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R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, 
Repointing or Relaying?

• are the flat Roofs on your Garage, porch, 
Extension or Dormer watertight?

• is your ChimnEy obsolete, leaking or in need of Repointing?
•are your GuttERs leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (43 years)

please call us if you require a fREE estimate 

Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident
Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167
or Adam on 07983 693089

admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk



PLUMBING
Kitchens and Bathrooms

inc. Tiling & Plastering

Property Maintenance

Free Quotes

No Job too Small

Call 01273 834293

or Paul 

07752 116470 

or Rob 

07943 804078 General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 
Hard & Soft Landscaping 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 
Ornamental Plant Care

Turfing & Lawn Repair • Automatic Irrigation Systems
Pest Deterrent Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400

07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Sam’s Gutter’s
uPVC CleaninguPVC Cleaning

RepairsRepairs

ReplacementReplacement

Call Sam on Call Sam on 

07788 953894     01273 83381007788 953894     01273 833810

also.. conservatory,also.. conservatory,

block paving block paving 

& patio cleaning& patio cleaning

John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273

846279

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
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BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING

Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill

Summer Opening times

from 1st April 2018 to 30th September 2019.

Mon - Sun & Bank Holidays 

9.00am - 6.00pm

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0845 1300 393

CHEMIST DISPENSING ROTA
Monday to Fridays 8.30 a.m. - 6.30 p.m.

and Saturdays 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
LLOYDS PHARMACY, HURSTPIERPOINT.

Sundays - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
BOOTS, BURGESS HILL.

Bank Holidays please see your local chemist door.
For prescriptions marked URGENT by a GP

contact Sussex Police on 101

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views
of the Editor.  Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein

are believed to be correct, the publishers of this publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies.
Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do hope they give a good quality service.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.



07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBING &

HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

Flat Roofs • UPVC Fascia & Sofits

Guttering • Moss Clearing

Chimney Repointing • Lead Work

Tiling • Slating • Shingle

A family run business with over 30 years local experience.
All roofing work undertaken including.

Call for a free estimate or advice

01273 844946    07854 327020VAT FREE

VAT FREE

01273 840625
admin@elitechoicehomecare.co.uk • www.elitechoicehomecare.co.uk

Unit 4, Cobbs Mill Units, Sayers Common, West Sussex BN6 9HN 

Leading the way in quality care

• Personal Care • Administration of Medication

• Meal Preparation • Light Domestic Duties 

• Respite Sits 

Elite Choice Home Care is an independent provider of

home care, rated GOOD in all areas by the CQC.

Based in Sayers Common, our experienced team can

deliver comprehensive range of services including:  

We thank John Gargett for this postcard of the entrance to Clayton Tunnel



P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

plASTeriNG
l. bArNeS

CEILINGS  � WALLS  � FLOORS
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

phone 01444 232845

Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

OVEN CLEANING
Frontier Oven Cleaning

Have your oven professionally cleaned 
& make it look brand new again. Good Rates

Tel: 07513 010715
Email: frontiercarpetcleaning@gmail.com

To all Clubs, Societies and Groups please let us have you programmes and/or events to
publiSh Free in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk (We do acknowledge each email personally) 
or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer road, hassocks, 

West Sussex bN6 8Ar.  For more information call 01273 846978.
LOCAL ACTIVITIES

HASSOCkS TOwnSwOmEnS GuILd Age Concern, Hassocks
Tues. 23rd Apr. 2.30 pm                                 Churchill’s S.O.E Special Operations Executive - Gilly Halcrow
dITCHLInG  fILm SOCIETy                        ditchling Village Hall
Thurs. 25th Apr. 7.30 pm                                                                                                     Film - Cold War
HurSTpIErpOInT HISTOrICAL SOCIETy Guide HQ, Trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
fri. 26th Apr. 8 pm                                                                        Sussex in the Napoleonic Wars - Helen Poole
HurST, HASSOCkS & dITCHLInG u3A Adastra Hall, Hassocks
fri. 26th Apr. 2 pm AGM followed by The Surprising Mr Sousa - Ian Gledhill
HASSOCkS And HurSTpIErpOInT LAbOur brAnCH purple Carrot, Hassocks
fri. 26th Apr. 2 - 3 pm                                                   Meet for a cuppa and a chat - A warm welcome to all    
burGESS HILL HOrTICuLTurAL SOCIETy Cyprus Hall, burgess Hill
fri. 26th Apr. 7.45 pm                                                                     A Passion for Piers - Jackie Marsh-Hobbs
CLAyTOn wITH kEymEr CHurCHES       Clayton Church Hall
Sat. 27th Apr. 7.30 pm Roaring Twenties Evening, 3 course meal & entertainment. Tickets Hassocks Hardware
nEwTImbEr CHurCH       Church Lane, newtimber
Sat. 27th Apr. 7 pmThe Last Trip Home - celebration of the working horse and ox in song & verse.  See article
HASSOCkS VILLAGE mArkET                                                                            national Tyres forecourt
Sat. 27th Apr.  9 am – 1 pm                                                  Local produce, bread, honey, cheese, wine, veg etc 
SuSSEx VALE rOTAry                                                                      Email secretary@rotary-sxvale.org.uk
mon. 29th Apr.                                                                                                  Visit to Lewes Castle Rotary
HASSOCkS fIELd SOCIETy                                                                               Adastra Hall, Hassocks
mon. 29th Apr. 7.45 pm                                                       Plastic, Turning the Tide - Ray Hale.  All welcome



MLP Electrics
•Weekend call out

•Domestic Installer

•Single Socket to full rewire

•Free Estimates

•Fully Insured

Mob: 07961 555722  Email: mlpelectrics@live.com

Computer Repairs, Servicing & Advice

In the comfort of your own home

Contact: Paul - 07734391982

info@maflingo.co.uk / www.maflingo.co.uk

Great friendly service at a great price! homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 

Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

DavE NEWLYN
Painter, Decorator

& tiler

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648
or 07796 545663

city & Guilds                       Free estimates

The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

Keymer FolK Dance club                                                     united reformed church Hall, Hassocks                                                                 
mon. 29th apr. 7.30 - 9.30 pm                                                                AGM then Club Callers.  All welcome
Hurst montHly social Group the Guide HQ, trinity road, Hurstpierpoint
Wed. 1st may 2 pm                                                                          My Career in Ballet - Alfreda Thorogood
Hurst, HassocKs & DitcHlinG First responDers    Hurstpierpoint methodist church Hall 
thurs. 2nd may 7.30 pm                                                                     Training Night - New members welcome
HassocKs may Day celebrations                                         adastra park, Hassocks  
mon. 6th may 12 - 4 pm Flower Festival, Dog Show, Maypole Dancing, Stalls etc
FrienDs anD neiGHbours adastra Hall, Hassocks
mon. 6th may 2.30 - 4.30 pm                                                         Cream Tea afternoon.  Tickets Pavilion Electrics
royal britisH leGion clayton & Keymer Womens section     legion HQ, Woodsland road
thurs. 9th may 3 pm Women’s Royal Voluntary Service - Helen
remember                                                                                                       clair Hall, Haywards Heath
sat. 11th may 2.30 pmME/CFS Awareness Conference - Dr Charles Shepherd/Nina Muirhead Tkts 01273 831733
st catHerine’s Hospice                                       birchanger Gardens, Handcross rH17 6Jy
sun. 12th may 2 - 5.30 pm 7 Acre Open Garden, refreshments and home made cakes 
Hurstpierpoint Horticultural society Hurstpierpoint Village centre
tues. 14th may 7.45 pm                                                   Wakehurst - Kew’s Wild Botanic Garden - Iain Parkinson
HassocKs eVeninG JaZZ                                                                                  Hassocks Hotel, Hassocks
tues. 14th may 8 pm   Trad Jazz Evening.  All welcome’;
aDastra boWlinG                                                                                           adastra park, Hassocks
27th apr. 4th, 6th, 11th, 18th may 10 am - 12.30 pm    Open morning, come and try bowling, equip. provided

Hurstpierpoint boWls club                                                                       south avenue, Hurstpierpoint
Wed. 24th apr. 6 pm Taster Sessions -  sign up for free six week membership, coaching and use of equipment
sat 27th apr. 11 am Taster Sessions -  sign up for free six week membership, coaching and use of equipment
Hurst VillaGe cinema Hurstpierpoint players theatre
For films and showing times visit hurstfilms.com              
st peter anD st James Hospice                                        the old coach House, sayers common
27th/28th apr. 11 am - 4 pm          Open Gardens - Raffle, Tea/Coffee, Cake, Jams,  BBQ & short bluebell walk



hursTpierpoinT BaseD BriCklayer
7 days a week. hourly/Fixed/Day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

A CAREFUL & RELIABLE SERVICE
to book an appointment call

ANDREW on 07718 990731
or BEN on 07428 594529

benturk@btinternet.com

Fully Insured • Est. 1975

Gutter Clearing, Soffit & Fascia Cleaning

ReFlexology
Theresa Harman   MFHT
Fully Qualified • Fully Insured

Tel 01273 841270

D & M Chivers
Plumbing & Water mains

Hydraulic Boring

Bathroom Installations

Drainage & Groundwork

Tel. 01273 843714
Mobile. 07736 687332

e: dpchivers@gmail.com      w: watermainsbrighton.co.uk

HASSOCKS COMMUNITY RUNNERS Since our
launch in June 2018 we have grown from a team of five
enthusiastic team members to a Facebook membership
of over 260. We meet every Monday evening at 7.30
pm and Friday morning at 9.15 am at Proper Coffee
Shop, Hassocks High Street. We continue to offer runs
of 3, 5, 7 and 10km which enables all abilities to join
in. We are a free running group and love meeting new
members and exploring the wonderful countryside
around the area where we live.
We have a stand at the May Day event at Adastra Park
on the 6th May. Come and meet the team and join in
with one of the fun runs that we will be organising for
all the family. We would also love to see you at one of
the regular runs, all you need is a pair of trainers! Hope
to see you soon. Hassocks Community Runners Team

HURSTpIERpOINT OpEN GARdENS  on Sunday
2nd   June.  The buzzing Hurstpierpoint Open Gardens
event will be held on Sunday 2nd June this year from
1pm to 5.30 pm. - please put the date in your diaries as
the event promises to have lots of variety and some-
thing to please everyone - from lawns, to beds to veg.
galore.
Around 8 gardens will open for charity – and, as
before, we’ll be raising money for our local St Peter
and St James Hospice - we can’t think of a better cause

which has touched most of our lives at some time and
which so depends on our support.
Would you be willing to open your garden this
year? We are still looking for two or three gardeners
who would be willing to open – especially those in the
College Lane, Hurst Road to Langton Lane areas. It
doesn’t have to be perfect or weed free – it just has to
offer something interesting for people to look at!
We would also very much welcome donations of plants
to sell on our plant stall and, of course, cakes galore.
There will be some gardens selling teas, coffees, cakes
and plants, also one with live music and items to buy
made my local artisans. 
You can contact the organisers by email
–prue.heron@btopenworld.com or phone 01273
835064. And please take a look at our website - 
hurstpierpointopengardens.org.uk

Prue Peters

STAR CINEMA Our March film, Bohemian
Rhapsody, was so popular that some people had to be
turned away - to those few, our sincere apologies!
After a break for the next few months, film night will
be back in September. Dates for your diary 20th
September, 18th October, and 15th November - all
Friday nights. Hope to see you there. 

Liz Edmunds



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

DITCHLING FLINT
WALLING - LANDSCAPING

Flint wall renovations, repairs, new
build and other bespoke landscaping

01273 841559 / 07719 660001

www. ditchlingflint.co.uk • ditchlingflint@btinternet.com

Kevin Jerrey
Interior, Exterior Decorating
Over 30 years’ experience • Advanced City & Guilds

01273 844213

NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL GARDEN CENTRE
A Hassocks garden centre has come to the rescue for a
community bus in desperate need of a parking space. 
The Bluebird Community Partnership, who operate the
Hurst and Hassocks Community Bus, hit a logistical
crisis when their arrangement to park their bus at
Hassocks Golf Club came to an end because of build-
ing work. They contacted South Downs Nurseries, on
Brighton Road, who came to the rescue and offered a
parking spot for the minibus in their car park. 
The Bluebird Community Partnership is a community
transport charity, covering administrative district of
Mid Sussex, and the area around Henfield in the
Horsham District, providing dial-a-ride-style, accessi-
ble transport within the local community to those who
need it.  
Pupils from Hassocks Infants School visited a local
garden centre to learn how to look after plants.
Creative Sussex residents have teamed up with local
business ‘Made and Making’ to create the perfect gift
for The Duke & Duchess of Sussex’s baby, which is
due next month. 
Sarah Brangwyn from Made and Making, who run
craft and sewing workshops from their studio in
Hassocks, said: “We thought it would be a lovely idea
for the Sussex community to make something for the
new arrival. A patchwork quilt seemed the perfect pro-
ject as everyone could work on a square and all we
asked that it was bright and colourful.”

In all, 56 blocks were received including eight which
were made by a girls attending the after-school sewing
club. Four volunteers, Vanessa, Andrea, Louise and
Tanya, then helped assemble the quilt before taking it
to The Quilt Room in Dorking where is was profes-
sionally quilted using their long arm machines.
“Everyone has really enjoyed taking part in the pro-
ject” said one
volunteer who
added: “It has
been so lovely
to make a
small part of
such beautiful
quilt which
will hopefully
become much
loved”. 
S a r a h
Brangwyn, the organiser of the project, said: “I have
been so pleased with the response that we have had and
the quality of the work submitted has been amazing.
Every block received has been included in the quilt and
it’s a wonderful reflection of the sewing community we
have at Made and Making”.
For further information on how you can get involved
with Made and Making’s charity and community pro-
jects, please visit www.madeandmaking.co.uk.   

Trevor Butler



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Hurstpierpoint & sayers Common
twinning assoCiation Association members
have been invited by the Twinning Committee in S
Martin De Boscherville to a weekend 14th/17th June to
watch the Tall ships that visit Rouen every four years.
Members will have the opportunity to visit the ships in
dock in Rouen and then later in the weekend to view the
ships from the banks of the Seine as they sail down river
to their next destination. They will also be able to meet
members of the Twinning Association in France and
enjoy their hospitality.
Please contact me for more details and to book a place.
There will also be a golf competition again this year. Any
golfers out there please get in touch for more details.
I am looking for suggestions for events in Hurstpierpoint
and Sussex that we could invite our French counterparts
to as part of our programme for this year.
The proposed date for the AGM has been set as Friday
17th may in the Conference Centre Hurstpierpoint
Village Centre starting at 7.30 pm.
What we do - The Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common
Twinning Association is twinned with St Martin-de-
Boscherville, a delightful village on the banks of the
Seine just north of Rouen. St Martin is famous for its his-
toric Abbey which has recently celebrated its 900th
anniversary. Travel is normally on the Newhaven to
Dieppe ferry followed by a pleasant 50 minutes drive to
St Martin. Accommodation is with our hosts and we rec-
iprocate by inviting our French friends to stay in our

homes. The Association organizes a variety of events for
all ages. These events could have a sporting theme (golf,
tennis, cycling, walking etc.) a cultural theme (art, con-
certs, visiting historical buildings, gardens etc.) or an
educational theme (student exchanges, pen friends).
They all involve much socialising and meeting new
friends. Get involved - We are always looking for new
members and ideas. If you are interested in joining or
finding out more please contact me the Chairman on
01273 833195.                                           Mike Shute

newtimBer ViLLage Country anD Vin-
tage Fayre Sunday 23rd June
We are hosting a traditional Country and Vintage Fayre
in the picturesque village of Newtimber on Sunday 23rd
June at the Church Field, Church Lane, Newtimber,
BN6 9BT, off the A281 near Poynings, A23 Tates turnoff
from 10.30 am to 4.30 pm.
A wide range of stalls ranging from hog roast, crepes,
delicious street food, vintage ice cream van, flowers,
blacksmith, target shooting with Plumpton College, vin-
tage brocante, afternoon tea, plants, tombola, lots of chil-
dren’s stalls, local arts and crafts and so much
more. Dogs are welcome on leads. Fun for all the fam-
ily and children under 16 free of charge.
We are raising money for The Martlets Hospice and
Newtimber Church.
For more information call me on 01273 831877.  

Lucy Dalrymple



Have you thought that perhaps you don’t need to rip out the whole kitchen?

A thoughtful and considerate refurbishment may be the answer. There are many ways we can make your kitchen look
new and work like new without changing everything. It is more cost effective and much less messy!

Now! We could talk about the amazing range of replacement doors that we have on display at our Ditchling show-
rooms or the wonderful solid oak dovetailed drawers that we make but we are going to start by describing something
more mundane.

Let’s start at the beginning. Perhaps you need new doors or a tall oven or an eye level fridge or new worktops. Perhaps
some things need repositioning and some appliances need replacing. There are many different reasons people want
to re-arrange their kitchens.

The first thing we do is come and give you some sensible intelligent design ideas. How can we change/sort/move
around or replace the minimum elements of your kitchen to give you a refurbished kitchen that really works?

We do not try to sell you lots of new cabinets. We come and discuss how we can transform your existing kitchen with
the minimum of fuss and expense.

Yes, we have a fantastic range of doors and worktops and sinks and taps and appliances and that is important but we
are building our reputation on service and attention to detail.

So firstly, we simply come and discuss what you want or need. You will have your own thoughts. You may have lived
with some real irritations but can’t see a way to sort them out. We can add a professional designers eye. You might
well be pleasantly surprised how inventive we can be at resolving difficult kitchen problems. We will do some sketch-
es and scribble some plans and discuss costings and budgets. Then we will leave you with these ideas and let you mull
them over at your leisure. There is absolutely no pressure. We are not sales people; we are kitchen designers, cabinet
makers and kitchen installers  offering an exceptional service to the local community at a sensible price.

If you like the ideas then we invite you over to the showrooms at Ditchling [just off the beacon road] to discuss your
plans a bit further. 

Then we come back on site and have another chat…then we will do a neat intelligible plan and a proper quote.
Everything is done in a quiet and leisurely manner. We will never pester you. We will try to work within your budget.

We organise everything like the plumbing, gas fitting, moving a radiator or a new power point or making good an old
wall right down to the painting and decorating. 

When we arrive on the specified day we carefully remove all the contents of each cupboard and place the contents in
a plastic storage box which we label. Then we complete the work. At the end of the refurbishment we put everything
back in the cupboards…under your supervision. We clean and tidy as we go along. Our kitchen installers wear out-
side shoes outside and inside work slippers in your house. We try as best as we can to minimise the disruption, dust
and the mess. All old doors and worktops are immediately removed. The kitchen doorway is sealed off by a new plas-
tic doorway to keep the dust from the rest of the house.

When we’re finished we clean everything from top to bottom and make it sparkle.

We leave you with a bunch of flowers and a brand new looking kitchen with a twenty year guarantee.

Kitchen Carousel
Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

We are Kitchen Refurbishment specialists

If that sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

TO VIEW OUR WEBSITE PLEASE ENTER - kitchencarousel.co.uk - in your address bar
(If you just Google our website you will only end up with loads of internet rubbish and other adverts.)

But the best thing to do is call our chief designer and arrange a free design visit.

His name is Stephen Hamilton.    His tel no is: 07565 722055

Please note our extensive showrooms in Ditchling are only open by appointment!

Thanks for taking the time to read this.



For a free quote call Robin on

01273 834462

or 07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

www.interior-decorator.co.uk

01273 500 999

07816 408 123
www.thetreeworks.com

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing

nO JOB TO SMall • FRee eSTIMaTeS & aDVICe
Fully InSuReD • QualITy aSSuReD

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quotes

Bathroom & Kitchen Design & Installation
Painting & Decorating • Handyman by the hour
Minor building works • Small landscaping jobs

Odd Jobs • Tiling • Decking • Fencing
Property Maintenance

RePuTaBle, InSuReD & FaMIly Run
www.sussexhandyman.co.uk

TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON’ - and
the audio version of Talk About has come to the end of
its season. This April edition will be the last one to be
recorded for visually impaired readers. Sixteen years
ago, a blind man suggested that an audio version of
such a useful source of local information should be
included in the Village Action Plan. As a result, a group
of volunteers without funds, but rich in enthusiasm and
ingenuity, launched ‘Talk About on Tape’ in time for
the Queen’s Jubilee. Dennis Walmsley fitted up a stu-
dio mainly from equipment salvaged from skips, and
he and Simon Brown became responsible for the
monthly recording sessions. Friends and Neighbours
provided the cassettes, the Yews Talking News in
Haywards Heath gave Simon access to their expensive
copying machine, and a rota of volunteer readers was
quickly formed.  At its zenith, Talk about on Tape
reached the great majority of registered blind and par-
tially sighted people in Hassocks and Ditchling and
later, Hurstpierpoint. 
Why then, are we closing down?  The reason is simple:
we have been overtaken by technology. All talking
newspapers are having the same experience. Although
we now record on memory sticks as cassettes are obso-
lete, there is little demand for the service. The range of
audio services is vast compared with 16 years ago.
Happily there have also been significant medical
advances. More people are retaining useful vision so

all the enlarging facilities on tablets and PC’s are open
to them as well as audio. Talk About itself went on line
at the beginning of this year so our listeners can access
it direct.
Sixteen years is a long time, and not a single deadline
has been missed. Our thanks go out to so many people,
not least to Talk About staff who provided copy in good
time for it to be recorded and delivered by the 1st of the
month, and the Parish Council for acting as a postal
receiving centre. Our readers and editors have never
failed us, though there have been many occasions when
their laughter has caused our sound engineer to throw
all his switches. Recording sessions seem to be thera-
peutic. The Talk About on Tape or, more recently, Talk
About on Memory Stick, teams will miss them.

Margaret Ford

ANNuAl QuIZ AND CuRRY NIGHT
FuNDRAISER FOR JACK AND JIll PlAY-
GROuP. On Friday 24th May we will be holding a
Quiz and Curry Night at the Hassocks Hotel at 7.30
pm.
Jack and Jill Playgroup is the only charity run play-
group in Hassocks. Judy will return as the quiz mis-
tress. Quiz teams of up to 8 people (please arrange your
teams before the night). There will be a pudding auc-
tion after the curry. To book a table please contact me
on 07799 383481 or by emailing
helenpalmer@live.com.                         Helen Palmer
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StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

Visit your local corner of Eden
Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals

for all ages 
1st March - 31st October 2019

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/19)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

HURSTPIERPOINT SINGERS (1950 – 2019) It is
with a sense of sadness that we report the demise of this
once-thriving village choral society.  Founded in 1950
by a small group of like-minded friends, by the mid
1960’s it had a membership of 36, employing a paid
conductor and accompanist.  Rehearsals took place in
the Parish Room.  The Singers were a contributory
choir of the Lewes Music Festival, coming together
with others each year, to sing a major choral work
under the baton of nationally known Guest Conductors.
Financial considerations led to the choir becoming part
of the local Adult Education Programme, with termly
fees going to the District Council and rehearsals re-
locating to St. Lawrence School.  However, continuing
growth in numbers allowed the choir to become inde-
pendent and self-sufficient again and acquire charitable
status with the objective of “educating the public in the
art and science of music”.
Rehearsals then moved to the Music School at Hurst
College and in the mid 1980 / 90’s, membership
reached its peak at just under 80.  Thereafter numbers
began to decline, in spite of becoming part of the West
Sussex Festival Chorus, several recruitment drives and
a move to a more central rehearsal venue at Hurst
Methodist Church.  From 52 in 2004 the membership
has dropped to just over 20 – an unsustainable critical
mass for the type of music performed, resulting in the

decision to disband.
Over the years the choir has sung from a wide reper-
toire; from “Jingle Bells” to Handel’s “Messiah”; from
Hurd’s “Hip Hip Horatio” to Haydn’s “Creation”; from
Bach’s “Peasant Cantata” to Britten’s “Ceremony of
Carols”; from opera choruses to Janacek’s “Otcenas”;
from Stanford’s “Bluebird” to Coleridge Taylor’s
“Hiawatha” etc. etc.  The choir has performed in vil-
lage halls and the Albert Hall, in local churches and in
Arundel Cathedral and abroad.  In general, concerts
have been well received and in this respect, the Singers
would like to record their thanks to the loyal audiences
for their support over the years.
It is hoped to hold a wake later this year, when the
weather improves, when former Singers can re-unite in
a party atmosphere to celebrate the 69 years of
Hurstpierpoint Singers’ music making. 
(For any queries regarding a future gathering of the
Singers, contact David Redd, Secretary on 01273
831801)                                                

Pam Graham

WAKEHURST – KEW’ S WILD BOTANIC GAR-
DEN Hurstpierpoint Horticultural Society will be
hosting this illustrated talk by Iain Parkinson.  7.45 pm
on Tuesday 14th May at the Club Suite Hurstpierpont
Village Hall.                                              Kath Green



POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:
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Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER
01273 844411 or 07885 829455

richardr2pac@aol.com

• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield

removals ltd

BE AFRAID, BE VERY AFRAID This horror film
warning means a dreadful disaster is imminent. The
only reason that it was not heard at a crowded meeting
of environmental groups in Horsham in February was
that it was too close to the truth for comfort.  They had
met because of grim reality:  time was running out for
the human race. Climate change was rapidly becoming
climate breakdown.  Only by reducing carbon emis-
sions could we prevent ‘runaway and irreversible cli-
mate change’. We had only eleven years left to achieve
this. Scientists predicted that 2030 would be crunch
year. 
The meeting was called by Sussex Green Living.  The
audience was packed with people responsible for an
astonishing range of ‘green’ activities across Sussex
and Surrey, ranging from Kinder Living Home Shows,
community green space projects, kinder tech events
(repairing lap tops and PC’s) and a community fridge
scheme to reduce food waste.  Our Mid-Sussex vil-
lages, Hurstpierpoint, Hassocks, Keymer and
Ditchling, were represented by HKD Transition.
Alistair Whitby listed our solar energy projects with
Network Rail and at Downlands School, our rain gar-
dens, our food directory – there wasn’t time for every-
thing!  All good and useful ways of reducing our car-
bon footprint, and replicated across Sussex, but rather
resembling David and Goliath – though we all know

who won in the end.
In break out groups members tried to identify how else
we could press the urgency of the situation. – ‘create
action’ was the buzz word.  There was complete agree-
ment that pressure must come from us – the ‘ordinary
people’. We dare not rely on central government.  We
must tell the truth about climate change clearly, calmly
and frequently. There was a place for active, non-vio-
lent action. An increasing number of towns and coun-
cils were marking their determination to ‘create action’
by declaring a climate emergency. Surely this could
happen in Sussex?
With the May local government elections in the offing,
there was opportunity to raise these issues with
Councillors and candidates. It was agreed that we
should demand that our councils should declare a state
of climate emergency and undertake to review their
activities with the aim of reducing carbon emissions. It
was further agreed that the many groups represented
should unite to achieve this and a steering committee
was appointed to take this forward.  
Swift action has followed. The South East Climate
Alliance (https://seclimatealliance.uk/) has been
formed representing ‘green’ groups across Sussex. We
already have five Climate Reality Leaders in West
Sussex, people trained under the Al Gore leadership 

continued overleaf



Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

NICEIC & Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

Mid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate
We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

scheme, qualified to speak on climate change and look
at solutions, so we are off to a flying start.  West Sussex
County Council has been approached and a Motion laid
which will be debated in April.  In preparation,
Councillor Kirsty Lord, our Hassocks representative on
West Sussex County Council, is meeting with a group
of HKD members in March.  
High on the agenda will be ways in which we ’ordinary
people’ can influence the decision-makers. Should we
be pressing for ‘citizen’s assemblies’ where politicians,
the public and experts meet on equal terms to assess
evidence and agree targets? How can local authorities
support local groups wishing to set up a repair café or
to appoint ‘Ditch wardens’ to advise and help solve
local flooding issues? We hope that our meeting in
March will be the beginning, not the end, of the debate.
Your ideas are welcome.   Mail us on
info@hkdtransition.org.uk.                Margaret Ford

CABARET COMES TO WIVELSFIELD  Talented
local Jazz singer and community musician Lou
Beckerman will be joined by friends Sarah Carpenter
and Carol Sloman for an intimate cabaret performance
as glamorous trio FoxiVox at Wivelsfield Village Hall
on Saturday 27th July. These three talented female
musicians will provide a performance of song, story,
musical mischief and jazz with a theatrical twist.

FoxiVox is an innovative group with their stylish,
eclectic and entertaining interpretations of well-loved
standards, lesser-known classics and original composi-
tions.
This event has been organised by the Mid Sussex
Branch of Parkinson’s UK to raise funds for the
planned improvements to Wivelsfield Village Hall.
Branch Chairman Sue Blunden said     “Our group are
delighted to host this evening to support the Hall where
we hold our meetings and to welcome Lou Beckerman
who has become a good friend to our members through
leading our group choir. So why not put dress to
impress and join us!”
Tickets available from myself on 01444 483504 or
Barb 01444 470024.  Doors open at 7 pm.           

Sue Blunden

A CONCERT BY COTILLION  - THE LAST TRIP
HOME A celebration of the working horse and ox in
folk song and verse at St John the Evangelist Church,
Church Lane, Newtimber BN6 9BT on Saturday 27th
April at 7 pm
Tickets include interval refreshments, lucy.newtim-
ber@icloud.com 01273 831877 or gillian.bed-
lam@googlemail.com 01273 835013.
Superb raffle.  Join us in our pretty warm Downland
church for a fun evening.                     Lucy Dalrymple



Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that 

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you!
Professional, local and friendly service
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Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors, 

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks,
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing, 
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IS YOUR CHILD STRUGGLING TO LEARN?

Have difficulty sitting still and focusing?  Lacks under-
standing of tasks and or dislikes homework or reading?
Have you considered expert one to one Tuition?
After 30 plus years of teaching both at Primary and
secondary level, I have helped thousands of
pupils improve their learning in school and achieve
their potential, uplevel their grades and prepare them
for common entrance Exams, SATS & GCSEs.
I am able to do this by helping you as Parents under-
stand the barriers your child has in learning which
could be emotional or physical and give you strategies
to help them.  I use a variety of assessments both
Movement and Educational Testing and try to isolate
some of the difficulties your child is experiencing
whilst struggling to learn. I will then formulate some
strategies to help them improve concentration, attitude
and levels of attainment, but above all enjoy the
process.
I specialise in Maths delay, developing phonics knowl-
edge and reading, join up their handwritting, helping
them become independent learners, revise for exams,
plan and prepare coursework, but above all give them
confidence.
Homework set by school should not be a challenge
each week. I can also help you and your child with this
too.

Every child has a unique learning style and my private
tuition taps into this and celebrates each small step of
success.
At present I teach Maths in a local secondary and pri-
mary school. References and testimonials are available
if required. So whether you require a short term input
only, coaching for exams or continuous support, please
call me for an informal chat and basic assessment.

Fran Rabin

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Firstly I
would like to apologise for the confusion re dates in the
previous issue of this magazine and hope it did not
cause any problems.
The meeting in March was most enjoyable. It was great
to see some more ‘new’ people. Ian Gledhill gave a
most informative presentation on Art Deco which has
made me look up at buildings a lot more when I am out
& about.
At our next meeting, on Wednesday 1st May, Alfreda
Thorogood will be telling us about her varied career
with the ballet.
We meet at The Guide HQ, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint from 2pm - 4pm on the first Wednesday
of each month.
For more information please contact Dianne 01273

835284 or myself 07806 670359.                 Ann Tranter

IS YOUR CHILD STRUGGLING IN SCHOOL?
Homework help • SATS coaching • SEN

Maths Specialist • DBS Checked
35 yrs teaching experience • Ms Fran Rabin: BSc, PGCE
Hassocks 07413 733556 • fran_rabin@hotmail.com

Chimney Clean Sweep
Your local APICS & HETAS approved 

Chimney Sweep & Stove Installer
Birds Nests Removed, Stoves Serviced, Cowls & Caps Fitted,

Jamie Roberts 07810 888552 | 01273 082003
jamie@chimneycleansweep.com  www.chimneycleansweep.com



Landscape Gardening & Landscape Gardening & 

Ground Maintenance SpecialistsGround Maintenance Specialists
We offer a wide variety of competitively priced garden services

including :-

Creative Landscaping - Ground Maintenance - Garden Design 
Complete Garden Renovation - Fencing - Artificial Grass 

Patios & Driveways - Walls - Pagodas - Decking
Ornamental Lighting...And much more...

We operate a fully insured friendly, reliable & 

professional service & all work is guaranteed. 

For a free no obligation quote please contact 
Peter on 07795 128456 

or email:  admin@inthepipelineltd.co.uk

Funeral Tributes
Bespoke Arrangements,

Home Consultations for a more personal touch
To order please call 07887 377075   

penny.rogers@hotmail.co.uk

PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940
AGE CONCERN - Dale Avenue, Hassocks 01273
844461. Office hours between 9 am and 3.45 pm.
www.achassocks.co.uk email: enquiries@achas-
socks.co.uk Follow us on Facebook Age Concern
Hassocks. We have our own Charity Shop – Do pop in
and take a look.
Lunches served daily –please call us to book, we can
also help you get here on our bus! Do you know anyone
who is lonely at home and could do with a nice lunch
and some company? Refreshments for sale each morn-
ing and there is always cake to go with your cuppa. 
Hearing Aid Maintenance checks/batteries are held here
by Action for Deafness on the first Tuesday of each
month 9.30 am, but only that day per month – NHS Only
– just turn up and a waiting system is in place. On other
days we do not hold batteries here, you do need to con-
tact your supplier for these.
We have a Chiropodist and a Hairdresser here at the cen-
tre with appointments here Monday to Friday. Please do
call us to book your appointment.
We have Scrabble, German Scrabble Art, Canasta,
Mahjong, Knit and Natter and Craft sessions held here –
new members always welcome - please do come in and
ask us in the office or take a look at our website. We reg-

ularly arrange in house entertainment and outings too.
At our Knit and Natter mornings we knit squares to
make into blankets to send to Syria, and we have been
asked can anyone knit premature baby bonnets? These
need to be almost doll size with white, pink, blue or yel-
low soft baby wool. If you would like to help please just
drop them into us and we will distribute to the hospital.
I Pad training - From April we have I pad training on the
first and third Thursday afternoons of the month, please
do call us to book your place.
Our Charity Shop is open every day and also Saturday
mornings, we now take credit, debit and contactless
cards for payment! Are you an avid reader and like a
puzzle or two? We have a very good selection of second
hand books and jigsaw puzzles in our main hall for sale
– do pop in and take a look. 
Do you sing in a choir or play a musical instrument? Our
members here would love to hear you! If you or you
know anyone that would be happy to come in and play
to our members just after lunch for half an hour (or any
other time!) please do contact our office. We do have an
electric organ if anyone would like to come and play it
for us!                             

Kirsty Hunnisett



Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded
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call lucy on 07780 840462
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podiatry/chiropody
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Joanna Turns

Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel :  (01273) 843780

WE WILL, WE WILL ROCK YOU! SPRING
CONCERT WAS A HIT! Every year we look for-
ward to our Spring Concert and the range of musical
talent we have at the school. This year was no excep-
tion. With over 80 students taking part from Years 7 to
11 we enjoyed a fantastic showcase of music – from the
Downlands orchestra to Doods & Toots to Queen rock
to Double Bass to cajon to fanastic singing.
The first act was a variety of music with the
Downlands School Orchestra opening proceedings
with a great performance of Star Wars. We enjoyed
original pieces as well as old favourites. The second
half was dedicated to the music of Queen – finishing up
with We Will Rock You and Radio GaGa.
The best thing about the Spring Concert is that every-
one gets to play or sing – all you need is a love and an
enthusiasm for music – it was a joy!       Nicki Burston

DOWNLANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL Are you
interested in the education of children in our local com-
munity? Have you ever thought of being involved in
supporting one of our local schools?
The Governing Board of Downlands Community
School in Hassocks is looking to recruit co-opted gov-
ernors at the beginning of June 2019. All governors are
volunteers and no formal qualifications are required.
However as a co-opted governor you may be able to
use your professional skills in the role. At present, we
are particularly looking to recruit those with building
and financial expertise but we would also be glad to
hear from those who have other skills to offer.
Coming from a range of different backgrounds, our
governors have a wide variety of skills and experience
but all share a common interest in their commitment to
the education of children in our community.
To become a school governor you must be over 18
years of age. Those in employment are entitled to “rea-
sonable” time off work to carry out their governorship
duties.
The governing board exercises its authority collective-
ly rather than as individuals.
If you are interested in joining us, and would like fur-
ther information regarding the roles and responsibili-
ties of a school governor, please contact the Clerk to
the Governors, by emailing him at 
mhill@downlands.org. Di Hunt

CLAYTON WITH KEYMER CHURCHES are hav-
ing a Roaring Twenties Evening with a three course
meal and entertainment on Saturday 27th April at
Clayton Church Hall at 7.30 pm. 
Tickets available from Hassocks Hardware.  Dressing
Up encouraged but not compulsory! Prize for the best
outfit!                                                    Juliet Strange

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com



The hassocks hoTel
station approach east, hassocks BN6 8hN Tel: 01273 842113

www.thehassocks.co.uk                  info@thehassocks.co.uk

FREE CHILDS MEAL*
with each adults meal purchased

only with this voucher (Mon - Sun *not valid for sunday roast)
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Thanks to Simon & his team from Hassocks Paving & Patio for all their hard work 

Our garden and
patio areas

are now open!

NEW for 2019
A fully refurbished 

childrens’ play
area 

WELCOME TO SPRING!



Opening Hours
Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on

01273 843946 
Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Call Jeff or Katie on 01444 470151
Email: info@innovationblinds.co.uk                             Web: innovationblinds.co.uk

Quality Blinds & Shutters
and also

Fly Screens, Awnings, Curtains, Tracks & Poles

We come to you! Local Service Free Quotes

CHAILEY TRACTOR CLUB Lots and lots of good
things happening, so please take a few moments to
digest the following....
Events diary - not necessarily in date order.
Our Spring ‘River’ Tractor run will be meeting at 10
am at Tinkers Park, Hadlow Down for a 10.15 am
departure sharp. First comfort stop at Pig and Butcher
11 am. Thereafter 12.15 pm at the Laughing Fish and
then onto Lewes where we will be led into Harveys
Yard by steam courtesy Ben Flloyd of Tinkers. Arrival
Harveys Lewes 2 pm.
Tinkers Park Events: We have teamed up for several
event with Tinkers. Their own primary events are their
steam rally weekend 1st/2nd June, model railway and
bus rally weekend 3rd/4th August and Tinkers open
day Saturday 28th September. 
Chigley’s Summer tractor run is on Saturday 29th
June, route and timings to be advised shortly.
Pig and Butcher, Saturday 24th August, Chigley’s
summer barbeque comprising an early short run arriv-
ing Five Ash Down 1 pm until 4 pm. Basically a gath-
ering of tractors and steam, static with bar, barbeque,
live folk music and Morris dancing. Bring kids, friends
and family.
Oakwood Vintage & Classic Car Festival is on Sunday
26th May at Oakwood Farm, Wivelsfield 10 am
onwards.                                                         Howard

OPEN GARDEN Sunday 12th May Birchanger
Gardens, Handcross RH17 6JY.  2 pm to 5.30 pm.
The Worrall family are again kindly opening their gar-
den for charity, and on Sunday 12th May it will be in
aid of St Catherine’s Hospice.  This is a beautiful 7-acre
garden with magnificent displays of azaleas, rhododen-
drons, camellias and magnolias.  There is a grassy
avenue, lake, lily pond, pergola, Etruscan-style temple
and much more.  This lovely garden is only open to the
public for a few weekends each year, so make sure you
don’t miss it.
Children free, dogs on leads, Free car parking,
Refreshments with home made cakes (closes 5.00 pm),
2 miles east of A23 at Handcross on the B2110, 2 miles
north of Balcombe, Signposted on the day.  Further
details from Marian Erritt on 01444 413391.
Check St Catherine Hospice’s website
www.stch.org.uk for details of other gardens that will
be opening this year to raise much needed funds. 

Joan Moon

DOWNSFEST 2019 – Saturday 7th September from
4 pm to 10 pm. A date for your diary. Our very own
Hassocks Music Festival raising money for St Peter
and St James Hospice. Our headline Queen tribute band
is booked. More information to come. In the meantime,
if you would like a stall or join the line-up on stage with
your performance send your details and video clip to
michellebinks5@outlook.com.               Michelle Binks



Jon Barker
House & Garden Maintenance
fencing • guttering • brickwork • patios

paths • painting • house & garden Clearance
flat pack Construction & fitting

assembly of Sheds & their bases
lawn mowing • hedge trimming 

tree felling • planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

hurStpiErpoint

SalES of nEw & uSEd maChinES

SErviCing & rEpairS of all

brandS & typES of maChinEry

martin@allmechanical.co.uk

07719 303299
Free Local Collection & Delivery Service

Est 1968

The Old Flower Field
4 Star Holiday Lodges & Campsite

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Relax & Unwind in 4 Star Assessed Luxury Lodges 

or share a camping experience on the edge of the 

South Downs National Park, just a short walk from the village.

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or telephone 01273 835696 for details.
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FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS It’s delicious! - it’s
delightful! — it’s delovely!! Come and join us at our
Cream Tea afternoon on Bank Holiday Monday 6th May
at the Adastra Hall Hassocks from 2.30 pm until approx
4.30 pm. Doors will open at 2.15 pm for an ‘early
cuppa’ before the first Cream tea at 2.30 pm. Last tea
will be served at 4.15 pm. Tickets are on sale  at
Pavilion Electrics in Keymer Road, Hassocks at the
usual very reasonable cost and there will be a raffle to
add to the excitement of the occasion.
Four weeks later, on 6th June sees the 75th anniversary
of ‘D.Day‘ and, in true Friends and Neighbours style we
shall be wearing red, white and blue to commemorate
that famous date during World War Two. Why not sport
any of those colours that you may have in your wardrobe
to join us!
A donation from the proceeds of the afternoon will be
given to the Crohn’s in Childhood Research Association
so please come along for a friendly and enjoyable after-
noon to support us. Don’t be alone on Bank Holiday -
we look forward to your company!

Friends and Neighbours

reMEmber, THE CHRONIC FATIGUE SYN-
DROME SOCIETY is based in Hurstpierpoint/
Hassocks. We provide information and help to patients
and carers throughout Sussex and beyond. We also cam-
paign for better services for people who have ME/CFS,
and we support biomedical research into the illness. We
are delighted to announce that we have just received a

grant through the Sussex Community Foundation to help
healthcare professionals learn more about this long-term
illness and to help establish a service for children who
have ME/CFS. 
Our annual ME/CFS Awareness Conference will be held
this year at Clair Hall, Haywards Heath on Saturday 11th
May starting at 2.30 pm. Our key speakers will be Dr
Charles Shepherd, medical advisor to the ME
Association and Nina Muirhead, a surgeon, both of
whom have ME. Light refreshments will be provided and
admission is by ticket only. For more information go to
our website, www.remembercfs.org.uk or contact the
Director, Janice Kent, on 01273 831733, e-mail
me_cfs@hotmail.com.                                 Bill Kent

HASSOCKS CROQUET CLUB Croquet is a sport for
everyone. New members welcome. If you would like to
learn how to play Croquet or are already an experienced
player why not consider joining The Hassocks Croquet
Club. We are a friendly local club who play Croquet
most weekdays in the daytime during the season (from
April to October) at The St. James’s Montefiore Cricket
Club, Keymer Road Hassocks (the road from Hassocks
to Ditchling). Free parking in large car park. New play-
ers are able to borrow the club’s mallets.
For further details please contact Jeanette Grant 01273
844836 or email
to hassockscroquetclub@gmail.com or visit our web-
site www.hassockscroquetclub.net.          

Tony Bright



ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB We have now
finalised our entry into two new leagues.  The first is
the Brighton, Hove and District Men’s League played
on Tuesday evenings and the second is the Hove Mixed
League played on Thursday afternoons.  Both these
leagues will set us new challenges and give opportuni-
ties for experienced and improving bowlers. 
Why not think of joining us for some enjoyable lawn
bowling?  It’s a fun and friendly way of getting light
aerobic exercise in the fresh air.  Age is no limitation,
young or old.  This is by no means just a sport for
retired people.  We play both friendly and competitive
league matches to suit all standards.  We offer an
optional trial membership for those new to bowling and
this includes four coaching sessions which will take
you to a level where you should be confident to com-
pete in friendly matches.
Dates for your diary - 27th April, 4th, 6th, 11th and
18th May, 10 am to 12.30 pm – Open mornings at the
club.  Come and try bowling for yourself.  All equip-
ment provided and coaches will be there to give you all
the help you need.  All we ask is that you come with
light, flattish footwear.  www.adastrabowling.club,
adastrabowling.club@gmail.com, Facebook 
@adastrabowling Frank Titford

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY We do apologise but
our May film is now being on 25th April.  Cold War,
our film is based on the Director’s own parents’ rela-
tionship and highlights the hardships experienced by
people living in exile.   Set against the backdrop of the
late 1940’s Cold War in Poland, two people from dif-
fering backgrounds and temperaments Wiktor and
Zula, embark on an almost impossible and destructive
romance.  As performing musicians, they are forced to
play into the communist propaganda machine but
dream of escaping to the creative freedom of the west.
Shot in shimmering black and white, it is an artfully
crafted and flawlessly acted film which is visually stun-
ning, passionate, wistful and thoughtful in equal mea-
sure.
Director:  Pawel Pawlikowski    Polish   2018    84 min-
utes.  15 Cert.
The film will be shown in Ditchling Village Hall.  The
films start at 8 pm.  Doors open at 7.30 pm.  Free cof-
fee, tea and biscuits are available and wine can be pur-
chased by the glass beforehand. There is ample free
parking behind the hall.  Guests and temporary mem-
bers are welcome for a small sum payable at the door.

Rowena and Melanie 

All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

DiD you know ??
you can now read the Village Voice 

& Hassocks Talk About online?
www.villagemagazines.co.uk



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

C Ar p e t  C l e A n i n g

B y  C l e A n - A - C A r p e t
Fr iendly,  Fami ly  Run Business.

Compet i t ive Pr ices & Local  to  the Area
For  adv ice on a l l  o f  our  serv ices

Cal l  John or  Emma on 
01273 831037 or  07960 495325

THE CLAYTON & KEYMER BRANCH OF THE
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION WOMEN’S SECTION
We meet at 3 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month at
our headquarters in Woodsland Road, Hassocks.  We are
a friendly group and visitors are very welcome. 
For further information about our activities, please con-
tact our Chairman, Jenny Budd on 07719 922326.
On May 9th our speaker is Helen from ‘The Women’s
Royal Voluntary Service’.  The competition is for
‘Something Wooden’.  Talking of Voluntary Services,
recently Val Upton, a very busy lady who wears various
voluntary hats in the local community, came along to tell
us about the work of  the ‘Mid Sussex Older People’s
Council’.  Val thoroughly recommends volunteering as
the personal returns are great.  Satisfaction from a job
well done, or just knowing you’ve helped to brighten
someone’s day, plus the added bonus of lasting friend-
ships and plenty of fun along the way.  
The MSOPC have compiled a comprehensive directory
of resources available to help older people with prob-
lems that may be troubling them.  Advice and support
can be found for issues such as health, money, safety,
transport, etc., etc., even bewildering modern technolo-
gy!

A Date For Your Diary: Our next Coffee Morning is on 
Saturday 15th June at Age Concern Hassocks between 
9.45 am and 11.45 am.  Your support is always wel-
comed.                                                       Liz Thomas 

HASSOCKS MAY DAY – Monday 6th May 12 pm to
4 pm at Adastra Park. 
We have two very exciting new activities to offer you
this year: a Flower Festival, application forms from
Bella June to raise money for Sussex Cancer and
Hassocks Community Fun Run, entry on the day, organ-
ised by Hassocks Community Runners. Our very popu-
lar Dog Show will be returning, along with Owls Out &
About and a football challenge from Hassocks Junior
Football Club. Have a go at whittling with the National
Trust or signing challenges by Talking Hands? Much
more to see and do too! 
Or if you prefer to sit and watch, enjoy a cuppa and a
cake at the Community Café raising funds for Children’s
Cancer and PearlPower, or have a pint and burger at the
beer festival hosted by Hassocks Keymer Sports and
Social Club. Join in a traditional dance round the
Maypole. Lots to see and do. Look forward to seeing you
there! Room for more; if you would like a stall please
email michellebinks5@outlook.com Michelle Binks



Full Rewires - Minor Domestic Work

Alarms - Free Quotes

ContACt Steve  07703 688659
Steverobinsonelectrical@gmail.com                              Robinsonelectricalwestsussex.co.uk

THE LADIES OF THE TOWNWOMEN’S GUILD met
on the 26th February for their monthly meeting at the
Pauline Thaw centre, on this occasion to welcome our
speaker for the afternoon, Mr John Withall who gave a most
interesting account on the history of Wakehurst Manor and
all the people who had lived there.
Edward Culpepper, a distant relative of Thomas Culpepper
the famous herbalist commissioned the mansion in 1590 on
land previously purchased by William de Wakehurst which
evidence has been discovered of Stone Age and Iron Age
activities (charcoal burning) and Roman (iron smelting).
The mansion was then sold on to Dennys Lydell,
Commissioner for the Navy in the reign of Charles II for a
purchase price of £9,000.     The sale being necessary to
cover a Culpepper family member’s gambling debts.    Over
the years the mansion was taken over by other incumbents,
each putting their own individual mark on the property, the
last being Sir Henry Price (the ‘Fifty Shilling Taylor’) and
his wife Lady Eve, who in 1965 bequeathed the manor to the
National Trust.
The manor played it’s part in WWII, having been taken over
by the War Office in 1939.   It then became the HQ for the
Canadian Army and HQ for the planning of the D Day land-
ings.     Recently an underground radio station and several
relics from WWI have been located in the gardens.
Wakehurst is now managed by Royal British Gardens with
the Millennium Seed Bank opening in 2000, now holding
approximately 25% of the world’s species and by contrast a
yew tree is still standing in the garden which has been dated
to the year 1391!
Very many thanks to Mr Withall for this insight  - in addi-
tion to being a lovely place to visit, what  a fascinating his-
tory Wakehurst Place has to offer.
Our next meeting is on the 23rd April commencing 2.30 pm
at the Pauline Thaw Centre when our speaker for the after-
noon will be Gilly Halcrow whose talk is entitled
‘Churchill’s S.O.E. Special Operations Executive’.    For
further information please contact Mrs Sheila Southwell
01273 841106.      Avril Williams

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY The past few months have certainly
kept Sussex Vale Rotarians on their toes.  Since the begin-
ning of the year we have been delighted to welcome Rev
Alex Baxter, Don Ingram and Pamela Bovill as new mem-
bers of the club.  In February, we had a very successful Pie
Night For Polio at the New Inn which raised £380 on the
night and will be topped up to £1140 by the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, to continue the fight against this dreadful
disease.  Downlands School made their way to the District
Final of the Rotary ‘Youth Speaks’ competition held at St
Theresa’s School, Dorking and a number of us went along to
support the team.  They were competing against 5 other
teams and did very well in a tight contest, but couldn’t get
any further, but had the consolation of winning the Best
Chairperson award.   Our next club meeting was a live music
evening, when the members and their guests were enter-
tained by Marcus Martin and Alan Leith.  16th March saw
us at the Ditchling Newcomers event, when we joined other
local groups to greet new residents of Ditchling and talk
about our club activities and what we offer.  Further to that
we made a donation to The Park Centre for Breast Cancer
for materials to be used to make post-operative cushions for
women following surgery. Acting in conjunction with us,
members of Hassocks WI then set to work sewing and stuff-
ing the cushions.  During all this we are still working
towards organizing the Live Concert on 26th April 7.30 pm
at St Cosmos and St Damian Church in Keymer.   Entry is
free, but a collection will be taken on behalf of the local
charity ‘Know Dementia’.   Sussex Vale Rotary has mem-
bers from Burgess Hill, Ditchling, Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint
and surrounding areas. If you are interested in learning more
about Rotary International and how you can help or join us,
please contact our club secretary on secretary@rotary-

sxvale.org.uk or call 07546 111996, he will be pleased to
hear from you.  Alternatively, you can follow us on
Facebook or check our website, www.rotary-sxvale.org.uk           

Duncan Honeyman



PC Problems?
...we come to you

• Computer Repairs
• Hardware Upgrades
• Software Issues
• Data Recovery
• Virus & Malware Removal
• Networking

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878

KEY C
u

TTIN
G

KIT
C

H
EN

H
O

u
SEW

A
RES

C
A

M
PIN

G
 G

A
S

D
.I.

Y.

D
u

Lu
x

PA
IN

T M
Ix

IN
G

G
A

RD
EN

PA
RA

FFIN

TO
O

LS

Buckets & Spades•Sandcastle Flags

Footballs•Football Pumps

Balls•Character Balls•Badminton Sets

tennis rackets•Crickets Bats

Foam Baseball Bats•Water Shooters

Water Bombs•Paddling Pools

Beach Balls •Swimming rings

Lilos•Skipping ropes •HulaHoops

Kites•Flying Discs•Bubbles

Bubble Wands and much much more !!

52 Keymer road, Hasssocks - 01273 846978

Summer IS
arrIvIng at 

QD StatIonery
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