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en Watson Electrica . .
All Electrical All Plumbing & Heating
Work Undertaken Works Undertaken
Fully Insured * Free Estimates Boilers Installed, Serviced & Repaired
Local Resident Energy Efficient Solutions for your Home
Contact Ben Watson on CitY&pBathroom Design & Installation ‘5
01273 845960 Gultea  Local Resident « Fully Insured =
07971 549939. call Stuart on 07738 679167
Electrical Safety nNiE EnE or Adam on 07983 693089
Register T @ admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SON

Hassocks/ Est since

Burgess Hill Based QUALIFIED BUILDERS 1976
01273 843040 or 07715 000883 « 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

* Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?
. IS'yourROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs
< {syour CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?
* Are your GUTTERS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976
Please cathus-if you require a FREE estimate

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com
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issue is 3rd January

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR. Tel 01273 846978.
Your Editors: Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown & Natalie Dalley

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the February 2023 ISSUE is 3rd January 2023

All copy must include your name, address and telephone number. If not included for our information,
your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk  Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk
We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention
that you saw their advert in our magazine. Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this
publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website: www.hassockspc.net. Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth
Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors. Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri 1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill. (1st Oct - 31st Mar. 2023.)
OPEN Fri - Wed.. inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm
Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries — 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT FORGET YOUR PROOF OF ADDRESS




HURSTPIERPOINT EST 1968
www. LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

INTERI*RS

Painting & Decorating Services

Professional & Reliable Service Ride-on Lawnmowers, Lawnmowers,

Strimmers, Chainsaws, Hedgecutters,Leaf
. Blowers & much more.
Call Robin on We are your local CO3RA & Masport dealer.

01273 834462 Martin@lawnmowerservices.uk

City&s 07515 442147
Guilds ikt (07719 303299 [

Fully Insured

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

L e S L : «
PRIMROSE WOOD (THE DELL). ThIS Iovely coppice was full of W|IdI|fe badgers and birds
etc and it was absolutely beautiful. It was off Langton Lane in Hurstpierpoint, but was cut down
about 40 years ago. It was part of Bridge Farm.
The second picture was taken near Primrose Wood, mum Annie Faccenda (latterly Evans) on

the left and Mrs Patch on the right with our family dog Patch. Dave Evans
VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES oA
M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., L.T.E.C., B.PHYS. @@7 ! @
‘.‘ REFLEXOLOGY, Glenarm Waste Clearance
((/7)1 HOLISTIC MASSAGE Commercial & Domestic
A & AROMATHERAPY All Waste & House Clearances
‘-IEP Fully Licensed by Fully Insured
’.E:? Telephone: (01 273) The Environment Agency Credit Cards Taken
O 01273 891 ¢ 07867 765908
846938 73 %fz9@4élenarm.co >




JB LAWNMOWING

Free Estimates

LEAF COLLECTION
& HEDGE TRIMMING

Call Jonathan

07974 582413

or email: beachjonathan16 @gmail.com
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JAZZ ETC AT DITCHLING VILLAGE HALL
WITH ANEESA CHAUDHRY & K2
Saturday 18 February 7:30pm
Join us to celebrate The Month of Love
as Aneesa sings jazz, blues, classics and
Asian fusion, backed by K2
(Ashley Knowles: piano/organ/accordion,
Patrick Knowles: guitar, Gary Fairchild: bass
and Dave Uden: drums)
with special guest Dave Morgan on trumpet.
Delicious food available from Tiny Thai and a
selection of wines and beers at the bar.
Please book ahead if possible, so that we can be

sure of being able to accommodate your party.
Tickets £15 from Ditchling Post Office
or online at boatmancryptics.co.uk/live-music
Ashley
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V QUICK RESPONSE ’6
NO CALLOUT CHARGE
LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED
24 HOUR CALLOUT
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Call Lucy on 07780 840462

Store this number on your phone,
you never know when you will need it.

, . TOP TRADES PERSON
BRIGHTFM'S Checkatrade ' -, \cio
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ﬂ BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON z

Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP 7
% Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals ?

&:. MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
-f@ For essential foot health maintenance treatments

@ Nail Cutting * Corns ¢ Callus
Q Diabetic Foot Care ¢ Verrucae ¢ Fungal Infections |

a Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments byArrangement

"g 07400 395535
W e DI D™D

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY We are a
very friendly society, and we have regular
meetings with excellent guest speakers who
give illustrated presentations on a wide variety
of subjects with historical or geographical
themes.
We usually meet on the last Friday evening of
each month, September to May inclusive, and
our meetings take place in the in the Guide
Hall next to Trinity Road car park. On 27th
January lan Gledhill, an expert on old forms
of public transport, will present “Halfway to
the Stars” - an illustrated talk on the cable cars
of San Francisco.
We urgently need new members to help run
our society. This doesn’t involve a lot of work.
So why not come along and meet us on 27th
January? Or if you would like to know more
beforehand contact me - telephone 01273
832280, e-mail w.kent123@btinternet.com.
Bill Kent, Chairman

OSTEOPATHY

Emma Ross
Registered Osteopath - Qualified since 1988

01273 843380
or 07860 470081

DD

WWW, emma—ross—osteopathy. com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY
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MD GARDEN
CONTRACTING

DRIVEWAYS
PATIOS
BLOCK PAVING
LAWN MOWING
DECKING
BRICKWORK

01273 843300
07788 713954

Fully Insured

FENCING
TURFING
PONDS
GROUND WORKS
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL

Wasps ® Moles e Mice e~ 4
Rats e Squirrels
Fleas ® Ants -

/’1696

trap moles
No mole
No fee!

Flies

He grew up living in the close and lived in
Hassocks all his life. Many will know him
from walking his dogs in the park and chat-
ting in Hassocks high street to anyone and
everyone. Nigel passed away suddenly
which was found to be because of a under-
lying undiagnosed heart issue. As this was
in the middle of the pandemic, unfortu-
nately the family were limited to 30 people
for his funeral.

Izzy (his youngest daughter) is running the
London Marathon on 23rd April in mem-
ory of Nigel for the British Heart Founda-
tion. She is doing a quiz and curry night at
The Hassocks on 20th January - teams of
8.

Or just giving page
at  www.justgiving.com/fundraising/izzyde-
wdney2023. 1zzy Dewdney
Tight Shoulders? ELITE GARAGE DOORS
Lower Back Pain?
T N | C Poor Quality Sleep? *« NEW DOORS
VOGA & PILATES. Aghes & Painsy + AUTOMATION
holistic health for everyone * REPAIRS

Bespoke 1to 1 Classes

Improve your Health
& Wellbeing today!

Elizabeth Hawkins

£ elizabeth@gymandtonic.health
& 07717 820001

www.gymandtonic.health

* GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122




BOWLEY FUNERAL
SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY BUSINESS

2%, (Golden Charter
Funeral l’lm:%

INDEPENDENT
FUNERAL

Pre paid Funeral Plans

30 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West
Sussex BN6 8AN Tel: 01273 841711

NEWS FROM DOWNLANDS It has been
a fantastic start to the new school year at
Downlands. Our new Year 7 students have set-
tled into school life and some great events
have taken place, like Battle of the Bands and
our Quiz Night.

We’ve been able to hold some fundraising
events including a #HelloYellow Day, which
raised an incredible £879.44 and Children in
Need non-school uniform day.

We had our Ofsted Inspection in October and
I’m pleased to say that Downlands has been
judged to be Good in all areas. The team of in-
spectors were in school for two days collecting
evidence including interviews with senior
leaders, teachers, support staff, pupils and
Governors. The team also conducted lesson
observations and surveys. The report is very
positive and captures the real strengths of our
school in terms of its ambitious curriculum, as
well as inspiring teaching and learning, which
enables all students to achieve fantastic out-
comes - this year we are celebrating our best

J HANDY MANFRIDAY
Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge

Don't have time to take on all those jobs that
need doing? Don’t worry.... I'm here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service
All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,
curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,
carpentry and much, much more. “Fully insured”
Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com

ever examination results with a Progress 8
score of +0.59. This in effect means that our
students achieve over half a grade higher in
every subject than similar students across the
country. The report also emphasises the
strength of our community, our expert teachers,
the fantastic behaviour of our students, the
warm and trusting relationships between our
students and our staff, our strong pastoral care,
and the range of opportunities available to stu-
dents. It also recognises our work on character
and how it is developing our students into suc-
cessful learners.

Given the significant changes to the inspection
framework since the school was last inspected,
we are pleased that the school has achieved an
overall effectiveness grading of Good. The re-
port outlines some areas for improvements and
we have fully taken on board this feedback. We
are already working hard to ensure that plans
are in place to address these areas.

We would like to say a big thank you to our
DSA and everyone that attended the Christmas
Market on Saturday 26th November. The
Downlands School Association raised a stag-
gering £3880.00 for the school. This money
will help for the revamp of the common room.
It will be transformed into a more welcoming
place for the students to enjoy. It was so lovely
to see everyone enjoying the event, especially
the students. The DSA have also been running
their ever-popular Christmas Prize Draw,
which at the time of writing has raised just over
£4000.00!

We would also like to say a massive thank you
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2 Faux Wooden blinds
fully measured & fitted for

HILLARYS

Henfield

v Friendly in-home service v Options for every budget

“My local advisor helped me
find a blind to fit my budget.
The service was second to none™.

Laura Jackson, customer

ROLLERS | ROMANS | VERTICALS | VENETIANS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | WOODEN BLINDS

Call me for a free in-home appointment:
Jeff Chase 07981963087

*Based on the same spec, size & levels of service.

v Price includes measuring & fitting

YOUR LOCAL BLINDS,
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS
SPECIALIST

« | provide expert advice on the
best window solutions

« Flexible appointment times

- Blinds & curtains tailor-made
here in the UK

« Ask me about multi-blind
discounts

« | won’t be beaten on price*

« Electric blinds avallable

to the wonderful community at Downlands
who have helped us to donate over 1000 items
for the Burgess Hill Christmas Hamper Pro-
ject. We are blown away by the generosity!
We are proud of our wonderful school and
would like to wish our students, families, staff
and our community a happy and prosperous
new year! Holly Spahiu

DANCING IS GOOD FOR YOU! THIS IS
A PROVEN FACT So how about getting
your New Year exercise regime off to a good
start by coming to dance with the Keymer
Folk Dance Club on Monday evenings from
7.30 to 9.30 pm in the URC Church Hall,
Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6 8AB (next to
the Fish & Chip shop). We meet on the 1st,
3rd and 5th Mondays of the month. So, our

first evening is 16th January, followed by
30th January. You don’t need a partner, but
bring a friend, if you can persuade someone
else to join you. There is a small cost per ses-
sion, but the first evening is free.
So put these dates in your new diaries now.
Folk dancing is a great way to meet people
and to shrug of the Winter Blues. It is also
cheaper than putting the central heating on!
More details on our
website: keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk/

Sean Goddard

CORRECTION to last month’s ‘photos’
from Dave they were from ‘Pyecombe to
Cuckfield with stops along the way’ published
by Mid Sussex Books. We apologise for this
error. Ed

6o

e, /L sessoay

Iron On or Sew On

NAME TAPES

For your childrens’ school clothes

_ Available to order from: QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273 846978

Also Suitable for:
Retirement Home Clothing,
Hospital Stays, Uniforms,
Workwear, Sportswear.




Fully insured
Free estimates

J Lee Trees v‘;]

Hurstpierpoint based, offering a professional
tree care service throughout Mid Sussex.

.
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Justin Lee (AA Tech Cert)
tel: 01273 831339 mob: 07947 564119

www.jleetrees.com email: info@jleetrees.com

Kitchen Carousel

Hassocks, Hurst and Ditchling

Please visit our new website:
kitchencarousel.co.uk
Refurbishments or Full Kitchen Projects

Call Stephen Hamilton
07565 722055

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY We are
very pleased to announce that we are present-
ing a brand new programme for 2023.

Our season of films will start in January and
finish in December. (There will be no screen-
ings in August.)

Our first film in the New Year will be on
Thursday, 12th January and is ‘Belfast’” — It
is August 1969 — surrounded by sporadic vio-
lence and growing danger, 9 year old Buddy
finds himself confronted with the ugly reality
of sectarian conflict. As the suffocating stran-
glehold of increasing turmoil tightens around
his once peaceful working-class neighbour-
hood, the boy tries his best to understand The
Troubles because after all, someone must be
responsible for forcing people to flee their
homes. Now Buddy and his family must
come face to face with a nearly impossible,
life-altering decision — whether to stay or start
packing? Kenneth Branagh’s terrific, semi-
autobiographical film is made all the more

IAN THOMPSON

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER
Gas Safe Registered

Tel. HASSOCKS 844865 Mobile: 07785 717464

Karen Butterfill mssch Mbcha
CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits « HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

memorable with the wonderful soundtrack
featuring predominantly Van Morrison’s
music. The film, which stars Judi Dench,
Jamie Dornan, Ciaran Hands and Catriona
Balfe, won the 2022 BAFTA Film Award.
Director: Kenneth Branagh, UK 2021
glish, 98 minutes, cert PG 13.

On Thursday, 2nd February we shall be
showing ‘Olga’ — a film about a dedicated,
teenage Ukrainian gymnast who is living in
exile in Switzerland dreaming of Olympic
Gold and trying to fit in with her new team.
The films will be shown in Ditchling Village
Hall. Annual Membership available. Wine
can be purchased by the glass. Films will start
at 8 pm (doors open 7.30 pm) and please note
that there is ample parking at the rear of the
Hall.

En-

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel

FEBRUARY 2023 DEADLINE
3RD JANUARY 2023

www.aIlgardensgreatandsmall.co.uekSt \983
Paving  Walling * Steps
Driveways ¢ Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP

01273 890747
07973 865850

allgardens@gmail.com

Landscape

Gasdeners




ED KASE MOTORCYCLES 01273 846 823

HENFIELD

established since 2001

Repairs, Servicing, Custom Builds, Restorations,
MOT Work, Wiring, Polishing & Welding @£45ph. Family Run Business
. . . . Sussex
Modern/Classic/Trike. Friendly & Polite Fully Insured
n I@l Services
0 7 9 5 ‘l' 0 9 6 4 8 4 wwwsussexhandyman.co.uk Free Quotes

THE MEMBERS OF THE MONDAY GROUP

ARE VERY APPRECIATIVE OF THE RECOGNITION
Recently given at the Mid Sussex Applauds for 2022. Mid Sussex District Council celebrated
the fantastic work of a range of community champions with a special ceremony in November
at the South of England Showground. The event was hosted by Mid Sussex District Council
chairman Margaret Belsey and attended by the High Sheriff of West Sussex, James Whitmore.
We are very pleased to have been nominated successfully in three categories; Stronger Com-
munities Award — Commendation Take Pride in Mid Sussex Award — Joint Winner Peer Nom-
inated Award — Winner The Monday Group was founded in 1961 as an organisation of volunteer
workers in the heart of Sussex who build and maintain stiles, gates and walkways and other
wooden structures on public rights-of-way, as well as working to keep them clear of obstruc-
tions and overgrowth. We respond to requests from members of the public, landowners and
local authorities to help provide easier access to our beautiful countryside for all who wish to
enjoy it. As a Registered Charity we are funded by donations from the public, and organisations
who use the footpaths and by grants from Local Authorities in the area. For further information,
or to contact us, please visit our website mondaygroup.org. Stephen Brewis
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BM ROOFING

SUSSEX LTD

* NEW ROOFS

o STRIP & RE-TILE
o TILING

o SLATING

o CHIMNEYS

* LEAD FLASHING
o FLAT ROOFS

* GUTTERING

o FASCIAS

o SOFFITS

E: bmroofmg@hve co.uk
www.bmroofingsussex.co.uk

01273 803960
07786 451194
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CAN YOU HELP?

Thank you to all our volunteers who have come
forward to deliver our magazine

We have a few areas left which we need covering so if you think

you can help please give us a call or email us.
(the amount in the brackets is roughly the amount to be delivered in the specific area)

HURSTPIERPOINT
Paykns Manor - LadyMead (25),
Holy Trinity Church to The Horse inc. Policemans Lane & Churchfields (59)
High Street (145), Trinity Road (36)

Willow \X/ay, inc. Willow Close, Willow Gardens & Blackthorns (21 3)
Idenhurst (new builds) (150), St Lawrence Way & Fairfield Crescent (68)
College Lane inc. Hurst Wickham Close, College Place, Lynton Close & Wolstonbury Close (] 91)

Cuckfield Road (from Idenhurst down to just past Fire Station) (90)
Pierpoint Close (14), Weald Close (50), Orchard Way (44)

HASSOCKS
Hurst Road (38), Station Approach West (46),
Kingsland Gate (Hassocks old golf course) (] OO+)

| "4 If you think you can help

give us a call on

273 846978

| or email
£ info@villagemagazines.co.uk




All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based
Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes
Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

YOUR LOCAL CARTRIDGE
RECYCLING CENTRE
QD STATIONERY

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks
01273 846978

HURST PLAYERS We’re in December —
and it’s almost Panto time!  Hurst Players
present their first pantomime for two years —
Treasure Island — perhaps not quite as devotees
of the Robert Louis Stevenson novel will re-
member it, but it will be a home-grown tradi-
tional panto — a rollicking tale of buccaneers
and buried treasure, written by Bob Sampson
and directed by Annette Squire.

We’ll have Long John Silver and his band of
renegades — a traditional Pantomime Dame —
yes, really - and a Hairy Mermaid plus our
variation on some of the characters from the
book, Squire Trelawney, Billy Bones, Blind
Pugh — now renamed Blind Poo - this is a
panto! And not forgetting our hero ‘Jim Lad’
Hawkins.

We hope you’ll join us as the men and women
of the good ship Hysteria — [an equal opportu-
nities ship] - sets sail for warmer climes for

Double Glazing

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - Roofline

01444 2460051

www_keymerdoubleglazing co uk

eight performances — beginning on 29th De-
cember at 7 pm - 30th December also at 7 pm
— there are afternoon performances at 2 pm on
New Year’s Eve and New Year’s Day —
evening performances at 7 pm on 5th and 6th
January with the final two performances at 2
pm and 7 pm on 7th January.
Tickets can be booked online from
www.hurstplayers.org.uk and we have a
family ticket available for two adults and two
children.
“Avast, me hearties”! [actually, we’re not quite
sure what that means] but we don’t think it’s
anything to do with walking the plank — we
live in hope!!

Anne Hopper

HASSOCKS FOOD BANK Held at the Pow-
ell House next door to the United Reform
Church in Hassocks
From 10 am to 12 pm every Monday and Fri-
day.
Donations very welcome! Collections points
for donation are Bella and Meg’s, Mansell Mc-
Taggart and Budgens in Hassocks.

Gary Pickett

DEADLINE FOR THE FEBRUARY 2023
ISSUE IS 3RD JANUARY 2023

P.R. ROOFING LTD

(Established 1989)

* GRP Fibre Glass Roofs

* Flat Roofs

* EPDM Rubber Roofs

* Chimney Repairs & Pointing

* Tiling, Slating

* Moss Removal

* uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

01273 843576 or 07710 947646




DMF FENCING

all garden fencing | sheds | concrete bases | decking & ground clearance

f

e:denefunnell2018@gmail.com

t: 01273 640 402 m: 07493 161 297

YOUTH CLUBS IN THE VILLAGE Youth
@ St Francis - Youth Group at St Francis
Church. We have 2 groups running every
Thursday during term time.

School years 4 to 6 meet 5 pm to 6.30 pm
School years 7 to 13 meet 7 pm to 8.30 pm
We have free time which includes pool, table
tennis, games consoles, table football, board
games, air hockey and outdoor spaces are
used.

We then run an activity followed by free time
again and we finish off the night with circle
time where everyone gets to have a chance to
speak and end with a pray to finish off our
night. A small charge will be required.

Messy Church - Is a Churches Together event
that runs every fourth Saturday in line with the
village market

We meet in Hassocks URC 9.30 am for break-
fast followed at 10 am by story, celebration
and crafts.

The Next Messy Church is 22nd January.

Seasonal Garden Tidies
Regular Maintenance Packages
Large Garden Specialists
Planting - Pruning- Hedge cutting
Mowing - Pressure washing
Large or Small Improvements

RO O T E D Residential & Commercial work

GARDEN SERVICES ~ Checkatrade.com 4%

Where reputation matters i

Free Estimates e Fully Insured e RHS Qualified

Rob Eager rob@rootedgardens.com
Henfield 01273 491556 / 07751 063546

rootedgardens.com

Hollingum Electrical Itd

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT
NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

@
N EE ENNE

DOMESTIC 4
INSTRLLER l:.l

Telephone Josh
on 07818 017917

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

Toast Club - Held at the Powell House next
door to the United Reform Church in Hassocks
every Monday during term time 3 pm to 5 pm
for school year 7 to 11. Activities include pool,
table football, uno, wii console and toast.
BBT (Bumps, Babies and Toddlers) - A group
for play and chat. Held every Thursday in St.
Francis Church Hall, Priory Road, Hassocks
from 1 pm to 2.30 pm.

Gary Pickett

DITCHLING PLAYERS - NOVEMBER
2022 PRODUCTION First of all, on behalf
of the Ditchling Players, I would like to apol-
ogise for the last-minute cancellation of our
production of ‘Gaslight’.

As I’'m sure you’ll appreciate this decision was
not taken lightly and we’re sorry for the disap-
pointment this caused to you, our audience. We
have some good news, however, and that is
that ‘Gaslight’; will be returning to the Ditch-
ling stage on the 9th to 13th May. this year.
Please note that the performances will run
from Tuesday to Saturday for this production
only as we’re unable perform a matinee. So do
make a note of these dates and we look for-
ward to seeing you then.

David Tettersell

A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING

All plumbing and gas work undertaken
Boiler Installations & Servicing
to Bathrooms Designed & Installed (inc. tiling).
New Heating Systems & Power Flushing to Dripping Taps
Friendly, Local & Fully Insured

07967 440 805

alex@pyecombeplumber.com

620788
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mcmpmma SB Developments
Local builder with over 30 years experience

specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

All aspects undertaken including: FULLY INSURED ° RELIABLE

e kitchens e built in wardrobes e flooring CONSIDERATE * TIDY * FREE QUOTES
e decking e storage solutions e doors

077,; UGLL‘;I:SSLGIZ E/D 6\"\'/ ; I;’gugitéz78 plumbing work, carpentry & garden work
kCaII Chris or visit WWW.coopcarpentry.com 0771 362 3949
THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR
SCHOOL It has been a really, re-
ally busy month once again at The
Windmills.

We want to say a big well done to
our girls football team who not
only made it through to the Mid-
Sussex Girls football final, but
were crowned the Champions!
They now move on to represent
Mid-Sussex in the County Cup Fi-
nals in January. Congratulations
to all the girls for this fantastic
achievement — we are really proud
of them.

The boys football team was also
in action this month in the Mid-
Sussex Boys football tournament.
They played some fantastic foot- [ : : -
ball and were agonisingly close to values to all that they came across. Congratu-
qualifying for the next round. They played su-  |aions to all the boys who took part.

perbly well as a team and modelled our school  Qur year 6 children have been busy doing

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,

4 | www.sbdevs.co.uk ¢ stuart@sbdevs.co.uk
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Landscapes & Maintenance Decking & Gates
General Garden Maintenance * Tree Surgery Free QUOtation * Reliable Service
Hard & Soft Landscaping * Wildlife Gardens Checxatrads
Power Washing of Patios & Driveways Where reputation matters
Turfing & New Lawn Installation Call Chris
Brian McAllister ssc weni \‘: Tel: 01273 845616
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PC Problems?

...we come to you

* New Computers

* Laptop Setup

* Wireless Setup

e Printer Setup

e Servicing & Clean up

¢ Computer Repairs
e Hardware Upgrades
e Software Issues
*Data Recovery
e Virus & Malware
Removal
* Networking

| 07771588 577

rob@rhaskins.co.uk

their ‘bikeability’ cycle training to give them
the confidence and skills to be able to ride on
the roads safely. Some of the children had to
bravely contend with some of the worst
weather that could possibly be thrown at them.
Well done to all those that took part.

Year 3 were lucky to have the amazing Sports
Leadership students from Downlands come to
Windmills and show us the brilliant games of
Boccia and New Age Kurling. The children
had so much fun working in teams and cheer-
ing each another on.

Year 5 have been working on persuasive writ-
ing. They were given a fictional environmental
scenario to inspire their writing and made im-
pressive written arguments for and against.
Inspired by the 100 year anniversary of the dis-
covery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, year 4 created
their own tomb to ‘discover’, complete with
glowing hieroglyphics, spooky sound effects,
tunnels to crawl through and an actual mummy

The Home & Garden Guy

Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between
Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call lvan today for a free quote
Mobile: 07814 598539
Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

in a sarcophagus. The children had a brilliant
learning experience.

And finally, our Christmas Fair — what a suc-
cess! The ‘Friends of Windmills’ did an abso-
lutely amazing job, as did our year 6 children
who designed and made free standing Christ-
mas games for the fair as part of their D.T.
learning. All the children all did such a great
job of getting us in the festive mood with their
angelic singing. Thank you so much to every-
one involved for the extraordinary amount of
hard work that this took to coordinate — you
have helped to raise a huge amount of money
and it was such a joy to see the school posi-
tively brimming with Christmas cheer.

On behalf of Windmills

R; . , "J: . fiﬁ - Plastering

— o L Rendering

ONSTRUCTION LTD Bricklaying

~ 01278841796 ) Building Work

f(}}g’ﬁ& 47 5 1925' Property Maintenance
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk * www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk




STATION GARAGE Hassocks 01273 844256
Proud sponsors of ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET IS
MOVING! As you may or may not know the
national tyres site where we have been holding
the village market for the last 19 (!) years is
earmarked for development. The timings of
these changes (and the implications on the
market) are out of our control. For this reason,
we have decided to move the market to a new
location in the village.

From January 2023 the new market location
is the Age Concern car park, Dale Avenue,
Hassocks, BN6 8LW.

We are very grateful to the National Tyre Cen-
tre for accommodating our market over all
these years - thank you!

We’re really excited about the move as there
is more space at the new site and also the Age
Concern building will be open on market
mornings with their cafe serving tea and cof-
fee and light refreshments

Local charity, Age Concern, will have their
shop open and they will have their own stall.
Market visitors will also be able to purchase
hot drinks and light refreshments from their
café.

Additionally, the increasingly popular local
HKD Repair Café will relocate to Age Con-

MID SUSSEX FLOORING
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer
with over 20 years experience.
Offering a range of all types of flooring
brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call
01273 844739 or 07970 636160

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk
hecikatrade

oo Dy s oy

cern which will increase footfall to both Age
Concern and Hassocks Village Market — it’s a
win-win situation for all.
Please do come along and support the market
in its new home on 28th January. We look
forward to seeing you all there. The hassocks
village market committee, Hassocksvillage-
marketl @gmail.com.

Catriona Hawksley

VIVACE! CHOIR TO CELEBRATE ITS
20TH BIRTHDAY With Christmas carols be-
coming a distant memory, the Ditchling-based
choir Vivace! is already preparing for a series
of concerts in the first half of 2023. Founded
in 2003, Vivace! has been described as “a good
choir for good causes” because it has a great
track record of performing at fund-raising
charity events all over Sussex.

In 2023 these will include performances at
Newtimber Church on 22nd April, at Keymer
Parish Church on 17th June, and, to celebrate
our 20th year, a grand concert with refresh-
ments at Danny House, Hurstpierpoint, on
28th June.

The repertoire for 2023 includes a selection of
popular and lesser-known pieces from
Baroque to Rock and the tuneful Little Jazz
Mass by Bob Chilcott, accompanied by jazz
piano.

The Vivace! Choir would love to welcome
new recruits, soprano, alto, tenor and bass. You
don’t necessarily have to be able to read music,
as long as you can follow it and enjoy singing
in harmony.”

If you think you might be interested, please
contact info@yvivacechoirsussex.org.uk.

Or, why not come along to one of the concerts
and see what you think? Richard Ware
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LOCKS & ALARMS

Faulty Door or Windows Locks? Broken or Lost Keys? Locked Out?
e DBS Checked e Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Fully Insured

* Commercial & Domestic ¢ Free Security Surveys ¢ Master Key Systems
* Locks Supplied & Fitted « UPVC Door Specialist

Tel: 01273 068 086 * Mobile : 07538 521 210

Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk * www.snsecurity.co.uk

HASSOCKS WI meet at Adastra Hall on the
3rd Monday in the month. Doors open 7.30
pm, start 7.45 pm.

Craft Club is the 9th January at 2 pm in the
Committee Room.

January Looking Back/Facing Forward -The
wonderful party celebrating the Queen’s Plat-
inum Jubilee was our highlight of 2022. Our
ongoing projects making breast cancer cush-
ions and collecting donations for the Food
Bank continue. Companionship is shared
through our Book Clubs, Walking Groups and
Creative Writing Sessions. Our new venture
afternoon Craft Club its proving very popular.
We enjoyed Arty outings, theatre trips and
other organised events. All these as well as
our monthly evening meetings gave us a var-
ied and interesting year. Thank you to every-
one who helped out. Don’t feel lonely come
along to a meeting for a friendly welcome.
As you may be aware the WI is a unique or-
ganisation shaped by its members since 1915,
helping members raise awareness and cam-
paign nationally on many diverse topics. Our
current campaign -‘Thinking Differently:
Autism and ADHD Women and Girls” will be
talked about during our January meeting,
which is a Knit, Natter and Catch Up with
Cake (please), along with resolutions.
Visitors are welcome (donation), come along

and try something new in 22 - Oops - should
be come and see in 23! Gerry

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks.
Main office 01273 844461, www.achas-
socks.co.uk.

Happy New Year to all! Come along and keep
warm and have a coffee or lunch in our cosy
dining room, we serve lunches Tues to Fri and
a brunch on a Monday. (Mondays no need to
book).

Please do call us on 01273 844461 to book a
place. Do let us know by 10 am on the day at
the latest. Our Menu is always on our website.
If you need help with transport to come for
lunch, the bus runs on a Tuesday and a Thurs-
day, do enquire in the office. Our Coffee Shop
is open from 9 am — 3 pm serving refresh-
ments. Our Charity shop and Coffee shop are
also open on Saturday mornings 9 am - 11.45
am.

New Activities — Chair Pilates on a Monday 2
— 3 pm, Craft mornings on a Monday, Bingo
Wednesday mornings at 11 am. Knit and Nat-
ter also on Wednesday morning, come along
and bring your knitting and chat to others.
Art Group Tuesday and Thursday mornings,
Canasta Thursday afternoon.

Age Concern will be closed on
Monday 2nd January.  All at Age Concern

Advertising rates can be found on our website:

www.villagemagazines.co.uk




PLUMBING AND HEATING

Qualified, local professional
TAN PARKIN ssote

01273 833793 or 07986 401670

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.
Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.
Blockages & drainage problems. Free estimates, fair pricing.
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING
STREAT AND WESTMESTON A very
Happy New Year from us all in the Beacon
Parish. We invite everyone to join us at any of
our welcoming and friendly services.
There will be a 10 am service of Morning
Praise and Holy Communion in Ditchling on
each Sunday during January except Sunday
29th January when the Service will take place
at St Margaret’s Primary School at 10 am.
Wednesday(@10 services of Holy Communion
will take place each Wednesday during Jan-
uary. Do come and join us for our friendly
SING! session on Wednesday 4th January at
6 pm in St. Margaret’s to sing some favourite
worship songs and learn some new ones. A
lovely sociable time together.
Visit our website www.beaconparish.co.uk/
for details of any changes or additions. At the
time of going to press, we are unable to live
stream our Sunday services but please check
our website for updated information on this.
Sherrian Guest

HEBER OPERA needs new voices for a new
year!

With a full year of musical events in the diary,
Heber Opera would love to hear from you if
you enjoy singing and want to join in the fan-
tastic world of opera. The plan for 2023 in-
cludes a spring concert of opera choruses, a
masterclass/workshop, and a fully staged pro-
duction of The Tales of Hoffmann (Offenbach)
in September. Heber always sings in English,

~

JON BARKER
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fencing * Guttering * Brickwork ¢« Patios
Paths ¢ Painting * House & Garden Clearance
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing * Hedge Trimming
Tree Felling ¢ Planting etc
No Job too BIG or too small
Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured

07815 663825

and rehearses every Sunday evening in Hurst-
pierpoint Village Centre, the first rehearsal will
be on Sunday 29th January. You are welcome
to just come and try on that date, but if you

want more information, please contact
Michael Withers on
michael@heberopera.co.uk, or 07892
735190.

Jenny

708 & 80S DISCO IN AID OF DITCH-
LING PAVILION in Ditchling Village Hall
on 4th March at 7.30 pm.

Tickets are available from Ditchling Post Of-
fice (closer to the date) or via email
nikki@ditchlingcharityball.uk. Kindly
sponsored by Chatt Estates.

Nikki

CAMEOQO (Come and meet each other) on
Monday 23rd January at Keymer Church
Hall from 2 pm to 4 pm.

Cameo is open to all just come and enjoy an
enjoyable afternoon over a cup of tea and a
slice of cake. Gary Pickett

Visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk
for advertising rates

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS « WALLS - FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice « Over 35 years locally « Hassocks Resident

Phone 07812 841032




THE HASSOCKS

—Traditional Pub
Come & Watch all Premier League Football

with us in the New Year

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

Self Contained with Bar - Fridays are Free for Charity Events *
Fully Air Conditioned - PA System or D] Available

Seating for up to 90 people
3 Course Meals or Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries,
Lunches, Dinners, Meetings and More

Call Chris on 01273 842113 for details.

*Terms and conditions apply

Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113

Email chris@thehassocks.co.uk www.thehassocks.co.uk




Mowndaoy - Satwrdey. 7.300m -

27 Keymer Rood, Hassocks

4.00 pm* exclunding Bank Ho-Lerys
FAMILY BULK BUYS - ALL BAGGED & READY FOR YOUR FREEZER
5Ib Extra Lean Mince Beef £17.99 - 5lb Chicken Breast Fillets £17.99

5lb Back Bacon £15.99 (smoked/unsmoked ) « 1.5kg Boneless Pork Steaks £9.99
5Ib Chicken Thighs £10.99 - 5Ib Best Braising Steak £21.99

01273 8422496

POP IN & SEE US * PHONE ORDERS TAKEN ¢ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
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MIND THE GAP - MID SUSSEX DISTRICT PLAN
Would the residents of Hurstpierpoint and Sayers
Common support a local gap between the A2300
and Chalkers Lane to stop coalescence between
Burgess Hill, Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common.

Happy New Year. Councillor Dave Evans
Please call me for further information
07496 143194
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HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY ‘Hurst Meadows — how it is being
managed, what has happened so far and what

is planned’.

An illustrated talk by Georgina Judd , Hurst
Meadows volunteer ecologist and councillors
Claire Majasai and Allan Brown.

Followed by a social with drinks and nibbles
at 7.45 pm Tuesday 10th January in the Club
Suite, Hurstpierpoint Village Centre.
Sheffield Park and Garden Past Present and
Future — caring for our Horticultural Heritage.

An illustrated talk by Assistant Head Gardener
Chris Skinner at 7.45 pm on Tuesday 14th
February in the Club Suite, Hurstpierpoint
Village Centre.

Kathy Green

JAZZ LUNCHES AT THE HASSOCKS
PUB 2023 Station Approach East, Hassocks.
Happy New Year form Muskrat Ramblers,
Peter Leonard (Lead, Trumpet). Alan Cress-
well (Clarinet), Bill Phelan (Flugle), Jim
Heath (Banjo), Andy Lawrence (String Bass)
and Paul Norman (Drums)
Dates for this year are 10th January, 14th
March, 9th May, 11th July, 12th Sept,,
and 14th Nov. Doors open 11.45 am Jazz
starts at 12 pm to 2.45 pm. Entrance fee in-
cludes lunch. Please book in advance by call-
ing Jo 01444 235986 or Margaret 01444
235639.
Great food, great jazz and great company.
Alan Cresswell

HASSOCIKS

Paving & Patio Services

$844

Simon Weller - 07525 857679

01273 468759

hassockspaving@hotmail.com
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

 JB FENCING )

ALL TYPES OF FENCING & GATES

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed

Sheds and Bases

No job too small

Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

\_ Mobile 07713 132489 /
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LEE'S LOCKS

All locks fitted to insuranc e BS3621

Mortice Locks - Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed - O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work - UPVC Specialist

Digital Locks -Window Locks
Garage Door - UPVC/Patio
Police Checked - No VAT!!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it

Mob: 07921 068564
Tel: 01273 803084
Email: lee®lees-locks.com

SREE 0800 44 88 147 Eiecxkatrade
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION -

* Removals John Broomfield
* Storage REMOVALS Ltd

* House Clearances
* Fully Insured

» Packaging
* + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

TREFOIL GUILD 16th November was the

DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH On
behalf of our President, Mrs Virginia Lewis-
Jones, Vice President, Mrs Juliet Smith JP,
DL, Chairman Mr Tom Jones and the Branch
Committee, we would like to thank all the
Shops and Businesses in Ditchling, Ditchling
C of E Primary School and to Everyone who
has supported and donated to the 2022 Poppy
Appeal. A special thank you also to our won-
derful Collectors. In addition, we would also
like to thank those Shops and Businesses in
Keymer and Hassocks who also supported our
Branch Poppy Appeal. This year our total has
reached £4,500 for which we are so very
grateful.

Please accept a very heartfelt thank you to you
all who have given so generously.

The Branch would like to take this opportunity
of wishing you all a very healthy and success-
ful 2023.

night of the floods. Some members braved the
weather as did the ukulele band.

Our Christmas Meal was at The Thatched Inn.
A Merry Christmas to all our members and a
Happy New Year!

We will be at the Guide Hall for our meeting
on 18th January.

We meet at the Guide Hall, Semley Road at
7.45 pm for 8 pm on the 3rd Wednesday in the
month. Visitors welcome. For more informa-
tion call 07546 495433. Pam

HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMENS GUILD
Our New Year’s Meeting will be on Tuesday
17th January when we will hold a Bring &
Buy Sale so if you have any Christmas
pressies you can’t use bring them along and
proceeds will go to our children’s charity.
We meet on the fourth Tuesday of the month
at 2.30 pm at Age Concern Main Hall.

Margaret E Bovill Sheila Southwell
Est 1985 m’ ﬂ' P g - I'“'
Tiling CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Slating Carpentry & Joinery * Project Management
Lead Work Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
Chimney Repointing Q Extensions & Refurbishments
Guttering Callfor a free estimate m®  General Maintenance
Moss Clearing o e L Fully Insured
o s cins & Soffis 5 aav0m0 01825 714526 Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com




J.D.Ritchie
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering

Plastering and Coving
Tiling
07979 40! 126

jack ritchie@hotmail.com

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER My
New Year’s resolution is to try and be more
positive about the future - but I already feel
like banging my head repeatedly against a
tree. Standing out in the street this morning, |
heard a noise that reassured me that I’'m not
alone.

The drumming of the Great Spotted Wood-
pecker is a familiar sound throughout Febru-
ary, surely earning this striking black and
white bird the reputation as one of Britain’s
most famous drummers along with Ringo
Starr and Phil Collins. The bird’s drumming
serves an important function because the
Great Spotted Woodpecker realises it can’t
sing and doesn’t attempt to. Sadly, the same
can’t be said for Ringo Starr and Phil Collins.
Instead, its drumroll is a percussive proclama-
tion that hammers home the message to other
male woodpeckers to stay away from its terri-
tory in the treetops. It also serves to drum up
support from female woodpeckers in the

John Evans oiz73sa6279
Plastering Specialist 07712 898394

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering
ekat\'adecom Free quotes e Fully Insured

Cheet johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

Home Improvements | Property Main@

kitchen and bathroom fitting,
decorating, tiling, plumbing and more.

call Keith on 07763 811516

(" JASPER
FENCING
CONTRACTORS

All types of fencing and
gates supplied and erected

01273 8435710r 07801 370700
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

\_ ,

vicinity who may be looking for a pied part-
ner.

This ‘song” may not be as sweet as the
melodies sung by the Robin or Blackbird but
it still gets its message across. Indeed, the
drumming can carry the bird’s message across
half a mile of countryside, with a male broad-
casting up to 600 drumrolls a day. Each drum-
roll consists of up to 10-16 beats, typically in
a one second burst. Of course, if I did attempt
to take my frustrations out on a tree in a simi-
lar way, I’d suffer some form of concussion -
but woodpeckers are specially designed to
avoid this by having shock absorbent tissue
between the base of their bill and their
strengthened skulls to cushion the impact.
Their incredible beak is more than just a
drumstick, it’s also a pickaxe which allows
them to chip away at trunks to excavate their
own nest hole; and a chisel with which the
woodpecker prises open tree bark to find food.
That mighty beak is a formidable weapon too,

{

NS Pitt —*

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Tel: 01444 236086
Mob: 07748 422 071

Email: mjpitt|23@gmail.com | Clty&ﬁ

Guilds

QUALIFIED

Public liability insured
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which sends other birds on the peanut feeder
scarpering pretty sharpish. And Great Spotted
Woodpeckers are becoming more greatly spot-
ted, as it is a British bird which is actually in-
creasing in numbers. The pecker’s population
leapt in the seventies and nineties, with some
estimates stating they have increased by 300%
over the past five decades. The availability of
dead wood thanks to Dutch Elm Disease and
the availability of peanuts thanks to British
bird lovers being among of the reasons for this
increase. See, | ended the article on a positive
note, maybe [ won’t break my New Year’s res-
olution after all.

Well done to me, [’'m feeling upbeat about the
future. Now to put the kettle on, put my feet
up, and turn on the news...

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent char-
ity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout
Sussex. Founded in 1961, we have worked
with local people for over half a century to
make Sussex richer in wildlife. We rely on the
support of our members to help protect our

rich natural heritage. Please consider support-
ing our work. As a member you will be invited
to join me on our regular wildlife walks and
also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife
courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex
guide book, Discovering Wildlife. It’s easy to
join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join.

Michael Blencowe

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL - COM-
MUNITY GRANTS SCHEME 2022/23

Just a reminder that the deadline for the sec-
ond submission of applications for Hassocks
Parish Council Grants is Friday 27th January
2023 for consideration by Council in Febru-
ary. The Council welcomes applications from
local community groups or for projects and
activities that will benefit local residents.

Full details can be found on the Parish Coun-
cil’s website ~-www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk or for
further information please contact the Parish
Council Office on 01273 842714 or email
info@hassocks-pe.gov.uk.  Parish Clerk

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
HCPC REGISTERED
Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks

Tel: (01273) 843780

The Old Flower Field

Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Available for
stays between
3 and 28 days

Visit our website: www. theoldﬂowerfield co. uk.
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or

telephone 01273 835696 for details.




NEWS FROM STONEYWISH On the
threshold of this New Year there is not a lot to
report from Stoneywish. Except that the black-
bird is gorging himself on the last of the frost-
split crab apples in our garden and that there
seems to be a spirit of revolt abroad amongst
the local pigs. The boar at Stoneywish, being
housed in his winter quarters in the paddock
and growing tired of his confinement, let him-
self out for a walk the other day and discov-
ered a feast of fallen acorns just a few yards
from his pen. Since then, he has been breaking
out on daily basis. Michael has found him sev-
eral times, sated and fast asleep under the big
oak tree, tempted him back to his run with a
bucket of food, and secured the fence once
more. But when the longing for acorns comes
upon him, the wily boar simply unpins the
wire with his powerful snout and lets himself
out again. And who can blame him? Then, a
few nights ago, young Mike was called out to
some neighbours who found a stray pig in
their garden. However, this pig was not from
Stoneywish and this one, a renegade from a
neighbouring farm, had no intention of
placidly following a bucket and I believe had
to be sedated before it could be got home! Is
this simply a case of the grass on the other side
looking greener, or are pigs smarter than we
think and know there should be more to life
than boredom and pig nuts?

This New Year, one might be forgiven for
looking with a wistful eye over the fence to
freer and more affluent times. Hemmed about
with injunctions and warnings about every
conceivable matter, we find life squeezed into
a smaller and smaller space, where almost ev-
erything once deemed pleasurable is now
taboo. If we can’t break out and console our-
selves with forbidden acorns, what can we do?
A line from Dickens runs in my head these
days: “It was the best of times. It was the
worst of times.” Are we fortunate or unfortu-
nate? Have our Christmas pleasures been cur-
tailed or intensified? And what of the future?
Dickens was one expert on Christmas and
Louisa May Alcott, author of ‘Little Women’,

was another. “Christmas won’t be Christmas
without any presents!” is the most famous line
she penned. Louisa churned out sentimental
Christmas stories by the dozen for childrens’
magazines, counting the dollars they made
with canny calculation. She was hell-bent on
being a breadwinner for her impoverished
family, for she had known much hardship in
her youth. With a philosopher father who was
quite incapable of providing practically for his
family, and a capable and intelligent mother
ground down by domestic chores; with sib-
lings to clothe, feed and educate, and a pow-
erful awareness of the social evils which every
Alcott fought against, Louisa turned her hand
to sewing, house-maiding, teaching,
nursing,ing - whatever would bring in the
cash. The winters were bitter in Vermont.
They often lived on charity food. ‘Little
Women’ was autobiographical. Louisa’s jour-
nal entry for Christmas 1860, shortly after the
death of her sister, reads: “A quiet Christmas,
no presents, but apples and flowers. No merry-
making for Nan and May were gone and Betty
under the snow. But we are used to hard times
and as Mother says: ‘while there is a famine
in Kansas we mustn’t ask for sugar plums.’”
Yet the Alcotts had a vital inner resilience.
They had imagination and when they could
not change their immediate circumstances,
they willed their hearts into a better place. “All
the philosophy in our house,” Louisa wrote,
“is not in the study; a good deal is in the
kitchen, where a fine old lady thinks high
thoughts and does kind deeds while she cooks
scrubs.” The ‘high thoughts’ goes with ‘simple
living” and is a buried quotation from Dorothy
Wordsworth, who also knew a thing or two
about freezing at Christmas! These women
seem good companions for the present time.
They are feisty, passionate and inspired. They
despaired and they picked themselves up
again. What would they do with our January
Blues?

I decided to draw up for myself a random list
of Resolutions, or New Year gifts, such as can
be found in their writings, to fortify the spirit



QD STATIONERY - 01273 846978

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks

www.qdstationery.co.uk

www.villagemagazines

Binding, Laminating, Typing, Scanning, Faxing, Emailing,

Cartridges, Cartridge Recycling, Toys, Craft Items,
Activity Sets, Colouring Books, Puzzle Books, Paints,
Party Bag Fillers, Helium Balloons and more..
COME AND HAVE A BROWSE.

when times are lean. Mine are pure self-indul-
gence and [ make no apology for that. But they
might just make the place a bit brighter and
more cheerful. So here goes... 1. Share and
enjoy whatever food is in the house. 2. Sing
(Emily Carr, the Canadian artist used to sing
to her canvases as she painted them!) 3. Write
real letters to friends 4. Develop the art of con-
versation. Talk to people and find out what
they think. 4. Feed life with beauty — put flow-
ers in the window 5. Fight boredom. Learn
something difficult 6. Keep the hearth warm
and welcome people in 7. Make gloomy peo-
ple laugh 8. 9. Cultivate the art of ‘small is
beautiful’. Children know this and their world
is full of wonder. 10. Keep close to Mother
Nature 11. Never say die!! etc. etc. What else?
What would it take to turn our ‘worst of times’
into ‘the best of times’? In ‘Doctor Zhivago’,
Yuri’s father-in-law prophetically says to him
that the freezing penury of peasant life with
his family might prove the happiest time of his
life. The Victorian philosopher J.S. Mill fa-
mously asked the question: which would you
rather be, unhappy Socrates, or a happy pig?
Is it better to face uncomfortable truths or bury
one’s nose in acorns? For him there was only
one noble choice, but he made two question-

able assumptions: first, that a philosopher can-
not have the imagination to fill life with con-
solations while facing the worst, and secondly,
and perhaps more regrettably, that pigs cannot
think or dream. Both notions, I think, are pos-
sible and desirable. Sarah Bernhardt, the great
French actress, and another champion against
adversity, made herself two resolutions: ‘to be
a legend while I am alive, and not to be dead
before I die.” I am sure our piggy would ap-
prove. I have tried to make him famous.
Happy New Year! Rosemary

SUSSEX SEWING CLUB This is a friendly

sewing group for adults that like to meet up &

spend a day sewing!

Please note - this is not a sewing school/taught

session. Just come and sew with friends.

We meet at Westmeston Parish Hall, Lewes

Road, Westmeston BN6 8RL from 10 am to 4

pm.

Dates for 2023: 21st January, 11th Febru-

ary, 11th March, 8th April, 10th June, 8th

July, 9th September, 14th October, 11th

November.

For more information & booking details

email: sussexsewingclub@gmail.com

Follow us on Instagram: @sussexsewingclub.
Dianne Bowles

JOHN RUSSELL

Car Body Work « MOT Welding
Valeting e Competitive Prices
07971 276126

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION

Mr Chris Waite ssc ¢1ons) ors » Qualified Maths Teacher
Key Stage 3 o GCSE « IBACC + ASLevel
Further Maths GCSE/A Level « Home Schooling Specialist
07752 186678 Hassocks Based




‘U, PLUMBER <j|| The Foot Nurse

For all your plumbing needs . Marie loannou MAFHP

. A & CARING FOR YOUR FEET
No Job too small - Over 20 years experience ‘% Mobile appointments £28

HOVE CHARITY’S BOOST FROM HASSOCKS BUSINESS

A women’s centre in Hove
has received a generous
donation from a Hassocks
nursey as it prepares to re-
open. The Gateway Centre,
run by Off the Fence char-
ity, took delivery of much-
needed plants and
horticultural sundries from
@ South Downs Garden Cen-
i tre.
. “We were delighted to
_ make this donation having
been approached by the
charity”, said Rebecca
| Houghton-Knapp from the
= family-run business.
" Rebecca Houghton-Knapp

Plant supervisor Jason Anderson and plant advisor Hazel Still-
with a selection of items donated to the Gateway Women's Centre.

STATION GARAGE

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED *
* BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check
* WELDING * BODYWORK *
* FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS *

* M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels) *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS
Tel: 01273-844256 & 845225




HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES

specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING
FOR 20 YEARS
Regular maintenance or one off cuts
All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting Turfing ¢ Fully Insured
NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
9.00am - 5.30pm
Contact us on

HASSOCKS

EYECARE

CENTRE Email: recgp]ozn(ggsgigbygebﬂ;g.co.uk
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING

24hour Call Out  *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer

*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed o

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing
T: 01444 239898 M: 07796 263710 305205

We thank Don McBeth for emailing us: He
confirmed that the photo from Diana featured
in the November edition is of Lodge Hill Cot-
tage at the junction of Lodge Hill and Bod-
dingtons Lane in Ditchling.

STAR CINEMA January’s film at the Adastra
Hall is Mrs Harris goes to Paris on Friday
20th January is the gentle romanticised true
story of a widowed cleaning lady who falls in
love with a couture Dior dress, and her subse-
quent adventure in Paris in the 1950s. Doors will
open at 7 and the film starts at 7.30 pm. Tea, cof-
fee and the usual popular raffle. Tickets on the
door (cash only please). The Star team look for-
ward to welcoming you. Liz Edmunds

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP meets
at Guide HQ, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint on
4th January at 2 pm.

‘Sussex Cheese Tasting’ Visitors Welcome.

On 1st February ‘Oklahoma to Phantom of the
Opera - The Modern Musical’ with Ian Gledhill
For more information contact me on 01273
649023 or Dianne on 01273 835284.

Ann

SOUTH EAST TOAD SUMMIT Toad Pa-
trollers and anyone interested in our native toads
are all invited to attend this free event. It is an
opportunity to get together, share ideas and learn
more about how best to conserve toads.
Saturday 28th January from 1.45 to 4.30 pm at
Adastra Hall, Hassocks. To find out more and
get your tickets visit
www.toadsummit2023.eventbrite.co.uk.
Jennifer

VisitEngland

Swallowfield Cottages z

Self-catering holiday cottages

in the Keymer Conservation Area
www.swallowfieldcottages.co.uk
or call 07751 579720 for details

* % Kk ok
SELF CATERING

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate
Small Jobs very much welcomed * Trade/Domestic
| specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,
concreting and chimney repairs.

Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288
dphoare@hotmail.co.uk




~~~ WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY ~~~

Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes and/or events to
PUBLISH FREE in this section.

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.
For more information call 01273 846978.

~~~WEEKLY MEETINGS~~~
1ST HURSTPIERPOINT GIRLS’ BRIGADE,
Methodist Church Hall, Hurstpierpoint, Wednes-
days term time. Age 4 to Sch Year 3 5.15 pm.
Years 4 to age 18 6.30 pm. Margaret Taylor
01273 832286.
BBT (Bumps, Babies and Toddlers) St Francis
Church, Priory Road, Hassocks. Thursdays 1 to
2.30 pm. A group for play and chat.
HASSOCKS FOOD BANK, Powell House (next to
United Reformed Church), Hassocks. 10 am to 12
noon. Monday and Fridays.
HUG IN A MUG St Cosmas and St Damian Church,
Keymer. Monday 10.30 am (excl. Aug 29th)
HUG IN A MUG St Johns Church, Clayton. Tues-
days 10.30 am.
KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB 1st, 3rd & 5th Mon-
days URC Church Hall, Hassocks 7.30 pm - 9.30
pm.
You dont need a partner - just come along.
www.keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk.
THE BEACON PARISH St Margarets Church
Ditchling, 10 am. Morning Praise & Holy Commun-
ion - 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Sunday. Wednes-
days@10am Holy Communion each week.
TOAST CLUB Powell House (next to United Re-
formed Church) Hassocks. Mondays (term time
only) 3 to 5 pm. for School Years 7 to 11. Pool,
table football, uno, Wii Console and toast.
THE BEACON PARISH St Margarets Church,
Ditchling, Wednesdays 10 am. Holy Communion.
UKRAINIAN FAMILIES COFFEE MORNING Guide
Hut, Hurstpierpoint. Thursdays 10.45 am - 12.45
pm followed by English lessons at 1 pm
YOUTH GROUP St Francis Church, Priory Road.
Thursday 5 pm - 6.30 pm School Years 4 to 6. 7
pm - 8.30 pm School Years 7 to 13. (Term time
only). Lead activities and free time - pool, table
football, board games etc.

~~~EVENTS~~~

1st Jan - 7th Jan HURSTPIERPOINT PLAYERS
Players Theatre, Hurstpierpoint various perform-
ances. Panto time ‘Treasure Island’ Tickets
www.hurstplayers.co.uk.
3rd DITCHLING DOWNS WI Ditchling Village Hall
7 pm. The History of the Picture House - Kevin

Markwick.

4th HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL CLUB Guide HQ,
Trinity Rd, Hurstpierpoint 2 pm. Sussex Cheese
Tasting. Visitors welcome.

4th THE BEACON PARISH St Margarets Church,
Ditchling 6 pm. Sing! Learn new songs and revisit
old. All welcome.

4th BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.
5th MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Court Bushes
Community Centre, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint 2
pm - 4 pm. Know Dementia, Education, Advice &
Support. To book call 01273 494300.

8th HASSOCKS PHILOSOPHICAL FORUM Purple
Carrot Cafe, Hassocks 2 pm. All welcome.

9th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Discovering Dewponds - Am-
phibian & Reptile ID & Habitats’ Jennifer Hooper
9th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 2 pm.
Craft Club. All welcome.

10TH LUNCHTIME JAZZ AT THE HASSOCKS
Hassocks Hotel, doors open 11.45 am for 12 pm.A
set Lunch included in the entrance fee. Call 01444
235986 to book.

10th HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SO-
CIETY Hurstpierpoint Village Centre, 7.45 pm.
‘Hurst Meadows - how it is being managed, what
has happened so far & what is planned’ Georgina
Judd. All welcome.

12th DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Ditchling Village
Hall 7.30 pm. Film - Belfast.

13th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm.
www.msars.org.uk. ‘On Air Evening’

16th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7.30
pm. Thinking Differently:Autism & ADHD Women
& Girls’ plus Knit and Natter along with Resolu-
tions. Visitors welcome.

17th HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILD Age
Concern Hassocks 2 pm. ‘Bring & Buy Sale’. Visi-
tors welcome.

17th DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION Ditch-
ling Village Hall 9.45 - 11 am. Coffee morning
hosted by Ditchling Museum. All welcome.



~“ DAVE NEWLYN -

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& TILER

Friendly Service
Over 30 years experience

Tel 01273 846648

Free Estimates

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds /

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES

Handyman available for :

Electrical & Small Building Repairs
Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience * Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment
Call01273 831237

or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

18th BRAIN WAVES CHOIR Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 11 am. For people of all ages with any neu-
rological condition. Book a place 01273 494300.
18th HASSOCKS TREFOIL GUILD Guide Hall,
Semley Road, Hassocks, 7.45 pm. Visitors wel-
come.

19th MEMORY MOMENTS CAFE Adastra Hall,
Hassocks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. Know Dementia,
Education, Advice & Support. To book call 01273
494300.

20th STAR CINEMA Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7 pm.
Film - Mrs Harris Goes to Paris... Tickets on the
door.

20th BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION Hassocks
Pub, Station Approach East. Quiz night run by Izzy
Dewdney in memory of her Dad Nigel. Teams of
8. See article.

20th HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A
Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm. ‘The Art of the Gold-
smith’ Anton Pruden. All welcome.

21st SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Westmeston Parish
Hall 10 am - 4 pm. Like minded makers spend the
day doing a hobby they love. To book sus-
sexsewingclub@gmail.com.

22nd MESSY CHURCH URC Church 9.30 am.
Meet for breakfast and crafts with a story.

23rd HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘History of Gardens in South
East England’ Frances Farrer-Brown.

23rd CAMEO Keymer Church Hall 2 pm - 4 pm.
Come and enjoy an enjoyable afternoon over a cup
of tea.

27th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide Hall, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint 8 pm ‘Halfway to the Stars - The
Cable Cars of San Francisco’ lan Gledhill. Visitors
welcome.

27th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Millfield Suite, Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm.

www.msars.org.uk. ‘Talk by Mark Baldwin on
Enigma’

28th HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET Age Concern
Car Park, 9 am - 1 pm. Local produce, bread,
honey, cheese, wine, veg etc.

28th REPAIR CAFE Age Concern Centre, Has-
socks, 10 am - 1 pm. Bring items for repair book
your slot call 01273 040110 or www.hkdtransi-
tion.org.uk.

28th SOUTH EAST TOAD SUMMIT Adastra Hall,
Hassocks. 1.45 pm. Get together, share ideas &
learn more about how to conserve toads. To book
this free event
www.toadsummit2023.eventbrite.co.uk.

29th ST MARGARETS PRIMARY SCHOOL Ditch-
ling, 10 am. Morning Praise and Holy Communion.

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ram-
blers' group for the Mid Sussex area we offer
a varied programme of walks throughout the
year to suit all ages and abilities. Our walks
programme is available on our website:
www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along with
information about the group.

Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and week-
ends throughout the year and vary in length
from 4-12 miles. During the summer there
are short walks on Wednesday evenings, trial
walks and leisurely nature walks.

New and experienced walkers are both very
welcome and if you would like to try one of
our walks please get in touch via the Contact
Form on our website, email
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone our
Secretary and Publicity Officer, Sue Bland-
ford, on 01403 255654.




HALLS FOR HIRE

The Players Theatre, Hurstpierpoint- A
meeting room for up to 10 people. If you
need a larger space, the auditorium is avail-
able too. Please contact Pippa Sampson on
01273 833397 for further details or e-mail:
enquiries@hurst-players.org.uk

Albourne Village Church - ring 07513
453679 or book online at www.al-
bourneparishcouncil.co.uk for your business
or pleasure bookings, some space is available
for regular bookings.

Sayers Common Village Church Hall - ring
Judy Miller on 01273 834640. Space avail-
able for regular clubs/bookings.

Sayers Common Village Hall - call Agatha
Winters on 01273 833377 for bookings.
Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church and
Hall - in Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint
bookings can be made through Margaret Tay-
lor on 01273 832286.

Hurst Scout H.Q. - has a hall and kitchen as
well as a smaller meeting room. Ideal for par-
ties, classes or meetings. Ring Heather Hush
on 01273 831023 email: bookings@hurst-
pierpointscouts.co.uk. Please Note: 1st
Hurst Scouts have a website for hall bookings
where users can view the diary, check prices
and download the booking forms —
https://www.hurstpierpointscouts.co.uk/hg-
bookings

Hurstpierpoint Village Centre - has three
spaces for hire, a hall that seats up to 200, a
conference room for up to 20 and the Club

POINT APPLIANCE CARE

Specialist in:

-
"%

HOTPOINT, CREDA
& INDESIT S
- MOST MAKES OF ——
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES
REPAIRED

RICHARD WARNER
01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

Suite for up to 40. The Club Suite is ideal for
children's parties, offering its own kitchen
and toilet facilities. The kitchen serving both
the hall and conference room is also free of
charge.  Email  office@hurstpierpoint-
pc.gov.uk or www.hurstvillagecentre.org
Hurstpierpoint Guide HQ - Kitchen and
carpeted hall and lovely enclosed garden call
Judy Leech on 01273 833954.

Adastra Hall, Hassocks has 3 rooms for hire,
the main hall holds 240 seated (including per-
formers and helpers). Weddings it seats 130,
price includes the kitchen, stage, chairs, tables
and everyday crockery and cutlery. There is a
green room which is smaller and has a separate
entrance, lavatory and kitchen, there is also a
committee room which is ideal for meetings
and also has use of the kitchen.

Bookings 07764 531246 or email adastrabook-
ings@outlook.com

Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow
Way, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9TH

This building has a large function room and
club lounge. For booking enquiries, please
contact the Parish Council office on 01273
833264, email: office@hurstpierpoint-
pc.gov.uk or visit www.hurstpierpoint-
pc.gov.uk

Design

Supply
Installation

01273
831802

enquiries@
jamiestaffordbathrooms
.co.uk
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Wellostey

Introducing
Giles Turner.
Your local financial planner.

I am a Chartered Financial Planner with over 15
years’ experience. | work with people like you to
help them secure their financial future by putting
the right plans in place today.

| love being a part of Hassocks Village, and feel
lucky to be able to watch my children grow up
within this inspiring community.

| can help you with all aspects of financial planning
including investments, pensions, Inheritance Tax
planning, and long-term care. It is the creation

of the financial plan that is key to delivering your
desired outcomes.

Please contact me if you are looking for guidance on planning for your financial
future.

“The success we have in the future is

built on the plans we make today.”

Giles Turner APFS Chartered Financial Planner
PRINCIPAL PARTNER PRACTICE OF

Wellesley House, 50 Victoria Road, Burgess Hill, %:qﬁ‘\
West Sussex, RHI.5 9LH . ST JAMES'S SLAGE
01273 025946 | giles.turner@sjpp.co.uk | wellesleywa.co.uk WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Wellesley is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth
management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products.
The ‘St. James's Place Partnership’ and the title ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place
representatives. Wellesley is a trading name of Wellesley Investment Management Limited, registered in England & Wales
No. 6530147. Registered Office: 44 The Pantiles, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5TN.
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GARDEN ROOMS

STEVE’S BACK PAGE qOSSIP

Just to keep you in the loop Hassocks Village Market will be moving to the Age Concern Car Park probably early next year. The site
notices were put up early in December to see if anyone had any objections to the relocation. | can’t see that anyone would but who
knows these days.
If there’s anyone out there thinking of becoming self-employed in the New Year then you may be interested in the Adastra Deli and
Coffee shop which has just come on the market. It’s online if you are interested — you could do worse it always seems busy and you
can add some ideas of your own, put your own personality in to it.
I did hear a news programme on the radio which said over 400 new coffee establishments had opened since the end of the COVID
lockdown, also hairdressers were on the increase but retail outlets were steadily closing down. It was sad to see that Gibsons the
Greengrocers in Hurstpierpoint has closed down, he’s been there for as long as | can remember and had a really good reputation for
providing quality fruit and veg. Trouble is people have become predominately lazy in their shopping habits, they either have it delivered
or pre-order it from the supermarket and pick it up with all their other shopping. If you don’t want to lose these specialist retailers
you have got to try and use them. More importantly after Mr Gibson announced he was closing down he had his busiest week for
18 months which was to little to late — but he can now enjoy his retirement and go fishing as much as he likes while the rest of
Hurstpierpoint can ponder their loss and wonder what will take over the now empty premises.
I think this is a good time of the year to wish a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to one of Britains oldest paper boys —
Reg from McColls who has just reached 80 years old. Every morning without fail rain or shine he is out on his bike with the cart on
the back delivering papers all over Hassocks. A familiar sight if you are up early in the morning, I'm sure all his customers will take
time to say Thank You very much to Reg.
It's funny isn’t it the things that as you get older suddenly cross your mind, when I'm dead and gone | wonder what I'll be remembered
for, Toucan, Foxes, Cats or other? As | am still here and our wildlife needs all the help it can get at the moment. Just the other very
cold night | was out feeding the local foxes, the ones | see and that’s a lot are looking really healthy which is encouraging. As | walked
down this lane | happened to glance into the window of one of the houses, as you do, | saw an elderly gentleman sitting in his armchair
watching television, he was wearing an old grey overcoat with a woolly hat and gloves with a blanket over his legs. It makes you stop
and think that we are almost in 2023 but this particular gentleman obviously was worried about turning his heating on. | couldn’t
help thinking it was more like a scene out of Victorian Britain and something that’s going on in another country effects people like
him that badly and sadly nothing is going to change for some time yet. To be honest I'm sitting in the back office of my shop writing
this and freezing my **** off because | too am aware of the cost of energy and don’t want to run up huge bills. I'm more concerned
about keeping the animals warm especially Smokey the parrot if these types of parrot get chilly they can go downhill very quickly —
| can wrap up against the cold, she can’t.
That’s it take care, don’t do anything silly you don’t want to end up in A & E you may be sitting around for a while.

Happy New Year - Steve

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392
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