average, pure misery on the roads.
There it is. You can see a satellite photograph of
the white vortex spinning across the Atlantic. No
matter that the sky of the moment is blue; the sun
brilliant; the birds singing. You know that some-
thing nasty is on its way. Living on a damp and
draughty island, as we do – something nasty is al-
ways on its way, unless we are having unseason-
ably fine weather, in which case we are filled with
forebodings about the Jet Stream getting stuck
again. There is a horrid sense of Necessity about
the whole business, so that even if you know a little
about chaos theory and the impossibility of pre-
dicting anything with certainty, a feeling remains

that Life itself has been plotted and mapped, just
like an impending cyclone. Armed with a satellite
forecast, we cancel our arrangements at the touch
of a cell-phone button. Rare now are the soggy pic-
nic excursions of the bad old days, the huddle of
friends in crowded cars, juggling steaming mugs
of tea while windows fog, obliterating the view.
We know better today. We wait for a more propi-
tious day. But something important – the art of
adapting and making the best of whatever comes,
is eclipsed. And with it the delight of living on the
edge, enjoying experiencing rather than knowing.
Here I take my hat off to the intrepid campers who
embrace all weathers on our campsite. And to the
ponies and sheep setting their backs, as I write, to
the discomfort of an autumn squall. What the
weather forecast did not and could not tell us, is
how this depression tastes, smells, looks: how
massed ranks of clouds appeared yesterday morn-
ing on a blue horizon, gilded banners waving; how
a wind blowing out of November, tumbled golden
leaves along the gutters; the pepper-shot of pigeons
or jackdaws hurtling from church steeple and tree-
top; the sour drip of cold berries in hedgerows...

MINI LABELS 
Available to order at 

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

01273 846978
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DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING
LAWN MOWING

DECKING
BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTE ›
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Modern understanding of life seems set on a tra-
jectory away from the warmth of personal experi-
ence towards impersonal data or received
knowledge, with value judgements (prejudices)
supplied by experts in every field. We are encour-
aged more and more to see existence from a satel-
lite’s perspective. And this ‘global’ view reduces
reality to flat screen images, maps, graphs, equa-
tions and finally to the quantum realm of pure sup-
position. At this level the complex and mysterious
processes of the living world can be managed,
modelled, predicted and massaged, whether we are
talking of the weather, or of blood pressure or of
happiness. It seems to me that all this ultimately
misses the point, for we are humans, not cyphers.
Like the ‘experts’, I care passionately about the
state of the planet, about the health of the nation,
about the fate of bees and sparrows. But I also
think that a habitual satellite mentality cripples our
ability to think and feel like warm-blooded beings.
We need sometimes to turn off the forecast gurus
and listen instead to the murmurings of the Earth
within our own horizon’s sphere. Down here the
perspective is gentler, more resilient, less manipu-

lated. All things have their own time and reason.
We are part of an embracing whole and constantly
taken by surprise, by the freewheeling spontaneity
of Nature. The neurosis and fear, which saturate
the satellite mind, dissipate, restoring our free, an-
cestral right to knowledge through experience and
the poetry and beauty which lies embedded within
it. It takes a poet to put it best. If ever you feel that
life has been probed, mapped, reduced and pack-
aged till no place any longer seems joyous and
free, then you need what Keats called ‘Negative
Capability’, the art of not knowing everything. To
rest, as he put it ‘in uncertainties, Mysteries,
doubts, without any irritable reaching after fact and
reason’ is to recover an enchanted world where
truth is ‘proved’ upon the pulse and can be dreamt
into reality by any unqualified Adam. ‘I am certain
of nothing,’ says the poet in one of his letters, ‘ but
the Holiness of the heart’s affections...’ ‘I live in
the eye...’ From this heartbound, earthbound per-
spective possibility is infinite.
So on this brooding, cloud-bound day, the present-
cast goes something like this: the larches are turn-
ing golden from their branch-tips down; herons

DMF FENCING
All Garden Fencing

Concrete Bases • Sheds 

Decking • Ground Clearance

07493 161297 • 01273 640402
denefunnell2018@gmail.com



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

Maintenance | design | cOnstructiOn

Oliver edwards

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

have returned to the Big Pond and stand, like wet
boulders out in the field; the chickens shake the
mud off their feet, but prefer to hunt slugs in the
rain, with porcupine spikes for feathers, than dry
off nicely in their hut; leaves lie thick in the grass.
Slopping to and fro with cold hands and heavy
buckets is part and parcel of the moment. This
space is uncomfortable but vital and free. And we
receive energy from the independent and free
things around us.
As the days draw in and winter drives us indoors,
the world may shrink to four walls and the tiny
orbit of kitchen and fireside, but horizons go on ex-
panding. Essentially we know that Galileo was
wrong. The sun still sets and rises! We affirm it
every day. Despite every scientific proof to the
contrary, we know the sun goes round the Earth,
because we feel it just as we feel the Earth going
round us as it carries us on its own mysterious
course. And we can prove this by turning around,
as ecstatic children do, and watching it spin...
And as you shake your heads, I see you conclude
that this is what comes of taking tipsy elderberry
cordial (purely medicinal!) at bed-time. So with

that delicious concoction in hand, I
wish you all a Merry Christmas and
may you find that every nut has a
sweet centre!          Rosemary Pavey

reMEmber, THE MID SUSSEX-BASED
CHARITY FOR PEOPLE WITH ME
(CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME) We have
missed meeting our members during the past year
but we held our Annual Conference as a Zoom
meeting on Saturday 14th November. Expert
speakers were Dr Charles Shepherd (medical ad-
visor to the national ME Association), Dr Amolak
Bansal (consultant immunologist), Dr Nina Muir-
head (surgeon), Dr William Weir (consultant physi-
cian of Harley Street) and Dr Paul Worthley (GP). 
It is becoming clear that “Post-Covid-19” or “Long
Covid” is almost identical to CFS/ME – it may
even be the same thing; CFS/ME frequently fol-
lows a virus or other infection. We are still open
for enquiries; you can e-mail 
me_cfs@hotmail.com telephone 01273 831733,
or go to our website www.remembercfs.org.uk.

Janice Kent



We are offering a 

Call &
Collect
Service

until further notice

Please call

01273 846978
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks West Sussex BN6 8AR



Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd machinES

SErvicing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of machinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

THAT’S A WRAP Santa’s volunteer elves had a
highly-productive day at Adastra Hall in Hassocks
making sure all is ready for visitors to his grottoes. 
“In a single day we’ve managed to wrap over 4,000
presents for our charity grottoes, run by The Bud-
ding Foundation“, explains Rebecca Houghton-
Knapp from family-run Tates Garden Centres. 
The village hall say 36 volunteers working hard for
some ten hours to wrap 4,000 gifts. “A huge thank
you to everyone who gave up their time today to

make this possible”, adds Rebecca. “Obviously it
is a difficult year this year, but the Budding Foun-
dation is hoping to raise as much money as possi-
ble with their two charity grottoes – Santa’s
Enchanted Forest at Old Barn Garden Centre near
Horsham and Santa’s Grotto at South Downs Nurs-
eries in Hassocks.”
Last year the grottoes raised £43,000 to help chil-
dren’s projects across the area.

Rebecca Houghton-Knapp

Volunteers busy wrapping 4,000 parcels 
at Adastra Hall

Taking the carefully-wrapped presents back to
the grottoes in Hassocks and Horsham



SUSSEX VALE ROTARY.  Circumstances have
forced us to change our meetings, which we now
hold on-line via ‘Zoom’ every 2 weeks, inter-
spersed with occasional Saturday breakfast gath-
erings.  About once a month, we still have
speakers, which we share with Hassocks WI when
the subject is of joint interest.  We still try to help
our local communities, as you will see below and
would welcome your support to continue with our
efforts.  
Light Up Hassocks (LUH) – Update.  As you must
know by now, Sussex Vale Rotary has regretfully
announced that LUH will not be taking place this
year, like many other events it has been affected by
the Coronavirus epidemic.  However, as mentioned
previously we will still be running the Christmas
Poster competition for the younger children and we
would like local businesses to take part in the “Best
Dressed Window’ event.  As usual prizes will be
awarded with judging of the Posters happening

shortly after the schools return from the half-term
break.  The Best Dressed Window judging will
take place on 7th December and the announcement
of the winner on Friday 11th December.
In addition, we are examining the possibility of
running an on-line Christmas Concert in early De-
cember.  Please check on Facebook or our website
for an announcement.  
Coronavirus Crisis.  Sussex Vale is continuing with
our efforts to support local communities.  We are
helping the local foodbanks and will also replenish
the Children’s Activity Packs when they are
needed.  As there still remains a need for our emer-
gency food parcels, we will be distributing them
through the local infant and primary schools in
Ditchling, Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint.
Our Christmas Hampers will be distributed again
this year, to help families have a cheerier Festive
Season, all the more important with the current cri-
sis.  Help - We have recently placed a number of  

2020 Diaries & CalenDars2020 Diaries & CalenDars

now in stoCk & selling fast now in stoCk & selling fast 

QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, 

Hassocks  01273 846978

DEADLINE DATE FOR 
JANUARY 2021 ISSUE
IS 30TH NOVEMBER



Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WilliAmSon

Roofing Est 1985

IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

posters around the villages appealing for dona-
tions, as you will appreciate all these activities
made on behalf of our local community have a cost
and the Covid restrictions have prevented us from
running our usual fund-raising events.  All help
will be appreciated and as we have no admin or
other costs, you can be sure every penny will be
spent on good causes.
Despite the difficulties we are facing, there was
some good news last month when the WHO an-
nounced that the ‘Wild Polio Virus’ has finally
been eradicated from Africa.  This leaves
Afghanistan and Pakistan as the only two countries
which continue to suffer from this disease.  Rotary
has been working on eradicating Polio from the
world since 1988, contributing large amounts in fi-
nancial support, but also providing volunteer doc-
tors and nurses to administer the vaccine.  Sussex
Vale members planted purple crocuses around the
area in October to support the continuing battle to
rid the world of this dreadful disease and to mark
World Polio Day.  If you are interested in learning
more about Rotary and how you can help, please
contact our club secretary on

secretarysvr@gmail.com, or 07546 111996, he
will be pleased to hear from you.  We can also be
found on Facebook and our website.  Finally the
members of Sussex Vale Rotary wishes ‘A Merry
Christmas and Good New Year’ to each and every-
one in our local communities. 

Duncan Honeyman  

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND GE-

OGRAPHICAL SOCIETY Because of the
Coronavirus we have been unable to hold our pop-
ular monthly meetings at the Guide HQ. However
we are considering holding virtual meetings using
Zoom, in the New Year. That very popular speaker,
Dr Geoffrey Mead, has said he is willing to give a
presentation in this way. Please watch the notice
boards and local media for further announcements.
Or contact me - telephone 01273

832280, e-mail
w.kent123@btinternet.com

In the meantime we wish you all
a very happy Christmas and a
better new year than the old one.

Bill Kent (Chairman) 



podiatry/chiropody

hcpc registered

Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

Sunam

Tandoori
RESTAURANT & TAKEAWAY

Merry Christmas 
and a 

Happy New Year

Thank you to all our 
customers for their 
continued support.

5 Keymer Road, Hassocks

01273 843734 or 845884

Open 7 days a week 6pm tO 11.00pm

HURSTPIERPOINT PLAY-
ERS Hooray!  It won’t be a
Panto-less Christmas in Hurst-
pierpoint as the Players are just
about to finish filming ‘The Tales
of Robin Hood’ ready for trans-
mission on the Hurst Players
YouTube channel from Christ-

mas Eve through to 2nd January 2021.    Who said
wishes can’t come true – its Christmas!     
We have an enthusiastic cast of not-quite thousands
plus a substantial technical crew including director
Sam Nixon assisted by Annette Squire – and you’ll
see many familiar faces, some new ones and some
young ones when the Players take to the Forest.
Rehearsals have been going on for a while now in
the open air (all Covid-distanced, of course) in and
around the village.   By the way, we’re still hoping
to find one or two Players who seem to have been
over-awed by discovering a hidden Sherwood For-
est just off Hurstpierpoint High Street and who are
either lost, or they’ve just decided to stay there.
You can return them to the Players Theatre at num-
ber 147 – or get in touch with us on our website:
hurstplayers.org.uk and we might collect them –
especially if they’re playing a leading role!
Seriously, we’ll all be together for the Festive Sea-
son and hope your readers will join us – check out
that website for more details as we get closer to the
festivities. 
And a Merry ‘Robin Hood’ Christmas!  

Anne Hopper

LONG-TAILED TITS - The ties that bind
“Who are these people?” You’ve hardly seen them
all year yet here you are, paper hat askew, squashed
between them on the sofa at Christmas. On a
branch out in the cold darkness of the garden, also
sandwiched between aunts, brothers, cousins and
daughters, a tiny bird is asking a similar question.
Long-tailed tits and humans are two of Britain’s
most social species. And just like a visit from your
relatives, the arrival of a long-tailed tit flock in your
garden can turn tranquillity into chaos. It’s like
someone has emptied a box of feathered fireworks
over the fence. They manically bicker on the bird
feeder and swing acrobatically upside-down on the
fat balls, all the while trilling, rattling and scream-
ing ‘eee-heee-heee’ like a troupe of Michael Jack-
son impersonators. What you’re witnessing is a
group of roving relatives, roaming the neighbour-



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 
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hood to pillage your peanuts. This posse of outlaws
consists of in-laws, brothers, sons and daughters.
With their gorgeous pink, black and white plumage
and those ridiculously long tails, these flying lol-
lypops must qualify for Britain’s cutest bird. Then,
suddenly they’re gone and the pulse rate of the gar-
den returns to normal. 
By late winter the extended family will drift apart
to find new partners, ready to start new families.
In March, the foundations are laid for an epic con-
struction. Moss building bricks are lashed together
with ropes of sticky spider’s webs. The walls rise,
a camouflage cladding of lichen is added to the
roof and a cosy filling of a thousand feathers lines
the interior. The end result looks a crocheted stom-
ach and soon there will be plenty of rumbling from
inside as eight hungry chicks demand to be fed.
But raising a large family can take its toll. The con-
stant hunt for insects can exhaust a parent almost
to breaking point. And that’s when something un-
usual and wonderful happens. Their family arrives
to save them. Aunties and uncles who have not
been successful raising their own family that year
will selflessly help the parents and feed their
nephews and nieces.
Once the children have flown the nest the whole

gang remains together and joins with other siblings
to form your chaotic neighbourhood feeding flock.
But the biggest challenge of the year still awaits:
winter. Freezing night-time temperatures exact a
heavy toll on our garden birds. And that’s why at
Christmas, hidden deep in a hedge, you’ll find the
extended family of long-tailed tits huddled together
on a frosty branch, sharing their warmth and sur-
viving. Like them, we can all extend a warm wing
to surround and support our family and friends this
Christmas, whether near or far. Because none of us
can get through this on our own.
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local peo-
ple for over half a century to make Sussex richer
in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help pro-
tect our rich natural heritage.  Please consider sup-
porting our work.  As a member you will be invited
to join Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife
walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on
wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex
guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join
online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Michael Blencowe

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL 
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps

Driveways • Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP

01273 890747 • 01444 848177

07973 865850

iansalmon@gmail.com

est 1983

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas
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All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

WHAT WILL CHRISTMAS BE LIKE? 

by Janet Irwin 

What will Christmas be like this year
We really don’t know
But at the Acorns we hope 
That there’ll be a Christmas tree 
With a big red bow

What will Christmas be like this year
We really don’t know
But at the Acorns we hope 
That Father Christmas will come 
And say Ho ho ho

What will Christmas be like this year
We really don’t know
But at the Acorns we hope
That all will be covered 
With a blanket of snow

Merry Christmas everyone 
May all our hearts be aglow

At The Acorns Nursery and Forest School, where
learning and laughter go hand in hand, we build on
the natural curiosity and excitement of the children
to explore, discover and learn. By providing a
warm, friendly, exciting and enriching environ-
ment, we aim to bridge the gap between home and
school in our two venues: one in a home environ-
ment and the other in the Sussex countryside. 
For us at The Acorns, learning is both fascinating
and fun and every day is a new adventure. 
With an amazing team and two wonderful settings,
please come and see us in action!
Children aged 2-8 years welcomed. Nursery De-
layed school entry Home educated Stay & Play.
Telephone 01444 455081

email: janetirwin@janetirwin.com

www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com.

Janet Irwin
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A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks. Main
office 01273 844461

In October our two shops were opened! 
Our Coffee Shop opening hours are 9 am to 3 pm
Monday to Friday (last orders 2.30 pm) We are
offering refreshments, light lunches which include
toasted sandwiches, paninis, bacon rolls, sand-
wiches and of course our lovely homemade cakes!
Soup will also be on the menu from November.
We are very pleased to be open again and look for-
ward to welcoming you, please do bring a friend
or family along as we are open to everyone as a
café. We are also offering takeaways! Please do
wear a mask on entry to the building. 
Our New Charity Shop is open Monday to Friday
9 am – 4 pm and Saturday mornings 9 am – 12
pm. Do come along and have a look at our brand
new shop which is now filled with a huge assort-
ment of clothing, shoes, bric a brac, children’s toys,
books, curtains and Christmas decorations! We are
currently accepting donations of items for the shop. 
We have all the Covid precautions in place, with
track and trace, temperature checking, mask wear-
ing and a one way system and can offer a safe and
welcoming place for you to come and see us. 

Sadly we are not able to run our full Day Centre
services of minibus transport, cooked lunches and
outings at the moment but expect to re-open fully
once vaccinations are available to everyone. Covid
risks also mean that our medical transport service
cannot operate. 
Christmas and New Year – We will be closed from
2 pm on Christmas Eve (Thursday 24th Dec) and
will not reopen again until Monday 4th January
2020. We wish you all a happy Christmas and
hope the new year brings us better times ahead.
Thank you for all your support.
We look forward to seeing you!  

From all at Age Concern

THE TEAM AT OLDLAND MILL would like
to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year. The Mill has witnessed many challeng-
ing times in its more than 300 year existence, and
we are proud that despite the unique challenges this
year has presented, we have been able to continue
milling flour and carrying out essential mainte-
nance. Thank you for your generous support and
we hope to be able to welcome you back in 2021.                               

Rebecca Street

Helium BalloonsHelium Balloons
Bunches of 3 from £6.50

Bunches of 5 from £9.50     

Foil Balloons from £4.50

invites, Banners, Confetti,

Place Cards, Cups, Servi-

ettes, Party Poppers   and

more ...

QD Stationery
52 Keymer rd, Hassocks  01273 846978

BINDING, LamINatING, typING,BINDING, LamINatING, typING,
ScaNNING, ScaNNING, 

FaxING & EmaILINGFaxING & EmaILING
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

phone for more details 01273 846978



STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

The girls at QD tell me this is the Christmas edition which at the moment seems ages away but, if it is and they aren’t going to squeeze another
one in before Christmas then let me take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy festive season, not that you’ll be able to do a great deal,
but what you can do I’m sure you’ll enjoy very much.
Anyway, as I’m mentioning QD can I just say that I consider them to be an essential shop just like all shops, no matter what they do are essen-
tial and to make them close for one month or longer is just ludicrous. All the Hairdressers and Barbers in this village are following all the Gov-
ernment Guidelines and then some, so making them shut achieves nothing.  Schools, colleges and universities are all still open as are Garden
Centres, yes, Garden Centres are apparently essential, for what I hear some of you ask.  Well when I eventually got through to a Government
spokesperson who by the sound of him wasn’t the brightest brick in the building, said “people need somewhere to go and large areas are
deemed safer than small ones” - so that beautiful little shop in Ditchling, Poison Ivy who sells the same products as the Garden Centres that
surround her has to close the shop while they stay open and destroy her Christmas trade.  In my opinion and it is my opinion this whole second
wave lockdown is a total waste of time and money and very unfair to the small shops that help prop up this countries economy - I’d better stop
there or I’ll be in trouble.
Pavilion Electrics as you all know has now gone and I think something new will happening in there fairly soon, but in the meantime do you re-
member they used to do Vacuum Cleaner repairs.  Well to help out I’m going to become a drop off and collection point for the Vacuum Repair
man, I’m open all the time so it only seems sensible for us to do it, so if it doesn’t work anymore bring it in and let the man from R & R Electri-
cal work his magic on it.
Do your remember a few months ago I called for a statue of Dame Vera Lynn to be considered for Ditchling, well no news on that yet, but the
next best thing has been created by a local firm and it’s a Amber Ale, Bedlam Brewery has called the charity Ale ‘The Dame’, I wonder how
you get hold of it, could be nice for Christmas.
Light Up Hassocks naturally is cancelled this year which was a sensible decision, but we have ‘Son’ of Light Up Hassocks on the 19th Decem-
ber by which time I’m sure, most of you will have done your Christmas shopping.  You’ve got street food, mulled wine and carol singing which
are all at The Hassocks Pub, the village market which is always a good venue to visit is open in the morning from 9 am to 12.30 pm as it nor-
mally is just before Christmas.  Us shop keepers will be open, but I won’t allow more than 3 people  at any one time in my shop and I shall
close at 7 pm, as I normally would 9 pm is too late – the animals need to be settled down before I can leave.  Whilst I applaud the organisers for
doing this event, I think the shops should have been left out of it and just concentrate on the outdoor events, also you must be aware that the
road is not closed off to traffic so cars will be zooming up and down the Keymer Road as they always do on a Saturday night so I hope you’ll
be careful - my advice is do what you want to do early, enjoy the mulled wine and Choir Singers and then go home.  
Before I go I’d just like to say how very sad it was to hear of the passing of Nigel Dewdney.  He’d often come in the shop for some Kibble as
he called it and a chat, he was a lovely man and if I had to describe him in two words it would be ‘instantly likeable’, God Bless you Nigel your
smiley face and dry humour will be very missed by a great deal of people.
Just a small update before I go, Poison Ivy like a lot of shops including QD Stationery are doing a call and collect so you can still support them.  

Please have a wonderful Christmas love Steve, Nola and all furry friends.

VACUUM

ALL MAKES AND MODELS. FREE ESTIMATES. 

WE SELL NEW MACHINES.

CALL JAY ON 01273 734424

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

NOW PAVILION ELECTRICS HAVE CLOSED 

WE CAN COME TO YOU!

HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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