
Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical  

Work Undertaken   
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

 Local Resident 
Contact Ben Watson on  

01273 845960   

All Plumbing & Heating  
Works Undertaken 

596096

Boilers Installed, Serviced & Repaired 
Energy Efficient Solutions for your Home 

Local Resident • Fully Insured

    07971 549939
call Stuart on 07738 679167 
   or Adam on 07983 693089 admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SON 
QUALIFIED BUILDERS 

 07514 011782 •  07715 000883  

Est since  
1976

Burgess Hill/ 
Hassocks Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

  • Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying? 

• Is your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs 

• Is your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing? 

•Are your GUTTERS Leaking? 

We have been trading locally since 1976 

Please call us if you require a FREE estimate 

 
Hassocks, Ditchling, Hurstpierpoint & surrounding villages 
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 RRA u t o c a r eA u t o c a r e  
GARAGE SERGARAGE SERVICES VICES 

ecu remapping - diagnostics - servicing - repairs

• All Makes Serviced • MOT’s from £40 • Diagnostic’s • All Makes Serviced • MOT’s from £40 • Diagnostic’s   
• Winter Health Checks • Air Conditioning  • Repairs • Winter Health Checks • Air Conditioning  • Repairs   
• ECU Remapping • Brakes • Exhausts • Suspension • ECU Remapping • Brakes • Exhausts • Suspension   

• Tyres • Computerised Wheel Alignment• Tyres • Computerised Wheel Alignment  
 

Call 01444 846321  Email rrautocareltd@gmail.com Call 01444 846321  Email rrautocareltd@gmail.com   
or book online @ rrautocare.co.ukor book online @ rrautocare.co.uk

Free Collection & Delivery Service from the Hassocks areaFree Collection & Delivery Service from the Hassocks area

 

Transfororm yourour housouse…… 
……ininTo o yourour drdreameam homome  

 
T: 01444 831818  E: info@bcbuildings.co.uk 
See more projects at: www.bcbuildings.co.uk 

Extensions | Loft conversions | Renovations | Garage conversions Front porches | Landscaping and patios | Driveways 

BC Building & Roofing Ltd • All your building solutions 

Thinking of making improvements?  
As skilled and local builders we can work 
safely, respecting your house and turning 

ideas into reality to answer all your building 
questions please give us a call .   



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

We thank Diana Nason for the following photo and letter:-   I don’t know the date – but clearly it is 
old, around the 1940’s?   The picture was signed on the back by an ‘A Westaway’, I looked up the 
name and the only one living around 1939 was from Wivelsfield Green at Parkview, working as a  

Butler/Valet.  So possibly the same person that signed the photo?  
Perhaps someone could identify him or even the gentleman standing in the picture?  

Please email into the Talk About at ed@villagemagazines.co.uk. 

Also Suitable for:  

Retirement Home Clothing,  

Hospital Stays, Uniforms,  

Workwear, Sportswear.

Available to order from: QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273 846978  

Iron On or Sew On  
NAME TAPES 

For your childrens’ school clothes 



P.R. ROOFING LTD 
(Established 1989)         

 

01273 843576 or 07710 947646  

 • GRP Fibre Glass Roofs 
 • Flat Roofs 
 • EPDM Rubber Roofs 
 • Chimney Repairs & Pointing 
 • Tiling, Slating 
 • Moss Removal 
 • uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering 

emma@thegardenroomshassocks.co.uk

Counselling at The Garden Rooms 
A safe therapeutic offering in Hassocks, where you can  

explore difficult feelings without judgement 

 Contact Emma 07866 682691

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Jazz etc presents  

ANEESA CHAUDHRY + K2 QuiNTET 
DITCHLING VILLAGE HALL 

Friday 5 December 8pm (doors 7:30pm) 
Aneesa brings her legendary vocal energy                     

to Ditchling for our Christmas Special,  
singing jazz, blues and Asian fusion,  
backed by the K2 Quintet featuring 
 the saxophone of Angèle Veltmeijer 

Bar snacks and a selection of wines/beers available 
Tickets £15 from Ditchling Post Office  

or online at jazzetc.co.uk (£20 on the door) 
Numbers strictly limited  

booking in advance strongly recommended  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DAVE EVANS – We were very sad to hear the 
passing of Dave.  He was a regular contributor to 
this magazine and had so many photos and stories 
and knew a lot about Hurstpierpoint and the sur-
rounding villages and the people that lived there 
too.  We will miss your regular visits to the shop.   

Jo and the QD Team. 

1ST HASSOCKS SCOUT GROUP - CHRIST-
MAS POST DELIVERY SERVICE  The scouts 
are happy to offer a delivery service for local 
Christmas cards again this year.  
For nearly half the price of a second class stamp, 
the scouts will deliver your cards in Hassocks over 
two weekends in December, to raise funds for the 
1st Hassocks Scout group.  
There will be 5 Collection boxes located at: QD 
Stationery, Marchants Estate Agents, Age Concern, 
Hassocks Hardware and Orion News.  
Please bring along the correct amount of 50p per 
card, as the locations cannot provide change. 
The boxes will go into the shops from the 1st De-
cember service with the last collection at 4 pm on 
Friday 13th December so cards can be delivered 
in time.                                                             Fiz 
 
A MAGICAL EVENING OF MUSIC IN SUP-
PORT OF ST PETER AND ST JAMES HOS-
PICE  This concert will take place at Danny 
House, New Way Lane, Hurstpierpoint on Saturday 
6th December and will feature Mike and Reina 
Reinstein, Ian Roland, Lou Beckerman and Hector 
and Gavan. Doors open at 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start. 
Tickets from www.ticketsource.com/dannyhouse.    

Mike Reinstein  
THE NSPCC HURSTPIERPOINT COMMIT-
TEE are holding their annual Quiz night on Satur-
day 22nd November in the Hurstpierpoint Bowls 
Club, South Avenue, Hurstpierpoint. 
It’s 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start. Teams of 4 to 6 peo-
ple. The price includes a fish and chip supper.  
Tickets from Charlotte Grace, 40 High Street. 
Hurst. BN6 9RG. 07507 277689. Cash only.  Raffle 
and licenced bar.  
Looking forward to seeing you there.   

Jonet Marshall 



HOLLINGUM ELECTRICAL LTD 
  

Local, Friendly, Efficient 
No Job too small 

Now Installing EV Chargers 
Call for a free quote 

 

Telephone Josh on 07818 017917 
        joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk 
        www.hollingumelectrical.co.uk

 

Emma Delia 
Mobile Hair  

Fully qualified stylist in  
Mens, Ladies & Children 

 

OAP Discount • Affordable Prices 
In the convenience of your own home 

 

Call 07769 746944

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH  If you go into the for-
est this autumn, you’d better take a tin hat, for, after long 
months of summer sunshine, this has turned out to be a 
‘mast’ year. Acorns are in abundance, so much so that the 
weight of them has ripped some boughs from the trees at 
Stoneywish, and a gentle hail of nuts patters down with 
every breeze. They lie like shingle on the woodland floor, 
crunching underfoot. From the treetops they fall with the 
force of slingshot, which adds a piquant dash of danger 
to a walk.  
In autumn, it seems, everything is falling. Apples, apples 
everywhere, beechnuts, conkers, chestnuts, the first 
leaves whirling down. As sap returns to the earth, the en-
gorged roots of plants become winter storehouses of 
summer’s wealth. The medicinal roots of herbs are at 
their most potent. Seeds work their way down into the 
earth and the rot of spent vegetation lays down a blanket 
to protect them from the cold to come. 
In the old Celtic calendar this autumn equinoctial time 
was the beginning of the year – the start of preparation 
for the spring – a mysterious time of ending and renewal. 
In England’s past, this would have been the great fatten-
ing time for hogs, feasting on acorns and windfalls; a 
time for human feasting too at Michaelmas celebrations, 
and a time for laying down winter stores, when the cider-
press and the still-room were busy. Autumn bonfires 
cleared and purified the land and there were the comforts 

of the fireside to look forward to at home: buttered crum-
pets and roasted chestnuts and hot water bottles and vests 
and goosefat to ward off winter chills! All things mostly 
gone and forgotten now. And just as well, I hear you say. 
Good riddance to chilblains and damp and draughts 
under the door!  
We live a cleaner, drier, more comfortable life. We have 
electric candles and there is neither need nor desire in our 
age for pantries stacked with jams and pickles, sides of 
bacon up the chimney and apples in the attic. But as we 
drift slowly away from our ancestral roots, autumn can 
feel like a neglected season, a stop-gap, sandwiched be-
tween the twin escapes of holiday breaks and Christmas 
frenzy, with Hallowe’en, a modern orgy of plastic, to dis-
tract us along the way. Nevertheless, there is much to be 
said for resisting the rush and savouring this season.  
Beyond providing us with picture postcards, autumn has 
much to say to us still about our planet home and the cy-
cles it weaves about us. We may have abandoned the cus-
toms of playing conkers and apple-bobbing (too 
dangerous), and our Harvest Festivals may consist of tins 
only (nothing perishable), yet we are still drawn to the 
shapes of primordial things. If our fascination with the 
stars must now make do with fairy lights, and our pump-
kins and autumn leaves are made, like as not, from recy-
cled milk-bottles, we still hold the image of the real 
things in our minds. A thread remains which can lead us 
back to the world we have all but lost. And that thread 
can restore richness and meaning to things which, in their 
synthetic form, seem empty and without purpose.  
In the days when a Hallowe’en lantern was made from a 
real turnip, country people knew that this was one of the 
many turnips which lay heaped up in the barn to feed 
their cattle. The lanterns warded off ghouls and spirits 
with their grimaces at All Hallows, while the roots of 
which they were made, kept famine and death at bay on 
the farm. The worlds of the living and the dead briefly 
reached out to touch one another, then drew back. Tom-
foolery embodied a subtle metaphor: beyond fear, lay a 
promise of life. In a similar way, a return to the living re-
ality which surrounds us might provide the antidote to 
much modern ennui and anxiety. Living things are un-
predictable, impermanent, messy and challenging, but 



FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE  
CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES 

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,  
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience 
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms 

0771 362 3949 
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery  

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Wildlife Gardens 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways  

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister BSc MPhil 

01273 447400 
07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

they give out energy, transform energy, transport us, ex-
hilarate us in ways no artificial substitute can do. If oak 
trees still fed our pigs, timbered our ships and our houses, 
warmed us in winter, supplied the blacksmith with iron, 
the scribe with ink, the tanner with tannin, the herbalist 
with medicinal bark; gave our flocks shade in summer 
and nourished us with myths and legends, imagine how 
these connections would enrich a forest walk. If we knew 
that the oak, as a magnet for lightning, was in many cul-
tures dedicated to the most powerful of the gods, the god 
of thunder, and was a source of divination; if we knew 
that the oak ruled the season from Midwinter to Midsum-
mer, and yielded his crown to the holly from summer to 
winter; even if we had tasted acorn coffee, or oak leaf 
wine, or could remember setting out oak cupules as fairy 
cups in our childhood games, how much further would 
each step be enriched. This was the world of vital con-
sciousness that was the birthright of our forebears. And 
each tree and flower and fruit held a similar wealth of as-
sociations. Had Newton sat under an oak tree and been 
hit on the head by an acorn, would he have formulated 
his theory of gravity in the same way? Who knows what 
revelation might have come to him. Perhaps it is better 
not to have a tin helmet.  
Let’s take the risk! Get out and walk into autumn and re-
claim the magic which Nature offers us with such bounty. 
Let’s start venerating our green Earth again. To the An-

cient Greeks, the Celts, the Vikings, Druids, Slavs and 
Baltic nations, the oak tree was king of the forest and pro-
vided a mythical doorway to other worlds. Its acorns 
were a symbolic source of greatness, of strength and 
courage. Love too. ... In ancient times merely carrying 
an acorn in one’s pocket was believed to preserve youth 
and bring health, luck and long life. A forest walk might 
begin with just one acorn. Where will it take you? And 
when you return, well then you will have earned your 
crumpets by the fire!                                       Rosemary 
 
BEFRIENDED in November. We start the month 
with our afternoon tea at St Andrews Church in 
Burgess Hill at 3 pm on Sunday 2nd November, 
where Choir&Ko will be there to entertain you.  
Our regular program of Cafe Neuro, Community 
Choir and Befriended Balance continues throughout 
November.  
On Thursday 6th November you’re welcome to join 
us for our newest activity in Hurstpierpoint, Be-
friended Board Games: an afternoon of games, giggles 
and good company on the first Thursday of every 
month 2.30 to 4.30 pm.  
We will be celebrating the official launch of Cafe 
Neuro at 10.30 am to 12 pm on Monday 10th Novem-
ber at The Salvation Army Hall in Burgess Hill. This 
drop in cafe for carers and those they care for with de-
mentia or recovering from stroke, offers you activities, 
advice, a listening ear and plenty of tea and cake.  
You’re also invited to come to our Hurstpierpoint af-
ternoon tea party at 3 pm on Sunday 16th November 
at the Court Bushes Community Hub off Willow Way 
in Hurstpierpoint. 
Finally, if you’re concerned about Christmas because 
you don’t want to spend the day on your own, don’t 
worry, Befriended will be hosting a Community 
Christmas lunch on Christmas Day at the Village Cen-
tre in Hurstpierpoint.  
For more details of any of our activities please see our 
website or contact us on 0300 772 7703 or      of-
fice@befriended.org, or you can speak to the social 
prescriber at your GP surgery.                         Susan 



 
 

 
  

QD STATIONERY 
 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

 Tel: 01273 846978 www.qdstationery.co.uk 

Games, Toys, Crackers,  
Tinsel, Decorations,  
Christmas Balloons, 
Diaries, Calendars,  

Year Planners  
and much more......

IT’S CHRISTMAS! 
Christmas Cards,  

Gift Tags, Gift Bags, 
Christmas Wrap,  

Santa Hats, Stockings,  
Stocking Fillers,  

Christmas Crafts, 
Reindeer Food



 

Mid Sussex Flooring 
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate  
We are a family run mobile flooring retailer 

 with over 20 years experience.  
Offering a range of all types of flooring 

 brought to you at your own home or business.  
For a Free Quote or Advice Call 
01273 844739 or 07970 636160  

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk  
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk 

STATION GARAGE  Hassocks  01273 844256 

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB 
A local business supporting the local community

DANNY FAMILY BONFIRE & FIREWORKS 
RETURNS FOR ITS 28TH EVENING on Sun-
day 2nd November.  
It will be celebrated with a spectacular display of 
fireworks from our firework maestros – Aurora. 
Please note the times below. 
Families are again welcome to share the event to 
be held in Danny Park, New Way Lane, Hurstpier-
point.  The event is organised by Hurstpierpoint 
Gymnastics Club with assistance from Oldland 
Mill Trust and Friends of Hassocks Infant School. 
They and Albourne, Birchwood Grove, London 
Meed, St. Lawrence and Southway Schools will 
benefit from your support. 
The Hassocks will be running their ever popular 
BBQ, so come and enjoy the evening. 
In the event of bad weather please check  
www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk  for the up-to-date 
news on postponement. 
Take a ‘Guy’  to the Best Guy Competition before 
ten past five and one child will be given free ad-
mission. 
For safety reasons -  No private fireworks or 
sparklers etc.  
Sorry but no parking - Limited parking will be 
available for Blue Badge holders – please allow 
extra time. 
Food available on site. 
4.30 pm  Gates open.  5.10 pm Best Guy Competi-
tion Judging.  Approx 5.30 pm Fireworks Display.  
Approx 5.50 pm Bonfire lit with all the Guys and 
the Best Guy on top . 

Tickets prices: Best value is a family ticket which 
will admit two adults and up to three children. 
Under threes are free. 20% of ticket income bought 
online will be donated to the group you choose to 
support. Single tickets for adults or children are 
available too.  
Tickets will be available from dannybonfire.co.uk 
where you can choose which organisation to sup-
port.  Children Under 3 or with a Guy are free (one 
Guy gives admittance to one child) 
Tickets will also be available from Pierpoint Pets 
in Hurstpierpoint and from QD Stationery in Has-
socks.                                                Andrew Hair 
 
THE GROWING NETWORK  We are a freely-
giving community network that supports local peo-
ple to grow and share food, with no one left out. 
This month we will be hosting the lovely volun-
teers from a Touch of Gentleness, who will be of-
fering free hand massages.  
We meet each month over a cup of tea to share 
seeds, seedlings and extra produce along with gar-
dening tips and friendship. We’d love to meet you 
whether you’re a veteran gardener or would-be 
grower of vegetables and if you’d like to find oth-
ers to help you get started on your gardening jour-
ney. You don’t even need to have your own garden, 
as there are some of us that like to collaborate by 
growing with others. Come along and see what 
we’re up to and help yourself to the 
seedlings, seeds and produce on offer. 
Saturday 8th November 10.30 am to 12 pm at 
Friends Meeting House, East Gardens, 
Ditchling BN6 8ST. 
This is the Quaker Meeting House (not to be con-
fused with the Old Meeting House in the Twitten). 
Feel free to bring apples or anything else from the 
garden that you are happy to contribute. Or just 
bring yourself!  Catherine, Imke & Julie 
 
DITCHLING CHRISTMAS MARKET at the 
Ditchling Village Hall on 7th December between 
midday and 5pm. In aid of the St Peter and St 
James Hospice.                                            Marija 



YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT LOCKSMITH 
Faulty Door or Windows Locks? Broken or Lost Keys? Locked Out?

• Commercial & Domestic • Free Security Surveys • Master Key Systems 
• Locks Supplied & Fitted • UPVC Door Specialist 

Tel : 01273 068 086 • Mobile : 07538 521 210 
   Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk •www.snsecurity.co.uk

• DBS Checked  • Over 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

PLASTERING 
L. BARNES 

CEILINGS  •  WALLS  •  FLOORS 
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally • Hassocks Resident 

Phone 07812 841032

JON BARKER 
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios 

Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance 
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting 

Assembly of Sheds & their Bases 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming  

Tree Felling • Planting etc 
No Job too BIG or too small 

Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured 
07815 663825

ALISON BENNETT MP: HAVING CONVER-
SATIONS THAT MATTER IN MID SUSSEX  I 
can say with some certainty that the most rewarding 
part of being your MP is being able to meet, chat 
to, and learn from residents all over our community, 
people I might never have crossed paths with were 
it not for this role.  
These conversations are often inspiring, sometimes 
challenging, and always grounding. They remind 
me daily why I stood for Parliament in the first 
place: to be a strong, compassionate advocate for 
the people of Mid Sussex.  
One way I do this is through my regular residents’ 
surgeries, which I conduct both online and in-per-
son.  
Following the tragic murders of MPs Jo Cox and 
Sir David Amess, the Parliamentary authorities 
now advise against MPs advertising drop-in surg-
eries, and we are encouraged to offer a pre-booked 
appointment system.  
If you want to talk to me about an issue of concern 
or personal casework, my team will offer you a 
short confidential appointment to discuss this with 
me. I’m joined at each surgery by a member of my 
casework team, who is there to support and take 
notes so that we can agree any next steps and action 
them quickly and effectively. I hold surgeries like 
this across the towns and villages of Mid Sussex 
including Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint.  
My online surgeries are conducted via Zoom, or the 
telephone if you prefer. These are proving very 
popular as they are often easier and more conve-

nient for people with accessibility needs, or whose 
schedules do not align with timings of in-person 
surgeries. These online appointments allow you to 
speak to me directly from your home or work on 
the issues that matter most to you, whether it’s 
housing, local services, the environment, or any-
thing else on your mind.  
If you have a matter that you would like to discuss 
in a surgery appointment, please get in touch email 
alison.bennett.mp@parliament.uk or phone 
01444 224458. My team and I are here to listen, to 
help, and to ensure your voice is heard.   

Clara Howard 
 
HURSTPIERPOINT CHRISTMAS FAIR or-
ganised by Hurstpierpoint Gymnastics Club will be 
held at the Village Centre, Hurstpierpoint on Friday 
28th November from 6 pm to 9 pm and on Satur-
day 29th November from 9.30 am to 1 pm.  
Entry is free and there will be a wide range of stalls 
selling a variety of Christmas gift ideas.  Cards, ad-
vent calendars, craft kits, pottery, knitted crafts, 
jewellery and much more will be available. For fur-
ther information or stall availability, please contact 
hurstchristmasfair@yahoo.com.   Rebecca Hair 



NAYNA 
GRAND OPENING • SATURDAY 1st NOVEMBER • 10.00am - 11.30am 

Goodie Bags for the first 40 customers  
with surprises & discounts on our Japanese Head Spa Treatments   

Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity 
Call us on  07843 835141 or check out naynaheadspa.com 

93 Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6 8QL
H  E  A  D   S  P  A 

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967 

 
 
 
 

A small local company with a brilliant reputation 
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors           
Conservatories & Porches 

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering 

All aspects of building work 
Roofing Kitchens 
Pointing Bathrooms 
Decorating General Maintenance

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks, 01273 
844461 www.achassocks.co.uk.  Facebook – Age 
Concern Hassocks.   
October flew by in a flash… Our members enjoyed 
an early Christmas shopping trip to The Range, and 
we hosted a lively Halloween Quiz Night that suc-
cessfully raised funds for the Centre—thank you 
to everyone who joined in!   
Our dining room has been given a fantastic new 
look over the last few weeks.  Huge thanks to In-
terior Designer Emma Cons, who has been ex-
tremely generous in offering her expertise and time 
for free.  Thank you also to Matthew Legg 
‘Brighton Carpenter’, Matthew Morgan/Adam 
Boroman Decorating and Mid Sussex Flooring.  
Pop in and have a look! 
As we head into November, we’ve got two exciting 
outings planned: Haskins Garden Centre, Snowhill 
and Brighton Greyhound Racing later in the 
month. Give us a ring if you would like to join us. 
 With Christmas just around the corner, we will be 
welcoming Vicki from Avon and JJ Fashions into 
the Centre—perfect for ticking off some early gift 
shopping! 
Mark your calendars—our festive Christmas Fair 

is happening on Saturday, 6th December, from 10 
am to 1 pm. Expect a warm, welcoming atmo-
sphere filled with seasonal cheer, unique handmade 
treasures, and plenty of holiday spirit! If you are 
interested in booking a stall or learning more, give 
us a call. 
We’re now offering a Monday minibus service 
exclusively for Burgess Hill residents, so if you’re 
looking for a friendly place to socialise and enjoy 
a delicious home-cooked three-course meal—we’d 
love to welcome you. 
If you are looking for a new hobby, we’re currently 
looking for new members to join our Art Group – 
Tuesdays, 10.30 am to 12.30 pm and our Canasta 
Group – Thursdays, 1.30 pm to 3.30 
pm.  Interested? Just ring us for more details! 
We look forward to seeing you!         Nina Hawes 
 
DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS MARKET on Saturday 29th 
November 11 am to 2 pm at Downlands School, 
Dale Avenue, Hassocks.  You will find festive food 
and drink, Christmas stalls and games, arts and 
crafts market.  Downlands school choir and orches-
tra will be there too.                                Jo Miles



Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113 

 ‘WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER’  
visit www.thehassocks.co.uk for info & how to book

FRI. 3RD & 24TH OCT. - 5PM FRI. 31ST OCT. - 5PM FRI.10TH OCT. - 5PM

FUNCTION ROOM  
FOR HIRE 

 
Self Contained with Bar * 
Fully Air Conditioned •  

PA System or DJ Available 
 

Seating for up to 90 people  
3 Course Meals  

                                        
Call Chris on 01273 
842113 for details. 

*Terms and conditions apply



R NYE 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 
   01273 841796 
   07968 475125 

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering   
Rendering  

Bricklaying   
Building Work  

 Property Maintenance 

Simon Weller  - 07525 857679  
                           01273 468759 

hassockspaving@hotmail.com 
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

DAVE NEWLYN 
PAINTER, DECORATOR  

& TILER    
Friendly Service  

Over 30 years experience      
 Tel 01273 846648 
                          or 07796 545663 

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES 
Handyman available for :  

 
Electrical & Small Building Repairs 

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,  
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected 

 
35 years experience • Covid precautions taken 

 
To discuss problems & make an appointment 

Call 01273 831237 
or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

Opening Hours 
Monday -  Saturday  

9.00am - 5.30pm 
Contact us on 
01273 843946  

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD 
Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk 

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk 

THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING, 
STREAT & WESTMESTON  Our first service 
of the month on Sunday 2nd November will be one 
of Morning Worship with Holy Communion at St. 
Margaret’s, Ditchling at 10 am. This will include 
a ‘Little Beacons’ activity season for our youngest 
visitors.  
The following Sunday, 9th November, is Remem-
brance Sunday and there will be a 9.30 am service 
of Holy Communion in St. Margaret’s, an Act of 
Remembrance at Ditchling War Memorial starting 
at 10.50 am. and a Remembrance Service in St. 
Margaret’s at 11.15 am.  
An Act of Remembrance will take place at the War 
Memorial in Streat from 10.45 am followed by a 
Service of Morning Prayer in Streat Church 
For more information about the Remembrance 
events in Ditchling, including the parade, please 
see the separate article by the Royal British Le-
gion. 
On Tuesday 11th November, Armistice Day, there 
will be an Act of Remembrance at Ditchling War 
Memorial starting at 10.50 am. 
Our service of Morning Worship with Holy Com-
munion on Sunday 16th November will be held at 

St. Martins, Westmeston at 10 am. 
On Sundays 23rd and 30th November, Morning 
Worship with Holy Communion will be in St. Mar-
garet’s, Ditchling. 
Wednesday @ 10, our mid-week Communion will 
be held each week in St Margaret’s at 10 am. 
This month’s ‘SING!’ our monthly opportunity to 
sing worship songs, old and new, will be on 
Wednesday 5th November. Do join us. 
Everyone is welcome to all our services and events 
but do check our website  
www.beaconparish.co.uk/ for any changes to the 
above.                                           Sherrian Guest  
CRAFT FAIR, HURSTPIERPOINT  If you are 
a crafter and you’re looking for a pitch for Christ-
mas sales, please get in touch with me 
jenny@heberopera.co.uk - we still have a few 
pitches available at the Heber Opera craft fair on 
6th December in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre. 
Pitches will have a table provided. 
For excellent Christmas shopping, put the date in 
your diary: open 10 am to 2 pm with lots of oppor-
tunities for buying unusual, handcrafted gifts, not 
to mention homemade cakes and savouries to eat 
in or take away.                              Jenny Hawkes 



• Removals 
• Storage 
• House Clearances 
• Fully Insured 
• Packaging 
• + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053 
m: 07780 864 817 
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield 
REMOVALS Ltd

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted 
Extensions & Refurbishments 

General Maintenance
Fully Insured  

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772 
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD
Tiling 

Slating 
Lead Work 

Chimney Repointing 
Guttering 

Moss Clearing 
Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate  
or advice 

01273 844946    
 07854 327020

A & S ROOFING
Est 1985

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 2025  The Parish 
of Keymer with Clayton community will meet on 
Sunday 9th November from 1.15 pm when there 
will be a procession and Marching Band leaving 
Adastra Park at 1.30 pm. 
This will continue up through the village arriving 
at the War Memorial at Keymer Church where 
there will be a family friendly short act of worship, 
the act of Remembrance  and the laying of wreaths. 
Hospitality and refreshments at the Greyhound Pub 
Road closures will be in place for Safety and we 
look forward to welcoming as many people as pos-
sible to support this renewed community event out 
on by the Parish Council and the Parish Church. 

Father Alex 
 
STAR CINEMA  The film for on Friday 21st 
November at the Adastra Hall, Hassocks is Bridget 
Jones - Mad About The Boy.  
Doors open at 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start. Wine, tea, 
coffee, raffle are available. Tickets are on the door. 
The Star Team look forward to welcoming you.   

Liz Edmunds

THE GILBERT AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY 
OF SUSSEX presents “A Chatter of Patter”. 
Richard Suart talks about his life and as an inter-
nationally renowned Gilbert & Sullivan patter 
man, complete with musical interludes.   
Sunday 30th November, 2.45 pm at  Adastra 
Hall, Keymer, Hassocks, West Sussex.  Tickets 
include refreshments.  To Book email gandsto-
daysussex@gmail.com.               Pennie Ingram 



 John Evans 

 Plastering Specialist 
 All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering 

 Free quotes •Fully Insured 
  johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279 
07712 898394 

GIRLGUIDING SUSSEX CENTRAL RAIN-
BOWS & BROWNIES ’GO FOR  GOLD’  On 
Sunday 15th September at the South of England 
Showground, Ardingly, Girlguiding Sussex Central 
County held a very special ceremony for its 
younger members who had gained their Rainbow 
or Brownie Gold Award. 
Caroline Hitchcock, Chair of Awards and Wendy 
Colson, County Commissioner welcomed over 40 
Rainbows, Brownies & their invited guests to the 
first such event to be held within the county. It was 
noted that some of the girls had moved up to the 
next section since gaining their award and that there 
were many other Gold award holders within the 
county who  had been unable to attend the event.  
Before the actual presentation the girls were treated 
to a magic show performed by Andy Hiccup.  
After discovering it was possible to tear a 
newspaper into tiny pieces & see it return to its 
original complete sheet by the wave of a hand, 
watch a jug of milk miraculously disappear into a 
cone of paper and many other tricks the 
presentation began. 
To gain a gold award each girl must earn all the 6 
programme theme awards of ‘Know myself’, 
‘Express myself’, ‘Be Well’, ‘Have adventures’, 
‘Take action’ and ‘Skills for my future’. Each is 
achieved by gaining  1 interest badge, completing 
1 stage  and 2 hours (Rainbows) or 3 (Brownies)  
hours of unit meeting activities of each theme. In 
addition, they must complete a final challenge 
The Rainbows and Brownies were each presented 
with a county certificate by Janet Samuel and Lisa 
Barden, Sussex Central’s Vice Presidents who are 
themselves Rainbow & Brownie leaders.   
Wendy concluded the afternoon by  congratulating 
all the recipients, reminding them that ‘Girls Can 
Do Anything.’  She then surprised them by saying  
each  would receive a ‘bag of gold’ (golden sweets 

& mementos) when they left.  Finally, Wendy 
thanked Caroline & her team for organising the 
event. 
For further information go to 
www.girlguidingsussexcentralcounty.com.   

Janet Samuel  
LIGHT UP HASSOCKS  It’s all going on at the 
Hassocks North Pole substation and the rumours 
are flying! The jolly man himself is coming... it’s 
likely to snow...there will be angels on the 
streets...!  
Well, we Hassocks based Elves have set our festive 
levels set to 5 out of 5 so we’re ready for anything, 
and we are beavering away to bring you the holly-
est jolliest Light Up Hassocks yet!  
So, pop the date in your diary Friday 5th Decem-
ber 4 to 8 pm and remember to leave your cars at 
home so we can fill the high street with festive joy 
and you with scrumptious food and perhaps a 
cheeky mulled wine... 
More information will be coming out soon, but if 
you need any details sooner or want to help, contact 
us at lightuphassocks@gmail.com.  

 Erika Woodhurst-Trueman  
CLAYTON CONTACT CLUB for the  Visually-
Impaired urgently need another helper - male or fe-
male!  We meet fortnightly on a Wednesday from 
10 am to 2 pm. 
If you could help or would like to become a mem-
ber, please ring me on 01444 450947.  

Dorothy Lazenby 



JOHN RUSSELL JOHN RUSSELL   
Car Body Work • MOT Welding  

 Valeting • Competitive Prices 
07971 276126 

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling 

MATHS TUITION  
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS  • Qualified Maths Teacher 

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level 
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Education Specialist 

 07752 186678    Hassocks Based

HASSOCKS FC  We’ve had a lot of home games 
at the Hassocks Hotel Beacon ground in the last 
month including the Brighton and Hove Albion 
u21 fixture. I want to thank all the local match day 
volunteers (Tony, Lee, Matt, Colin, Jason, Nick, 
Ant) for giving up their time to help with parking 
and stewarding. A lot goes into running a match 
day and they make it all possible with their efforts. 
The team is currently sitting around mid-table and 
that is a great return for a village club competing 
at this level. 
If we can survive relegation that would be a bril-
liant achievement as we’re competing with bigger 
clubs and towns.  
Thank you for your support in helping the guys on 
the pitch!  
We have a new Robin mascot and his name is 
Rocky! Good for encouraging families to come 
and visit and good for sponsorship photos also. 
There’s talk of him flying in at Light Up Hassocks!  
Excitement about our away Jersey trip in March 
but before that we have a coach travelling to Herne 
Bay on the 29th November.  
Limited seats but if supporters want a fun day out, 
we’re leaving the Hassocks Hotel Beacon ground 

at 10.30 am and returning around 8.30 pm. Mes-
sage me if keen for cost and booking 07843 
762132. 
Plenty of fixtures ahead. Coming into winter we 
hope not too many cancellations. Our social media 
is your best bet for latest news. Here are our home 
fixtures in November. 
Saturday 8th 1st vs Jersey 2 pm. 
Tuesday 11th 1st vs Crowborough 7.45 pm 
Saturday 22nd 1st vs Ashford 3 pm 
Sunday 23rd Ladies vs Eastbourne Town 2 pm.  

Pat Harding  
 

SUSSEX CHORUS WITH BURGESS HILL 
CHORAL SOCIETY AND SUSSEX SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA. On Saturday 15th 
November at 7.30 pm at All Saint’s Church, Hove. 
BN3 3QE. 
‘Carmina Burana’  & Hymn to the Fallen’.  Con-
ductor: Mark Andrew James with Soloists. 
For tickets visit sussexchorus.org.  

Angela Holroyd 
 

Deadline Date for the December 2025  
issue is 1st November 2025



STATION GARAGE 
*  FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY  * 
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED * 
*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

Free Brake Fluid Condition Check 
*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  * 

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  * 
*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  * 

Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings 
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS 

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

RAIN FAILED TO DAMPER CHAILEY’S 
HARVEST FESTIVAL  An inaugural Harvest 
Festival, was on (13th September) at the 5 Bells 
in Chailey, and proved to be a phenomenal suc-
cess despite the rain. 
Fortunately, the weather eased just in time for 
the sun to shine on the Chailey community as 
many joined the occasion from the village and 
surrounding areas. 
The event, organised by Tom Stovold and Melle 
Routledge (landlady) put on an impressive se-
lection of local ales and a variety of ciders plus 
high quality burgers and hot dogs cooked on site 
by Alfie, the pub’s chef. 
Chailey Classic and Vintage Tractor Club were 
partners in the organisation of the day with an 
impressive display of classic and vintage trac-
tors.  
A tug of war competition followed involving 
both adults and children and interestingly church 
records show a similar event celebrating the 
Harvest taking place just 7 days apart in the 
church way back in 1930...! 
On this occasion Chailey, well known for its 
Heritage centres caring for the less fortunate, re-
ally brought together the community in a spirit 
of village ‘togetherness’. 
CTC’s vintage tractors were supported by a local 
steam traction engine and local contribution in 
the garden comprised charity stalls, a display of 
honeybees with locally produced honey and not 
least a pen of lambs with a guess the weight 

competition. The kids loved it...! 
Music was another key factor in the programme 
and local bands played throughout the day. The 
Reverend Paul Mundy blessed the Harvest fol-
lowed by an impressive performance by Chai-
ley’s Church choir. 
All proceeds will be divided between Chailey 
Tractor Club and a designated charity. 
With a massive thank you to the owners of the 
adjoining field whose kind help and cooperation 
made it available for the weekend, the Chailey 
community were able to come together in good 
spirit to celebrate the Harvest and in turn support 
the village’s very last pub.                  Liz Venters 
 
DITCHLING DOWNS WI  A group of us en-
joyed a fascinating visit to the Newhaven Incin-
erator in early September.  We learned from the 
very welcoming Veolia team, about how all the 
black bin rubbish from Brighton and East Sussex 
is incinerated at very high temperatures to pro-
duce steam and finally power to be fed back to 
the grid.   Veolia run a very good Visitor Centre 
with loads of information about the disposal and 
recycling of waste - well worth a visit! 
Our November speaker is John Vine who will 
talk about ‘Using your voice - Understanding 
your voice’. As always - we welcome visitors to 
our monthly meetings - first Tuesday in the 
month in Ditchling Village Hall.   
Please contact gmtennant.ddwi@yahoo.com 
for more details.                                Alison White



HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER 
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate 

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic  
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios, 

concreting and chimney repairs. 
Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288  

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES 
specialists in treework & hedge cutting 

 

TRADING FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

Regular maintenance or one off cuts  
 All tree, hedge & shrub care  

 Planting •  Turfing • Fully Insured 
Gardening work undertaken  

 NPTC Qualified 
 

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446

HASSOCKS WI  Meet 3rd Monday in the month 
at Adastra Hall .  Doors open 7.30 pm evening 
starts 7.45 pm. 
Our September Fayre was very successful, the 
charity raffle raised £140 for ‘Breast Cancer 
Now’, and nearly £600 for our funds.  Well done 
to everyone who helped. I hear the craft stalls 
were excellent and there were lovely flowers.   
Hassocks WI took part in the South of England 
Show end of September.   The theme was ‘Alice 
in Wonderland’.  Well done to Shirley for achiev-
ing a first with your amazing entry. (See our web-
site of photo).   
Andy Thomas one of UK most prolific authors on 
the paranormal and global cover ups gave us an 
intriguing talk in October.  It was also the West 
Sussex Federation Annual Meeting in Horsham. 
On 17th November our evening will be a lively 
drumming and percussion workshop with Sean 
(no experience necessary) drums provided.   
On Wednesday 19th November committee room, 
 we are holding an afternoon meeting 2 pm to 4 
pm ‘No More Violence to Women and Girls’.  We 
will have speakers from ‘Safe in Sussex’ and hold 
 a short vigil in memory of victims of domestic vi-
olence.   
As usual we will have our popular Craft Club on 
Monday 3rd November in the committee room, 
a chance to enjoy creative ‘me’ time.  Don’t know 
what we will be doing but it is always fun.   
So, don’t be lonely or alone come along for a so-
cial time.  Visitors are always welcome (dona-
tion).  Then of course our December meeting will 
be Christmas themed, and we have our wonderful 
Xmas hamper raffle. 
Hope to meet you soon.                                Gerry  
 
HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY meet Monday 
10th November for a talk entitled National Trust 
at Sheffield Park - Past and Present. 
On Monday 24th November we have a talk by 
Ian Gledhill. “Transports of Delight”.  Trains on 
the pier, miniature railways and various forms of 
transport to amuse holiday makers. 
Both talks are at Adastra Hall, Hassocks at 7.45 
pm.                                                 Pat Blackford 

DITCHLING HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
-AGM. Thursday 6th November, 7.30 pm to 9 pm 
at The Old Meeting House, The Twitter, Ditchling. 
Our special guest speaker is Ed Nugent from Gar-
den Sage Nurseries “Drought proof your garden”. 
Everyone is welcome. Drinks, nibbles and a raffle 
will be provided.                                         Marija  
DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Join us for The 
Critic (15). 6th November from 8 pm to 9.40 pm. 
Based on a novel by Anthony Quinn The Critic is 
a period thriller drama with wicked humour and a 
twisty plot not to mention sumptuous costumes 
and a strong cast. The film stars Ian McKellen, 
Gemma Arterton, Mark Strong, Ben Barnes, Al-
fred Enoch, Romola Garai, and Lesley Manville. 
lan McKellen plays Jimmy Erskine, a malicious, 
conniving and brutally honest newspaper theatre 
critic in 1930’s London but as the film progresses 
it becomes darker and more violent and more of a 
thriller. 
(2024). Directed by Anand Tucker. English. 104 
minutes. 
Our Christmas show with mulled wine and mince 
pies is… The Holdovers (15) on 4th December 8 
pm to 10.15 pm. 
For more information on our film showings and 
special events go to ditchlingfilm.org.uk where 
you can also sign up to our Newsletter. 
Doors open at 7.30 pm at Ditchling Village Hall 
and you can buy a glass of good wine or enjoy a 
complementary soft drink.  
Membership or Guest entry available and Mem-
bers are eligible for a 20% discount on pre-booked 
meals and drinks at The Bull Pub on film night! 

Kate for The Ditchling Film Society



BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP 

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals 
 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
For essential foot health maintenance treatments 

 

Nail Cutting • Corns • Callus 
Diabetic Foot Care • Verrucae • Fungal Infections 

 

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement 
 

07400 395535

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge  
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that  

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you! 
Professional, local and friendly service  

All types of work undertaken, inside and out  
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,  

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks, 
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,  

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”  
Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

  HANDY MAN FRIDAY

 
 

QUICK RESPONSE 
NO CALL OUT FEE/NO VAT  

LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED 
UPVC SPECIALISTS 

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
Call Lucy on 07780 840462 

Store this number on your phone, 
you never know when you will need it. 

 

•L
ucy Locksmith•

e:  lucylocksmith1@gmail.com 
w: lucylocksmith.co.uk 

STOOLBALL DITCHLING – END OF SEASON 
ROUND-UP  As our fourth season draws to a close, we 
look back with huge pride at all we’ve achieved—devel-
oping our skills, building strong friendships, and, most im-
portantly, having plenty of fun. 
This year saw us finish 4th in the Central Sussex Stoolball 
Division. Highlights included two exciting wins over Chai-
ley (92–84 and 164–92) and a very close match against our 
lovely opponents Partridge Green, where we narrowly lost 
101–112. 
In the Hepsey League, we were thrilled to secure 3rd place, 
a fantastic achievement for the club. Our victories included 
a 207–198 win against Chailey and a 201–176 win against 
Partridge Green. 
We also enjoyed coming together off the pitch at our AGM 

and family fun rounders night, a brilliant opportunity to celebrate the season as a club with our Club 
President Michael Stratford. Awards presented by our Chair Lana Malet went to: 
Emily Viljoen - most runs Hepsey League, Abigail Lock - most runs for Ditchling in CSSD league games 
Most Valuable Player – Rachel Merabti, Most Improved – Hayley Pearce, Player Contribution – Sue 
Forsyth. 
A huge thank you goes to our players, coaches, committee, and supporters for their dedication throughout 
the year. 
We’d love to see you at Light Up Hassocks, where we’ll be selling mulled wine outside Proper. If you’re 
interested in joining—ladies or juniors—we’d be delighted to welcome you. Please get in touch at  
sbditchling@gmail.com. 
Here’s to another successful season for Stoolball Ditchling!                                                   Sally Brown 
 



A. Twine Butcher 
27 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273 842296

ORDER EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS 

DON’T LEAVE IT TO THE LAST MINUTE ! 
Orders can be collected on 22nd & 23rd 7.30am - 4.00pm & 24th 7.30am - 10.00am 
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K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING  
24hour Call Out   *All domestic work undertaken 

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer  
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation 

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing 
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed   

T: 01444 239898     M: 07796 263710 305205

 

ALL ELECTRIC 
COOKERS REPAIRED

RICHARD WARNER 

07885 829455 
richardr2pac@aol.com

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE

and most makes of  
washing machines

SUSSEX PATHFINDERS RAMBLING 
CLUB  I am writing this on the last Saturday of 
September, after walking six miles from 
Hangleton (north Hove) to the Devil’s Dyke and 
back.  It has been so cold here on the south coast 
this last week but today the weather was perfect 
with sunshine, magnificent clouds and an ac-
ceptable breeze rather than the biting winds 
from the South Pole. 
The walk started from outside St Helens church 
in Hangleton, famous for being the oldest sur-
viving building in Brighton & Hove City.  From 
there we took the route of the disused railway 
line that used to take Victorian day trippers up 
to the many delights of the Devil’s Dyke, which 
itself is steeped in well-known stories and leg-
ends. 
Under different iterations a hotel has stood at 
the Devil’s Dyke since 1831 and the current 
building dates from the 1960s. The views were 
splendid, and I felt I could have gazed at them 
for several hours but we had to retrace our steps 
and continue on our way. 
We passed three immaculately manicured golf 
courses on our walk with many cars parked out-
side their club houses, but I never saw anyone 
actually on the greens.  
From there it was mostly downhill to the local 
nature reserve of Benfield - the oldest local na-
ture reserve in the city since it’s declaration in 
1993.   
Magnificent views were on show for most of the 
walk featuring a variety of downland, the En-
glish Channel and then the ubiquitous, but nec-
essary, wind turbines on the horizon. 
All our weekend walks for the remainder of 
2025 can be viewed on our website www.suss-
expathfinders.org.uk.    No need to book, just 
turn up and introduce yourself to the group 
leader.                                                      Diann

DOWNLANDS STUDENTS CELEBRATE 
AMAZING GCSE RESULTS  We’re proud to 
celebrate another outstanding year for our learn-
ers. Thanks to the support of our school commu-
nity, our students have achieved results that 
secure strong pathways into further education and 
apprenticeships. 
Results day was filled with emotion and pride, as 
this cohort outperformed national trends, with 
over a third of students earning a grade 7 or 
above.  
All groups exceeded national progress levels, 
leaving a lasting legacy of achievement.  
We wish our pupils every success as they embark 
on the next stage of their journeys, confident that 
the values they’ve embraced and the progress 
they’ve made will lead them to a fulfilling future.  
Thank you very much!                           Jo Miles 
 
HASSOCKS UNITED REFORMED 
CHURCH HAVE SOME QUESTIONS FOR 
YOU  Are you seeking God? Are you just in-
trigued? Are you ready to rejoice and praise?  
If the answer is yes to any of the above, please 
come and join us for a new evening service. The 
service will include contemporary style worship, 
prayer and a short thought on a passage of scrip-
ture. 
The service is on the 16th November at 6 pm and 
will be held in subsequent months on the 3rd 
Sunday of the month at the same time. 
We look forward to worshipping with you!  

 Rev. David Cumbers



hawthornvets
HENFIELD SURGERY
TEL:  01273 495227
Hawthorn House, High Street, Henfi eld BN5 9DA

PARTRIDGE GREEN SURGERY
TEL:  01403 710332
The Old Bakehouse, High Street, Partridge Green RH13 8HU

The facilities will include: 

Operating theatre with full surgical facilities

Diagnostic equipment including X-ray and Ultrasound

Dental facilities including dental Xray

In house laboratory to allow blood and urine results on the same day

Separate Dog and Cat wards

Opening hours 8.30am–6pm Monday–Friday and 8.30–12pm Saturday

NOW OPEN 
in Hassocks

We are refurbishing and redesigning the site 
at Rear, 44 Keymer Road in Hassocks, to offer 
a complete service to the pets and residents of 
Hassocks and the surrounding area.

A new branch, but the same exceptional 
standards of veterinary care clients of 
Hawthorn know and trust.

Your Local Established 
Independent Veterinary Practice

Check out our 5 Star
Google reviews!

NOW OPEN!
HASSOCKS SURGERY
TEL:  01273 805009
Rear, 44 Keymer Road, Hassocks, BN6 8ARwww.hawthornvets.co.uk



IAN THOMPSON 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

Gas Safe Registered 
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

Elite Taxis (Hassocks) 
24 hours • Advanced Bookings Only • 6 Seater Available 

Airports • Seaports • Vineyards/Brewery 
Sports Events • Evenings Out • Long Distance 
Corporate & Business • Hospital Appointment  

Call Jeff  
07979 180289 

elitetaxis88@gmail.com • elitetaxis.uk

20% off Advance Bookings on Christmas Day

10% off Advance Bookings on Bank Holidays

 
ELITE GARAGE DOORS  

  
 • NEW DOORS 
 • AUTOMATION 
 • REPAIRS 
 • GUARANTEED 

 
TELEPHONE 01273 844122
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98
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ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB - 2025 SEA-
SON  As Autumn arrives, Adastra Bowling Club 
has closed its green after a very successful 2025 
season. Our four Open  (Satur)Days in May at-
tracted a lot of interest and eleven new members 
joined us. 
The fine, dry Summer has meant that many games 
could be played. Some of these were practices, 
some were competitions within the Club and oth-
ers were friendly matches against other Clubs in 
the area. We held a Charity Day with fun compe-
titions and raised £750 for Parkinsons Disease re-
search, our chosen charity this year. 
By September two of our teams were in a County 
wide final and semi-final for two competitions. 
Sadly, we were runners-up, but this is still a great 
achievement for a village club against much big-
ger clubs in Sussex. 
Next year we plan to hold more Open Saturday 
mornings in May (watch this space for dates) We 
will also hold a couple of Open Tuesday evenings 
for those of you still working.  This year it was 
good to welcome some younger members, and we 
have held games on Tuesday and Friday evenings, 
with the necessary social in the Bar afterwards! 
We will reopen in mid-April 2026, but in the 
meantime some of us play Short Mat Bowls in the 
Adastra Hall on Tuesday mornings from 9.15 am 
to 11.45 am. 
Come along, get to know us  and have a try at 
bowling before April 2026.  Diana Webley Ward 

Photos show our 
Mens and Womens 
2025 Club  
Champions 



Who are Kitchen Carousel? - No doubt you’ve see my advert here before. 
My name is Stephen Hamilton and I have been designing, installing and 
project managing kitchens in the local area for 35 years. My skilled and 
friendly team make fine sensibly priced kitchens which we project manage 
right through from beginning to end. 
I’d like to change my whole kitchen - No Problem! Our fantastic building 
and fitting partners can knock down walls, fit new windows or doors, re 
plaster, provide all the necessary electrical and plumbing work as well as 
laying new floors and if  needed, even completing the final decoration for 
you. Everything for a complete, hassle-free project. 
If  you’re looking for a supply-only kitchen then we’re also happy to help. 
Could I just refurbish my existing kitchen? - Yes! - perhaps you don’t 
need to remove the whole kitchen. We can advise you on the cost effective 
and environmentally friendly option of  replacing doors and drawers to 
give your existing kitchen a brand new look and a whole new lease of  life. 
How does it work? - Well, just get in touch! I am the chief  designer and 
company founder and I’ve been designing all sorts of  kitchens for longer 
than I can remember. I’ll arrange a free site visit with you and in around 
fourty minutes I will give you lots of  design ideas and possibilities for 
your project, scribbling plans as we go along. Furthermore I can give you 
a fairly clear, on the spot idea of  what the costs might be, keeping your 
budget in mind. Then I’ll leave you alone, to mull it over, without any 
pestering. 
Contact us - We would love to hear about your kitchen project, call us 
for a chat, or email us with your thoughts and ideas. Don’t forget to check 
out our website and social media.   
Thanks for Reading! Speak to you soon, Stephen.

KITCHEN 
CAROUSEL

  

 Est. in Ditchling for over 35 years 
 We are your local Kitchen Specialists

kitchencarousel.co.uk     email: info@kitchencarousel.co.uk 
or call Stephen on 07565 722055



Kevin Jerrey 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 

Over 30 years experience • Advanced City & Guilds 

01273 844213

 

 All Fencing Work Undertaken  
Decking & Garden Buildings 

Free Quotation • Reliable Service 
Call Chris 

Mobile: 07717 574026 
Over 20 years experience 

C.B.C. Fencing

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WITH 4SIGHT VI-
SION SUPPORT THIS CHRISTMAS  In the 
run up to the Festive Season, 4Sight Vision Sup-
port (4SVS) is raising vital funds with events, 
cards and Christmas gifts to help its work sup-
porting those of all ages living with sight loss 
across the county. 
The highlight of 4SVS’s Festive season is its 
wonderful Christmas Concert with Seaford Col-
lege Chapel Choir, held on Monday 8th Decem-
ber at 6.30 pm at St Mary de Haura Church in 
Shoreham. 4SVS advises reserving a place well 
in advance, with payment then taken (cash or 
card) on the door including festive refreshments. 
The big Christmas Prize Draw has a number of 
fabulous prizes, with the main prize worth £250. 
4Sight Vision Support is encouraging everyone 
to share the news of the Draw with family and 
friends.  
Christmas cards are on sale with a variety of sea-
sonal designs, which can be viewed on 4SVS’s 
website News page. There are also gift ideas for 
those living with sight loss, including large print 
playing cards, large print Scrabble, large print 
calendars and diaries, as well as equipment such 
as talking kitchen scales. A book of 35 ‘Short 
Rambles in the Sussex Countryside and Days 
Out’ by volunteer Jane Aston features walks de-
signed to be suitable for everyone including 
those with living with sight loss. 
Christmas Prize Draw tickets, cards and gifts can 

be purchased by debit card from 4Sight Vision 
Support by calling 01243 828555 or bought in 
person from its Head Office in Bognor Regis or 
its Shoreham office. For further information, 
please call, or email 
fundraising@4sight.org.uk.        Cathy Clark 

 
JAZZ LUNCH WITH THE NEW 
MUSKAT RAMBLERS Come to the Has-
socks Pub Function Room on the second Tues-
day in January, March, May, July, September 
and November for great food, great jazz and 
great company. 
You will be entertained by The New Muskat 
Ramblers,  Peter Leonard (Lead, Trumpet). 
Alan Cresswell (Clarinet), Rob Pearce (Trom-
bone). Bill Stagg (Banjo), Andy Lawrence 
(String Bass) and Paul Norman (Drums). 
Doors open 11.30 am, the Jazz starts at 12 pm, a 
set lunch is served during the performance and 
the Jazz finishes at around 2.45 pm.   
Advance bookings only Jo 01444 235986 or 
01444 235639.                                             Chris 

 Lost Property
‘Like’ our page on 

Face book & keep up 
to date with all the 
lost property items 

‘QD Stationery’





JB Fencing 
All types oF Fencing & gAtes  

     Free quotations and advice 
     All work guaranteed 
     Sheds and Bases 
     No job too small 
     Over 40 years experience  

Hassocks 01273 843539 
Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you 
• New Computers 
• Laptop Setup 
• Wireless Setup 
• Printer Setup 
• Servicing & Clean up 

07771 588 577 
rob@rhaskins.co.uk 

•Computer Repairs          
•Hardware Upgrades 

•Software Issues 
•Data Recovery 

•Virus & Malware  
Removal  

•Networking

PC Problems?

BRIDLEWAYS The Road Safety meeting men-
tioned in our last post, held in Ditching Village 
Hall, was extremely well attended and included 
team members from the BHS (British Horse So-
ciety) our local Police and Crime Service, and Jen 
from the Bridleway Group. It was an informative, 
in-depth and engaging discussion highlighting is-
sues of concern for people such as riders when 
using the roads as a non-motorist. The Pass Wide 
and Slow campaign is aimed at informing mo-
torists how speeding past a horse, walker or cy-
clist and passing too close could result in an 
accident, for instance causing a horse rider to lose 
control. It’s a real danger for all concerned.  
You can find out more and join the campaign via 
The British Horse Society 
website www.bhs.org.uk/support-us/our-
campaign or at www.passwideandslow.co.uk. 
With autumn fast approaching, paths and bridle-
ways that have become overgrown need to be 
cleared before it becomes too wet and muddy. 
Also, any gates that have become difficult to use 
will only present more problems as the colder 
wetter weather takes hold. You can report issues 
with gates to the relevant council — if a path 
needs to be cleared using machinery this is also 
for the council to organise. A clear-up that could 
be undertaken by a group of volunteers is some-
thing that the Bridleways Group can help organ-
ise, as well as providing support with tools. You 
can find out more on the Bridleways website 
along with other useful information about our 
work behind the scenes and what we’re working 

on at the moment to ensure our paths and bridle-
ways remain accessible and in good order for all 
to enjoy.                                         Jacqui Manley 
 
BURGESS HILL HORTICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY – Open Meeting on Wednesday 5th Novem-
ber, tree surgeon, Lesley Baker, will be giving a 
talk, ‘Pruning and Tree Surgery’ at Cyprus Hall, 
Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill at 7.45 pm, (doors 
open 7.15 pm.) All welcome! Admission: BHHS 
members free, Visitors small charge.   
www.burgesshillhorticulturalsociety.com.    

Flo Whitaker 
 

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. Our November 
talk will be on Friday 28th November 7.30 pm 
“Nymans and the Messel Family.” It will look at 
the history of how the family transformed this 
fascinating National Trust Property. The speaker 
is Sue Bourn and held at the Guide HQ, SE corner 
of Trinity Road Car park, Hurstpierpoint. Small 
charge for Non Members. All welcome.  
For further details please email 
hurst.hist.geog.soc@gmail.com.  

Mrs J Simmons 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR in Adastra Hall  Saturday 
8th November 10 am to 12 noon  
Stalls include a raffle, cakes,  bottle tombola, 
Craft stalls, good as new, children’s activities  teas 
and coffees.   

 Juliet Strange Clayton with Keymer Parish 

DID YOU KNOW ?? 
You can now read the Hassocks Talk About inc Village Voice online? 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk



Remembrance Sunday  
 Community Event 
9th November 2025  

 13.30 – 14.45 
  
 EVERYONE WELCOME 

 
We hope that many of you of all ages, will join the 
Parish Council and the Church of St Cosmas and 
St Damian to mark Remembrance Sunday this 
year.   
Burgess Hill marching band has been commis-
sioned to support a procession, with the Guides, 
Scouts, Brownies and Cubs, starting from Adastra 
Park at 1.30pm and proceeding to the Church at 
Keymer where there will be a short ceremony led 
by Fr Alex. This will include the laying of wreaths 
by adults and of small crosses by children and 
young people. We have been liaising with the 
Guide Leader to build in some activities that will 
involve young members more closely with the 
essence of the event and will help raise their 
awareness of real people who lived in Hassocks 
and had their lives curtailed through war. 
In order to make the route safe for the procession 
we have applied to close a section of Keymer 
Road from Adastra Park to Beaconhurst. Resi-
dents and visitors will be unable to use their vehi-
cles to traverse this section of Keymer Road and 
some adjoining roads for a short period of time 
from 1.00pm for around two hours. Residents and 
businesses likely to be affected will be leafleted 
when we have finalised the planning of this event.  
We have a Traffic Management Consultancy as-
sisting us with the road closure on the day. To 
keep the cost down they are providing just two 
operatives to manage traffic. If anybody would be 
willing to volunteer, we would really appreciate 
the extra help. You will be provided with a hi-vis 
vest and given instructions. 
If anyone is able to help, please can you email 

helen.valler@hassocks-pc.gov.uk 

 
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY – 9TH NOVEM-
BER, 2025.  The Royal British Legion – Ditchling 
& District Branch  Act of Remembrance Service 
will take place at Ditchling War Memorial begin-
ning at 10.50 am. Once the ceremonies at the War 
Memorial have ended, we will move into St Mar-
garet’s Church to continue Remembrance.  
The Parade will leave from St Margaret’s School 
and everyone taking part should be outside the 
school ready to step off no later than 10.20 am. Ev-
eryone is most welcome to come and join the pa-
rade. 
Remembrance Sunday at Streat Church - please 
gather at the War Memorial by 10.50 am 
Armstice Day – Tuesday 11th November  - there 
will be a brief service of Remembrance at Ditchling 
War Memorial starting at 11.00 am 
Field Of Remembrance 2025 at Ditchling War 
Memorial.  Further information about this can be 
found in Ditchling Post Office. 
Lest We Forget.                            Margaret Bovill

We thank Katherine Sheldon of Hassocks for 
this picture St Cosmas and St Damian Church, 
Keymer War Memorial last November 2024 - 

‘Lest We Forget’





The boss of a family-run Hassocks firm has en-
sured a donation to improve the visual appear-
ance of his old school’s flower beds. 
Windmills Junior School in Hassocks has been 
given plants, compost and bulbs to brighten 
some empty borders by its main entrance.  
The donation from nearby South Downs Nurs-
eries has an even more local connection in that 
the family-run garden centre chain’s executive 
director is a former pupil of the village school. 
Benjamin Tate said: “It was a real pleasure to 
be able to donate plants, bulbs and compost to 
Windmills Junior School. Having gone to 
Windmills myself, it’s especially meaningful to 
support the school and help inspire a love of 
gardening in the next generation. I hope the 

children enjoy planting and seeing everything 
grow.” 
Benjamin joined Tate’s Gavin Mumford to de-
livery a range of plants giving colour and inter-
est. The Three Cornus ‘Baton Rouge’ plants 
have bright red stems throughout the winter, 
three Pieris Katsura are evergreens for year-
round foliage, red in the spring followed by and 
pinky flowers. There was also a mixture of daf-
fodils, species tulips (which have the advantage 
of reappearing year-after-year) and crocus 
bulbs. 
The delivery was warmly welcomed by many 
of the pupils who were on hand to help (pic-
tured).    

Trevor Butler 

Donation sees village school garden spruced up 
 

In Stock 
at QD STATIONERY  

01273 846978   
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks  

www.qdstationery.co.uk 



Useful Informationkhg

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST  
Either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.   

Mon. to Fri. 5.30pm - 6pm.    
Sun. 10am - 4pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill  

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.   
Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police  

0845 6070999 
 

LIBRARIES 
Hurstpierpoint - 01273 832609 

 Hassocks - 01273 842779 
 Mon., Tues., Wed.,  Sat. 9am - 1pm   

& Thurs.,  Fri.  1 - 5pm  
 

HASSOCKS FOOD BANK 
Open to anyone in need of support.  Held in 

Powell House (next to United Reformed Church), 
Hassocks, 10am to 12noon, every Friday.  

Or drop donations to Mansell McTaggart and 
The Sussex Grocer in Hassocks 

 
DOCTORS 

Mid Sussex Health Care   
01273 834388  

www.midsussexhealthcare.co.uk 
Hassocks Surgery 

Windmill Avenue BN6 8LY 
Hurstpierpoint Surgery 

The Health Centre, Trinity Road BN6 9UO 
Ditchling Surgery 

Lewes Road, BN6 8TT   

TENNIS COURT HIRE 
Adastra Park, Hassocks 

Book www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/AdastraPark 
 

NEAREST HOUSEHOLD WASTE  
RECYCLING CENTRE 

WEST SUSSEX 01243 642106.   
Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill, RH15 8AR.   

To book a visit via www.westsussex.gov.uk   
EAST SUSSEX 0845 355 0550 

Ham Lane, Lewes, BN7 3PS 
9am to 4pm daily www.eastsussex.gov.uk 

 
PARISH COUNCILS 

Hassocks 
01273 842714  

www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk   
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am - 2pm, Fri 10am - 12pm. 

Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common  
01273 833264  

www.hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk   
Mon.- Fri. 9.30am - 1pm. 

Ditchling  
01273 844733  

www.ditchling-pc.gov.uk 
 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR MID SUSSEX 
Alison Bennett, MP 

Surgery appointments available by contacting 
the Constituency Office 01444 224458 

 
 are at the following locations in the parish. In an emergency please dial 999  

HURSTPIERPOINT & SAYERS COMMON  
Sayers Common Community Shop, London Road, Sayers Common 

Village Centre Library Entrance, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint, 40 High Street, Hurstpierpoint 
Bowling Club, South Avenue, Hurstpierpoint 

Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint 
Fairfield Recreation Ground, Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint  

 
DITCHLING, STREAT & WESTMESTON 

Ditchling Village Hall, Ditchling Church, Streat Church and Westmeston Church 
 

HASSOCKS & KEYMER 
Railway Station, Outside Ticket Office,     Adastra Hall, Keymer Road 

Adastra Bowling Club, Adastra Park (North Field),     Age Concern, Dale Avenue 
Freedom Leisure Centre, Downlands School, Dale Avenue,     Hassocks Dental Surgery, 54a Keymer Road 

Graystone Referral Centre, 38 Keymer Road,     Thatched Inn, Grand Avenue 
Keymer & Hassocks Sports & Social Club, Adastra Park (South Field)  

Hassocks Health Centre, Windmill Avenue,     Oldland Windmill, Oldlands Lane, Keymer 
Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, South Bank,     South Downs Garden Centre, Brighton Road 

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS



BBT - Hassocks (Bumps, Babies & Toddlers) - 
St Francis Church, Priory Road, Hassocks. 
Thursdays 1 - 2.30 pm. A group for play & chat. 
BEFRIENDED CAFE NEURO  Salvation Army 
Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill Mondays 10.30 
am - 12 pm.  - Support those living with demen-
tia, their carers and loved ones.  More info email 
office@befriended.org. 
BEFRIENDED COMMUNITY CHOIR - Tues-
days (term-time) 10 am - 12 pm, Methodist 
Church, Burgess Hill.  All welcome to sing for joy.  
More info www.befriended.org. 
BEFRIENDED FALL-PREVENTION EXERCISE 
CLASS  Gateway Baptist Church, Station Road, 
Burgess Hill Wednesday 2 pm.  More info 
www.befriended.org. 
DITCHLING MORRIS - Practice Thursday at  
United Reformed Church Hall at 7.30 pm.  Pop 
in if you feel like joining. 
GREYHOUND MORRIS Practice every Tuesday 
at Keymer Church Hall, 7 pm.  We welcome new 
members of all abilities both musical and danc-
ing, see you there. 
HASSOCKS TABLE TENNIS CLUB - Mon  & 
Thurs 2 - 4 pm at Adastra Hall.  Roll up to play. 
HASSOCKS TABLE TENNIS Mon & Thurs 2 - 
4 pm Adastra Hall.  Roll up to play. 
HASSOCKS YOUTH GROUP The Green Room, 
Adastra Hall, Hassocks. Thursdays 5.30 - 7 pm 
School Years 4 - 13  (Term time only). All wel-
come for games, crafts and activities and social 
time. 
HEARTS OF SUSSEX BRIDGE CLUB - Monday 
online and Tuesdays at Age Concern Hassocks. 
More info visit www.hsobcbridgeclub.co.uk  

HUG IN A MUG MUMS, DADS & CARERS - 
8.45 - 10.30 am every Monday, Keymer Church 
Hall, For parents, carers or grandparents who 
look after children. Cake, coffee, toys and games. 
HUG IN A MUG - A coffee (and cake!) morning 
for all.  Monday 10.30 - 12 pm at Keymer 
Church Hall and at Clayton Church Hall,  every 
Tuesday at 10.30 am to 12 pm. 
IRISH SET DANCING The Emmanuel Centre, 
Ditchling 7.15 - 9.30 pm.  Come and join us for 
some fun and active dancing (not Riverdance). 
We are an informal and friendly group.  Be-
ginners are very welcome, no need to bring a 
partner. Your first session is free call 07802 
847234 for more info.   
MID SUSSEX SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
GROUP. Meet every Tuesday Evening, 7.30 pm, 
Main Hall Hurstpierpoint Village Centre. Anyone 
is welcome, no previous knowledge is necessary 
just a willingness to have fun. Please visit 
www.msscd.org.uk for more details. (We do not 
meet in July or August) 
SUSSEX FLY DRESSERS GUILD Clayton Vil-
lage Hall, Thurs. 7 - 9 pm. Beginners to Ad-
vanced sussexflydressersguild.org.uk. 
VISUALLY-IMPAIRED CLUB We meet alter-
nate Wednesdays from 10.30 am to  2 pm at 
Clayton Parish Hall in Underhill Lane.  If you are 
interested, please ring me on 01444 450947.   
WHIST DRIVE - Our friendly club meets at Age 
Concern, Hassocks every Thursdays at 6.45 pm. 
More info 01273 843390. 
 
 
HASSOCKS UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
16th November Evening service ‘Worship & 
Praise’  at 6 pm.  All welcome. 

 Whats On in  
November

Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes and/or events to  
PUBLISH FREE in this section. Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to  

QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.   
For more information call 01273 846978. 

Regular Clubs Meets 

Church Services 



BEACON PARISH SERVICES NOVEMBER 
Morning Worship with Holy Communion 10 am 
St Margarets, Ditchling on 2nd (both inc Little 
Beacons) On 16th St Martins at 10 am. and back 
at St Margarets on 23rd and 30th. 
9th 9.30 am Holy Communion.  Act of Remem-
brance and Service 10.50 am St Margarets. and 
at Streat Church from 10.45 am.  Wednesday 
@10 services of communion at St Margarets 
Church. 
QUAKER MEETING FOR WORSHIP 10.30 am 
Sundays, Ditchling Friends Meeting House.   
Also 2nd & 4th Sundays at 10.30 am, at The 
Yews, 55 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath.   
All are welcome for peaceful worship and coffee.   
Our magazine “Friendly News” is available at 
Ditchling PO www.ditchlingquakers.org.uk  
 
 
 
2nd DANNY FIREWORKS Danny House, New Way 
Lane, gates open 4.30  pm.  Fireworks, Bonfire & 
BBQ.  Tickets QD Stationery, Pierpoint Pets or 
www.dannybonfire.co.uk.  Restricted parking see ar-
ticle for more details.  
2nd BEFRIENDED St Andrews Church, Burgess Hill 
3 - 5 pm.  Afternoon Tea Party with quizzes, cel-
ebrations, making friends, information, advice and 
great entertainment.  More info 
www.befriended.org. 
3rd HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm. 
Craft Club. Visitors welcome. 
4th DITCHLING DOWNS WI  Ditchling Village Hall, 
7 pm.  ‘Using Your Voice - Understanding Your 
Voice’ John Vine. 
4th GREENER HASSOCKS & DITCHLING Has-
socks Pub, Station Approach East, Hassocks 7.30 - 
9.30 pm . AGM. 
5th HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide HQ, 
Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 2 - 4 pm  ‘The 
Womens’s Land Army - Cinderellas of the Fields’ 
Ian Everest.  Visitors welcome call 07806 670359. 
5th UKES OF HASSOCKS Proper Cycling & Coffee 
7.30 pm. Monthly community jam session, play and 
sing along, beginners welcome.  All welcome. 
5th AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Adastra Hall, Has-
socks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. These sessions are for 
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their 
family member or carer.  More info call 01444 
450248. 
5th BURGESS HILL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.15 pm.  ‘Pruning and 
Tree Surgery’ Lesley Baker.  www.burgesshillhor-
ticulturalsociety.com.  All welcome.   

5th THE BEACON PARISH St Margarets Church, 
Ditchling, 6 pm. Sing! your heart out or maybe just 
come & listen. 
6th DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Ditchling Village 
Hall 7.30 pm. Film - ‘The Critic’.  Tickets available 
on the door - see article. 
6th DITCHLING HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Old 
Meeting House, Ditchling 7.30 pm. AGM followed 
by ‘Drought Proof Your Garden’ Ed Nugent.  All wel-
come. 
6th BEFRIENDED BOARD GAMES  Hurstpierpoint 
2.30 pm.    An afternoon of games, giggles and com-
pany call 0300 772 7703 to book. 
8th SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Westmeston Parish 
Hall 10 am - 4 pm.  Like minded makers spend the 
day doing a hobby they love.  To  book sussexsew-
ingclub@gmail.com. 
8th THE GROWING NETWORK Friends Meeting 
House, Ditchling 10.30 am to 12 pm.  Feel free to 
bring any seeds or plants to share or gardening 
books/tools you don’t need.   See article.  
8th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks 
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks KO 
2 pm.  (Mens) The Robins take on Jersey.  Bar and 
Food available. Free entry to kids 16 and under.  
Please check socials for any changes. 
8th CHURCHES TOGETHER URC Hassocks 9.30 
am.  Messy Church - breakfast, crafts, games and 
story.  All welcome. 
8th KEYMER WITH CLAYTON PARISH Adastra 
Hall, Hassocks 10 am - 12 pm.  Christmas Fair  
9th PARISH OF KEYMER WITH CLAYTON  Re-
membrance Sunday  Parade leaves Adastra Park at 
1.30 pm heading to St Cosmas and St Damian 
Church for the The Act of Remembrance - See Ad-
vert for more info. 
9th DITCHLING REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  St 
Margarets Church, Ditchling.  10.20 am Parade 
leaves St Margarets School. 10.50 am The Act of 
Remembrance followed by  Service of Remem-
brance. - See article for more info. 
9th STREAT CHURCH REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY  
10.45 am The Act of Remembrance - See article for 
more info. 
9th ALBOURNE CHURCH REMEMBRANCE SUN-
DAY  10 am Remembrance Service 
10th THE GROUP The Railway Pub, Station Road, 
Burgess Hill. 7.30 pm. A club for the over 55 unat-
tached for more info www.thegroup.org.uk. 
10th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘National Trust at Sheffield 
Park- Past and Present. 
11th AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Court Bushes, 
Hurstpierpoint 2 - 4 pm. These sessions are for 
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their 

Dated Events 



family member or carer.  More info call 01444 
450248. 
11th DITCHLING ARMISTICE DAY  St Margarets 
War Memorial Ditchling, 11 am  Act of Remem-
brance. 
11th MUSKRAT RAMBLERS, Hassocks Hotel, Sta-
tion Approach East, doors 11.30 am Start 12 pm.  
Great Food, Great Jazz & Great Company.  A set 
lunch included in the entrance fee. Call 01444 
235986 or 01444 235639 to book.  
11th HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SO-
CIETY Hurstpierpoint Village Centre 7.45 pm. ‘Can 
we leave the countryside to Mother Nature or is 
intervention necessary to protect wild spaces’ 
Steve Webster.  All welcome more info 
hhs1886@btinternet.com.   
11th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks 
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks 
KO 7.45 pm.  (Mens) The Robins take on Crowbor-
ough.  Bar and Food available. Free entry to kids 
16 and under.  Please check socials for any 
changes. 
12th DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT White 
Horse, Ditchling 2 pm. Drop in all welcome. 
13th DITCHLING VILLAGE ASSOCIATION Ditch-
ling Village Hall 10 - 11.30 am. Coffee Morning run 
by Beacon Parish.  All welcome. 
13th WOMENS BREAKFAST The Greyhound, 
Keymer 10 am.  For a social cooked breakfast.  All 
welcome to book email 
mo.delaine@btinternet.com. 
14th BURGESS HILL HISTORY GROUP  Cyprus 
Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm.  AGM followed by ‘How 
growth of Burgess Hill, post 1829, was influenced 
by its families, trades and occupations’ Heather 
Warne.  All welcome.  

14th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm. www.midsus-
sexars.org.uk.  ‘Nag and Natter Evening’. Refresh-
ments available.  All welcome. 
14th POLICE BEAT SURGERY South Downs
Garden Centre, Hassocks 2.30 - 3.30 pm. Come
along to get crime prevention & advice on neigh-
bourhood issues. 
15th MENS BREAKFAST The Greyhound, Keymer
10 am.  For a social cooked breakfast.  All welcome
to book email alexbaxter66@yahoo.co.uk 
15th SUSSEX CHORUS All Saints Church, Hove
7.30 pm  Carmina Burana & Hymn to the Fallen.
Tickets www.sussexchorus.org. 
16th PARISH OF CLAYTON WITH KEYMER,
Meeting Room, Keymer Church Hall.  9.45 - 10.45
am.  Storytime Creative - Stories from the Bible
and the heart and respond with your own pictures
or creative writing.  Bring an adult.  More info
01273 845964. 
16th BEFRIENDED Court Bushes, Hurstpierpoint
3 - 5 pm.  Afternoon Tea Party with quizzes, cel-
ebrations, making friends, information, advice and
great entertainment.  More info
www.befriended.org. 
17th HASSOCKS WI  Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7.30
pm. ‘Lively Drumming Percussion Workshop’ Sean.
Visitors welcome. 
19th HASSOCKS WI  Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2
pm. ‘No More Violence to Women and Girls’ Safe
in Sussex.  Visitors welcome. 
19th AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Adastra Hall, Has-
socks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. These sessions are for
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their
family member or carer.  More info call 01444
450248. 

Email it to info@qdstationery.co.uk  
and call us on 01273 846978 to check we have 

received it or bring it in on a memory stick. 
~~ Laminating and Binding available ~~ 

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road Hassocks 

Need a document printed?



21st STAR CINEMA  Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7 pm.  
Film - ‘Bridget Jones - Mad About The Boy’.  Tea, 
coffee, wine and raffle.  Tickets available on the 
door. 
22nd NSPCC Hurstpierpoint Bowls, South Av-
enue, Hurstpierpoint 7 pm. Annual Quiz Night and 
Fish and Chip Supper.  Tickets from Charlotte 
Grace. 
22nd HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET Age Con-
cern Car Park, 9 am - 1 pm. Local produce, bread, 
honey, cheese, wine, veg etc. 
22nd REPAIR CAFE Age Concern Centre, Has-
socks, 9.30 -11.30 am. Bring items for repair more 
info call 01273 040110 or 
www.hkdtransition.org.uk. 
22nd CRAFT FAYRE Adastra Hall, Hassocks 10.30 
am - 3 pm.  Gifts, Art and Craft, Homemade 
Lunches, cakes, refreshments and raffle. 
22nd HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Has-
socks Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road, Has-
socks KO 3 pm.  (Mens) The Robins take on 
Ashford.  Bar and Food available. Free entry to kids 
16 and under.  Please check socials for any 
changes. 
23rd HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks 
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road KO 2 pm.  
(Womens) The Robins take on Eastbourne Town.  
Bar & Food available. Free entry. 
24th CAMEO Keymer Church Hall 2 pm - 4 pm. 
Open to all - come and enjoy an enjoyable after-
noon over a cup of tea. 
24th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Transport of Delight’ Ian Gled-
hill. 

26th SOUTH DOWNS WOODTURNERS Upper
Beeding Village Hall, 7pm  Evening demo by Les
Thorne.  Visitors welcome. 
27th BEREAVEMENT WELL-BEING GROUP Clay-
ton Wood, Natural Burial Ground, Brighton Road,
Clayton 10 am - 12 noon. Come and meet others
who understand what you are going through.
www.bereavementcare.uk.  
27th LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SURGERY HAS-
SOCKS Parish Council Offices Committee Room
11 am -  12 pm.  Sue Hatton, Kristian Berggreen
& Chris Hobbs.  No appointment necessary. 
28th HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A
Court Bushes, Hurstpierpoint  2 pm. ‘Rajah Brooks
and the Head Hunters of Sarawak’  Ray Hale.
Small entrance fee.  Refreshments inc. 
28th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm. www.midsus-
sexars.org.uk. ‘Fish & Chips with a Twist’  All wel-
come. 
28th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide Hall, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint 7.30 pm.  ‘Nymans and the Messel
Family’ Sue Bourn.  See article for more info. 
28th/29th HURSTPIERPOINT GYM CLUB Hur-
stpierpoint Village Centre 28th 6 - 9 pm & 29th
9.30 am - 1 pm.  Christmas Fair. 
29th DOWNLANDS SCHOOL Dale Avenue, Has-
socks 11 am - 2 pm.  Christmas Market and enter-
tainment - See article. 
30th GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY Adastra
Hall, Hassocks  2.45 pm.  ‘International renowned
Patter Man complete with musical interludes’ Ri-
chard Suart.  To book email
gandstodaysussex@gmail.com. 
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There’s already plenty of talk about what the Chancellor might do in the 2025 Budget. Some 
commentators expect changes to ISA limits and pensions, while others predict tweaks to 
inheritance tax (IHT) or capital gains tax (CGT). At this stage, though, these are only rumours. 
Acting too quickly on speculation can easily upset well-thought-out plans and sometimes prove 
costly. We saw this only last year, when some individuals rushed to withdraw pension lump sums 
after hearing unfounded claims that the tax-free allowance was about to be scrapped. When the 
rumours were proved false, those who acted in haste risked undermining their long-term plans — 
missing out on potential growth and reducing the flexibility they might have needed later on. It 
was a clear reminder of why patience and perspective are so important. 

The reality is that successful financial planning isn’t about reacting to headlines; it’s about 
building a strategy that stands the test of time. Rules will change, but making decisions based on 
rumour rather than fact risks doing more harm than good. 

This is where advice matters most. By speaking with a financial planner, you can cut through the 
noise, understand how any confirmed changes might a昀ect you, and adjust your plans in a 
measured way if needed. More importantly, you’ll have the confidence of knowing that your 
decisions are based on sound guidance rather than short-term chatter. 

In uncertain times, the best action is often to pause, take stock, and seek advice. That way, your 
financial future remains firmly on track — whatever the next Budget brings. 

 

If you would like to find out more, please get in touch. 

 

Should you change your plans based on speculation?

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 01273 044951 or 07502 360517 
  giles@gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk 
  gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk 

 
 
Giles Turner Financial Planning Ltd is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority, Firm Reference Number 197107. Giles Turner Financial Planning Ltd is registered in England & Wales Companies House registration No. 
15718448. FCA registration No. 1019535. 
Registered address: 8 Ockley Way, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8NE. Tel: 01273 044951 or 07502 360517.Web: gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk 
Please note that the value of your investment, along with any income derived from it, can go down as well as up and you may not get back the full amount 
you invested. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 

“The path to the financial future 
you desire starts with the plans 

that you make today.” 



STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

And so, it begins - I see the people in the other house No68 have now moved out so with 68 and 70 Keymer Road, both empty that 
means demolition work on both properties will begin soon to make way for the retirement village which Churchill Homes are building.  
It’ll be sad to see two such beautiful houses knocked down, but apparently even before work has begun a lot of people have put 
their names down to show an interest - so do you buy one of these homes or lease them and do they come with massive maintenance 
charges?  Not that I'm trying to put anyone off but with the outlay of buying those two houses and the huge construction costs 
then they are going to cost a bob or two too live there, but as soon as I get some prices, I'll let you know. 
A word of warning - two of my customers have just been diagnosed with Lyme disease which means they've picked up deer ticks 
probably while walking the dog. It's most important that you check yourselves after every walk, there are a lot more deer in the 
area than you realise. Deer ticks are black and can look like a skin tag just be careful and observant and keep a tick remover close 
to hand. 
It's interesting to see that the new café/wine bar on the corner of Woodsland Road has been called Eastwood.  Is it that because 
across the road from them where Proper is now, a double fronted shop called Eastwoods once stood. It was a very popular fruit and 
veg florist and garden shop, Mr and Mrs Eastwood ran it for great number of years before they eventually retired. 
Also, in Ditchling Eastwood Plants has been a stalwart of the village for as long as I can remember, so the name Eastwood is no 
stranger to the area. I just wondered if there might have been some tenuous connection, but as I understand it the new owner is 
Australian so I kind of doubt it? 
I think this governments pledge to build 1,000,000 new homes over the next five years are all down here in the South East? Yet an-
other livery yard has been forced to close in the area because of this plague of new builds.  Finding some where reasonable to keep 
a horse these days is getting harder and harder also the cost of feed and bedding keeps creeping up and because of the long dry 
spell hay this winter will be in very short supply, so a very difficult time for horse owners at the moment. I just wish they'd stop de-
stroying our countryside, but that doesn't seem to matter these days another 21,000 new homes have just been announced on 
land between Crawley and Horsham, my first thought is where is all the water meant to be coming from? Poor Ardingly Reservoir 
is almost empty as it is - standpipes for Christmas?  
It's always nice when someone decides they don't want to keep giving their money to the bigger outlets, a local cattery came to us 
recently to see if we could supply them with what they would normally buy from another source. They gave me the products they 
had used and the price, they were quite happy for us just to match them, but we could in fact save them money as well it’s good to 
get the chance to prove there are times when the bigger outlets aren't always the cheapest and it helps to keep us in business. 
Thank you everyone who bought in cat food and stuff they didn't want any more always gratefully received and if you've got any 
unused toiletries, you don't want then our local Hassocks Food Bank would be grateful to receive them.                                Steve 
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  David J David J   
    StevensStevens  

      Property Maintenance      Property Maintenance  
  
  
  
        Feel free to contact meFeel free to contact me  
          07593 792418 07593 792418   
          djstevens1973@gmail.comdjstevens1973@gmail.com

I AM A SKILLED  
LOCAL BUILDER, BASED 

IN YOUR AREA.    

 

  I specialise in various areas  
  including: 

 
 • Brickwork  • Re-pointing     
 • Patio repairs  
 • Fixing toppled brickwork & walls       
 • Guttering & downpipes  

 

As well as expert decorating services.   
 

I am more than happy to provide  
you with references from satisfied  
customers right here in your area. 
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