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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident

Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167

or Adam on 07983 693089
admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL 
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps

Driveways • Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP

01273 890747 • 01444 848177

07973 865850

iansalmon@gmail.com

est 1983

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the FEbRuARY 2021 ISSuE is 1st January 2021
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information, 

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.  
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention 
that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.  
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Oct. - 31st Mar. 2021.)
OPEN Mon, Tues,Wed,Fri Sat & Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (CLOSED THURSDAY)

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk
Hollingum Electrical ltd
LocaL, FriendLy, eFFicient

no Job too smaLL

caLL For a Free quote

Telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds

Repairs, Remakes, Alterations 

FRee estiMAte & hoMe Visit

hassocks Resident

01273 846732•07599 009440

We thank Mr G Martin for the following postcard looking North of Hassocks Station in 1910 



QD Stationery
52 Keymer road, Hassocks

tel: 01273 846978 www.qdstationery.co.uk

Binding, Laminating, typing, scanning, 
Faxing,  emailing, 

Cartridges, Cartridge Recycling, 
Mini Labels, names tapes, 

toys, Craft Items, activity sets, 
Colouring Books, Puzzle Books, Paints 

Come and have a browse. 

Latex BaLLoonsLatex BaLLoons
Latex balloons generally

only last for up to 12 hours 

Bunches of 3 from £6.50Bunches of 3 from £6.50

Bunches of 5 from £9.50  Bunches of 5 from £9.50  

Foils Balloons from £4.50 Foils Balloons from £4.50 eacheach

Large numbers from £8.50 Large numbers from £8.50 eacheach

Also Party Invites, Banners, Confetti, Place Cards, Party Poppers etc.

Helium BalloonsHelium Balloons



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

Julie's Loving Homecare
ExpEriEncEd pErsonaL assistant

DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Local Resident

Supporting Independent Living•Flexible or regular visits to suit you

call Julie on 07709 768 313

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS from the Acorns

Nursery and Forest School!

As this somewhat turbulent year of 2020 has just

drawn to a close, many parents may find them-

selves reflecting on the impact of this year’s events

on their children, but looking forward with hope

into what the New Year may hold.

What is it that parents are most longing to give their

children as we enter 2021? Perhaps it is the gift of

new friendships, instrumental for both wellbeing

and social development. Or, it might be the gift of

the outdoors, as this pandemic has surely reminded

us of the immense benefits of appreciating the nat-

ural world around us.

At the Acorns and Forest School, we are passionate

about providing children with the best start through

getting to know your child on a truly individual

basis, nurturing curiosity for the world around

them, and getting outdoors as much as possible!

This year, make 2021 the mark of a new start to

your child and their holistic development: emo-

tionally, physically, intellectually and socially.

We are taking registrations for children aged 2-8

at both of our two settings in Lindfield and West-

meston Nr. Ditchling, also offering forest school

sessions for home educated children.

www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

Telephone 01444 455081        Harriet Matthews

WHERE TO GO FOR HELP IN HURST-

PIERPOINT?

Step 1 – Non urgent requirement – 48 hours plus?

NHS Volunteer Responder to help with transport

to the surgery, shopping, prescription collection

and delivery, call 0808 196 3646 or online support

– you can Google ‘NHS Volunteer Responder’ and

complete their simple form.

Step 2 – Urgent Help within 3 days?  

West Sussex Community Hub 033 022 27980 or

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/.../community-

hub-covid-19/

Step 3 – Urgent Requirememnt within 48 hours?

Hurst Covid19 Neighbours’ Support Group.

Please call any of the numbers below to get urgent

help with prescriptions or shopping.  Anna Smithy

01273 834625/07850 823092, Hazel Constantine

07789 852297 or myself Prue Heron 01273

835064/07769 904724.                      Prue Heron



A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

DO YOU HAVE PROSTATE CANCER WOR-

RIES? Mid Sussex Prostate Cancer Support

Group are reaching out to all men especially, but

not limited to, those aged over 50.  Some younger

men, particularly those with a family history of

prostate cancer, and some men from black ethnic

groups are also more likely to contract the disease.

We were established in 2012 as Haywards Heath

Prostate Cancer Support Group and currently have

an active membership of over 60 people (men and

women) living all over Mid Sussex.  More than

ever in these difficult times men, and their partners,

need help in dealing with concerns about prostate

cancer, so we are therefore actively encouraging

more people to join us.  Between us, our members

have experienced most prostate cancer treatment

options available from the NHS, and are happy and

willing to talk about our experiences to help inform

other men with prostate cancer worries, however

personal or embarrassing these concerns may

seem.

Mid Sussex Prostate Cancer Support Group is run

by a small, dedicated committee.  Regular meet-

ings are held where men can compare treatments

and any ongoing side effects, and to generally en-

courage a positive attitude to dealing with the dis-

ease.  Speakers at our meetings include a wide

range of professionals from the NHS, for example

Oncologists, Urologists, MacMillan nurses and Ra-

diographers.  These speakers are mostly from local

hospitals, and give details of current treatment op-

tions and new ones being developed.  Other cancer

support organisations such as PCUK and Tackle

also support our knowledge base.  Our most recent

meetings have been held in the privacy and com-

fort of members’ own living rooms via Zoom, and

have covered topics such as treatment options, pro-

ton beam therapy and erectile dysfunction.  cont..

iron on or sew on 
NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes

Available to order from:

qd stAtionery
52 Keymer road, Hassocks

01273 846978 

Also Suitable for: 
Retirement Home Clothing, 
Hospital Stays, Uniforms, 
Workwear, Sportswear.



homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

PaintEr, DECorator

& tilEr

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

Opening Hours

Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on
01273 843946 

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

We have an active and informative website,

www.midsussexprostate.uk which gives details

of upcoming meetings.  The website also has de-

scriptions of several members’ own personal

prostate cancer experiences, as well as links to the

major prostate cancer charities.

New Chairman Brian, from Hassocks, who was di-

agnosed four years ago, also by chance, and with

no symptoms, says that from his experience the

best way to tackle the bad news is to talk to other

sufferers and gain as much knowledge of the dis-

ease as possible.  Joining Mid Sussex Prostate Can-

cer Support Group enabled him to gain personal,

in-depth knowledge of the treatment options being

offered to him, and their likely side effects, thus

helping enormously with the decision-making

process.  ‘Brian’s Lucky Journey’ and the follow

up, ‘The Lucky Journey Continues’ can be found

on the website.  

If you, or your partner, would like help and support

with any worries about prostate cancer – including

getting a PSA test, dealing with diagnosis and

choosing treatment, coping with side-effects or just

not feeling alone in dealing with prostate cancer,

get in touch with Mid Sussex Prostate Cancer Sup-

port Group, and we’ll do our best to help you.

Remember prostate cancer is treatable and beat-

able!

Please contact Brian chair@midsussexprostate

for further information, and a telephone number to

call to speak to a member.                Brian Holden



JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel

HASSOCKS WI held a wonderfully, interest-
ing talk on the Knepp Estate Rewilding Proj-
ect in December.  Like so much else, the talk,
by Penny Green, Ecologist was via Zoom.
We learned about the project started in 2001.
A pioneering process-led conservation and its
extraordinary results.  These include colonies
of nightingales, turtle doves and the purple
emperor butterfly.  Last year for the first time
since 1416 white storks successfully bred and
raised their chicks at Knepp.
As the talk arranged by Hassocks WI was
originally intended as an open meeting, we
welcomed visitors from the community.  So,
when life returns to new, normal, hopefully in
2021 Hassocks WI extends a warm welcome
to our current and future members.  Come and
visit us.  Our regular evening meetings are
held on 3rd Monday monthly at 7.45 pm at
Adastra Hall visit www.wihassocks.org.uk
for further information.

Gerry

HURSTPIERPOINT FOOD BANK The
Hurstpierpoint Food Bank has had to adapt
this year due to the pandemic, so we now de-
liver twice a week to those needing our sup-
port. We now also have a food drop point at
the Coop on Hurstpierpoint High Street and
are very grateful for any donations of non-per-
ishable goods (such as tinned meat, fruit, veg-
etables, puddings, rice, pasta, cereals, tea,
coffee) as well as cleaning products and toi-
letries.
Over the Christmas period we will continue to
operate a delivery service. We usually deliver
on Wednesday and Friday mornings, however,
on 25th December and 1 January, we will not
be making any deliveries.
Anyone who would like our support should
email us at hurstfb@gmail.com and we
would love to help. We want to do our best to
ensure that no-one in our village goes hungry
over Christmas or at any time of the year.                      

Catherine Tong



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

STATION GARAGE Hassocks 844256

Chris Bere & Jim Brown

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB
A local business supporting the local community

THE LATE JULIA (JILL) KITSON died peace-
fully in her sleep on Friday 27th November 2020, a
week before her 85th birthday, in the superlative
care of staff at Woodlands Nursing Home in
Burgess Hill. She lived fifty years in Hurstpier-
point, from 1969. Those who knew her will know
our dear mother lived a life of genuine Christian
love, deeply spiritual and extending that love ef-
fortlessly outwards to her family, friends, and
everyone she met. Her quiet charitable deeds di-
rected to anyone in need were bountiful with par-
ticular attention towards the protection and love of
children and animals. She was the most loving
wife, mother, grandmother and daughter. Her last
years were troubled with progressive Alzheimer’s
and after extended hands-on live-in care with fam-
ily, we eventually moved her to Woodlands eight-
een months ago where we visited her every day
until lockdown. Like many in our situation, this
year of lockdown has been devastating, but our
trust in the outstanding Woodlands team was well
placed, thankfully. ‘FaceTimes’ and full PPE visits
were offered throughout. Jill’s funeral was in Holy
Trinity where she was a Martha, and her ashes will
be buried with her husband, Alan, The Garden of
Remembrance behind the church. We asked that,
instead of flowers, people who wished to might
give to their own favourite charities, but we did
pile her high with flowers because she adored
them! We so appreciate all the truly lovely things

people have said about Jill. She is greatly missed,
and her memory lives on ever in our hearts and
minds. 

Sarah Platt, Robert Carpenter and family

AGE CONCERN, Dale Avenue, Hassocks BN6
8LW – Telephone 01273 844461.  
Happy New Year to you all! We hope we can
eventually maintain normal services soon here at
Age Concern. We were able to open up our new
Charity Shop in December which was very busy
and we thank everyone who has supported us. As
I write I do hope we are still open! It is very diffi-
cult to have up to date information on here as we
have to submit this many weeks before! We will
try to operate as best we can along with the up to
date current Covid guidelines. Keep safe everyone
and hope to see you very soon.  

All at Age Concern

HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD It
doesn’t look as if we will be meeting again for a
while, but I hope that you had a good Christmas
and would just like to wish you a very happy, and
healthy 2021. Unfortunately we lost two valued
members in 2020, they will be missed by us all.
When the current virus situation is resolved I will
be writing to you all with details of our eventual
meetings, but in the meantime keep well and
busy. Sheila Southwell



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

LOCATED IN A BRAND NEW FACILITY IN SAYERS COMMON

24HR CCTV, TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED

FREE QUOTATIONS,  EXPERIENCED REMOVAL SERVICES

0800 612 2903

LOCAL 

FAMILY RUN

STORAGE 

www.dinostore.net

DITCHLING DOWNS WI We are holding zoom
meetings until we are able to get back in Ditchling
Village Hall.  
Our next meeting is on 5th January and the
speaker is Janet Pennington who will talk about
‘The History of Small Shops through the Ages’.
For more information email
ddwisecretary@gmail.com.               Sally Willis

THE POPPY APPEAL 2020 has been very dif-
ferent for us this year as we were not able to collect
as individuals due to the Corona virus.
The majority of our shops in Hassocks that were
allowed to stay open and able to have a collecting
tin on their counters managed to do quite well due
to the generosity of the good people of Hassocks,
Clayton and Keymer. 
Our total donations for this year’s appeal came to
£4,959.47. 
We were not able to have ‘Manned Static’ tables at
Southdown Garden Centre this year with ‘The Mil-
itary Vehicles’ group that usually help to collect
along with our volunteers, and also missed not hav-
ing collectors on the street in Hassocks to help as
well.
Greatly missed this year was our usual gathering

on Remembrance Sunday at The Royal British Le-
gion in Woodsland Road to walk to The War Me-
morial at Saint Cosmas & St Damian to lay
wreaths.
Nevertheless, on the 11th November, a short serv-
ice was arranged at The Keymer War Memorial
and people managed to gather at a safe distance to
lay Wreaths and Crosses in memory of their loved
ones. Here’s hoping that we can look forward to a
better and brighter 2021.                       Carol White

THE LOCAL HISTOrY GrOuP Of
HurST, HASSOCkS AND DITCHLING
u3A have been investigating the Hassocks and
Hurst pubs, past and present. To make our findings
available to all we have produced a short book.
This is titled Hostelries in Hassocks and Hurstpier-
point, Past and Present.
We discovered many interesting facts whilst doing
our research. Did you know for instance that the
Greyhound has previously bee called The Blue An-
chor and then The Plough and Harrow before it
was renamed The Greyhound? The New Inn at
Hurst replaced  another inn which closed 570 years
ago! Copies of the book are available at QD Sta-
tionery in Hassocks.                                     Margaret 



JoN BARkER
HouSE & GARdEN MAINTENANcE

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

SpecialiSing in:

Women’s & Men’s 
hair cutting & styling 

Blow dries 
& Kids haircuts 

07731 633865
romyhairstylist@gmail.com

ride-on mowers/garden Tractors

countax & Westwood our speciality.

enquire about our seasonal service plan.

free collection & delivery Service.

visit our website for more details.

www.sussexgardenmachinery.uk 

01444 244491

Servicing, repairS 

& SaleS of all 

garden machinery

A HAppy New yeAr?

No celebrating Hogmanay

No singing “Auld Lang Syne”

And if you ask neighbours in

You’ll get a hefty fine.

You cannot go first footing,

Unless you’re in their bubble.

And jumping in founatins in Trafalgar Square

Will bring you a lot of trouble.

There will be no “January Sales”

Where you queued outside the store,

Instead you order from Amazon,

You can’t “Try on” anymore.

Yet everything is not doom and gloom

We’ll find things to enjoy

Once again the flowers of Spring will bloom,

No virus can destroy,

We’ll have virtual celebrations.

See our Grandkids through the door,

And pray for a perfect vaccine

And get our lives back once more

So try to think on the to future

Forget the bad year that has gone,

Give thanks for our wonderful N.H.S.

Happy 2021!!!!

© Mary White

reSTArTING – AND LOOKING FOrwArD

TO 2021 Hurstpierpoint Gymnastics Club will be

reopening on the 5th January for the Spring term.

In the first weeks of January they will be present-

ing the 183 awards gained in 2020 and also the

awards for each year group deferred from July.

The Club can now reopen in any Covid tier level.

The vast majority of children are renewing, while

average class sizes have been reduced by nearly a

quarter. 

With current restrictions on gatherings, we are re-

formatting the Arts Competition to take place dur-

ing regular session time towards the end of term.

Sadly we won’t be able welcome friends and fam-

ilies to watch, but know the gymnasts will rise to

the occasion again with their performances.

Our waiting lists have disappeared for all current

classes, so any children wanting to join can take

advantage of the few spaces available in each class

for the Spring term.

More details about the Club are on its website

www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk

Andrew Hair

Deadline for the 
February 2021 issue is

1st January 2021



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

www.loveyourcomputer.co.uk

01444 253702 / 07765 132270

Computer, Tablet & Smartphone Help
Patricia Rykiel – See New Website

A. Twine Butcher
Monday. - Saturday. 7.30am - 4.00 pm* 

Pop In & See Us • Phone Orders Taken • Find us on Facebook

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks    01273 842296

free local delivery
PHONE US  •  PLACE YOUR ORDER  •   PAY BY CARD  •  WE DELIVER

Wednesday - Hurstpierpoint • tHursday - ditcHling  •  friday - Hassocks
(if you Would like a different delivery day just ask)

*except Bank Holidays

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH January is a

good month for telling tales. The days are short,

the nights are cold and the comforting lights of

Christmas have been consigned once more to a box

in the attic. Ahead stretch several more months of

winter slop out of doors and the British climate,

like a watercolourist who muddies her palette,

seems to have plastered the countryside in dull

washes of grey and brown. In the days of yore,

(fondly remembered now as B.C. - Before Covid),

one could have repaired to a cosy pub or friendly

hearth, huddled with friends and chased away the

doldrums with something warming to drink, aban-

doning life’s cares in the timeless pleasure of rem-

iniscence. Well, such things being pretty much

washed out too for the time being, I invite you to

join me in imagination by the Rayburn here and

settle yourselves comfortably as the light fades be-

hind the lime tree outside the window. The black-

birds have finished their last minute mutterings, the

geese are quiet, the chickens all gone safely to

roost. Here there is a sense of sanctuary, with new

bread rising on the stovetop, the strident ticking of

an old cuckoo-clock, wafts of cooking, shadows

picked out in lamplight and the embers and

echoes of conversations past, which any chance

observation can revive, quick as memory.

Tonight, the subject is horses. Never having had

much experience of horses, I have been trying to

win the trust of the two Shetland ponies which in

summer live in a little enclosure in the farm centre,

and in winter enjoy the greater freedom and

rougher grass of Bernie’s Field, a paddock just be-

hind the Pinetum. Pebbles is brown, with a straw-

coloured mane and tail, the other, which for want

of another name I have come to call Luna, is moon-

coloured, shaggy and mischievously fond of

rolling in the mud to camouflage herself in the

colours of the season. I go down once a day with

morsels of apple in my pockets and call them over.

They are adept at feigning deafness. Even though

we have been best friends the day before, they

make a canny assessment of the scene. Have I got

anyone with me? Do I come with an ulterior mo-

tive? Is the treat I am waving at them a genuine gift

or a decoy? Perhaps I have a head collar or rope

hidden behind my back. Perhaps I have some das-

tardly plan to drag them off for hoof-trimming by

the farrier. One or another of the pair will finally

amble across and standing at a distance, reach out

her lips to take the fruit I offer. After the third piece

she will let me touch her nose. The other may ap-

proach at this point. We put our heads together and

have a silent chat. Gradually I am permitted to

stroke her forehead or the soft spot behind her ears,

and she will lean up against the fence and push

with her full body weight, flirting, rubbing her

flank and watching me the while. Finally they will
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return to their private world. The grass is sweeter

there. I am impressed by the innate wisdom of their

wariness. Their friendship cannot be bought cheap.

At the slightest unexpected move, they skitter

away and a primordial instinct self-preservation,

lightning swift, replaces the unhurried delibera-

tions of their minds when in repose.

When Michael’s family came to Ditchling, horses

were an essential element of farming life and

Michael’s father, ‘Peter’, had great affinity with

them. Long after other farmers had embraced

mechanization, Peter kept his horses, for the love

of working with them. Caroline, Michael’s

youngest sister inherited the gift and worked rear-

ing and training horses for much of her life, but

Michael preferred to be with his cows and his

equine encounters tended more towards comedy

and disaster. In the early days, cart horses did all

the heavy work at East End Farm, pulling waggons

and powering the harrows, ploughs, binders and

reapers and rollers which were needed to till the

fields and produce the food for livestock. One of

these horses became a casualty of war. As Peter

and his brother Tom were ploughing one day in

Sharface field, German planes appeared and

swooped low overhead, spitting gunfire. The men

hurled themselves into a nearby ditch and saved

themselves, but the poor old horse was hit and had

to be put down. There are later black-and-white

photographs of Michael’s father sitting on a horse-

drawn binder, with Prince, his dark bay to the

fore and of Michael’s mother sitting proudly

astride the same animal outside the farm’s flint

barn. Life was good, but life with animals is always

something of an adventure. 

Prince had his own capers, which were fodder for

fireside tales. Once as he was working in Spatham

Field, (now the Stoneywish campsite), he was star-

tled by the sound of a brass band, attending a mil-

itary funeral in the cemetery nearby. At the first

trumpet-blast he took off with Peter and the roller

in tow and crashed through a ditch into the adjacent

sewage works. This was the horse which also made

the celebrated pig-bin rounds of the village in what
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must have been Ditchling’s earliest food-waste re-

cycling service. As a teenager, Michael kept his

own pigs - enormous hogs which lived out in the

hovel across the paddock and would rear up on

their hind trotters and peer over the wall of their

styes when they thought food was coming. In order

to feed his pigs, Michael instigated a household

scraps collection service and went from door to

door with horse, cart and pig-bins, loading up left-

overs and peelings, later to be cooked up into

‘swill’. The outward journey was sedate enough,

with a leisurely amble round the empty streets, but

as soon as the horse’s head was turned towards

home he would set off at a trot, increasing in speed

until, by the corner of East End Lane, he was going

at a regular gallop. Michael and Caroline, would

arrive home breathless, standing erect in the cart

and hanging onto the reins like Roman charioteers.

During one round, Michael being on his own, he

was invited into his Grandfather’s house for a cup

of tea, and left the cart unattended in the High

Street. By the time he re-emerged the horse had

wandered off and he had to scour the village to

catch up with him. This was Ditchling in the 1950s.

By the time I came to Stoneywish, in 1992, there

was a splendid Shire horse here called Mr. T. At

over 19 hands high, he was then thought to be the

tallest horse in England and he was the inseparable

companion of Charlie, a diminutive, rough-coated

donkey. When the blacksmith came to trim the feet

of this pair, Michael would steady the animals by

their head collars while I held the buckets of oats

which were to distract them and keep them quietly

occupied. Mr. T was a gentle giant and the first

three feet would be an easy job. I remember the

acrid smell of the hoof parings and the sound of
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of the blacksmith’s rasp and Mr. T munching his
oats in contentment, but by hoof number four he
would begin to get bored and raise his great head,
lifting Michael clean off the ground. Charlie hated
to be caught and brought in for these occasions and
once I saw Mr. T kick out in his defence – a pow-
erful hind kick which missed Michael’s head by
inches and could easily have done for him.
Michael, with his back turned, remained blissfully
unaware.
Oh, but of course there are more stories, and more
tea still in the pot. Are you going already? I under-
stand. You have to be up early in the morning and
the wind sounds rough outside. But you haven’t
had time to tell any tales of your own yet and shar-
ing is the essence of companionship. What secrets
do the Shetlands tell each other, I wonder, when I
have once more trudged out of sight? Certainly
they have the wisdom which is the birthright of all
creatures with a will to survive. Trust only those
who have palpably earned your trust. Be wary of
glib words or promises, and hold fast only to that
which can prove itself true. Lastly, treasure good
company. Words are fine, but the best communion
is to be found in the quiet beating of companion-
able hearts. This New Year I feel we are going to

need the wisdom and courage and loyalty of horses
to hold on to all that is precious in the world. And
may we all cherish and delight freely in the gifts
of hearth-sharing, life-sharing, very soon.

Rosemary

SuSSex Search and reScue From time
to time the team are called out by Sussex Police to
assist in the search for a vulnerable missing person
suffering from dementia. One of the first questions
the police may have for the family or carers is "Is
the Herbert Protocol information available?"
The Herbert Protocol is a form that carers, family
or friends of a vulnerable person, or the person
themselves can fill in. The initiative is named after
George Herbert, a war veteran of the Normandy
landings, who lived with dementia. He died whilst
'missing', trying to find his childhood home.
It contains a list of information to help the police
if the person goes missing, it may include any med-
ication required, places previously located, and a
recent photograph. This vital information may just
hold vital information as to the potential where-
abouts of the missing person. 
Further information can be found at: 
www.sussex.police.uk/herbertprotocol
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THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL were
given the opportunity to take their learning out of
doors this term.  Each class has had a session with
the school’s outdoor learning expert Mr Marlow,
ably assisted by the teaching assistants. He has
been teaching the children about the joys of being
outside and how to use tools safely to be able to
manage and develop the area. The activities in-
cluded: learning about woodland management,
using tools to prepare the ground and foliage, cop-
picing to create a ‘Willow World’, lighting fires,
creating shelters and, of course, hunting for mini-
beasts along the way.  The ultimate aim of the proj-
ect is to develop an exciting new Wellbeing Area
on the school site that is good for wildlife and for
the mental health and well-being of the children.
Regardless of the weather conditions, the children
were absolutely fantastic and got struck in to ex-
ploring and developing this area!  They showed re-
silience and enthusiasm for the tasks and worked
well in groups within their class bubbles. They
were rewarded at the end of their session with a
cup of hot chocolate made on an open fire.  The
next stage, is for the children to design what our
wellbeing area looks like. They are busy with their

designs that will be submitted to Mr Marlow who
will incorporate the children’s ideas into his plan.
We look forward to developing and using this
space to encourage wellbeing, respect for our nat-
ural environment developing new skills.  
On Friday 13th November, children were invited to
wear spots, yellow or sporty clothing in return for
a donation to Children In Need.  The children got
fully involved and looked absolutely amazing –
some even managed to combine all three elements.
We are thrilled to say that we raised £910, all of
which will go to this fantastic charity.  
The children have also been fully enjoying the
range of opportunities that we have managed to
continue to offer them in a coronavirus safe way.
The year 6 children have benefited from small
group tenor horn lessons taught by a WSCC music
specialist and paid for from the school’s PTA.
We’ve been hearing the sound of sweet music get-
ting sweeter as the term has gone on – our Tenor
Horn pupils have been making great progress and
we feel very fortunate that we were able to adapt
the classes to facilitate music lessons during the
pandemic.                                           Sarah Jacobs

DMF FENCING
All Garden Fencing

Concrete Bases • Sheds 

Decking • Ground Clearance

07493 161297 • 01273 640402
denefunnell2018@gmail.com
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£5 Meal Deal for January 2021
Basket Meals all served with French Fries

Breaded Chicken Fillets, Southern Fried Chicken Fillets

6oz Beef Burger & Mature Cheddar, Chicken Burger & Mature Cheddar 

Vegan Burger (v), Large Battered Cod, Breaded Mozzarella Sticks (v)

Breaded Garlic Mushrooms (v), Breaded Scampi,

Steak Pie or Chicken, Ham & Leek Pie

Jacket Potatoes served with a salad garnish 
Cheddar, Beans or Tuna Mayonnaise 

Salad served with new potatoes 
Cheddar, Tuna Mayonnaise or Ham 

Come & watCh

all your

favourite

sports in full hD 



Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured
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JRJ Landscaping
Hard and Soft Landscaping

Decking • Timber Car Ports • Paving

Fencing • Tree Surgery

07522  244150  •   07968 711930
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In Partnership With Maple Leaf Gardens

Kevin Jerrey
Interior & Exterior Decorating

Over 30 years experience • Advanced City & Guilds

01273 844213

Beverley Pam roBinson
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals

moBile FooT HealTH PraCTiTioner

For essential foot health maintenance treatments

nail Cutting • Corns • Callus

Diabetic Foot Care • verrucae • Fungal infections

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement

07400 395535

SPONSORED TAP FUNDRAISER FOR CHILDREN IN NEED For the last 33 years, Let’s Dance!

(Hassocks) have been proud to have taken part in an annual sponsored tap dances in aid of Children In

Need and have raised in excess of £75,000 for various children’s charities over that time. 

Being that things were a little different this year, Robin and Sally-Ann decided to take to modern tech-

nology to ensure that the pupils of the school could still ‘do their part’ for such a wonderful cause. 

From the living rooms of 50+ dancers, Sally-Ann led a Zoom danceathon with a team of fellow teachers

- all of the children and adults that took part raised £1547 this year - a fantastic amount! 

A huge thank you to all involved and to those who donated!                                                    Sally-Ann



07889 447904
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All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBiNG &

HEATiNG LTd

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

STATION GARAGE
* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *

* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERviCEd *

*  BOSCH diAGNOSTiC EQUiPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELdiNG  *  BOdYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANiCAL REPAiRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHiLE YOU WAiT (including diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

How can it be cHristmas?

How can it be Christmas?
It’s only just been Spring.
I’m sure it was only yesterday,
I heard a skylark sing.
And did we have a Summer?
- I can’t remember being hot.
And what about a holiday?
Something else that I forgot!

It really can’t be Christmas
I’m going to turn back the clock.
What happened to our Autumn ?
I’m really in a state of shock.
Well, IF it’s nearly Christmas,
And I can’t believe it’s true,
The only consolation,
Will be to spend some time with you !

© Captain Moonlight

Wishing all our readers & advertisers
a Happy & Healthy 2021

from all of us at QD Stationery
Home of the 

Hassocks & Keymer Talk About & Village Voice 



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
email: im7561425@gmail.com

Front Row – Charly Diplock (Blacksmith for Mr Russell in Pitt Lane), George Masters, Tom Mansbridge,
Rev Harding, Bill Stenning (Gardner for Treeps, George Lucas (Gardner for Rucaford)
Back Row (Left to right) - Fred Fiest, Ern Dancy, George Mansbridge, Jack Woogar, Harry Richerson
(Gardner for Piper the Solicitor) Jim Jennings (who worked at Hurst College and lost a leg in the first
World War) 

DEADLINE DATE FOR 
FEBRUARY 2021 ISSUE
IS 1ST JANUARY 2021



Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE 

CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating, 

plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience

specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

0771 362 3949
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

THE ORIGIN OF DIPLOCK MEWS Hurspierpoint

and Sayers Common Parish Council asked me as I was

born and have lived in Hurstpierpoint all my life if I

would like to put some names forward for the new de-

velopment for the ward Little Park (Idenhurst) and was

very happy when they adopted all of them.  

So, some of the new residents have asked me if I could

supply a little history of the names.  Each month will I

aim to just do that, starting with Diplocks Mews named

after Charly Diplock.

Charly was the farrier for Mr Russell who had a Hard-

ware shop in the High Street.  Charly was also a Bell

Ringer with his best mate Harry Richerson (see in the

group picture).  They both received medals for long

service to Bell Ringing.

I remember after school in the late 1940s visiting The

Forge in Pitt Lane to watch Charlie shoeing the horses

and he would often give us chestnuts which he had

cooked off his brazier.  

The second picture is of Charly opposite the White

Horse Pub standing outside his home at No 4.

Dave Evans



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
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Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
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Brian McAllister BSc MPhil
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SORRY AGAIN! We were so very sorry to
have to cancel the Christmas show but are sure
that you will all understand the position that this
frightening coronavirus put us in during this
worrying and unprecedented time. We were all
disappointed, too.
Many of you now able to visit Hassocks Health
Centre will no doubt have realised that ‘Bunty’s’
seat outside the centre has been repaired and re-
painted. From the monies in the bank when
Friends and Neighbours disbanded we gave var-
ious donations to worthy Charities including St
Peters and St James Hospice but, knowing that
the seat was in a poor state we kept money back
to-pay for that to be done.
Chris Brown came to our aid and has made a re-
ally fine job of repairing the arm (you will recall
that some ‘person /personos’ had used a knife to
slice a large indent in one of the arms) now you
‘can’t even see the join’ and the seat looks as
new. Thank you Chris.
Sadly, in answer to a fundraising letter from

Dame Vera Lynn’s Children’s Charity I had to
write telling them that our concert party had dis-
banded. For several years we had, from the pro-
ceeds of our Christmas shows sent a donation to
that Charity but of course that is no longer pos-
sible. I have received a very nice reply to my
letter thanking us for our past valued support and
those thanks I also pass on to YOU, who were
our audiences,, for your generosity at those
shows.
We want to wish you a Happy and Healthy 2021
and pray that everyone stays well and safe. 

Dorrie and your friends and neighbours

THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCIL-

LORS will not resume face to face surgeries
until the Spring at the earliest due to the pan-
demic but are very happy to meet residents out-
side (socially distanced), talk over the phone or
via video link (e.g. Zoom). Please contact one of
us to discuss your issue and we will happily
arrange a meeting if needed.             Kirsty Lord

DiD you know ??
you can now read the 

Village Voice 
& Hassocks Talk About

(inc Ditchling Dialogue) online?
www.villagemagazines.co.uk





Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

NICHOLAS CULPEPER - THE COMPLETE

HERBAL HERO Just over 400 years ago, in

1616, a legend was born; a rebel who partnered up

with Mother Nature to revolutionise British medi-

cine. The herbal hero, the botanical bad boy, the

father of alternative medicine - ladies and gentle-

men, I give you Nicholas Culpeper. 

Culpeper did his growing up upstream in Isfield,

just north of Lewes. The country lanes and starry

Sussex skies were his classroom and the hedges

and the heavens taught him botany, astronomy and

astrology. He learnt about love too. In 1634,

Culpeper and his Sussex sweetheart planned a se-

cret Lewes wedding and a speedy elopement to the

Netherlands. But tragedy struck when his love-

struck lady’s carriage was struck by a lightning bolt

en-route to the ceremony. She died instantly. 

There’s no cure for a broken heart and Culpeper

left Sussex to start a new life in London. He threw

himself into his work as a lowly apothecary’s as-

sistant, cataloguing medicinal herbs on Threadnee-

dle Street. At this time, medicine was only

practiced by elite physicians. They would charge

exorbitant prices for their secret remedies and

would not even demean themselves to talk to pa-

tients, instead requesting a sample of urine to make

their diagnosis. Culpeper believed medical treat-

ment should be available to all - not just the privi-

leged. 

Setting up his own practice in a poorer part of Lon-

don, Culpeper started treating forty patients a day

with herbal cures derived from English plants.

Then he dropped his botanical bombshell.

Culpeper published an incredible tome that in-

structed people how to pick their own remedies,

free of charge, from the hedges and meadows. The

book was ‘The English Physitian’ (1652, later en-

larged as ‘The Complete Herbal’). His book pro-

moted and preserved folk remedies at a time when

physicians and priests were discrediting village

healers and preventing them from passing along

their traditional knowledge. Enraged, the medical

establishment accused Culpeper of witchcraft. But

his Complete Herbal endured. It’s been in contin-

Are you getting mArried?
invitations • evening invitations 

reply Cards • order of Service • table Plans
Place Cards • Serviettes • Confetti

thank you Cards • Balloons
And more

Qd StAtionery, 52 Keymer roAd, hASSoCKS

01273 846978
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uous print longer than any other non-religious Eng-

lish language book, running rings around Tolkien

and Rowling and their tales of hocus-pocus.

No doubt Culpeper’s herbal remedies could have

come in useful for some of you over the festive pe-

riod; wild privet (for headaches), blackthorn (for

indigestion), rosemary (for flatulence) and the juice

of ivy berries ‘snuffed up into the nose’ (for hang-

overs). So, start 2021 by raising your Nutribullets

and ginseng teas to the healing properties of

Mother Nature, and to four centuries of Nicholas

Culpeper.

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity

caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.

Founded in 1961, we have worked with local peo-

ple for over half a century to make Sussex richer

in wildlife.  

We rely on the support of our members to help pro-

tect our rich natural heritage.  Please consider sup-

porting our work.  As a member you will be invited

to join Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife

walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on

wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex

guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join

online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Michael Blencowe

A LITTLE JOKE TO CHEER US UP:  An old

lady living in a cottage on the Russia/Belarus bor-

der, received a visit from an official who informed

her that the border line was being re-located and

was going to go right through her kitchen.  The of-

ficial then gave her the choice of either living in

Russia or Belarus and she answered without hesi-

tation “Why Belarus of course”. The official puz-

zled by her quick decision, asked her why she was

so emphatic and she replied “I couldn’t stand an-

other of those long cold Russian winters”

Sheila Southwell

Deadline for the February issue 
is Friday 1st January 2021 
for more information visit 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk

‘My aim is to build you a plan that is enjoyable and sustainable, 

without having to cut out your favourite foods.

Helping you create a long, happy and healthy future.’
Online Fat Loss Coach - Pn1 Certified Exercise Nutritionist - L3 Certified Personal

07791 001862 • mrmmcoaching@gmail.com  •  www.mmonlinecoaching.co.uk 
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A CHAIN OF FAMILY-RUN SUSSEX GARDEN CENTRES pledged to make it “Christmas as usual”,

or at least as close to usual as they can in these difficult days. 

Staff at Paradise Park in Newhaven, South Downs Nurseries at Hassocks, Port-

slade’s Mayberry Garden Centre, and Old Barn at

Dial Post were determined to offer as much of their

usual festiveness as they could amid Covid restric-

tions and precautions. 

For a start, their Sussex-grown poinsettia were avail-

able as usual. This bright red plant which epitomizes

Christmas for so many has grown very well this year

and stocks are already coming in. Also arriving were

the first deliveries of cut and potted Christmas trees.

“We had thousands of these British-grown, non-drop

Nordmann beauties to choose from”, explains Re-

becca Houghton-Knapp. The talented wreath-making

team were also hard at work in the Wreathery, crafting

handmade seasonal wreaths.

Christmas meant a visit to Santa for many and the

renowned grottos, operated by The Budding Founda-

tion Charity, at Old Barn Garden Centre in Dial Post

and Hassocks’ South Downs Nurseries, they were 

geared up to be Covid-secure.

“our elves are having extra ‘Elf & Safety’ instruction

to ensure social distancing and comply fully

with government guidelines“, explained charity

founder Clive Gravett. This year, all visitors had to

pre-book a time slot to avoid queuing and,

already, tickets sold fast.

Clive, whose charity supports young people in need,

added: “In these difficult times we didn’t want chil-

dren to miss seeing Santa and so we are making every

effort to show them that despite the Topsy-turvy times

they are experiencing, Santa will be there for them”. 

Rebecca Houghton-Knapp

Checking the poinsettia plants in the Tates’ nursery
Receiving the first consignment of UK-grown Christ-
mas trees The wreathery team hard at work 



P.R. ROOFING LTD
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• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
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• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

2020:  GREEN SPACES, HOPE AND THE NEED
TO DREAM Pembury House, Clayton, NGS snowdrop
openings - On Friday March 13th 2020, Nick and I were
looking forward to our last day of NGS snowdrop garden
openings and being able to visit other gardens, plant fairs
and just being able to get life back to normal. Then in
the morning, rather than a cancellation due to the cold,
wet weather we had our first call from somebody con-
cerned about “this virus”. We ploughed on that day and
only in the evening did the full reality of “this virus” start
to dawn.  Much of Europe was locking down and we
needed to have the materials for the new brick paths and
other jobs we needed to do if we were to be locked down

imminently. 
We had raised over £4000 for the NGS charities but
slowly it dawned that there would be no more NGS gar-
dens to visit and no more funds being raised. In a usual
year the NGS has been able to donate around £3 million
pounds to various nursing, health and well-being chari-
ties and it seemed that the very charities that needed our
support would suffer. However the NGS team at Head
Office, the Trustees, the garden openers and volunteers
rallied and not only did some garden visiting begin again
after lockdown 1, but virtual tours of gardens across the
country became available for all to view, small tea par-
ties were arranged, a big raffle was managed on line and
plant sales on people’s drives and in gardens surprised
everybody by raising £117,000 across the country.
There is hope now so Nick and I are planning our NGS
openings from mid-February to mid-March. COVID re-
strictions allowing we will open the garden to visitors.
Whether we are allowed to offer cake and coffee we will
see. Watch our own website for details: www.pembury-
house.co.uk 
Meanwhile we still have the need to get lost, to dream
and to be hopeful as we move deeper into winter. Can I
suggest that you find the NGS website: www.ngs.org.uk
and read the 2020 Impact Report, then visit some gar-
dens virtually?  One of the aims of the NGS is to support
health and wellbeing so do not worry about a donation,
just scroll down and get lost in gardens far and wide.
Later into December the gardens planning to open for
the NGS in 2021 will be listed on the website so you can
start to plan your outings too. 
Let’s hope you can visit Pembury House Garden in Clay-
ton in 2021 and even have coffee and cake! 
www.pemburyhouse.co.uk    Jane Baker

MINI LABELS 
Available to order at 

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

01273 846978



HERE AT THE AIR AMBULANCE KENT

SURREY SUSSEX, we have been working on an

exciting alternative to our talks offering to groups

throughout the year. We love to get out into the com-

munity and talk to people about how we work, in-

novate and save lives, but sadly this year has been

very different. We are delighted to say that we have

been able to continue spreading awareness virtually,

joining members of groups in their Zoom and Team

meetings. We would greatly appreciate your support

to help spread the word. 

Here at Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex, we

strive to save lives by providing the best possible

care every minute of the day, every day of the year.

Being the UK’s busiest and one of the world’s lead-

ing 24/7 Helicopter Emergency Medical Services,

at the forefront of utilising technology and innova-

tion to save lives and improve patient outcomes.

Last year alone, we were called out to help over

2,500 people in life threatening conditions. During

the pandemic, we have not dropped a shift and have

continued to serve our region 24/7 to those most in

need, along with supporting the NHS at this time. 

In mid-April, we launched our Coronavirus Emer-

gency Appeal as an urgent appeal for support. We

faced an anticipated shortfall of £2 million pounds,

which was a projected loss of fundraising income

due to the pandemic. Thanks to our fantastic sup-

porters they have helped reduce that shortfall but we

are still facing a significant deficit, and your help

during this time is needed now more than ever. 

Book a free talk about our life-saving work.

Would you like one of our volunteer speakers to join

you on your group or club’s video call or meeting?

If you are a member of a local group, club or society,

then you can book a talk with us - free of charge.

Our volunteer will talk about how we work, inno-

vate and save lives. It promises to be an interesting

and inspiring meeting for your members, whilst en-

abling us to raise vital awareness of our charity and

hear how you and your members could get involved

in supporting us. 

If you would like to hear more about us, then we

would love to hear from you. Get in touch now to

book a talk at a time and place that suits you.

Telephone 01634 471 900 or email

talks@aakss.org.uk 

Please note all in person talks will adhere to govern-

ment guidelines. 

Please note that our presentation is only suitable for

audience members over the age of 16.  

Katie Rose



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

eLite GArAGe Doors 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

teLePHoNe 01273 844122

Maintenance | design | cOnstructiOn

Oliver edwards

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

Leo House - Aimee’s story Fifteen years

ago, Marie and Martin welcomed their beautiful

new baby girl, Aimee, to their family. After an easy

pregnancy and normal birth, they were over the

moon to bring their perfect, healthy little girl back

to their family home in Eastbourne.

Their world was turned upside down, however,

when Aimee had a seizure at just four months old.

By nine months old Aimee was diagnosed with

Dravet Syndrome, a rare form of epilepsy that af-

fects ever y area of her life.

A happy little girl, Aimee “lives in her own little

bubble” according to mum Marie. “She is so cud-

dly, loves school and playing with her car and train

toys.” But her condition means that Aimee suffers

seizures on a weekly basis, often having six to

eight fits in the space of a few hours. Aimee is mo-

bile, but unsteady on her feet, she can communi-

cate but is unable to speak and has a severe

learning disability. She is also tube-fed and has a

strict medicine routine to control her condition.

For the first four years Aimee would have a seizure

ever y seven to ten days. It would last up to an hour

and result in her being hospitalised for four to five

days at a time, putting a massive strain on family

life.

Looking for some respite from the demands of car-

ing for a child with such an unpredictable condi-

tion, the family were referred to Leo House at

Home.They star ted receiving regular visits from

one of the Community Nurses, who takes care of

all of Aimee’s needs whilst the rest of the family

enjoy activities that are usually out of bounds for

them.

Marie explains, “I would never usually go to the

cinema because I would be terrified to turn my

phone off for two hours and focus on anything

other than Aimee. But with Kirstie, our Commu-

nity Nurse, I can do just that. She knows Aimee

and us so well, I know she will look after

her with the same care and attention that I would.”

Due to Aimee’s complex medical needs, the family

were shielding at home for months when the

COVID-19 pandemic struck. “It was really hard

for us. We have been working from home, tr ying

to take care of Aimee and her medical needs, it has
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IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

been really intense. But we have had regular con-

tact from Leo House at Home and they really have

been a lifeline for us. We know that there is always

someone at the end of the phone if we need them.”

When the family came out of shielding, they began

having visits from their Community Nurse, Kirstie,

again, “recently, Kirstie has been taking Aimee out

and about for the day when she visits. This is be-

cause my husband and I have been working from

home, so it gives us a little bit of time to get our

heads down and work.”

“It really is fantastic knowing that we have the sup-

por t of Leo House. We have been given the oppor-

tunity to build a really strong relationship with our

Community Nurse, something that doesn’t often

happen with other care providers.”

Leo House was established by Brighton Lions

Club to help life-limited children, young people

and their families living in East and Mid-Sussex as

well as in Brighton & Hove. Leo House suppor ts

children and young people with a life-limiting con-

dition from birth to 25 years of age and their fam-

ilies. We know we cannot cure them but we can

help to give them the best quality of life for as long

as that might be.

You can contact us at Leo House, Lions Dene,The

Deneway, Brighton, BN1 5AZ, telephone 01273

556834, www.leohouse.org.uk or email

info@leohouse.org.uk

If you’d like to make a donation directly into our

bank: Sort code: 40-14-0, Account no: 51335979,

Name: Leo House, Registered charity no.

1091541.A company limited by guarantee, number

3803928.                                           Angie Lintott

Deadline for the February
Issue is 

Friday 1st January 2021.  
For more infomation 

please visit 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk
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The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel:  (01273) 843780

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

MID SUSSEX DISTRICT COUNCIL have no-

tified Towns and Parishes that the Mobile Refuse

collections which were suspended earlier this year

due to the coronavirus pandemic, have now been

ceased permanently. The decision to cease the

provision of this service was supported by the fol-

lowing information:

Mobile Civic Amenity collections do not allow for

waste to be kept separate and recycled or reused;

therefore, not meeting the objectives of the waste

hierarchy which was incorporated into UK law via

the Waste Regulations (England and Wales) 2012.

The waste collected at the Mobile Civic Amenity

Site can be removed from households using other

services; including the MSDC bulky waste service

and garden waste collection service.

There are two Household Waste Recycling Sites

(HWRS) within Mid Sussex, where residents can

also dispose of any additional waste items. Enforc-

ing social distancing measures at temporary sites

is difficult and MSDC need to ensure the services

provided can be controlled to support Government

guidance. This is not possible with the Mobile

Civic Amenity Sites.

The links below provide more information on ad-

ditional services available for you to dispose of

your waste.

Bulky Waste: www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-re-

cycling/bulky-electrical-household-waste/ 

Garden waste service:

www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recycling/garden-

waste/

Household Waste Recycling Sites:

https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/waste-recy-

cling/household-waste-recycling-sites/

Alternatively if you wish to speak to someone

about any of these services or other waste collec-

tion matters, the MSDC Waste Management Team

can be contacted on 01444 477440.  

Ian Cumberworth

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
ed@villagemagazines.co.uk

Lost Property
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with all the 
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Tel: 01273 846978
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STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Here we are again at yet the end of another year.  My God they go quickly these days I expect we’ll all be shouting Happy
New Year when the appropriate time arrives out with the old and in with the new.  It certainly has been a challenging year
and one lives in hope that the year ahead may be perhaps a little less challenging.  None of us know what’s round the
corner and in many ways it’s best we don’t.  So it’s difficult for me to give people an honest answer when asked if I’m going
to be queuing up to get inoculated?  The short answer is No the long answer is I make no secret of the fact I’m a bit strange,
I love all animals especially foxes, I must kiss mine at least 20 times a day, he’s just so scrummy and when you’ve got
something so beautiful leaping in your arms you just can’t help it.  I can only sleep five hours a day, that’s it, any longer and
I feel even more strange, so I stick to the five hours and I suppose I must inhale at least a kilo of cat hair over the course of
a year, but my immune system is iron clad, so I’m just going to sit on the fence and see what happens.  Hang on a minute
the wife’s whispering in my ear apparently I’m not strange just eccentric, I’ll take that!! But please don’t take any notice of
me, the vaccine is a huge break through and will I’m sure bring life back to some kind of normality in the future, I just hope
it’s the magic bullet everyone expects it to be.
It’s a great shame but Pavilion Electrics will no longer be a shop of any description, it is being converted back to a residential
property.  With the way retail is at the moment it does make sense of course, it was a house originally as were all those
shops down to McColls, if you look at an old picture of Hassocks you’ll see how they looked in the past and who knows they
may just look like that again in he future!
I’ve heard a whisper Smarty’s Dry Cleaners may soon be under new ownership, it has been on the market for a while so it
could be a done deal, it’s amazing to think it’s almost a year since Reza was killed, no fault of his own, but by his own
Country Men, he was a lovely man and still greatly missed.
How kind of the Light Up Hassocks people to put a couple of carrots on either side of the Merry Christmas Hassocks sign,
I’m sure Father Christmas will share them amongst his Reindeer on Christmas Eve!  
Thank you one and all for all your custom over the last year, not just from me but from all the shops in Hassocks, Keymer
and Ditchling and the surrounding villages.  We all are extremely grateful, please use us whenever you can, I’ll be closed
Christmas Day but open again Boxing Day if you need anything.  Take care of yourselves and let’s look forward to a more
settled New Year.   
What a wonderful sight to come in on this December morning to 100’s of knitted Angels left all over Hassocks, for over 
Hassocks, free for people to pick up from the local Parish Churches.  Thank you for that it lifted alot of spirits and especially
to the Ladies that knitted them.                                                                                 Love Steve, Nola and all furry friends  xx

VACUUM CLEANER REPAIRS

ALL MAKES AND MODELS. FREE ESTIMATES. 

WE SELL NEW MACHINES.

CALL JAY ON 01273 734424

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

NOW PAVILION ELECTRICS HAVE CLOSED 

WE CAN COME TO YOU!
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