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Burgess Hill/ Est since

Hassocks Based QUALIFIED BUILDERS 1976
07514 011782+ 07715 000883

* Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?
o Is your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs
s |s your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?
* Are your GUTTERS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976

Please.call-.us-if you require a FREE estimate
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buuy@ FaithHill
E\Iwe/‘c tri cal Co n tractors Services Ltd

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd . .
All Electrical All Plumbing & Heating
Work Undertaken Works Undertaken
Fully Insured * Free Estimates Boilers Installed, Serviced & Repaired
Local Resident Energy Efficient Solutions for your Home
Contact Ben Watson on Local Resident » Fully Insured
01273 845960 call Stuart on 07738 679167
07971 549939, .., OF Adam on 07983 693089
Efg?g%g?l Safety - EEE? 2 EE?E% admin@faithhillservices.co.uk i
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CONSTRUCTION

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH OUR LOVELY
CUSTOMERS A VERY HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR. ITS BEEN A PLEASURE TO MAKE YOUR
DREAMS COME TRUE
DUE TO ANUMBER OF REQUESTS AND RECENT
FEEDBACK WE NOW HAVE A
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE TEAM AVAILABLE
SO PLEASE GET IN TOUCH FOR ANY SMALL JOBS

email us - info@gibbs-construction.co.uk or call us
on - 07375 057698 please also check out our website to
see some of our projects gibbs-construction.co.uk

General building

Extensions

Garden rooms

Driveways

Exterior repairs and decoFation ’
Interior decoration

Kitchen and bathroom renovations
Full interior refurbishments

Plumbing and electrical works

Roofing repairs and flat roof coverings

Garage conversions

Double glazing @

Small maintenance works
MASTER

Fascias and soffits DUILDERS

fmb.org.uk



HURSTPIERPOINT Eal 19 DITCHLING HANDYMAN

ES.uk Reliable. Honest. Trusted by locals
LAWN MOWER SERVIC Carpentry: Sheds, Pergolas, Fixtures, Fittings
Raised Beds, Fences, Decking, Repairs
Electrics & Plumbing
General Building works
Serving Ditchling with care and craftsmanship
you can count on. References available -
Tel: Rob 07460 465155
www.ditchlinghandyman.com

WWW.

Ride-on Lawnmowers, Lawnmowers,
Strimmers, Chainsaws, Hedgecutters,Leaf
Blowers & much more.

We are your local CO3RA & Masport dealer.

Martin@lawnmowerservices.uk

07719 303299 [l

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
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We thank the late Jean Schwager for this pzcture of Stonepound Crossroads

HAPPY NEW YEAR

N AYN A quze

HEAD SPA

“START THE NEW YEAR REFRESHED 92 KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS BN6 8QL
AT OUR HEAD SPA! ENJOY REJUVENATING @ Instagram - NAYNA HEAD SPA
SCALP TREATMENTS & SOOTHING MASSAGES.
TREAT YOURSELF - BOOK NOW!” 07843 835141




TRACY MULLEY

Home & Office Cleaning Services
Home Help/Carer
Cleaning, Personal Care, Laundry, Animal Care

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING

24hour Call Out  *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer

*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed e

Tel: 07546 260012

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing
T: 01444 239898  M: 07796 263710 305205

IAN THOMPSON We would like to thank every-
one for their cards, messages and condolences on
the sad passing of Ian. It has been a great comfort
to us all how much he was thought of.

The Thompson family

GIRLS’ BRIGADE UNIFORM NEEDED If
anyone has any Girls’ Brigade uniform i.e. the jade
polo shirt and/or navy sweatshirt they no longer re-
quire, please contact me the Captain on 01273
832286 as I wish to pass these onto current girls as
this will save parents having to pay full price for
new uniform and it is good to ‘recycle’.

Margaret Taylor

WHATTO DO
DURING ICE AND SNOW

Being prepared means you are better able
to respond to an emergency.

For power cuts call freephone 105.

For water supply visit
www.water.org.uk/customers/find-your-supplier

For clearing snow or ice visit
www.gov.uk/ clear-snow-road-path-cycleway.

If you're feeling unwell call the NHS on 111.
If you have an emergency dial 999.

Support for the homeless www.streetlink.org.uk.
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The Gilbert and Sullivan Society of Sussex

presents

A
MUSICAL
MYS T ERY

TOUR

Elinor Jane Moran (Soprano), Philip Lee (Tenor)

and Emily Leather (piano)

25th January at 2.45pm
at the Adastra Hall,

THE GILBERT AND SULLIVAN SOCIETY
OF SUSSEX present “A Musical Mystery Tour”.
Elinor Jane Moran (Soprano), Philip Lee (Tenor)
and Emily Leather (piano) on Sunday 25th Jan-
uary, at 2.45 pm at Adastra Hall, Keymer, Has-
socks, West Sussex, BN6 8QH.

Tickets include refreshments. Booking: gandsto-
daysussex@gmail.com. Pennie Ingram

POINT APPLIANCE CARE

ALL ELECTRIC
COOKERS REPAIRED

and most makes of
washing machines

RICHARD WARNER
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QUICK RESPONSE 6
NO CALL OUT FEE/NO VAT i
LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED
UPVC SPECIALISTS
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS
Call Lucy on 07780 840462

Store this number on your phone,
you never know when you will need it.
e: lucylocksmith1@gmail.com
w: lucylocksmith.co.uk

W

Checkatrade
Before you usa tham

AWARD PRESENTATIONS Hurstpierpoint
Gymnastics Club congratulates the 150 award win-
ners at the end of last term.

The gymnasts are marked on a progressively hard
scheme of agilities, then when they have reached
each level of proficiency, they are awarded badges
and certificates from the British Gymnastics Award
scheme. The numbered proficiency badges are fol-
lowed by Advanced Proficiency in Floor skills,
Vaulting and Sports Acrobatic Pairs work. Some
of the recipients have worked for over a year for
their reward — a usual progress speed is an award
every year.

Pictured are Evie Robbins, Jessica Parsons, Sophie
Wingrove, Frankie Ingram, Aya Cornwall and
Elodie Cutts with their awards.

Practice is already underway for the Arts Compe-
tition on the 21t March, with ribbon, beam and
ball routines being worked alongside the ever pop-
ular Sports Acrobatic Sixes.

There are vacancies for pre-school children on Fri-
day afternoons who have passed their third birth-
day, for boys and girls from Reception to Year 6
on Tuesdays and for girls from Reception to Year
11 on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Anyone inter-

) HANDYMANFRIDAY j

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don't have time to take on all those jobs that
need doing? Don't worry.... I'm here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service
All types of work undertaken, inside and out
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,
curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,
carpentry and much, much more. “Fully insured”

Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com
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a BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 0

oy Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP
Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals g

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
For essential foot health maintenance treatments
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Nail Cutting ¢ Corns ¢ Callus (5
Diabetic Foot Care ¢ Verrucae ¢ Fungal Infections

-

>

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement

(4 07400 395535
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ested should contact the Club to find the up-to-date

position.

Free starter places are still available for Pre-school

children from Sayers Common.

More details of the Club can be found at

www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk.  Andrew Hair
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TURNER

PLUMBING & HEATING

A BOILER SERVICING INSTALLATION

& REPAIR

07931343689

TURNERPLUMBINGHEATING@OUTLOOK.COM

PLUMBING AND HEATING SYSTEM

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING &
HEATING




ELITE GARAGE DOORS

* NEW DOORS

* AUTOMATION
* REPAIRS

* GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

PEST CONTROL

Wasps ® Moles ® Mice ~ e
Rats ® Squirrels
Fleas o Ants g

trap moles.
No mole
No fee!

JAZZ LUNCH WITH THE NEW MUSKAT
RAMBLERS Come to the Hassocks Pub Function
Room on the second Tuesday in January, March,
May, July, September and November for great food,
great jazz and great company.

You will be entertained by The New Muskat Ram-
blers, Peter Leonard (Lead, Trumpet). Alan Cress-
well (Clarinet), Rob Pearce (Trombone). Bill
Stagg (Banjo), Andy Lawrence (String Bass) and
Paul Norman (Drums).

Doors open 11.30 am, the Jazz starts at 12 pm, a set
lunch is served during the performance and the Jazz
finishes at around 2.45 pm.

Advance bookings only via QD Stationery, 52
Keymer Road, Hassocks or call 01273 846978 (An-
swerphone out of hours). Chris Lambe

HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY meetings for Jan-
uary are on Monday 12th January. ‘The Balcombe
Tunnel Murder (1881)’ by James Gardner.

Monday 26th January ‘Bishopstone in History’ by
Ian Everest.

Meetings are held at a Adastra Hall and commence
at 7.45 pm.

Small entrance fee for members and visitors with tea
or coffee and biscuits served during the break.
Come and have an enjoyable evening amongst
friendly local people - all welcome.

For further information please contact me the sec-
retary 01273 832351. Beryl Varley

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the Ramblers'
group for the Mid Sussex area we offer a varied pro-
gramme of walks throughout the year to suit all ages
and abilities. Our walks programme is available on
our website: www.midsussexramblers.co.uk along
with information about the group.

Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and weekends
throughout the year and vary in length from 4-12
miles. During the summer there are short walks on
Wednesday evenings, trial walks and leisurely na-
ture walks.

New and experienced walkers are both very wel-
come and if you would like to try one of our walks
please get in touch via the Contact Form on our
website, or email msrpublicity@gmail.com or tele-
phone our Secretary and Publicity Officer, Sue
Blandford, on 01403 255654.

%X

LANDSCAPING
e Fencing

e Paving/Driveways

e Hard/Soft Landscaping

e Ground Works/Drainage

e Sheds/Shed Bases ¢ Garden Rooms

Est. 2010 and free quotations

Call Gary on
07920 197215

e Lawn Mowing

e Hedge Cutting

e Garden Clearance

e Maintenance e Turfing
e Tree Stump Removal

/
&
p c—0)




klayskool

Ditchling Common - Sussex

2026 COURSE DATES NOW AVAILABLE FOR BOOKING

New to klay? Our beginner taster session lets you try throwing on the wheel
or hand building. In 3 hours you'll learn to center klay, shape simple forms
like bowls and add glazes. It’s the perfect way to get a feel for the craft.

For more details please visit www.klayskool.co.uk

KITCHEN CAROUSEL

WE DESIGN, MANUFACTURE, FIT & REFURBISH KITCHENS

ESTABLISHED IN DITCHLING FOR OVER 35 YEARS

Who are Kitchen Carousel? No doubt you've seen our advert before. My name is
Stephen Hamilton and have been designing, hand building, installing and project
managing kitchens in the local area for over 35 years. My skilled and friendly
team make sensibly priced kitchens which we project manage right through from
beginning to the end including the plumbing, tiling and electrical work.

Choose from either a complete new kitchen design or a refresh by replacing just
the doors / drawers for a brand new look. Call us for a chat or email us
and we can arrange a free site visit to discuss your ideas.

info@kitchencarosusel.co.uk www.kitchencarousel.co.uk




uPVC Windows & Doors
Conservatories & Porches
Cladding, Fasias & Guttering

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

A small local company with a brilliant reputation
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

All aspects of building work
Roofing Kitchens
Pointing Bathrooms
Decorating General Maintenance

HASSOCKS WI — Meet on 3rd Monday in the
month at Adastra Hall, doors open at 7.30 pm,
evening starts at 7.45 pm.

What happened to 2025? November saw a very
informative afternoon with Kay Birch from Safe
in Sussex and Lauren Acton from freedom leisure.
Here is useful information -24 hour National Do-
mestic Abuse helpline 0808 2000 247,
www.safeinsussex.co.uk,
www.westsussex.gov.uk search domestic abuse,
www.rise.org.uk.

A good number of us enjoyed the drumming and
percussion workshop lead by Sean from Drum-
heads. You don’t know what you missed, it was
soothing, rthythmic and brash, fabulous. Thank
you, Maureen, for taking the lively photos during
the evening.

The Craft Club made beautiful Christmas wreaths,
mine lasted well. Our Christmas party showcased
the talents of some of our members and was very
enjoyable. Thank you to everyone who made the
evening so festive.

Craft Club will be Monday 5th January.

At our January meeting (19" Janaury) we always
stuff breast cancer cushions which have already

been sewn. We discuss the resolutions and chat.
February meeting is our AGM with a recap of the
past year, plans for 2026, committee changes
(some may be leaving newbies are always wel-
come, so think about it). Then we will enjoy listen-
ing to Belinda and Dave entertain us with keyboard
playing and operatic singing, possibly a musical
quiz.
So much to enjoy during the miserable dark winter
so don’t be alone or lonely, come along, visitors
welcome (donation). There will be cake. Gerry

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY. On Tuesday 13" Jan-
uary at 7.30 pm The talk is on “The Cuckmere
River,” It will be a geographical and historical trip
along the River Cuckmere, from its source in the
Sussex Weald to when it reaches the sea at Cuck-
mere Haven. The speaker is Dr Geoffrey Mead.
Please Note! This talk will be held at our new
venue, The Players Theatre at 147 High Street,
Hurstpierpoint. Small charge for Non Members.
All welcome. For further details please email
hurst.hist.geog.soc@gmail.com.

Jackie Simmons

K. W. CARPENTRY & BUILDING SERVICES

Your friendly local contractor

Established 2011 ~ Free Quotes ~ Advice On Request
Fully Insured ~ City & Guilds Qualified

07772 580744 kwilliams.carpentry@gmail.com

THOMPSON PLUMBING & HEATING
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER
Gas Safe Registered

07966 275918

Elite Taxis (Hassocks)

24 hours ¢ Advanced Bookings Only ¢ 6 Seater Available

10% off Match Day Drops offs to the Amex

Airports * Seaports
Vineyards/Brewery ¢ Sports Events
Evenings Out * Hospital Appointment
Long Distance ¢ Corporate & Business

Call Jeff
© 07979 180289

elitetaxis88@gmail.com ¢ elitetaxis.uk




Kevin Jerrey

Interior & Exterior Decorating
*Over 30 years experience ¢ Advanced City & Guilds_i_’

1L 01273844213 _

SOUTH DOWN GUIDING So who are we?
South Down is the name of the Guiding Division
that looks after the units in Ditchling, Hassocks and
Hurstpierpoint and we are part of the wider Sussex
Central County.

There has been a Guiding presence in the three vil-
lages since 1924 when the 1* Hassocks Guide unit
was first registered celebrating one hundred years
in Hassocks last year.

Recently we achieved a Guiding first when 3 mem-
bers of the same family made their promise on the
same evening. Our lovely new leader in Ditchling,
Sian Fforde made her promise with our Division
Commissioner Sue Davis, then Sian enrolled no
less than 10 new Brownies- including her own two
daughters.

C.B.C. Fencing

All Fencing Work Undertaken
Decking & Garden Buildings
Free Quotation * Reliable Service

Call Chris
Mobile;: 07717 574026

Over 20 years experience

Sadly, we have recently had to close a couple of
units due to a lack of volunteer leaders which
means there are less Guide, Brownie and Rainbows
places available. Our remaining units are all run-
ning on the minimum leaders that is possible, we
really want to keep these units open so Guiding can
continue in South Down for another century.

So, this is an appeal to you all, (yes men too — there
are many non-leader roles to be filled) to consider
a role in Guiding. We need leaders, helpers, trea-
surers’ administrators, fundraisers.

Leaders will receive comprehensive training
mostly available to complete online at your own
pace and you will also have an experienced exist-
ing leader to support you and guide you through
the training.

In Hassocks and Hurstpierpoint we are very lucky
to own our own halls. Both villages have a fantas-
tic, but small, team of volunteers to manage day-
to-day maintenance of the halls we are of course
very grateful to them for volunteering to do this.
We are always looking for new volunteers to help
maintain the halls, particularly if you have building
maintenance, financial or secretarial skills or just
would like to help. We would also like to build up
a pool of skilled consultant electricians, builders,
gardeners etc that we could refer to as and when
needed for advice on maintenance issues. If you
can help in any way we would love to hear from
you.

Were you a Guide once? Do you remember your
leaders and the fun you had?

You could help the next generation of Girls have
as much fun as you once did.

If you are interested and would like to find out
what we do or help in any way, please contact Sue
at beacondistrictsd@gmail.com. Sue Davis
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PC Problems?

...we come to you

* New Computers

* Laptop Setup

* Wireless Setup

e Printer Setup

e Servicing & Clean up

¢ Computer Repairs
e Hardware Upgrades
e Software Issues
*Data Recovery
e Virus & Malware
Removal
* Networking

07771588 577

rob@rhaskins.co.uk

" JB FENCING )

ALL TYPES OF FENCING & GATES

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed

Sheds and Bases

No job too small

Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

\_ Mobile 07713 132489 /

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks, 01273
844461, www.achassocks.co.uk, Facebook —
Age Concern Hassocks.

First of all, we would like to wish you all a very
Happy New Year!

December was a busy month at the centre, and we
would like to take this opportunity to say thank you
to all those, who made it a fun and happy time.
Thank you to Windmills Junior School and Down-
lands, who sang beautifully for us, and to Eaton
and Webb also came along to entertain us, which
everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

We held four Christmas lunches during the month.
Thank you to our staff and volunteers for making
these possible and ensuring everyone had a good
time. We are also incredibly grateful to Tates Gar-
den Centre Hassocks for donating a lovely Christ-
mas tree, which was the focus of our decorations.
Our Christmas Fair was well attended and a suc-
cess. We would like to thank our volunteers for
their hard work, and those in the community who
donated prizes for the raffle: QD Stationery, The
Hassocks Hotel, The Sussex Grocer, Louisa
Vaughan (Tropic Skincare), and Jean Barton.
Moving on into 2026, January will be a quieter
month at the centre, but we will still be offering
our members and everyone who comes to the cen-
tre a warm welcome, hot drinks, delicious food and
cakes.

On the 6™ °f January, Community Energy Path-
ways will be here to provide energy saving advice
and on the 8™ January Silvertime Legal will visit
us to give information on legal and tax matters.
Please come and have a look around - our dining
room has been recently refurbished and looks fan-
tastic — definitely worth a look!

We look forward to seeing you. A/l at Age Concern

MY GRATEFUL THANKS TO HASSOCKS’
FAVOURITE BUTCHER ANDY TWINE who
has kindly housed collecting cans during the year
for CICRA - Crohn’s in Childhood Research As-
sociation. My thanks also to Andy’s colleagues be-
hind the counter - always a cheery smile and hullo
to be had.

To Andy’s customers a ‘BIG’ thank you for your
kind generosity throughout 2025. It is not always
easy to find ‘extra change’ to put in the can and I
want you to know that is is very much appreciated
by CICRA who are working so very hard funding
research to find a cure for the IBS illnesses which
can affect all age groups as well as children.
My personal thanks to you ALL - I wish you a
Happy and Healthy New Year. Dorrie

PLEASE MAY WE CONVEY OUR THANKS

TO THE GROUP OF PEOPLE who came to my

aid when I kissed the pavement on the corner of

Downsview Road and Keymer Road on Sunday

the 30th November.

Two people picked me up; one gave tissues and

two people walked me home.

Your kindness was much appreciated. I’'m recov-

ering well and wish you all a Happy New Year.
Mary

STAR CINEMA Friday 16th January at the
Adastra hall. The film is MR BURTON, based on
a remarkable true story of the life of Richard Bur-
ton. It stars Lesley Manville, Toby Jones, and
Harry Lawtey as Richard Burton. Doors open at 7
for a 7 30 start. Tickets are available on the door.
Tea, coffee, wine, and the popular raffle. The Star
Team look forward to welcoming you.

Liz Edmunds




Counselling at The Garden Rooms

A safe therapeutic offering in Hassocks, where you can
explore difficult feelings without judgement

Contact Emma 07866 682691 @/

emma@thegardenroomshassocks.co.uk
We thank Nicola for the following article:- 1 am not
an eco warrior or eco specialist, in fact I initially
agreed with the comments in December’s edition
for the “Back Page Gossip”. The whole new 123
bin collection thing seemed so odd to me too, I had
to educate myself as to why the need for the
changes? Or as some describe “the unworkable,
shambles” at a surface level it could appear that
way. After a bit of research my very humble under-
standing is now as follows.
After agricultural and fossil fuels industries, food
waste in landfill is a significant cause of methane
gas. Waste food is buried under other household
waste and decomposes in anaerobic conditions
(without access to oxygen), creating a favourable
environment for bacteria that produce methane, a
dangerous greenhouse gas. It makes sense to pro-
tect the environment we live in, therefore the gov-
ernment passed legislation that by March 2026, all
English councils must offer weekly food waste col-
lection, it’s not an idea MSDC plucked out of
nowhere! According to waste management infor-

Double Glazing

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - Roofline

01444 2460051

www_keymerdoubleglazing co uk

mation available online at Mid Sussex District
Council website, food waste accounted for approx-
imately 38% of household waste.

Financially and morally food waste should be kept
to a minimum. The odd banana skin, and tea bags
for those who do not produce a lot of food waste,
can all add up across many households. Just a few
banana skins can produce enough energy to charge
a mobile phone when sent to an anaerobic digester
to be processed into renewable energy and bio-fer-
tiliser.

If all is recycled carefully and correctly for the vast
majority of us there will be sufficient services to
process our waste in the most environmentally-
friendly manner possible. (With the exception of
Christmas, being the tricky time it always is with
our extra waste. Households with young children
in nappies or other medical conditions producing
similar which normally go in the black bin could be
an issue with the new general waste three weekly
cycle).

*Put even small amounts of food waste into the
food bin. It can be placed straight into the food bin
as is, or it can be lined with newspaper or put in
correct bio-friendly bags. It shouldn’t smell as
being collected weekly, it will smell if one incor-
rectly puts in the black bin general waste which is
on the three weekly collection. Plus, food waste in-
correctly placed in black bin will be taking up valu-
able black bin space, destined to produce methane
gas in landfill. (Or if concerned re particularly
smelly waste food items during 1 week, freeze in
appropriate bio food bag to put in bin night before,
that’s what they do in Australia for the stinky
shrimp shells, after a barbecue!).

*If small groups of flats do not produce a lot of
food waste, share a food bin with a neighbour. Take

P.R. ROOFING LTD

(Established 1989)

* GRP Fibre Glass Roofs

* Flat Roofs

* EPDM Rubber Roofs

* Chimney Repairs & Pointing

* Tiling, Slating

* Moss Removal

* uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

01273 843576 or 07710 947646




Seasonal Garden Tidies
Regular Maintenance Packages
Large Garden Specialists
Planting - Pruning- Hedge cutting
Mowing - Pressure washing
Large or Small Improvements

RO O T E D Residential & Commercial work

GARDEN SERVICES Checkatrade.com ;52,

Where reputation matters

Free Estimates e Fully Insured e RHS Qualified

Rob Eager rob@rootedgardens.com
Henfield 01273 491556 / 07751 063546

rootedgardens.com

it in turns to clean with a little hot water every
now and then if felt necessary. Or contact MSDC
for a food bin if flats are a couple of bins short
following the recent allocation of the new food
bins.

*Fold cardboard boxes to create more space in the
recycling bin. Don’t incorrectly use space in black
bin for items that can be recycled. Extra recycle
bins can be requested. Tin cans and glass bottles
can take from 10 to over 100 years to decompose
in landfill but can be infinitely recycled. Not for-
getting other recyclable items.

*Where possible take all large items to the tip.
Burgess Hill tip has an excellent in and out booking
system.

*Soft plastics need to go to supermarket points
where possible (difficult for those who don’t drive
or visit supermarkets to shop), as they are made
from complex materials which are difficult to cycle
and clog up the household recycling machines.
For food waste two environmentally friendly ac-
tions that are relatively simple are, reduce food
waste where possible in the first place, and put any

Gmma Delia

Mobile Hair

Fully qualified stylist in
Mens, Ladies & Children

OAP Discount e Affordable Prices
In the convenience of your own home

HOLLINGUM ELECTRICAL LTD

Local, Friendly, Efficient
No Job too small
Now Installing EV Chargers
Call for a free quote

Telephone Josh on 07818 017917

wl=e=ae  jOshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk
== & www. hollingumelectrical.co.uk

food leftovers/waste in the new bin. Climate change
and global warming is very real, we can all help to-
wards some damage limitation for us now, and for
our future generations. How we correctly deal with
food waste is just one way of many, and after all it’s
not that complicated or massively time consuming
to pop food waste in the correct bin, knowing it’s
collected weekly.

We thank Shelia for the following email:- 1 totally
agree with Steve in his back page column about the
bin collection.

Regarding the food caddies, no one asked if we
wanted one in the first place, I would have declined,
but we were given one anyway and it is a pain in
the proverbial, and just one more thing to think
about. One week the food bin was left open, and
full of rainwater and a few slugs for good measure
As for black bins being collected every three weeks,
this is disgusting, the thought of them being full of
soiled nappies in the hot weather doesn’t bear think-
ing about.

We are disabled pensioners with a small kitchen,
and the extra bin and food caddy take up precious
space. WE JUST DO NOT WANT THEM
THANK YOU.

Call 07769 746944

BEACON DISTRICT TREFOIL GUILD Our
November meeting was very well attended. We
made novelties for the Christmas tree and some ed-
ible fun things.

December saw us at Aroma Cafe. We enjoyed our
Christmas dinner and party. We helped a special
member celebrate her 90th Birthday!

January will be a planning meeting.

We meet at the Guide Hall, Semley Road on the 3rd
Wednesday in the month. 7.45 pm for 8 pm.
Visitors are always welcome! Pam Strong
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All aspects undertaken including:

e kitchens e built in wardrobes e flooring

e decking e storage solutions e doors
FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED

07796 140962 / 01273 846278

Call Chris or visit WWW.coopcarpentry.com )

.

SB Developments

Local builder with over 30 years experience
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

FULLY INSURED < RELIABLE
CONSIDERATE ¢ TIDY ¢ FREE QUOTES
Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work

0771 362 3949

www.sbdevs.co.uk e stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET is held on the
fourth Saturday of the month (although December
is a week earlier) and has a fantastic range of stalls
selling hand-made local produce which includes
chocolate, pies, olive oil, skincare, soaps and
beauty products, teas and coffees, macarons, bread
and pastries, cakes, seasonal organic fruit and veg-
ctables, flowers, plants, jam and chutneys, beef
jerky, olives, home made Indian foods, falafels,
craft items and even dog treats for your favourite
pooch. The market has a wonderful community
atmosphere where friends meet for a chat and often
a coffee and cake in the Age Concern cafe, so do
come along each month and support this commu-
nity event. Please also use the local shops in Has-
socks as the traders value your custom and the
additional trade the market brings to the village
each month.

The market is kindly hosted by Age Concern in
their car park, Dale Avenue, Hassocks from 9 am
to 12.30 pm and their charity shop is also open until
12 pm to browse. The extremely popular Repair
Cafe runs inside Age Concern (except August and
December) and the Community Veg Patch wel-
comes visitors to the garden behind Age Concern.

? 5o,
ae
Landscapes & Maintenance
General Garden Maintenance * Tree Surgery
Hard & Soft Landscaping * Wildlife Gardens

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister Bsc mphi

01273 447400
07775 610186

No fob too small... free quotes
www.briansgardens.co.uk

There are monthly posts on Hassocks Uncovered to
remind you of the dates and we look forward to wel-
coming you! Amanda Felix

DITCHLING DOWNS WI A group of us were
treated to a fascinating tour of Wren’s churches in
London in October, learning so much about the ar-
chitecture, the artwork inside the churches, and the
way that life was lived in London in the 17th/18th
centuries. Definitely a visit to be repeated. We are
now finalising our programme of speakers for next
year and looking forward to a wide range of very
interesting topics from Jane Austen, to the Maritime
Volunteer Service, to learning how to do Lasting
Power of Attorney.

We love to welcome visitors and new members to
our meetings - if you’re interested, please email
gmtennant.ddwi@yahoo.com. Alison White

HEBER OPERA is looking forward to serenading
you on Valentine’s day with an offering of musical
delights on the theme of love from various musical
genres. Our principal singers will be performing
solos, duets and ensemble numbers for your enter-
tainment at Hurstpierpoint Village Centre on Satur-
day 14 February, starting at 6pm.
If you are not free on Valentine’s Day itself, another
performance of the concert is taking place at The
Chapel Royal, North Street, Brighton on Friday
13th February at 7.30 pm.
Tickets for either performance are including a glass
of wine and are on sale from 1st January
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/heberopera or by
calling 07867 975967. Seats are unreserved.

Jenny Hawkes

REMEMBER FEBRUARY ISSUE

DEADLINE 1ST JANUARY




S s YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT LOCKSMITH

LOCKS & ALARMS

Faulty Door or Windows Locks? Broken or Lost Keys? Locked Out?

e DBS Checked e Over 20 Years Experience ¢ Fully Insured

* Commercial & Domestic ¢ Free Security Surveys ¢ Master Key Systems
* Locks Supplied & Fitted « UPVC Door Specialist

Tel: 01273 068 086 * Mobile : 07538 521 210

Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk * www.snsecurity.co.uk

A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF AN MP One thing
I have learnt over the last 18 months is that every
week looks different for an MP. Sometimes the
rough plan that you had for the week goes com-
pletely out of the window and you learn to expect
the unexpected. I thought it would be interesting
to share with you what I got up to during a week at
the end of last year, so that you can find out a bit
more about what I get up to.

In quite an unusual start to the week, I caught a
train up to London and headed straight to Downing
Street with other MPs and campaigners to present
the ‘Save our IB’ petition to the Prime Minister.
This petition is calling for the government to re-
verse their cuts to post-16 courses like the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate programme in colleges like
Varndean, something a number of Hassocks stu-
dents have benefitted from over the years.

On Tuesday, I put forward an amendment to the
Devolution & Community Empowerment Bill. My
proposed change to this law would strengthen the
ability of our town and parish councils to bid for
assets of community value, rather than them being
overlooked in favour of private sales. Later that
day, I also took part in a roundtable with charities
and other MPs at the Department for Health and
Social Care about acute children’s mental health
services.

On Wednesday, during Prime Ministers Questions
(PMQs), I got to ask the Prime Minister a question
about delayed hospital discharges caused by a lack
of social care support. Shocklingly, University
Hospitals Sussex have on average 350 people who
are well enough to leave hospital but cannot be sent
home. This is equivalent to all the beds in the
Princess Royal Hospital. I asked the PM what the
government were going to do about this.

After listening to the Chancellor deliver the Bud-

get, | headed back to Mid Sussex and straight into
some Christmassy constituency events.

First on the agenda was the Christmas wrapping
day at Haywards Heath Town Council as part of
their ‘Leave No One Behind at Christmas’ cam-
paign. I then headed to Burgess Hill Girls, where I
presented the first-place prize to Isabelle, the over-
all winner of my Christmas card competition. I also
attended the switching on of their Christmas lights.
On Saturday, I lent a hand at the Winter Food Col-
lection at the Tesco Superstore in Burgess Hill. 1
got the opportunity to chat with Fareshare, a char-
ity that works with organisations across Surrey and
Sussex to redistribute food and reduce food waste.
I very much enjoyed taking part in 2024, so it was
great to get the opportunity to go back for a second
year. I then ended the week with some canvassing
in Burgess Hill, chatting to residents on the
doorstep, and writing my Monday Mail newsletter.
Every week looks different, but it is always excit-
ing. If you have any questions about my role or
how I can assist you, please do get in contact via
email at alison.bennett.mp@parliament.uk
Happy New Year to you all! Alison Bennett

DROP-IN ADVICE SESSIONS Lewes District
Citizens Advice is a local, independent charity. Of-
fering free, confidential and impartial advice.
Drop in for a chat at Quaker Meeting House, East
Gardens, Ditchling from 10.30 am to 1.30 pm on
Tuesday 24th February, Tuesday 26th May,
Tuesday 25th August or Tuesday 24th November.
Help with benefits, housing issues, cost of living,
debt, energy and much more. Free advice line on
0808 2787892 Tuesday to Thursday 10 am to 3 pm
or e-mail info at lewes districtca.org.uk.

Nicola Mendelsohn




STATION GARAGE Hassocks 01273 844256
Proud sponsors of ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

SUSSEX PATHFINDERS RAMBLING CLUB

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION — HAS-

Happy New Year and I wish everyone good health
and happiness.

If you would like to increase your fitness levels
and enjoy fresh air why not spend a few hours
with SPRC and meet like minded people.

We meet every weekend and have seven very dif-
ferent walks arranged for January as follows - Sat-
urday, 3" January, Chanctonbury Ring, 5.5
miles.

Sunday, 4™ January, Bolney, 7 miles through
woodland and fields.

Saturday, 10" January, High Salvington, Wor-
thing. This will be a hilly 5 miles.

Sunday, 11" January, Sompting. 8 miles across
downland via the South Downs Way and Monar-
chs Way.

Saturday, 17" January, Whiteways Lodge, north
of Arundel. 5.5 miles along the South Downs
Way.

Sunday, 18™ January, Hangleton, Hove. 8.5
miles exploring the history of the Devil’s Dyke.
Saturday, 24™ January, Worthing seafront. This
is a 4.5 mile linear walk along the Coastal Path to
Rustington. You may wish to catch a bus back to
the start point or double the walking distance.
There is no need to book, just turn up and intro-
duce yourself to the group leader. Full details of
all our walks through to the end of June can be
seen on our website -
www.sussexpathfinders.org.uk. Diann

MID SUSSEX FLOORING
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer
with over 20 years experience.
Offering a range of all types of flooring
brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call
01273 844739 or 07970 636160

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk
Checiatrade

Brofors oo wusa thome

SOCKS POPPY APPEAL Hello Everyone — I
would just like to thank the following shops and
businesses that have supported the RBL Poppy Ap-
peal for 2025.
Keymer: Aroma Café and The Greyhound.
Hassocks: Adastra Kitchen, Bakeout
Bowley, Sussex Grocer, The Corner Café, Down-
lands Community School Office, Garden Bar and
Café¢, Hassocks Barbers, Hassocks Fish & Chips,
Hassocks Hardware, Hassocks Infant School, Mor-
risons
Proper Café, QD Stationery, Sainsburys, The Has-
socks Hotel, The Windmills Junior School.
In addition, the No 16 Army Cadet Force, Hurst-
pierpoint have also collected.
Please accept a very grateful and heartfelt thank you
to all of you who have given so generously. [ will
publish the total amount collected in the February
edition of Talk About and Village Voice. Wishing
you all a very successful 2026. Margaret Bovill,
RBL Ditchling & District Branch, Poppy Appeal
Organiser for Keymer and Hassocks.

Margaret E Bovill

KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB After the
overeating and lack of exercise during the Christ-
mas and New Year festive season, if you need some
gentle exercise to shift the odd acquired pound, why
not join thirty others and try Folk Dancing at the
URC Church Hall on Monday evenings.

We have two meetings on the 5" and 19" January.
On the 19" January we welcome back Sally and
Co to play the music. Meetings start at 7.30 pm and
finish at 9.30 pm.

More details can be found at
www.keymerfolkdanceclub.co.uk or email
keymerfdc@gmail.com. Sean Goddard

NSPCC Thank you everyone who came to our
Quiz night on 22nd November. Because of your
generosity, we raised an amazing £936.

This is much needed income to support NSPCC
Childline so that they can be there for the vulnerable
children in our area who contact them for support
or advice. Belinda



QD STATIONERY

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks
01273 846978

*PLEASE ORDER YOUR BALLOONS IN ADVANCE



KITGHEN DOORS

Made to Measure Makeovers

Google  ypTO50% LESS THAN A NEW KITCHEN X Trustpiiot

Reviews

by simply replacing the doors & worktops

BEST OFFER QUALITY NO LOCAL FATHER &
GUARANTEED GUARANTEED DEPOSIT SON TEAM
We will beat any like for Doors & worktops from Only pay on Personal service from start
like quotation the UK's leading satisfactory completion to finish. No salesmen or
manufacturers subcontracted fitters

FREE HOME APPOINTMENT
Kitchen Doors specialise in supplying and fitting new kitchen doors and worktops to transform your kitchen.
Please contact us for more information or to book your free home appointment.

(website) www.kitchendoors.org (mobile) Michael - 07764 440715

DAME VERA LYNN CHILDREN’S CHARITY RAISE £15.000 AT
EXCLUSIVE EVENT AT LAMBETH PALACE

On Thursday 27 November, Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity hosted an exclusive Iuncheon at
Lambeth Palace. The charity, which supports children under five with cerebral palsy, chromosome
abnormalities and rare genetic disorders was joined by special guests Sir Edward Davey MP FRSA,
Leader of the Liberal Democrats, and his wife Emily Gasson, who shared their own personal con-
nection with the charity.

This unique event celebrated the extraordinary impact of the charity’s loyal supporters, ahead of
their 25" anniversary year. Guests enj joyed a drinks reception in the State Draw- ‘
ing Room with Sussex produced wines and soft drinks from spon- » i
sors Stopham Vineyard, Wiston Wine Estate and )
Folkington’s Juices, before moving into the breath- %
taking Guards Room for lunch.

The charity hosted a live auction, compered by par-
ent, Richard Taylor-Johnson, whose son Josh was
supported by the charity. Every penny raised at the
event will help to provide a range of early interven-
tion support services to children and their families.
The charity offers physiotherapy/ conductive educa-
tion, music therapy, speech and language therapy, re-
bound therapy, swimming sessions and outreach
home-play — all free of charge. With no waiting list to
start at the charity, families can refer themselves if they feel they /48
are in need of support.

Glenys Creese, CEO of Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity said
“We are so grateful to have hosted an event at such an eminent lo-
cation. This event has helped to raise over £15,000 in crucial funds /& 4
for the children we support, allowing families to see their child
reach milestones they once thought were out of reach. We are so
grateful to every one of our supporters who joined us on the day, |
and a special thanks to our sponsors: Homewood Rail, Robert
Walters, Folkington’s, Wiston Estate and Stopham Vineyard.” Molly Devine




Monday - Sotwrday. 7.30am - 4.00 pm* excunding Bonk Holidays
FAMILY BULK BUYS - ALL BAGGED & READY FOR YOUR FREEZER

5lb Extra Lean Mince Beef £23.99 - 5Ib Chicken Breast Fillets £20.99
5Ib Back Bacon £17.99 (smoked/unsmoked) « 5Ib Pork Loin Steaks £18.99
5Ib Chicken Thighs £11.99 - 5Ib Braising Steak £26.99

POP IN & SEE US * PHONE ORDERS TAKEN ¢ FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

RECYCLE YOUR TREE AND HELP A CHILD
WITH CEREBRAL PALSY THIS CHRISTMAS

This Christmas, Dame Vera Lynn Children’s Charity is asking peo-
ple to recycle their Christmas trees so they can con-
tinue to transform young children’s lives in 2026.
The charity will be collecting trees directly from sup-
porters’ homes on 4, 5 and 6 January. For a suggested
donation of £15, you can help children with motor
learning impairments to unlock their full potential and
recycle your tree at the same time.
You can support a child like Jothi.
Following a traumatic birth, Jothi spent the first 93 days
of his life in neonatal intensive care. Suffering brain dam-
age, Jothi was eventually diagnosed with cerebral palsy,
and his parents were told he would have a poor quality of
life. S
“We felt totally lost and isolated when we left hospital with §&
a nearly one-year-old with such high support needs. Now
we are learning that with the right techniques or
equipment, it is possible to make that happen for
him in his own way. One of the main reasons he
has progressed so well is down to this addi-
tional support and therapeutic input.” — Kate,
Jothi’s mum.
If you don’t have a real Christmas tree, you
can still support DVLCC this Christmas. The
charity is looking for volunteers to help col-
lect trees on 4th, 5th and 6th January.
For more information, and to book,
please visit
www.dvlce.org.uk/christmas,
or call 01444 473274. The final date for booking
is Thursday 2nd January. Molly Devine




THE HASSOCKS

—Traditional Pub—
‘WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY’

visit www.thehassocks.co.uk for info & how to book

FUNCTION ROOM [i%. 58
FOR HIRE [

' CHUCKABURGER POP UP
Self Contained with Bar " '
Fridays are Free for Charity Events *

Fully Air Conditioned RO i
PA System or DJ Available FRI. 16TH & 30TH JAN. - 5PM

Seating for up to 50 p€Ople SEANN WALSH
3 Course Meals or Hot & Cold Buffets [ ¥

Ideal for Family Celebrations,
Birthdays. Anniversaries,
Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More

Call Chris on 01273 842113 for details.

*Terms and conditions apply

COME AND WATCH ALL YOUR
FAVOURITE SPORTS WITH US

Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113



LEE’'S LOCKS

NO CALL OUT CHARGE!
All locks fitted to insuranc e BS3621

Mortice Locks - Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed - O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work - UPVC Specialist
Digital Locks -Window Locksa
Garage Door - UPVC/Patio
Police Checked - No VAT!!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it

Mob: 07921 068564
Tel: 01273 803084
Email: lee®lees-locks.com

SREE 0800 44 88 147 Eiecxkatrade
DITCHLING PLAYERS - SPRING 2026

* Removals John Broomfield
* Storage REMOVALS Ltd

* House Clearances
* Fully Insured

» Packaging
* + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION -

PRODUCTION A happy New Year to you
all from the Ditchling Players.

We do hope that you managed to pay a visit to
Cranford (our November 2025 production) and
that you enjoyed the production. There was
certainly a lot of hard work both by the cast and
back stage crew involved but it was all worth
whole.

So now we're putting aside the bonnets and pet-
ticoats and looking forward to our Spring pro-
duction which will be a crime/thriller -
unfortunately I can't give you any definite de-
tails at the moment but I can tell you that the
audition will be taking place on Wednesday
28th January at Ditchling Village Hall form
7.30 pm to 9 pm.

Further details of the play; roles etc will be put
on our website - www.ditchlingplayers.org.uk
and our Facebook page, once everything has
been confirmed. So please keep checking those
sites for breaking news!

DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH On

behalf of our President, Mrs Virginia Lewis-
Jones, Vice President, Mrs Juliet Olsworth-
Peter JP, DL, Chair Mrs Catharine Robinson
and the Branch Committee, we would like to
thank the following who have supported our
Poppy Appeal for 2025: Ditchling Hair Studio,
Ditchling Museum of Art and Craft, Ditchling
Pharmacy, Ditchling Post Office, Dumbrells,
Macs Farm, Mid Sussex Golf Club, Notcutts
Garden Centre, The Oaks Farm Shop and Caf¢,
St George’s Park, St Margaret’s C of E School,
The Bull Ditchling, The Green Welly, The Nut-
meg Tree, The White Horse Public House.

In addition, our wonderful collectors Bridget,
Brenda, Colin, Eileen and Maz. Please accept
a very grateful and heartfelt thank you to all of
you who have given so generously. We will
publish the total amount collected in the Febru-
ary edition of Talk About and Village Voice. On
behalf of the Committee, we wish you all a
very happy and successful 2026..

David Tettersell Margaret E Bovill
G (| M.7. Padgnart
Tiling CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Slating Carpentry & Joinery * Project Management
Lead Work Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
Chimney Repointing Q Extensions & Refurbishments
Guttering Call for a frdee_ estimate @ General Maintenance
Moss Clearing o e L Fully Insured
o ccins & Soffits 5 aav0m0 01825 714526 Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com




| D.Ritchie (" JASPER )
Painting and Decorating FENCING
Interior and Exterior CONTRACTORS
Wallpapering
Plastering and Coving All types of fencing and
Tiling gates supplied and erected
26
7979 il 01273 8435710r 07801 370700
iack_ritchie@hotmail.com L www.jasperfencing.co.uk y

THE ‘NO’ YEAR RESOLUTION

Happy New Year! However you choose to celebrate, I hope your festive season was full of peace,
joy, and mega loads of cheese. I always have a new year’s resolution and try to make them positive.
Apologise less. Dance more. Wear the shoes. Before you stop reading for fear of me going full ‘live,
laugh, love’ don’t worry, I’m heading somewhere.

2026 is going to be the year of boundaries. As well-meaning humans, and especially in the UK, we
can be a little too agreeable, put up with stuff, get on with it. But as nature illustrates, it doesn’t have
to be this way.

There are not many better boundary-setting role models than those species who ward off others as
standard. Camouflage antithesis, these creatures make themselves obvious to warn incomers that
they’re not to be messed with. It’s called aposematism, a defence mechanism utilised by certain
species across the board, invertebrates, plants, mammals, birds, fish and fungi. Told you I had a point.
There are a few different types of aposematism.

Aposematic colouration: deliberately bright colours to visually warn
of a toxic taste to others (whether this is true or not). Think ladybirds,
wasps and Cinnabar moth caterpillars, who are bright yellow to mirror
the toxic traits taken on by their favourite food plant — Ragwort. Then
there are Cuttlefish, whose colour-
)W changing skills give them the option
of disguise or bold vibrant attack.
Olfactory aposematism: repelling
& predators by producing a smell or
o foul-smelling substance. This dirty
card is played by several species of shield bug, sometimes harshly
but accurately known as stink bugs. Many plants are notable for
this feature, including the strong-smelling Wild Garlic.

Auditory aposematism: sound as a deterrent. Many species make alarm calls to expose a nearby
predator, like a Robin tick-ticking at the sight of a cat. But auditory aposematism is making a sound
to directly warn of one’s own danger or distaste to others. A famous example is the Rattlesnake,
which clatters its tail to give the heads up - “it’s not worth it mate”. Closer to home, the Garden Tiger
moth rubs its wings together to make a rasping noise to the same effect.

Symbolic or tenuous, there’s no doubt these crea-
tures have mastered the art of communicating

their boundaries. In nature there’s no awkward-
ness, no deeper meaning, no overthink — imagine!
So, in nature’s honour, this year I’ll be saying a
lot more ‘no’. Hopefully with no need for any ol-
factory  assistance. Kerry  Williams

John Evans oi273s46279
Plastering Specialist 07712898394

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

checﬁa;',,%ﬁ&&%':ree quotes e Fully Insured

Jjohnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk




NEWHAVEN-BASED TOMSETTS DISTRIBUTION
SHOWS SUPPORT FOR LIFESAVING CHARITY

We're your local
air ambulance charity

ARTY Without you, we can't ke pﬂy ing|

Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sus-
sex (KSS) is more visible on the region’s
roads thanks to the generosity of transport
company Tomsett’s Distribution. The
Newhaven-based  firm  has  kindly
branded one of its trailers in the colours of
the lifesaving charity for the next five
years to help increase awareness of its work.
Although based in Sussex, it will be
seen across Kent, Surrey and Sussex and as
far north as Scotland. As well as being out on
the roads, the working vehicle will also ap-
pear at KSS events by arrangement.

The idea came about during a networking
event at Plumpton Racecourse organised by
the Institute of Directors Surrey and Gatwick
Diamond Business. After learning more
about the work of KSS, Tomsetts Managing
Director Andrew Tucknott offered the use
of a trailer in order to increase awareness of
KSS. Artwork prepared by KSS was
then printed and applied to the vehicle by
Kent-based Signs and Imaging.

Andrew Tucknott commented: “This trailer

came about through a chance conversation
and a simple idea - but the impact it can make
for Air Ambulance Charity Kent Surrey Sus-
sex is what really matters. Their life-saving
service deserves all the visibility and support
we can give them. If our trailer helps raise
awareness whilst it’s out on the road net-
work, that’s exactly what we hoped to
achieve.”

KSS Corporate Partnerships Manager Re-
becca Ussher said: “We’re incredibly grateful
to Tomsetts for this highly visible way of in-
creasing awareness of our lifesaving service.
It costs £57k a day for us to continue flying
and saving lives, and to do that we need as
many people as possible to know about our
work, so opportunities like this are really im-
portant.

We’d love to hear from any businesses with
ideas on how to raise funds or increase
awareness of KSS.”

Businesses keen to work with KSS should
contact corporate@aakss.org.uk or visit
aakss.org.uk. Gavin Sherriff

MATHS TUITION

Mr Chris Waite ssc (Hons) ats - Qualified Maths Teacher
Key Stage 3 GCSE - IBACC - AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level - Home Education Specialist
07752 186678 Hassocks Based

JOHN RUSSELL

Car Body Work « MOT Welding
Valeting e Competitive Prices
07971 276126

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling




HASSOCKS FC We’re at the half way stage of
the season and hope we can continue ‘project sur-
vival’ in this league. The team work so hard for the
badge and the village! It’s a great level to be in so
please cheer them on to help them over the line.
Some ground news: We are going ahead with elec-
tricity infrastructure around the pitch to gain an
electronic scoreboard and link with more solar pan-
els on top of our main stand roof to help with large
energy bills.

We are edging closer to the official planning per-
mission of the south field training pitch after nu-
merous and costly surveys.

We are also drawing plans to see if it’s possible
structurally and financially for a kitchen extension.
The popular Robin’s Nest merchandise shed may
move across and down a level. While talking about
the Robin’s Nest, there’s plenty of winter items to
keep you warm when spending a day at The Has-
socks Hotel Beacon ground; scarves, hats, shirts,
snoods etc.

With it being winter time we may get the odd can-
cellation of frozen or waterlogged pitch so message
me for a quick answer and I’ll be happy to
reply 07843 762132. We’ve also been trying to im-
prove our social media with Tik Tok and YouTube
accounts starting alongside the other usuals. Home
fixtures ahead:

Saturday 10th January: 1st vs Margate at 3 pm.
Saturday 24th January: 1st vs Sevenoaks 3 pm
Sunday 25th January: Ladies vs Three Bridges at
1.30 pm. Pat Harding

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM BEFRIENDED
We had a fantastic time celebrating Christmas Day
at the Hurstpierpoint Village Centre with people
who would otherwise have been on their own on
Christmas Day. Thank you to all the guests and
volunteers who made the day such fun for every-
one.

Our regular programme will restart after the Christ-
mas break on 4th January with an afternoon tea
party at St Andrews Church in Burgess Hill.

You are very welcome to come along to our events,
no need to book: Monday is Cafe Neuro, Tuesday
is Community Choir, Wednesday Balance Class.
On Thursdays 15th, 22nd and 29th January at 7
pm, we will be running our wonderful Compas-
sionate Conversations bereavement course in
Hurstpierpoint. Christmas can be a difficult time
with memories of loved ones lost. If you would
like support with your bereavement, our 3 week
course creates a safe space to share your experi-
ence of grief and stories of your loved one with a
small group who are also on their grief journeys.
Through the guided conversations you will be lis-
tened to, connect with others, and find new hope.
If your New Year’s Resolution is to give something
back to the community, we would love to hear
from you, we are also looking for volunteers for
everything from one-to-one befriending, to wash-
ing up at tea parties.

For more information about Befriended you can
see our website befriended.org, email office@be-
friended.org or call 0300 772 7703. Susan Dyke

STATION GARAGE

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED *
* BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check
* WELDING * BODYWORK *
* FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS *

* M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels) *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS

Tel: 01273-844256 & 845225




HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate
Small Jobs very much welcomed « Trade/Domestic
| specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,
concreting and chimney repairs.

Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Happy New
Year. We’re looking forward to 2026 and all the
great films we have lined up for you. Films are al-
ready listed on the website. Take a look!

We’re starting our 2026 programme with the life,
music and story of one of the most influential
artists of our time — Bob Dylan. Guest critic Beth
Travers gives her personal view.

8™ January at 8 pm to 10.20 pm. A Complete
Unknown. 2024 (15). “A Complete Unknown is a
biopic about the American singer, songwriter and
legend starring Timothee Chalamet and directed
by James Mangold. The film is a gritty verse in
the ballad of Bob Dylan’s early life. It takes us on
a journey with the then unknown 19-year-old, on
his meteoric rise and transformation, from folk
singer to electric visionary. Mangold effortlessly
captures Dylan’s relationships with musical icons
such as Woody Guthrie, as well as his complex
partnership with Joan Baez (played by Monica
Barbaro). The magic of their two voices inter-
twined beautifully on and off the stage, re-writing
the rules of what art can achieve.

Chalamet delivers a magnetic portrayal, capturing
both the vulnerability and genius of the man.
Breathing new life into an icon of the past, while
introducing a younger audience to the brilliance
of his music. “

5t February, from 8 pm to 10 pm.

All We Imagine As Light. 2024 (15). Mumbeai is
more than a city. It’s an ever-expanding universe.
Having captured the teeming collision of lives,
Kapadia gently guides us to follow three nurses.
Nurse Prabhais a veteran at the busy urban hospi-
tal where all three work; her younger colleague
Anu (newly arrived from the south of India, is
caught up in the first thrill of romance with her
Muslim boyfriend and Pavarty a cook in the hos-
pital kitchen, is facing eviction from a home that
is due to be demolished to sate the voracious ap-
petite of gentrification.

These are ordinary lives, with small sadnesses,
twinging regrets and sparks of joy. In the second

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES

specialists in treework & hedge cutting
TRADING FOR OVER 20 YEARS
Regular maintenance or one off cuts
All tree, hedge & shrub care
Planting ¢ Turfing ¢ Fully Insured
Gardening work undertaken
NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273846137 /07525 427446

half of the film, when the women leave Mumbai
to accompany Pavarty back to her coastal village,
the skies lift, the air clears and the picture takes
on a lyrical, dreamlike quality.

Primarily Malayalam and Hindi with English sub-
titles. 2h3m Director Payal Kapadia. Cannes
Grand Prix.

Thank you for coming to see films with us. We
really look forward to sharing our programme of
great films.

To keep up to date with our film showings and
special events please go to our website,
www.ditchlingfilm.org.uk. We are on Instagram
@ditchlingfimsoc and X @Ditchlingfilm.
Guest entry available. Half price for under 25s. A
year’s membership is available. Cards are ac-
cepted. Members are eligible for a 20% discount
on pre-booked meals and drinks at The Bull Pub
on film night!

Films are shown at Ditchling Village Hall, there’s
plenty of parking in the village hall car. Doors
open at 7.30 pm the film starts at 8 pm and you
can buy a glass of good wine or enjoy a comple-
mentary, park soft drink..

Kate and Bethan for The Ditchling Film Society

HASSOCKS ROAD/TOTT HILL/HAL-
TONSHAWS/ABERTON FIELDS - We are
looking for volunteers to deliver this free village
magazine which has been delivered to you for
more than 28 years.

We will drop the magazines to you and generally
you will have a week to deliver.

If this is something you think you can help us
with please contact Heidi on 01273 846978 or
email ed@yvillagemagazines.co.uk Ed




s Hawthorn

“
VETERINARY SURGERIES

‘;ﬁ's; y
NOW OPEN & GEiAus

in Hassocks

We are refurbishing and redesigning the site A new branch, but the same exceptional
at Rear, 44 Keymer Road in Hassocks, to offer  standards of veterinary care clients of
a complete service to the pets and residents of  Hawthorn know and trust.

Hassocks and the surrounding area.
Check out our 5 Star

The facilities will include: Google reviews| GOOg|€

:: Operating theatre with full surgical facilities

2: Diagnostic equipment including X-ray and Ultrasound
:: Dental facilities including dental Xray
2: In house laboratory to allow blood and urine results on the same day

:: Separate Dog and Cat wards

2: Opening hours 8.30am-6pm Monday-Friday and 8.30-12pm Saturday

j RCVS
n hawthornvets ﬁhﬁél}%%

HENFIELD SURGERY
TEL: 01273 495227
Hawthorn House, High Street, Henfield BN5 9DA

PARTRIDGE GREEN SURGERY
TEL: 01403 710332
The Old Bakehouse, High Street, Partridge Green RH13 8HU

www.hawthornvets.co.uk




~“ DAVE NEWLYN -

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& TILER

Friendly Service
Over 30 years experience

Tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds /

Free Estimates

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES

Handyman available for :

Electrical & Small Building Repairs
Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience * Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment
Call01273 831237

or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

WHAT WAS HURSTPIERPOINT LIKE IN
THE 1920s? We thank a reader for sending in the
following article, take from a Pocket Guide to Sus-
sex written in 1928. This was how the village was
described back then.

HURSTPIERPOINT (Domesday Book 1086).
The “Wood of the De Pierpoints or Pierrepoints” lies
on a n east west ridge between the Cuckfield-
Brighton and Handcross-Brighton roads, on a road
which, running under the Downs, is the best route
in these parts to Lewes: It is a bad best. The piece
of road (one and a half miles) from Hurstpierpoint
(west) to Hassocks (east) is quite eventful. Apart
from the village, north of the road is St. John’s Col-
lege (“Hurst”), one of the Woodard schools, like
Lancing and Ardingly Colleges; Danny, an E-
shaped, brick-built Elizabethan mansion is south of
it, under the bold Wolstonbury Hill. Sir Simon de
Pierpoint enclosed the park of “Danehich” in 1358,
but the present manor was built by George Goring
(1595). Its dignified, restrained architecture is most
impressive. It was certainly built to admit light, and
hence its multitude of mullioned windows. It con-
tains a fine collection of family portraits. The place
has been successively held by Gorings, Courthopes,
and Campions, including the present owner, Sir
William Campion. Near Danny has been traced the
St. John’s Common Roman road which may have
climbed sidelong to the earthworks of Wolstonbury,
to branch at the top into several Downland ways.
South of our stretch of road, in a sand quarry near
Hassocks, Mr. L. Couchman has unearthed rich re-
mains of a Roman-British cemetery. North of the

road at Ham Farm is a curious moot (or assembly)
mound. For the rest, Hurst is a place whence the eye
effectively enfilades the bare Downs eastward to-
wards Mount Harry, and westward towards Bramber
and the Shoreham gap. At Little Park, north of the
road, lived Thos. Marchant, parts of whose interest-
ing Diary (1714-1728) have been published in the
Sussex Archaeological Collections. He often ex-
cuses himself for not being at church, “as my head
ached very much”.

WOLSTONBURY HILL. Standing out boldly just
north of the junction of the roads to Bolney and
Cuckfield from Brighton, Wolstonbury makes the
best possible use of its 670 feet of altitude. Directly
below in the fine old Elizabethan mansion of Danny,
but when on the summit you will probably find
yourself arrested by the fine view of Downs across
the Adur gap to Chanctonbury. From below, Wol-
stonbury shows up clearly a line of circular en-
trenchments, originally the work of a Neolithic
people, but later adapted, as in so many cases, by the
Romans, very possible during the Saxon terror of
the fourth century A.D., and later by the Saxons. Far
away in north west Sussex, where distance lessens
the contours of the hills, the bold shape of Wolston-
bury nearly always affords the eye a fixed point.

Opening Hours

Monday - Saturday
9.00am - 5.30pm
Contact us on

01273 843946

C ENT RE Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

HASSOCKS

JON BARKER

HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fencing ¢ Guttering * Brickwork * Patios
Paths ¢ Painting * House & Garden Clearance
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing « Hedge Trimming
Tree Felling * Planting etc
No Job too BIG or too small
Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured

07815 663825

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD




CAN YOU HELP?

We are looking for volunteers to help us deliver this free village
magazine which has been delivered to you for around 30 years.

Magazines will be delivered to you & generally you will
have a week to deliver

So if you think you can help please give us a call or email us.
(the amount in the brackets is roughly the amount to be delivered in the specific area)

HURSTPIERPOINT

High Street (150)
Willow \X/ay, inc. Willow Close, Willow Gardens & Blackthorns (200)
Chestnut Grove, Hurst Gardens, Kemps & The Pines (104)

Hassocks Road - High Street (160)

inc. Tott Hill Halton Shaws, Aberton Fields, St Georges Lane, St Georges Pl., St Georges Court

Cuckfield Road High Street - Barter Close (140)

If you think you can help
give us a call on

273 846978

. or email
\ 1l info@villagemagazines.co.uk




TO ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE visit www.villagemagazines.co.uk

email ad@yvillagemagazines.co.uk or call 01273 846978.

Introductory offer of pay for 3 months get the 4th free.

Our thanks to Mrs. Beard from Penarth, Wales, who
has sent the following familiar words which are worth
repeating via Mrs. Hinman of Bonnywood Road, Has-

socks.
THE FACTS OF LIFE

This is a story about four people named Everybody,
Anybody, Somebody and Nobody. There was an im-

e
wuilt]
HoRst

Inited,

We thank Michael Alford of Stoneywish, Ditchling

portant job to be done Everybody was sure Somebody
would do it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody
did. Somebody got very angry about that because it
was Everybody’s job. Everybody thought Somebody
would do it but Nobody realised that Everybody
blamed Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody
could have done.

for this picture of West Street, Ditchling

HASSOC/KS

Paving & Patio Services

v Block paving & Patio Specialist
v General Groundwork / Decking
v Concreting / Tarmacing
v No Job Too Small

Simon Weller - 07525 857679

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS + WALLS « FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice « Over 35 years locally  Hassocks Resident

Phone 07812 841032

01278 841796 -
07968 475125'

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk ¢ www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk




Usefuyl Informabion

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST
Either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.
Mon. to Fri. 5.30pm - 6pm.

Sun. 10am - 4pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.
Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police
0845 6070999

LIBRARIES
Hurstpierpoint - 01273 832609
Hassocks - 01273 842779
Mon., Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am - 1pm
& Thurs., Fri. 1 -5pm

HASSOCKS FOOD BANK
Open to anyone in need of support. Held in
Powell House (next to United Reformed Church),
Hassocks, 10am to 12noon, every Friday.
Or drop donations to Mansell McTaggart and
The Sussex Grocer in Hassocks

DOCTORS
Mid Sussex Health Care
01273 834388
www.midsussexhealthcare.co.uk
Hassocks Surgery
Windmill Avenue BN6 8LY
Hurstpierpoint Surgery
The Health Centre, Trinity Road BN6 9UO
Ditchling Surgery
Lewes Road, BN6 8TT

TENNIS COURT HIRE
Adastra Park, Hassocks
Book www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/AdastraPark

NEAREST HOUSEHOLD WASTE
RECYCLING CENTRE

WEST SUSSEX 01243 642106.
Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill, RH15 8AR.
To book a visit via www.westsussex.gov.uk

EAST SUSSEX 0845 355 0550

Ham Lane, Lewes, BN7 3PS

9am to 4pm daily www.eastsussex.gov.uk

PARISH COUNCILS
Hassocks
01273 842714
www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am - 2pm, Fri 10am - 12pm.
Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common
01273 833264
www.hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk
Mon.- Fri. 9.30am - 1pm.
Ditchling
01273 844733
www.ditchling-pc.gov.uk

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR MID SUSSEX
Alison Bennett, MP
Surgery appointments available by contacting
the Constituency Office 01444 224458

DEFIBRILLATOR LOCATIONS

are at the following locations in the parish. In an emergency please dial 999

HURSTPIERPOINT & SAYERS COMMON

Sayers Common Community Shop, London Road, Sayers Common
Village Centre Library Entrance, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint, 40 High Street, Hurstpierpoint
Bowling Club, South Avenue, Hurstpierpoint
Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow Way, Hurstpierpoint
Fairfield Recreation Ground, Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint

DITCHLING, STREAT & WESTMESTON

Ditchling Village Hall, Ditchling Church, Streat Church and Westmeston Church

HASSOCKS & KEYMER

Railway Station, Outside Ticket Office,
Adastra Bowling Club, Adastra Park (North Field),
Freedom Leisure Centre, Downlands School, Dale Avenue,
Graystone Referral Centre, 38 Keymer Road,
Keymer & Hassocks Sports & Social Club, Adastra Park (South Field)
Hassocks Health Centre, Windmill Avenue,
Weald Lawn Tennis & Squash Club, South Bank,

Adastra Hall, Keymer Road

Age Concern, Dale Avenue

Hassocks Dental Surgery, 54a Keymer Road
Thatched Inn, Grand Avenue

Oldland Windmill, Oldlands Lane, Keymer
South Downs Garden Centre, Brighton Road
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Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes and/or events to
PUBLISH FREE in this section. Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.

For more information call 01273 846978.

Regular Clubs Weets

BBT - Hassocks (Bumps, Babies & Toddlers) -
St Francis Church, Priory Road, Hassocks.
Thursdays 1 - 2.30 pm. A group for play & chat.
BEFRIENDED CAFE NEURO Salvation Army
Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill Mondays 10.30
am - 12 pm. - Support those living with demen-
tia, their carers and loved ones. More info email
office@befriended.org.

BEFRIENDED COMMUNITY CHOIR - Tues-
days (term-time) 10 am - 12 pm, Methodist
Church, Burgess Hill. All welcome to sing for joy.
More info www.befriended.org.

BEFRIENDED FALL-PREVENTION EXERCISE
CLASS Gateway Baptist Church, Station Road,
Burgess Hill Wednesday 2 pm. More info
www.befriended.org.

DITCHLING MORRIS - Practice Thursday at
United Reformed Church Hall at 7.30 pm. Pop
in if you feel like joining.

GREYHOUND MORRIS Practice every Tuesday
at Keymer Church Hall, 7 pm. We welcome new
members of all abilities both musical and danc-
ing, see you there.

HASSOCKS TABLE TENNIS CLUB - Mon &
Thurs 2 - 4 pm at Adastra Hall. Roll up to play.
HASSOCKS TABLE TENNIS Mon & Thurs 2 -
4 pm Adastra Hall. Roll up to play.
HASSOCKS YOUTH GROUP The Green Room,
Adastra Hall, Hassocks. Thursdays 5.30 - 7 pm
School Years 4 - 13 (Term time only). All wel-
come for games, crafts and activities and social
time.

HEARTS OF SUSSEX BRIDGE CLUB - Monday
online and Tuesdays at Age Concern Hassocks.
More info visit www.hsobcbridgeclub.co.uk

HUG IN A MUG MUMS, DADS & CARERS -
8.45 - 10.30 am every Monday, Keymer Church
Hall, For parents, carers or grandparents who
look after children. Cake, coffee, toys and games.
HUG IN A MUG - A coffee (and cake!) morning
for all. Monday 10.30 - 12 pm at Keymer
Church Hall and at Clayton Church Hall, every
Tuesday at 10.30 am to 12 pm.

IRISH SET DANCING The Emmanuel Centre,
Ditchling 7.15 - 9.30 pm. Come and join us for
some fun and active dancing (not Riverdance).
We are an informal and friendly group. Be-
ginners are very welcome, no need to bring a
partner. Your first session is free call 07802
847234 for more info.

KEYMER FOLK DANCE CLUB meet on
1st/3rd/5th Mondays at 7.30 pm at the URC
Church Hall, Hassocks. No partner needed just
come along. For further details visit www.key-
merfolkdanceclub.co.uk or email
keymerfdc@gmail.com.

MID SUSSEX SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE
GROUP. Meet every Tuesday Evening, 7.30 pm,
Main Hall Hurstpierpoint Village Centre. Anyone
is welcome, no previous knowledge is necessary
just a willingness to have fun. Please visit
www.msscd.org.uk for more details. (We do not
meet in July or August)

SUSSEX FLY DRESSERS GUILD Clayton Vil-
lage Hall, Thurs. 7 - 9 pm. Beginners to Ad-
vanced sussexflydressersguild.org.uk.
VISUALLY-IMPAIRED CLUB We meet alter-
nate Wednesdays from 10.30 am to 2 pm at
Clayton Parish Hall in Underhill Lane. If you are
interested, please ring me on 01444 450947.
WHIST DRIVE - Our friendly club meets at Age
Concern, Hassocks every Thursdays at 6.45 pm.
More info 01273 843390.



Chuyrch Services

DITCHLING UNITARIANS The Old Meeting
House, The Twitten, Ditchling. Sunday Services
at 11 am www.ditchlingunitarians.org.uk.
HASSOCKS UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Evening service ‘Worship & Praise’ at 6 pm on
3rd Sunday in the month. All welcome.
QUAKER MEETING FOR WORSHIP 10.30 am
Sundays, Ditchling Friends Meeting House.
Also 2nd & 4th Sundays at 10.30 am, at The
Yews, 55 Boltro Road, Haywards Heath.

All are welcome for peaceful worship and coffee.
Our magazine “Friendly News” is available at
Ditchling PO www.ditchlingquakers.org.uk
THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING,
STREAT & WESTMESTON Every blessing for a
healthy and peaceful 2026 from the Beacon
Parish.

Our first two Sunday services (inc Little Bea-
cons) (4* and 11* January) will be Morning
Worship with Holy Communion at 10 am in St.
Margaret’s Ditchling. On Sunday 18" January
our service will be at Westmeston, again at 10
am. On Sunday 25th January we’ll be back at
St. Margaret’s for 10 am.

Our mid-week service of Holy Communion takes
place at St. Margaret’s each Wednesday at 10
am.

On the first Wednesday of the New Year, 7t Ja-
nuary, do join us in St. Margaret’s at 6 pm for
an informal SING! session which gives us the
chance to learn new songs and revisit some
older favourites.

Everyone is very welcome to all of our events
and services. Do check our website www.bea-
conparish.co.uk for the latest information and
any updates on the above - Sherrian Guest.
THE PARISH OF CLAYTON WITH KEYMER
Our usual pattern of Worship for Sunday ser-
vices is 8 am 1662 Book of Common Prayer Eu-
charist st at Keymer. 9.45 am Mass at Keymer
9.45 am Service at St Francis and 11.15 am
Holy Communion at Clayton.

For other information see our website
www.claytonwithkeymer.org.uk - Fr Alex

Dated Events

29th Dec - 4th Jan HURST PLAYERS Players
Theatre High Street, Hurstpierpoint. Various Per-
formances. Panto - Pinnochio comes to Life.
Tickets www.hurstplayers.org.uk.

1st BEFRIENDED BOARD GAMES Hurstpierpoint
2.30 pm.  An afternoon of games, giggles and
company call 0300 772 7703 to book.

4th BEFRIENDED St Andrews Church, Burgess
Hill 3 - 5 pm. Afternoon Tea Party with quizzes,
celebrations, making friends, information, advice
and great entertainment. More info www.be-
friended.org.

5th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm.
Craft Club. Visitors welcome.

6th DITCHLING DOWNS WI Ditchling Village
Hall, 7 pm. ‘The Downton Era’ Katharine Collett
6th AGE CONCERN HASSOCKS Dale Avenue,
Hassocks 10 am - 1 pm. Community Energy Path-
ways will be providing energy saving and advice.
All welcome.

7th HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide
HQ, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 2 - 4 pm ‘Char-
cuterie Tasting. Visitors welcome call 07806
670359.

7th UKES OF HASSOCKS Proper Cycling & Coffee
7.30 pm. Monthly community jam session, play
and sing along, beginners welcome. All welcome.
7th AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Adastra Hall, Has-
socks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. These sessions are for
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their
family member or carer. More info call 01444
450248.

8th DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY Ditchling Village
Hall 7.30 pm. Film - ‘A Complete Unknown’
Tickets available on the door - see article.

8th AGE CONCERN HASSOCKS Dale Avenue,
Hassocks 10 am - 1 pm. Silvertime Legal will be
giving info on legal and tax matters.

8th POLICE BEAT SURGERY South Downs
Garden Centre, Hassocks 11 am - 12 pm. Come
along to get crime prevention & advice on neigh-
bourhood issues.

9th MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm. www.midsus-
sexars.org.uk. ‘Nag and Natter Evening’. Refresh-
ments available. All welcome.

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks www.qdstationery.co.uk
Binding, Laminating, Typing, Scanning, Emailing, Cartridges, Cartridge Recycling, Toys,

Craft Items, Colouring Books, Paints, Party Bag Fillers, Helium Balloons and more.
COME AND HAVE A BROWSE.




10th CHURCHES TOGETHER URC Hassocks 9.30
am. Messy Church - breakfast, crafts, games and
story. All welcome.

10th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks
KO 3 pm. (Mens) The Robins take on Margate.
Bar and Food available. Free entry to kids 16 and
under. Please check socials for any changes.

10th THE GROWING NETWORK Friends Meeting
House, Ditchling 10.30 am to 12 pm. Feel free to
bring any seeds or plants to share or gardening
books/tools you don’t need - All welcome.

12th THE GROUP The Railway Pub, Station Road,
Burgess Hill. 7.30 pm. A club for the over 55 un-
attached for more info www.thegroup.org.uk.
12th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘The Balcombe Tunnel Murder
(1881)’ James Gardner. All welcome.

13th MUSKRAT RAMBLERS, Hassocks Hotel, Sta-
tion Approach East, doors 11.30 am Start 12 pm.
Great Food, Great Jazz & Great Company. A set
lunch included in the entrance fee. Pop in or call
QD Stationery on 01273 846978 to book.

13th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY The Players Theatre, Hur-
stpierpoint 7.30 pm. ‘The Cuckmere River’ Dr
Geoffrey Mead. See article for more info.

13th AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Court Bushes,
Hurstpierpoint 2 - 4 pm. These sessions are for
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their
family member or carer. More info call 01444
450248.

14th DITCHLING HISTORY PROJECT White
Horse, Ditchling 2 pm. Monthly meet drop in all
welcome.

15th WOMENS BREAKFAST The Greyhound,
Keymer 10 am. For a social cooked breakfast. All
welcome to book email
mo.delaine@btinternet.com.

16th STAR CINEMA Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7
pm. Film - ‘Mr Burton’. Tea, coffee, wine and raffle.
Tickets available on the door.

17th SUSSEX SEWING CLUB Westmeston Parish
Hall 10 am - 4 pm. Like minded makers spend the
day doing a hobby they love. To book sussexsew-
ingclub@gmail.com.

18th BEFRIENDED Court Bushes, Hurstpierpoint
3 - 5 pm. Afternoon Tea Party with quizzes, cel-
ebrations, making friends, information, advice and
great entertainment. More info
www.befriended.org.

19th HASSOCKS W! Adastra Hall, Hassocks 7.30
pm. Breast Cancer Pillow stuffing and new resol-
ution discussions. Visitors welcome.

21st AGE UK MEMORY CAFE Adastra Hall, Has-
socks 10.30 am - 12.30 pm. These sessions are for
anyone with memory problems, dementia and their
family member or carer. More info 01444 450248,
21st TREFOIL GUILD Guide Hall, Semley Road,
Hassocks 7.45 pm. Monthly meeting visitors wel-
come.

22nd LIBERAL DEMOCRATS SURGERY HAS-
SOCKS Parish Council Offices Committee Room
11 am - 12 pm. Sue Hatton, Kristian Berggreen,
Chris Hobbs & WSCC Councillor Erika Wood-
house-Truman. No appointment necessary.

23rd MID SUSSEX AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY
Cyprus Hall, Burgess Hill 7.30 pm. www.midsus-
sexars.org.uk. ‘Nag and Natter Evening’. Refresh-
ments available. All welcome.

Emal it to info@qutt onery.co.u

?

and call us on 01273 846978 to check we have
received it or bring it in on a memory stick.
—~— Laminating and Binding available ——

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road Hassocks




Lost Property

) ‘Like’ our page ov

e Face ook & keep up
(o date with all the
ost property items
‘QD Stationery’
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23rd HURST, HASSOCKS & DITCHLING U3A
Adastra Hall, Hassocks 2 pm. ‘A Tribute to Rabbie’
Marie Fraser. Small entrance fee. Refreshments
inc.

24th HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET Age Concern
Car Park, 9 am - 1 pm. Local produce, bread, honey,
cheese, wine, veg etc.

24th REPAIR CAFE Age Concern Centre, Has-
socks, 9.30 -11.30 am. Bring items for repair more
info call 01273 040110 or
www.hkdtransition.org.uk.

24th MENS BREAKFAST The Greyhound, Keymer
10 am. For a social cooked breakfast. All welcome
to book email alexbaxter66@yahoo.co.uk

24th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road, Hassocks
KO 3 pm. (Mens) The Robins take on Sevenoaks’.
Bar and Food available. Free entry to kids 16 and
under. Please check socials for any changes.

25th HASSOCKS FOOTBALL CLUB The Hassocks
Hotel Beacon Ground, Brighton Road KO 1.30 pm.
(Womens) The Robins take on Three Bridges. Bar
& Food available. Free entry.

25th GILBERT & SULLIVAN SOCIETY Adastra
Hall, Hassocks 2.45 pm. ‘A Musical Mystery Tour".
See article for more info. To book email gandsto-
daysussex@gmail.com.

26th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Bishopstone in History’ lan
Everest. All welcome.

26th CAMEO Keymer Church Hall 2 pm - 4 pm.
Open to all - come and enjoy an enjoyable after-
noon over a cup of tea.

28th SOUTH DOWNS WOODTURNERS Upper
Beeding Village Hall, 7pm All welcome to the
monthly meet. Please visit southdownswood-
turners.com for more info. Visitors welcome.
29th BEREAVEMENT WELL-BEING GROUP Clay-
ton Wood, Natural Burial Ground, Brighton Road,
Clayton 10 am - 12 noon. Come and meet others
who understand what you are going through.
www.bereavementcare.uk.

JACK THE LAD © IanAllen

Jack the lad

He ain’t so bad

He’ll probably get a tattoo

If he’s feeling sad

Wears Martin Luther boots

Dons a cloth cap and two- tone suits
Always has a cheeky grin

Drinks his larger from a ring pull tin
Drives his motor fast and skids

WVt~

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Tel: 01444 236086
Mob: 07748 422 071

Email: mjpitt| 23@gmail.com | Clty&

Guilds

Public liability insured QUALIFIED

A local hero to the local kids

Sports a haircut ash blonde dyed

Where is it long, worn with pride

Likes a bit of aggro at a football match

Then it’s down the pub lager down at the Hatch
Got no future, lost his job

Social misfit part time Yob

Needs a partner, needs one quick

Needs a partner to crack the whip

Jack the lads now thirty four

Youth is fading, what a bore

Ohh Ah lifes not fair

Jack’s a lonely lad with a vacant stare

Ohh Ah R.L.P.

Couldn’t face the music now he ceased to be
Couldn’t face the music now he ceased to be.
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Vou can now read Hassocks Talk About
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Starting 2026 with Confidence: Your Finances, Your Future

As we step into 2026, it’s the perfect moment to embrace a fresh start. Many people
use the start of the year to setintentions and review their financial plans. The turn of
the year naturally brings reflection, renewed motivation, and a desire to make positive
changes. With the recent UK Budget now fully digested, many of us are beginning to
understand what the latest updates mean for our personal finances and long-term
plans.

Taking time at the start of the year to review your financial position can make all the
difference. The start of the year is a natural point for many people to review their
budgeting, emergency savings, pension contributions and use of ISA and tax
allowances. It’s also a good opportunity to reassess protection policies, review your
investments, and update any plans affected by changes in income, family needs, or
the recent Budget. These are exactly the kinds of checks and conversations a financial
adviser guides you through - helping you understand what’s changed, identifying
opportunities you may have missed, and ensuring every part of your financial plan is
working together. With professional support, these early-year reviews can become
clearer and more structured.

As the year begins, | wish you a positive, productive, and financially resilient start.
Here’s to clarity, good decisions, and a 2026 filled with progress, stability, and steps
toward the future you want.

“The path to the financial future
you desire starts with the plans
that you make today.”

If you would like to find out more, please get in touch.

\\\ 01273 044951 or 07502 360517

giles@gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk
gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk

Giles Turner Financial Planning Ltd is an Appointed Representative of ValidPath Limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority, Firm Reference Number 197107. Giles Turner Financial Planning Ltd is registered in England & Wales Companies House registration No.
15718448. FCA registration No. 1019535.

Registered address: 8 Ockley Way, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8NE. Tel: 01273 044951 or 07502 360517.Web: gilesturnerfinancialplanning.co.uk
Please note that the value of your investment, along with any income derived from it, can go down as well as up and you may not get back the full amount
you invested. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.




I AM A SKILLED

. LOCAL BUILDER, BASED
D avi d J IN YOUR AREA.
I specialise in various areas

S teve n s including:

Brickwork e Re-pointing
Patio repairs

Fixing toppled brickwork & walls
Guttering & downpipes

Property Maintenance

Feel free to contact me

07593 792418 As well as expert decorating services.

GISCIVEHEYEVRI@Le [y E-T[Reely] [ am more than happy to provide
you with references from satisfied

customers right here in your area.

se In thisimagazine visi v.villagemagazines.co.uk:

STEVE’S BACK PAGE qOSSIP

A lot of you were certainly enraged the eyesore that is our centre piece of the village, is here to stay with us for some considerable time yet. |
was quite surprised to hear that even when plans are eventually submitted, they would still object even though they want the place down and
gone. So, on that evidence I'll doubt I will ever get to see what will replace everyone's favourite weed farm.
I can remember when they first started the planning and the building of Clayton Mills. Us shopkeepers in the High Street were going to all be-
come tax exiles and that dream of a yacht in the South of France could become reality, but no, with all those new houses and still the High
Street continues to decline. Since then with the developments of Hassocks Gate and Friars Oak not to mention Ockley Park footfall on the
High Street continues to be less and less, but wait, according to the advertising boards for the new Churchill Retirement Village all is not lost,
hundreds of thousands of pounds will be generated by those occupying this new development and once again we're all going to benefit. Well
I'm sorry, but this is a lot of old baloney, this government is hell bent on destroying the High Street and small businesses, the reduction of the
rates relief and hike in minimum wage will be the nail in the coffin for a lot of us. Already one of the beautiful shops at the top of the High
Street - De La Casa - has announced it can no longer keep going with all the overheads and will be closing very shortly. Our small retailers are
all endangered species. So it's such a shame, Joanne the owner has stuck with it and tried everything to keep going, but there comes a time
when you just have to say enough is enough, otherwise your mental health begins to suffer. Joanne sensibly has made the right decision, be-
cause things are only going to get worse - we love you Joanne. | for one have known you for most of your life and | know how this decision has
broken your heart, but trust me darling it's the right one, it's a tough old world out there.
You know when your pet does something that makes you laugh, but you know you shouldn't laugh really, my fox has an old chaise lounge which
he absolutely loves, it is hard to get him off it. Trouble is it's not very wide and he is not exactly what you’d call underfed, but he loves his Dad,
so every time he sees me and | mean every time whether it's 5 minutes or a few hours, he screams and rolls on his back for a tummy rub. He
just rolls off onto the floor. I've tried to catch him but he's so close to the floor anyway, there's no point, it's the look on his face that makes
me laugh, he doesn't seem to understand how he got there, but | just give him a big kiss and tell him | love him and he understands that.
1'd expect you're fed up with hearing about collection and donation boxes, well here's another one, as usual every year we have the Kit Wilson
donation box at the shop for a few weeks. So, if you've got something you'd like to put in it to help some poor unfortunate animal, please feel
free to do so, a lot of these rescue centres rely heavily on what they get given at Christmas. | know times are hard but every little helps.
In an effort to try and create more footfall some of our wholesalers are giving us special offers to pass on to the customers and at the moment
we can do the boxes of 12 pouches for £4.75 (Whiskers, Felix, Gourmet Pearle and Sheba) this works out about 40p per pouch which is pretty
good and cheaper than most supermarkets and superstores, even Zooplus, we could also do the bigger boxes. Let's hope the New Year brings
lots of love and kindness not to mention money.
It's very sad but the wonderful man who works for us has found love and naturally wants to be with his new woman who sadly doesn't live
locally. Which means we are losing him and have to look for a new member of staff. So, you have to love animals, which entails looking after
and cleaning up after them, unloading and putting away pallets of horse feed and bedding and then loading it into customers cars. You don't
need gym membership if you work here, this is a job like no other, it is shop work with a difference. If interested, please get in touch.

Happy New Year Steve.

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392
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