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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd

All Electrical 
Work Undertaken

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Local Resident

Contact Ben Watson on 

01273 845960  
07971 549939

Boilers Installed 

Serviced & Repaired

Heating Updates

Bathroom Design & Installation

Local Resident
Fully Insured

call Stuart on 07738 679167
or Adam on 07983 693089

admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SoN LTD.
QuaLIfIED BuILDERS

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

Est since 

1976

Hassocks/

Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

• Does your patio need pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

• is your Roof Watertight? We repair tiled, Slated & felted Roofs

• is your Chimney obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?

•are your gutteRS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976 (45 years)

please call us if you require a fRee estimate 



Plumbing and heating

Qualified, local professional

ian Parkin

01273 833793 or 07986 401670
All regular & emergency gas & plumbing

Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems. 

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.

Hot water cylinders & water tanks. 

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing.

Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

217843

Kevin Jerrey
Interior & Exterior Decorating

over 30 years experience • Advanced City & Guilds

01273 844213

john russell john russell 

Car Body Work • mot Welding 
Valeting • Competitive Prices

07971 276126
Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS • Qualified Maths Teacher

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Education Specialist

07752 186678  Hassocks Based

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978.

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the APRiL 2021 iSSUE is 1st March 2021
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that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you.
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Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT Of HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks. 
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill 

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Oct. - 31st Mar. 2021.)
OPEN Mon, Tues,Wed,Fri Sat & Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm (CLOSED THURSDAY)

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT fORGET YOUR PROOf Of ADDRESS



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

Call Robin on

01273 834462
07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

Professional & Reliable Service

Fully Insured

General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery 

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Ornamental Plant Care

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways 

Turfing & New Lawn Installation

Brian McAllister BSc MPhil

01273 447400
07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

We thank Brian Stevens for this photo of London, Road, Sayers Common, circa early 1930’s.  
The West side lost out in the scheme of things, Holes Engineering works and Petrol Station

can be seen while the original Post Office was further up the road 
before relocating to the East Side.



07889 447904

01273 845912

All Plumbing & Gas work.

Bathroom Design & Installation.

Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating 

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs. 

No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

PLUMBiNG &

HEATiNG LTd

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

The Old Flower Field
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges

Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk. 

email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or 

telephone 01273 835696 for details.

Available for
stays between 
3 and 31 days

STATION GARAGE
* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *

* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERviCEd *

*  BOSCH diAGNOSTiC EQUiPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check

*  WELdiNG  *  BOdYWORK  *

*  FULL MECHANiCAL REPAiRS  *

*  M.O.T. WHiLE YOU WAiT (including diesels)  *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings

STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

THE LATE JOYCE BIGGS (FORMERLY

BOOKER).  Mum, Joyce died peacefully in
her sleep on 17th January 2021 just 7 months
short of her 100th birthday. She died in Villa
Adastra where she had been cared for due to
Alzheimer’s for the last four years.
She had lived in Keymer since 1958 and was
an active member of local Hassocks society.
She was president of the Townswomen’s
Guild, took acting roles in the local drama
group and sung in the choir. Joyce was also a
regular at Age Concern helping out when she
could.
For many years she was the Office Manager
at the Ditchling Press in Ditchling before it
moved to Burgess Hill.
Her funeral was on 5th February.

She will be greatly missed by her daughter
Elaine, son Stephen, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Elaine Corcut and Stephen Booker

A NOTE FROM THE HASSOCKS FIELD

SOCIETY In the last issue Suzanne Glossop
wrote about her love of Tiptree jam and the
visit she enjoyed with the Hassocks Field So-
ciety to the Tiptree tearoom and museum in
2019. We are so glad Suzanne enjoys our out-
ings. The Field Society, in normal times, or-
ganises several trips during the summer as
well as walks and rambles and also has a win-
ter programme of talks, etc. Details of our ac-
tivities are available by calling 01273 832351

(or on our website www.hassocksfieldsoci-

ety.org.uk.)                                Beryl  Varley



Hurstpierpoint Based Bricklayer
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/day rate

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,

concreting and chimney repairs.
call darryl on 07546 931162 / 01273 832558

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

Family Run Business

Fully Insured

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

PETER MARTIN A bench to commemorate
Peter’s life has been placed in the south field
of Adastra Park, by the side of the Adastra
Hall.
Peter loved living in Hassocks and for many
years served on both the parish and district
councils as well as several local organisations.
Peter’s family would like to thank all those
friends, residents and organisations who con-
tributed to the purchase of the bench and com-
memorative plaque.
Special thanks are also offered to Tracey at
Hassocks parish council for all her help in get-
ting the bench installed in an appropriate lo-
cation.              Jilly Hamilton (Peter’s sister)

LOCKDOWN LOUNGE - IDENTIFYING

AND MONITORING WILDLIFE 5th

March. 7.30 pm to 9pm
Local ecologist Laurie Jackson will talk about
the importance of monitoring wildlife, and
how you can contribute to recording schemes
that provide vital information for nature con-

servation. She will also highlight some of the
resources available to help with identifying
your local wildlife finds.
Access Details: Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/98131237713?pwd=dFdI

Y3I5UFhweFJRdVBQdHFvT2NwUT09

Meeting ID: 981 3123 7713

Passcode: 788693.                 Margaret Ford

THE BEACON PARISH At the time of
writing, (end January), weekly services of
Holy Communion filmed in different outside
locations in the Parish are being live streamed
at 11.00 am each Sunday.
Each service is also available to watch later
via our website at https://www.beacon-

parish.co.uk/ For details of future services
and updated information should Government
regulations have changed by the time you re-
ceive this magazine, please check the website
or the Facebook page at https://www.face-

book.com/thebeaconparish

Sherrian Guest

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES
specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING FOR 20 YEARS

Regular maintenance or one off cuts • All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting • Turfing • Fully Insured • NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446



Your friendly Hurstpierpoint based electricians.

Part P approved electrical contractors.

Covering all aspects of electrical works. 

Fully insured.

Tel: 07766 950429 

01273 317330

info@pdelectrical.net
****SPECIAL OFFER**** 

Call for a free visual electrical inspection of your home

FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE 

CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating, 

plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience

specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

0771 362 3949
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

THANK YOU I wish to express my thanks
to the kind person who found my hearing aid
and handed it into QD Stationery.  I also ex-
tend my thanks to the QD Staff for providing
this ‘Lost and Found’ service.                   DB

DITCHLING WI’S next meeting will be
held by Zoom on 2nd March at 7.30 pm. We
suggest that you join the meeting 10 minutes
earlier so everyone can log in.
Dr. Jonathan Newman is an Associate Post-
Doctoral who works as an Associate Tutor for
Anthropology in the Department of Global
Studies at University of Sussex his talk on the
evening will be entitled Anthropological Hol-
idays.
The committee looks forward to seeing you on
the evening. Mercedes Madden 

YEW TREES IN THE CHURCHYARD In
your February issue Mr Blencowe tells us all
about churchyard yew trees.  Very interesting

and all of it new ‘knowledge’ for me.
As a boy living in south London, my father
dragged me round many churches mainly in
Surrey, because he had a great interest in
church  history and architecture.  He was a
schoolmaster and Saturdays and Sundays were
just an extension of his weekday work but
with only his 3 sons to talk to. This he did in
an embarrassingly loud booming voice which
attracted the attention of other visitors to the
church.  Sometimes, to his surprise and our
pleasure he received a tip and we converted it
into ice cream cornets as soon as possible.
The churchyard yew tree was of interest to me
because of its age and purpose.  The only story
I was ever told (and confirmed many years
later when I became churchwarden at West-
meston Church of St Martin) does not seem to
be known to Mr Blencowe.
In mediaeval times the village church and
churchyard were very important and central to
the life of the community. The churchyard was



Faulty Door or Windows Locks?

Broken or Lost Keys?

Locked Out?

• Commercial & Domestic

• Free Security Surveys

• Independent

• Master Key Systems

• Locks Supplied & Fitted

• UPVC Door Specialist

• DBS Checked  • 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

Tel : 01273 068 086 • Mobile : 07538 521 210
Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk 

www.snsecurity.co.uk

A C Drew Plumbing & HeAting
All plumbing and gas work undertaken

boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).

new heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, local & Fully insured • no job too small

07967 440 805
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

PLASTERING
L. BARNES

CEILINGS  •  WALLS  •  FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845

the only green open space where village peo-
ple met and children played after the church
services.
Gravestones - so familiar today - were not in-
vented until Victorian times.  St Martins Fair,
granted to Westmeston in 1312AD, was held
in the graveyard to the north of the church
where only poor people were buried.  This
caused the land to the south of the church to
become raised as body after body was interned
there.   Most village churches had to have a
charnel chamber as fresh burials revealed the
bones of previously interred villagers.   In
Westmeston church the charnel chamber was
discovered a few years ago to be under the
central aisle of the church.
Before the invention of barbed wire, farmers
fences were of poor quality and thorn hedges

were relied upon to retain stock.  As there
were no motor cars a cow would be safe if it
broke through the hedge and grazed on the
verges of the tracks, as roads were before Mr
MacAdam in the mid-19th century.  
The Rector was certainly not having loose
cows trampling the fresh graves in the church-
yard.   To prevent this a yew tree was planted
and so it was clear to farmers with land close
to the church that stock could not have any
chance to break out.  The Rector did not want
to poison any animal and the yew tree was
there as a warning to local farmers.
All this stuff was told to me in my young boy-
hood in the 1920s and remained firmly in my
mind.  I know that it was correct because after
all, he was a schoolmaster. 

Harold Rowling, Westmeston





Quick Response

no callout chaRge

locks changed & upgRaded

24 houR callout

discount foR senioR citizens

call lucy on 07780 840462
store this number on your phone,

you never know when you will need it.
top trades person

oF the Year

•

Lu
cy L

ocksmith
•

Bright FM’s 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

t: 01273 846621

m: 07734 876 106

mt.heating@btinternet.com

michaelturnerheating.com

1 Park Avenue, Hassocks

West Sussex BN6 8LT

• Gas

• Oil

• Solar

• Air Source

• Solid Fuel J
F
C

JASPER 
FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected 

01273 843571or 07801 370700 
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

MID SUSSEX RAMBLERS As the
Ramblers' group for the Mid Sussex area
we offer a varied programme of walks
throughout the year to suit all ages and
abilities.   Our walks programme is avail-
able on our website:  www.midsus-
sexramblers.co.uk along with
information about the group.   
Walks are arranged on Tuesdays and
weekends throughout the year and vary in
length from 4-12 miles.   During the sum-
mer there are short walks on Wednesday
evenings, trial walks and leisurely nature
walks.
New and experienced walkers are both
very welcome and if you would like to try
one of our walks please get in touch via
the Contact Form on our website, email 
msrpublicity@gmail.com or telephone
our Secretary and Publicity Officer, Sue
Blandford, on 01403 255654.                            

Jo Mitchell
We thank the late Jean Schwager 

for the postcard of this house in Keymer



01273 843300

07788 713954
Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS

PATIOS

BLOCK PAVING

LAWN MOWING

DECKING

BRICKWORK

FENCING

TURFING

PONDS

GROUND WORKS

GENERAL MAINTENANCE

07
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8 
83

64
51

Val Anderson
Curtain Maker

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds

Repairs, Remakes, Alterations 

FRee estiMAte & hoMe Visit

hassocks Resident

01273 846732•07599 009440

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS-JONES

M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS.

REFLEXOLOGY, 
HOLISTIC MASSAGE 

& AROMATHERAPY

Telephone: (01273)
846938

HASSOCKS WI We have not been idle dur-
ing lockdown!
We have been learning about Zoom, and have
conducted committee and members’ meetings.
We also set up a Phone Buddy Scheme, where
committee members would each keep in con-
tact with a small group of members, to combat
isolation and loneliness.
Christmas was celebrated with surprise goody
bags for each member (thank you Commit-
tee!) which were very well received – I loved
my luxury hand cream and chocolate lolly!
Chocolate also figured in one of our Zoom
presentations by Jane Napper (from Simply
Chocolate in Whitstable) who showed us how
to make our own delectable chocolates. Yum!  
Other Zoom talks covered Hampton Court,
Knepp Castle Rewilding, Cocktails for Christ-
mas and the amazing photography of Jim
Holmes’ “Humanitarian Vision”.
Thanks to President Hilary and Secretary Bar-
bara for keeping us informed on Federation

courses.
February events comprise a talk from Beatrice
von Preussen, a scientist and artist, on her ad-
venture in the Antarctic, and a virtual tour of
Ben Cross’s flower nursery. In March our
speaker Simon Gregor will be telling us about
his interesting life as a tour guide.
If you are interested in joining us, please email
wihassocks@gmail.com or phone Barbara
O’Rourke on 01273 846811.

Kate Hastings

CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for volunteers to deliver
your free magazine Village Voice which
has been delivered to you for the past
24 years in the Hurstpierpoint, Al-

bourne and Sayers Common and sur-
rounding areas.  Do you think you have

any spare time to deliver to your
road/area then please give us 

a call on 01273 846978 
or email info@villagemagazines.co.uk



K. Virgo Plumbing & Heating
24hour Call Out *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer 
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing

*Free estimates, all work guaranteed  

t: 01444 239898     m: 07796 263710 305205

POiNT APPLIANCE CARE
Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA 

& INDESIT

Most Makes of 

cookers and washing Machines 

repaired

RICHARD WARNER

01273 844411 or 07885 829455
richardr2pac@aol.com

ELITE GARAGE DOORS 

• NEW DOORS

• AUTOMATION

• REPAIRS

• GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122

Maintenance | design | cOnstructiOn

Oliver edwards

07731 489045 
oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

DITCHLING PLAYERS Hello, I’m sure
like me you were all glad to see the back of
2020 and, whilst 2021 seems to be equally un-
predictable, there is a glimmer of hope with
the vaccinations that are now being rolled out,
so fingers crossed.
As you’ll be aware the Performing Arts, both
professional and amateur, have been hit very
hard with the pandemic and it’s been a strug-
gle to come up with ideas as to what to do
apart, of course, from the ‘Zoom’ meetings
which seem to have popped up all over the
place. Those of you with long memories may
remember that we had hoped to put on ‘Pri-
vate Lives’ at the end of 2019 but this was
sadly not to be and so we set our sights on
May 2020 (this was in November 2019), but
fate had other ideas and so this has had to be
pushed back a number of times. However,
we’ve been very fortunate with a stalwart di-
rector, cast and backstage crew who have been
prepared to adapt to everything and so we’re

tentatively looking to put this on in
October/November 2021 taking into account
all of the restrictions etc and I hope to be able
to keep you updated on this in the coming
months especially as the situation becomes
clearer for us all. We’re also looking at an
open-air review in the middle of the year at a
local venue and again I hope to be able to pro-
vide you with more details on this in future ar-
ticles, so watch this space.
Finally, it’s recently been brought to my atten-
tion that in 2021 the Players will be celebrat-
ing 75th years of existence. We’re very
fortunate that our President, Ian Clayton, has
an extensive archive of photographs; pro-
grammes etc of our productions but if you or
someone you know has either memories of
past productions or connections with the Play-
ers please do get in touch. Contact details can
be found on our website. In the meantime, stay
safe & well.                      

David Tettersell



P.R. ROOFING LTD
(Established 1989)

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

• GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
• Flat Roofs
• EPDM Rubber Roofs
• Chimney Repairs & Pointing
• Tiling, Slating
• Moss Removal
• uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

ride-on mowers/garden Tractors

countax & Westwood our speciality.

enquire about our seasonal service plan.

free collection & delivery Service.

visit our website for more details.

www.sussexgardenmachinery.uk 

01444 244491

Servicing, repairS 

& SaleS of all 

garden machinery

LAPTOPS FOR LOCKDOWN @ DOWN-
LANDS COMMUNITY SCHOOL The na-
tional laptop shortage for students has been
well documented recently and we at Down-
lands Community School want to do all we
can to help our young people receive the sup-
port and equipment they need in order to con-
tinue their learning. These young people are
our future and we pride ourselves on doing all
we can to help them be the best they can be.
Downlands Community School have been the

grateful recipients of the generosity of our
local community, we have received over
£7400 to enable more of our students to have
a school laptop at home. We would like to
publicly thank those who have supported us
already - Pet ID Microchips, Burgess Hill &
District Lions Club, the Jupp Family, DMC
Partnership & an anonymous donation of
£1500.
Despite this generosity we are still in need of
many more laptops and we are hoping that our
colleagues in our local business community
will want to link with us and support us with
this initiative.
As you know, all students, apart from key-
worker students are remote learning during
this current lockdown. Each student needs to
have access to a laptop so that they can access
their lessons, be they via PowerPoint, Zoom
or Teams. While most homes have at least one
device, with the majority of parents working
from home, there is often not enough technol-
ogy to go around, to enable everyone to com-



hollingum electrical ltd
LOcAL, FriEndLy, EFFiciEnt

nO JOb tOO sMALL

cALL FOr A FrEE quOtE

telephone Josh 

on 07818 017917

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

Hassocks InterIors
a complete home improvement service

Est. 1994

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured 

Call Scott on 
07812 569510

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

OSTEOPATHY
Emma Ross 

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988

01273 843380 

or 07860 470081

www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

StoneywiSh 
nature 
reServe

This advert will
admit one person
FREE with any

full paying adult
(valid until 31/10/21)

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Walks • Gardens

Exhibitions • Animals

for all ages 
1st March - 31st October 2021

Visit your local corner of Eden

plete the work they need to, be that parents or
children. Therefore, we want to enable as
many of our students as we can to be given ac-
cess to laptops that they don’t have to share.
To enable us to raise funds more easily, we
have started a Crowdfunding page (link
below) and we ask you to take a look at and

share with
your friends
and col-
leagues and
ask them to
share it with
theirs. In re-
turn, we can
offer you ad-
v e r t i s i n g
space at future
school events,

discounted hire of our Amphitheatre, public
thanks via our social media platforms where
we will include links to your social media

pages and website, advertising space in event
brochures and we would be willing to discuss
any other requirements you have in exchange
for supporting ‘Laptops for Lockdown’.
https://donatemyschool.com/downlands-

community-school-2460

We have also recently launched a School Lot-
tery.  The first draw took place on Saturday
13th February. The Lottery runs every Saturday
from now on, so if you would like to take part
then please click the link below and sign up.
You can sign up for one draw or set up a direct
debit for future draws. Tickets are £1 each per
line of numbers that you select.
This is a fantastic way to help our school and
a way that we can give back to the Commu-
nity.  
https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lot-

tery/school/downlands-community-school

Thank you, in advance for your support, from
the staff, students & parents at Downlands
Community School.                  Gail Wickens



John Evans
Plastering Specialist

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Free quotes •Fully Insured
johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279

07712 898394

Lady Painter and decorator

Free estimates • No job too small
Friendly and reliable service

teLePhone Judith on 01273 843225

or MobiLe 07598 547342

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL The children
have been enjoying time outside continuing to
develop the wellbeing area.  The wind, rain
and mud has not stopped the work or the fun!
We received a donation of woodchip from
James Wilson Tree Care and the children were
delighted to help wheel this from the car park
to their ‘work-site’ so they could create paths.
We have been fortunate to have received two
generous donations; The Burgess Hill District
Lions donated £2,000 which will go towards
much needed new ICT equipment and Roche
Pharmaceuticals in Burgess Hill kindly do-
nated 10 laptops, which at a time when so
many children are accessing work online, is
hugely appreciated.
As part of Children’s Mental Health aware-
ness week the school has provided children

with the opportunity to get involved in Hearts
of Gold which is a creative project to raise
awareness about mental health.
The children were asked to make and decorate
Hearts of Gold and then display them in their
home or school windows over Valentine’s Day
weekend. We want to encourage children to
think about their mental health and how the
people they love have supported them over the
past year.
The Brighton and Sussex University Hospital
Charity has launched a feel-good campaign to
show support and lift the spirits of BSUH staff
across their four hospitals.  We have been talk-
ing to the children about making valentines
cards and sending messages of support.
Year 4 recently had a wonderful themed day
around the Titanic, the children were all asked



Karen Butterfill Mssch Mbcha

CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Tiling

Slating

Lead Work

Chimney Repointing

Guttering

Moss Clearing

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate 

or advice

01273 844946   

07854 327020

A.S.WilliAmSon

Roofing Est 1985

IAN THOMPSON
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Gas Safe Registered
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

to take part in a selection of activities from
dressing up as a first, second or third class pas-
senger, to creating a model or 2D picture and
finding out facts to share with their class-
mates.
They had a fantastic day both in school and
online and this really helped to bring the chil-
dren together as they knew, no matter whether
they were in school or at home, they were all
participating in the same work.

Sarah Jacobs

DITCHLING PARISH COUNCIL

LAUNCHES NEW WEBSITE Ditchling
Parish Council  has launched an exciting new
website at www.ditchling-pc.gov.uk. The site
will keep residents up to date with latest news
and information on council projects such as
the new car park and extension to the burial
ground.
It also lists all the councillors and how to con-
tact them, along with meeting dates, agendas
and minutes of meetings. There’s information

on the areas of village life the council man-
ages such as the recreation ground and play
area, as well as news that affects us all includ-
ing the latest on coronavirus vaccinations and
help and support for residents during the pan-
demic.
The site also has links to other useful local
government sites and village organisations
and societies through the Ditchling Village As-
sociation.
‘The parish council works for and on behalf
of all residents and communication is key to
this’, says chair Don McBeth. ‘We encourage
everyone to get involved and let us know if
there are any issues that need addressing. All
meetings set aside time for members of the
public to speak about what concerns them,
even now when we are meeting online.’
So keep up with all the latest news and devel-
opments, and get in touch, through
www.ditchling-pc.gov.uk

Sarah Mamoany, Ditchling parish clerk



homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex 
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices

077 344 89 222

Dave NewlyN

PaintEr, DECorator

& tilEr

Friendly Service 

over 30 years experience

tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

Opening Hours

Monday -  Saturday 

9.00am - 5.30pm

Contact us on
01273 843946 

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk

or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

ON MOTHER’S DAY

If I could give a perfect gift, 
Greater than any other,

It would be one that will never fade
That’s the love of a wonderful mother, 
Some loves to you may come and go, 

And with passing time may falter,
But her love will always stay the same, 

It’s depth will never alter,
She will always see the best in you, 

Whatever your life may send,
You will never lack for the support

Of a true and faithful friend, 
No matter how rich and famous 

No matter how poor you may be, 
The little one she held in her arms 
That’s who she will always see,

So if she is still a part of your life, 
Or has gone to a place above,

There is nothing sweeter on earth you will feel
Than the warmth of your mother’s love.

© Mary White 2021

WANTED If you have any old photos,
poems, recipes, stories, events or anything of
interest you would like included please email
us at ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send it
to QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks,
West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Deadline for the
April Issue is 1st March 2021.  

STEVES COMMENTS FEBRUARY 2021.
We have received a couple of letters about
comments made by Steve on the back cover
these comments are not necessarily our views
but knowing Steve I’m sure it was not meant
that way. People read things in all different
ways. We the publishers have taken on board
all your comments.                                    Ed

Our deadline date is now
the 1st of the month
until further notice



Can You help?

We are looking for 

volunteers to deliver the 

VIllage VoICe
once a month to
hurstpierpoint & 

surrounding areas (Bn6 9)

If you think you 
can help 

give us a call on 

01273 846978
or email

info@villagemagazines.co.uk



Kitchen Carousel Ltd
Tel: 07565 722055

Established in Ditchling for over thirty years

Kitchens & Bedrooms in Hassocks Hurst Ditchling & Lewes

Still going strong!

Hello to everyone. My name is Stephen Hamilton and I run Kitchen Carousel Ltd. We make kitchens and bedrooms.

We are a small local company. We have been making kitchens around Hassocks for nearly forty years! Last year, as

you might imagine, making and fitting kitchens, was a bit tricky but in between the stops and starts we managed to

complete about fifteen different kitchen projects in Hassocks, Hurst, Ditchling and a couple in Lewes. For those who

don’t know us, we specialise in completely new kitchens, designed and built from scratch and project managed;

including minor building works, doors moved, new plastering, plumbing, new boilers, flooring, full electrical/lighting

and all stone/granite or marble or laminate worktops. We also supply a comprehensive range of sinks/taps and other

appliances. However, we also do partial or complete refurbishments. Sometimes we just change the doors, sometimes

we might change doors and worktops. We are very flexible and inventive with our solutions. We are practical. We

aim to make your kitchen function intelligently and then we make it beautiful! We are especially clever at really small,

difficult kitchen spaces.

Whilst 2020 was occasionally a bit quiet we managed to bring on several of our young apprentices who are now on

their way to becoming our new cabinet makers for the future. We train our apprentices in traditional dovetailed

drawer making. We love good drawers.

We have been proactive with our Covid work habits. When it got really bad after Christmas [this year] we postponed

some installations but we are now, starting off again, very carefully! We always ensure that we create a separate

isolated space where you can have a small but functioning temporary kitchen.

My first visit to your home will also be very careful and thoughtful. I will always

take your ideas on board, find out what you want then try to come up with some

original solutions and designs. I produce quick scribble/sketches, plans and a

rough budget and then I just leave you to mull it over. No rush and definitely no

pressure.  

We offer a tremendously varied range of door finishes.

Shaker styles, contemporary  painted doors without handles, and all sorts of  

traditional wooden doors, in oak, ash and maple. My first visit is free and lasts 

about forty minutes. We love making larders like the one shown.

We are also doing a lot more bedrooms!! Because we build everything to order

and are not limited by specific sizes we can make the best use of limited space.

Odd ceiling angles or attics no problem!

Best regards to everyone. Let us hope for a speedy recovery!

If this sounds like the sort of service you are looking for then please give us a ring.

Website: kitchencarousel.co.uk

To arrange a free design visit call:  Stephen Hamilton  07565 722055

Workshop/showrooms in Ditchling by appointment.



All Bricklaying Work Undertaken
Ditchling Based

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes

Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft
call John on 07930 907686

SPRING HAS SPRUNG AT THE

ACORNS NURSERY AND FOREST

SCHOOL! Snowdrops, followed by buds of
daffodils and slowly returning greenery to the
trees at our Westmeston setting brings a long-
awaited sigh of relief. Perhaps now more than
ever, the arrival of spring has never felt more
welcomed— perhaps even symbolic. The
cyclical changing of seasons has long been of
particular significance in the Forest School
ethos, and also something that many have be-
come increasingly conscious of throughout the
course of the pandemic.
Connection to and curiosity for the natural
world and changing seasons is nurtured at the
Acorns Nursery and Forest School. Children
are able to flourish in an outdoors environment
in which the changing seasons can be readily
observed and marvelled at; they examine re-
turning fauna and notice the emergence of new
animals and bugs that come with one of the

most hopeful seasons.
Why not make this spring one of new begin-
nings for your child to enjoy at the Acorns?
With highly qualified staff and an ethos of ho-
listic wellbeing and outdoors-focused learning,
we are currently open to registrations for chil-
dren aged 2-8 years. Find us online or call us
on 01444 455081.               Harriet Matthews

THIS WORLD WE LIVE IN TODAY

Is hard for all of us
Lets try to keep calm

and not cause any fuss.
The virus, lockdown 

everywhere closed, has 
stopped our liberty.
Lets have faith, and
things will change

as time goes passing by.
Springtime is in sight
The flowers in bloom

Their petals reaching high
To show their colours to the sky.
Birds will sing, new lambs born, 

and nature will fight back.
To give us joy and 

put our lives on track
© Stella Simmons



NOW IN STOCK FOR EASTER
Decorative Chicks, Bunnies & Eggs, Easter Buckets, Stickers

Cards, Money Wallets & Egg Gift Boxes and more.
QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, 01273 846978

We thank Jean Knapp nee Maskell for the fol-
lowing:-  I was very interested in a recent ar-
ticle which a friend sent me from your issue
no.530 –Jan 2021 – of the Hassocks and
Keymer Talk about, where a Mr Dave Evans
had written about the naming of Diplocks
Mews. 
Charley Diplock was my grandfather and I,
too, spent some time in the forge with him
pumping the bellows. I also rang the church
bells with him for a short time so knew Harry
Richardson. However the picture of Charley
outside the house at 4, Western Road was not
of him at his house. He lived in Manor Gar-
dens and the photo was taken outside the
house where I was born and was my parents
home. I have a photo of me in my grammar
school uniform in exactly the same

place. My mother was Florrie Diplock,
Charley’s daughter, before her marriage to my
father, Frederick Maskell, in 1935.
I hope you are interested in a few more details
about Charley who died in 1960 just after I was
married. 

SCOUT CHRISTMAS POST: despite the
slightly different posting method almost one
thousand cards were posted and delivered this
year, raising £317 pounds in funds for the
group. This money will be put towards activi-
ties for the young people. Thank you to every-
one who posted cards and to the five collection
points: QD stationery, Hassocks Hardware,
Hassocks pet shop, Hassocks eye-care  centre
and Eric Marchants.
Despite the difficult times we are continuing to
deliver scouting activities. We are doing this re-
motely via zoom undertaking activities such as
making mug cakes, scavenger hunts and plant-
ing seeds ready for the spring. Whilst not ideal
the young people and leaders are certainly ben-
efiting from some social interactions and fun.
Unfortunately due to losing some of our leaders
we have been forced to reduce the size of our
sections. 
If anyone would like to get involved in scout-
ing in Hassocks please contact Paul Thwaites
at gsl@1sthassocksscouts.org.uk. 

Bill Whitehead



Until further notice 

We are offering 

Call &
Collect 

01273 846978
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks West Sussex BN6 8AR

Call • Order • Pay • COlleCt

Monday • Wednesday • Friday

9.30am - 12 noon



JB Fencing
All types oF Fencing & gAtes

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed
Sheds and Bases
No job too small
Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you

• New Computers
• Laptop Setup
• Wireless Setup
• Printer Setup
• Servicing & Clean up

07771 588 577
rob@rhaskins.co.uk

•Computer Repairs
•Hardware Upgrades

•Software Issues
•Data Recovery

•Virus & Malware 
Removal 

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy
Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements 

to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between

Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call Ivan today for a free quote
Mobile:  07814 598539

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

O R I G I N S
OF PIERCE
P L A C E
Pierce Place
was named
after Flo-
rence Pierce
who was
born in Park-
fields Cot-
tage, Danny,
H u r s t p i e r -
point.  She
later moved
to the Manor
Road area.  

She is pictured with her best friend Alice
Agate who lived in Rose Cottages, Cuckfield
Road.  They worked together as Laundry
Maids at St George’s Hand Laundry, Hurst-
pierpoint most of their working lives.
I am not sure which is Florence and Alice in

the picture can anyone confirm who is who.
Please email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or
write to QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road,
Hassocks, West Sussex  BN6 8AR.  

Dave Evans



All Fencing Work 

Undertaken 

Decking & Gates

All Fencing Work Undertaken 
Decking & Gates

Free Quotation • Reliable Service

Where reputation matters

Call Chris

Tel: 01273 845616

Mobile: 07717 574026

C.B.C. FencingMid Sussex Flooring
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer

with over 20 years experience. 

Offering a range of all types of flooring

brought to you at your own home or business.

For a Free Quote or Advice Call

01273 844739 or 07970 636160
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk 

sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk

Station GaraGe Hassocks  01273 844256

Proud sponsors of  adaStra  BowlinG  CluB

A local business supporting the local community

We thank John Gargett for this picture Jointure Road, Ditchling now called South Street.



Simon Weller  - 07525 857679 

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com

www.hassockspaving.co.uk

DMF FENCING
All Garden Fencing

Concrete Bases • Sheds 

Decking • Ground Clearance

07493 161297 • 01273 640402
denefunnell2018@gmail.com

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES
Handyman available for : 

Electrical & Small Building Repairs

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed, 

Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience • Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment

Call 01273 831237
or email dca10@btinternet.com

Halls For Hire

The Players Theatre, Hurstpierpoint- A meeting
room for up to 10 people.  If you need a larger
space, the auditorium is available too.  Please
contact Pippa Sampson on 01273 833397 for fur-
ther details or e-mail:  enquiries@hurst-
players.org.uk
albourne Village Church - ring 07513 453679
or book online at
www.albourneparishcouncil.co.uk for your busi-
ness or pleasure bookings, some space is avail-
able for regular bookings.
sayers Common Village Church Hall - ring
Judy Miller on 01273 834640.  Space available
for regular clubs/bookings.
sayers Common Village Hall - call Agatha Win-
ters on 01273 833377 for bookings.
Hurstpierpoint Methodist Church and Hall -
in Cuckfield Road, Hurstpierpoint bookings can
be made through Margaret Taylor on 01273
832286.
Hurst scout H.Q. - has a hall and kitchen as well
as a smaller meeting room.  Ideal for parties,
classes or meetings.  Ring Heather Hush on

01273 831023  email: bookings@hurstpier-
pointscouts.co.uk.  Please Note:  1st Hurst Scouts
have a website for hall bookings where users can
view the diary, check prices and download the
booking forms – https://www.hurstpier-
pointscouts.co.uk/hq-bookings
Hurstpierpoint Village Centre - has three spaces
for hire, a hall that seats up to 200, a conference
room for up to 20 and the Club Suite for up to 40.
The Club Suite is ideal for children's parties, of-
fering its own kitchen and toilet facilities. The
kitchen serving both the hall and conference room
is also free of charge. Email office@hurstpier-
point-pc.gov.uk or www.hurstvillagecentre.org 
Hurstpierpoint Guide HQ - Kitchen and car-
peted hall and lovely enclosed garden call Judy
Leech on 01273 833954.
adastra Hall, Hassocks has 3 rooms for hire, the
main hall holds 240 seated (including performers
and helpers).  Weddings it seats 130, price includes
the kitchen, stage, chairs, tables and everyday
crockery and cutlery. There is a green room which
is smaller and has a separate entrance, lavatory and
kitchen, there is also a committee room which is



Jon Barker
House & Garden Maintenance

Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios
Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance

Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming 

Tree Felling • Planting etc
No Job too Big or too small

Friendly, Reliable & Professional
Fully insured

01444 871544         07815 663825

SuN. 14TH MaRCH

Cards & Balloons 

in stock

CALL • ORDER • PAY • COLLECT
01273 846978 QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, 

www.loveyourcomputer.co.uk

01444 253702 / 07765 132270

Computer, Tablet & Smartphone Help
Patricia Rykiel – See New Website

ideal for meetings and also has use of the kitchen. 
Bookings 07764 531246 or email adastrabook-
ings@outlook.com
Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow Way,
Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9TH
This building has a large function room and club
lounge. For booking enquiries, please contact the
Parish Council office on 01273 833264, email: of-
fice@hurstpierpoint-pc.gov.uk or visit www.hurst-
pierpoint-pc.gov.uk

THe HisTory of MoTHer’s Day
Mother's Day, or Mothering Sunday in the UK
and Ireland, is a day to show love, gratitude
and appreciation to all wonderful mums
everywhere, through acts of kindness and the
giving of Mothers Day gifts and flowers.
Mothering Sunday and Mother's Day both
have different origins; although they represent
the same meaning, they originated very differ-
ently. We all celebrate the day but very few
people actually know its origin. The original
meaning of Mothering Sunday and Mother's

Day has been somewhat lost but it's still a day
to solely appreciate mum.
Mother's Day celebrations date back as far as
the ancient Greeks where they would celebrate
Rhea, the Mother of the Gods and Goddesses,
every spring with festivals of worship. The
Romans also celebrated a mother Goddess,
Cybele, every March as far back as 250BC.
Mothering Sunday has been celebrated on the
fourth Sunday in Lent, in the UK and Ireland,
since the 16th century. The date varies in other
parts of the world. Many countries follow the
US and celebrate Mother's Day on the second
Sunday in May, whilst other countries enjoy
the day on March 8th which is International
Women's Day.

To AdverTise in This 

mAgAzine pleAse visiT 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

or call 01273 846978



Tiling

Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs

Guttering

Chimneys
Leadwork

Call for a free quote

01273 843566
or

John  07814 196328

Robbie 07833 607182 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk

Fully Insured 

JRH

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL 
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps

Driveways • Fencing

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP

01273 890747 • 01444 848177

07973 865850

iansalmon@gmail.com

est 1983

CHURCHES TOGETHER It was good to
see those who came to our stall at the Decem-
ber Village market – we hope those who took
an activity pack enjoyed them.  We are plan-
ning to produce an Easter activity pack and
hope we might be able to have a stall at the
Village market on March 27th where you can
come and collect one.  If that is not possible
you will find us at the United Reformed
Church.
We are also hoping that it will be possible to
put on the Stations of the Cross.  It will obvi-
ously be different this year but the plan at the
moment is to hold one at St Edward’s on 17th

March, one at the United Reformed Church
on 24th March and one at St Cosmas & St
Damian on 31st March, each one will start at
8 pm.  Look out for more information on
posters nearer the time or visit church web-
sites.
However we manage to celebrate it this year
we pray that you will know God’s blessing
this Easter.                               Darryl Sinclair

BURGESS HILL DISTRICT LIONS have
decided to help pupils unable to afford lap-
tops, IPads or apps whilst working at home.
With advice from the Town Council we de-
cided to help three schools in Burgess Hill
Town. We selected on their advice Manor
Fields Primary School, Burgess Hill Academy
and London Meed Primary School. We do-
nated £2000.00 to each school.
We then decided to help three more schools in
Burgess Hill District Lions Club area but out-
side of the town itself. We then approached
several schools and selected Windmills Junior
School, Downlands Community School and
Albourne School and donated £2000.00 to
each of these Schools. The laptops etc. will re-
main the property of the schools and loaned
out to the pupils requiring them. I am sorry to
say that owing to covid restrictions we have
not received any photographs from these do-
nations.
Please call if you require any further informa-
tion.                                             John Carter

DEADLINE DATES
Deadline date for the 
April issue is 1st March

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
info@villagemagazines.co.uk
ed@villagemagazines.co.uk



R Nye
CoNstRuCtioN ltd

01273 841796

07968 475125
rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering  

Rendering 

Bricklaying  

Building Work 

Property Maintenance

A. Twine Butcher
Monday. - Saturday. 7.30am - 4.00 pm* 

Mothers Day 14th March
reMeMber ! 

MuMs love nothing better 

than a hoMe cookeD roast

free local delivery

PHONE US  •  PLACE YOUR ORDER  
PAY BY CARD  •  WE DELIVER

Wednesday - Hurstpierpoint 

tHursday - ditcHling  •  friday - Hassocks

Pop In & See Us • Find us on Facebook • Phone Orders Taken • Free Local Delivery

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks   01273 842296

*except Bank Holidays

Barry NewmaN

GardeN aNd FeNciNG ServiceS

No Job Too Small est. 1984

01273 845063 

OLD TREE MAR-
KET GARDEN
This May 2021, our
new small scale or-
ganic vegetable
farm, Old Tree Mar-
ket Garden, will be
opening its’ gates in
Ditchling Village.
We believe that
changing our food

systems can be a catalyst to start rectifying a
huge array of problems we face in the world
today and we want to help that change with
this little patch of land.
The market garden will be no-dig, which
means not disturbing the myriad of soil life
underground, and will also practise regenera-
tive principles, which entails giving back more
to the land than we take - feeding the life that
feeds us.
Over the Summer there will be workshops
covering food growing, soil health, nutrition
and crafts. We want to inspire people to think
about and question where their food comes
from, how it affects their health and the health
of the planet. As a child I believed food came
from Sainsbury’s and I know this isn’t unusual
for other kids nowadays!

Alongside, we will be hosting volunteers to
ensure food growing knowledge and the com-
munity space is as accessible as possible to all
who wish to get involved.
As a not for profit organisation, our proceeds
will go to donating food to local charities, sub-
sidising workshops and to planting hedgerows
and trees for wildlife.
The vegetables will be sold to local businesses
and through a small veg box scheme for a few
households (which will increase in 2022) - if
you would like to register your interest in get-
ting a box and buying our veg please do mes-
sage us using the email below. Similarly if you
would like to come and get your hands in the
soil please send an email and we will be in
touch.
oldtreemarketgarden@gmail.com Old Tree
Market Garden, Mac’s Farm, Dumbrells Court
Road, Ditchling, BN6 8GT
www.oldtree.house/market-garden

Freya

FOR ADVERTISING RATES

www.villagemagazines.co.uk

or E MAIL

info@villagemagazines.co.uk





• Removals

• Storage

• House Clearances

• Fully Insured

• Packaging

• + Van & Man Service

t: 01273 890 053
m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield
reMovals ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview

Freesat

Bird 

Spikes
Digital TV Aerials

DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755

Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

Carpentry & Building

Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted

Extensions & Refurbishments
General Maintenance

Fully Insured 

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

BRIMSTONE BUTTERFLY This lock-
down has certainly felt harder because of the
winter. Don’t get me wrong, I’ve enjoyed the
bleak beauty of the season: bare trees, frosted
landscapes. But now I need something to get
my heart racing. I need a sign – some hope in
these challenging times, a promise of those
dynamic spring months ahead, a flash of
colour. In March my light at the end of the tun-
nel is an oncoming butterfly.
On sculpted, vibrant yellow wings the brim-
stone butterfly makes his elegant entrance into
the New Year on those bright March days
when you feel the warmth of the sun on your
face. Its distinctive yellow wings have given
birth to a legend – that this ‘butter-coloured
fly’ was the inspiration for the word butterfly.
This claim may be a myth and it’s also untrue
that these March brimstones are the first signs
of the year’s new life. By the time brimstones
appear in March they are already on their last
(six) legs. Fresh brimstone butterflies emerged

from their chrysalises in late summer, so by
now they could be seven months old – and in
butterfly years that’s ancient. Admittedly, al-
most all of that time they’ve been asleep in a
hedge, sheltered from the storms under holly
and ivy. Yet despite the worst winter weather
they always emerge immaculate in the spring.
They must be made of Teflon. When they
awake the (bright yellow) males search for a
mate, they mate, the (pale yellow) females lay
eggs and then both die. Still, an adult life of
over ten months earns them the title of our
longest-lived butterfly. An insect OAP.



PLUMBER
For all your plumbing needs 

No Job too small • Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse
IS NOW MOBILE

If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009

Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

The brimstone’s
caterpillars feed on
the leaves of buck-
thorn and alder
buckthorn, unobtru-
sive shrubs which,
like the butterfly,
are widespread
across Sussex.
When I first became
the proud owner of
a garden it was only
a matter of days be-

fore I evicted the gnomes and planted an alder
buckthorn. The following spring I was excited
to watch a brimstone laying her tiny skittle
shaped eggs and I studied the caterpillars as
they hungrily defoliated my tree, content in the
knowledge that I was doing my bit to raise the
following year’s brimstone brigade. 
My first brimstone sighting each year doesn’t
exactly mean that spring is starting but it’s cer-
tainly a sign that winter is starting to end. And,
after the tough winter that we’ve all just suf-
fered, that’s good enough for me. Either way,
this beautiful yellow butterfly is a welcome
messenger of what’s to come – the first sul-
phurous spark to ignite the blaze of spring.
Let’s hope that with the spring comes hope for

a brighter year for us all. 
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent char-
ity caring for wildlife and habitats throughout
Sussex.  Founded in 1961, we have worked
with local people for over half a century to
make Sussex richer in wildlife.  
We rely on the support of our members to help
protect our rich natural heritage.  Please con-
sider supporting our work.  As a member you
will be invited to join me on our regular
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, dis-
counts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine
and our Sussex guide book, Discovering
Wildlife.  It’s easy to join online at 
sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join

Michael Blencowe  



QD Stationery
52 Keymer road, Hassocks

tel: 01273 846978 www.qdstationery.co.uk

Latex BaLLooNsLatex BaLLooNs
Latex balloons generally

only last for up to 12 hours 

Bunches of 3Bunches of 3

from £6.50from £6.50

Bunches of 5 Bunches of 5 

from £9.50  from £9.50  

Also Party Invites, Banners, Confetti, Place Cards, Party Poppers etc.

Helium BalloonsHelium Balloons

Foils Balloons Foils Balloons 

from £4.50 from £4.50 eacheach

Large Numbers Large Numbers 

from £8.50 from £8.50 eacheach

mothers Day sunday 14th march

order your foil balloons now (Collection Friday 12th march)



HASSOCKS  HARDWARE
8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA 

01273 843878
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STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Well that was an interesting month just gone; we’ll talk about that later.
So what do you think about the new look Budgens, most of the feedback I’m getting is that you’re just grateful their open again, but think it
looks very smart although all you want to do is get in and out as quickly as you can.  I hear Ripples the old Bathroom shop is going to be a
Dentist, all the Dentists I’ve visited over the years have always involved climbing stairs, I’ve never known a Dentist take over a high street
shop and just to be on one floor.  I’m not sure, how that’s going to work, it’s not a massive shop, when you’ve put in the reception area and
waiting room.  I suppose you could get in two cubicles for the Dentists and will they be sound proofed or will you be able to hear what’s going
on while seated, waiting to go in.  If I was sitting there and I could hear the drill going, I wouldn’t be sitting there for long I’d be gone.  We’ll
just have to wait and see.
Sadly we’re about to lose Nationwide Building Society both here and in Hurstpierpoint, I don’t know how many people use Building Societies
any more but obviously it’s not many, but of course it does mean more people out of jobs which is a great shame.  That just leaves the Post Of-
fice now where you can pay money into but I don’t know if they can help with Nationwide Customers probably not.
It was a great shame to here of the death of Andy Flowers he was a local man for many years and married to Caroline who worked at Bowleys,
he loved his Koi Goldfish and regularly came in the shop to get fish food.  We eventually became good friends and I remember the day when
he told me he was selling up and moving to Leicester for a more quiet life I was pleased for him.  He’d worked hard all his life and everything
went as it should for  several years, a happy retirement with family, but then Covid came along and changed all that and sadly for Andy it
struck him down at only 69.  He had many happy years ahead of him, but after only 10 days of illness he passed away leaving a devastated
family behind.  I mention this because Andy was a lovely man who didn’t deserve to die, but I get people in my shop who still think all this is
some big conspiracy theory by the government, to what end I cannot imagine, but they are convinced and it drives me MAD.
Now it would appear I upset a few people by my comments I made about the young ladies that came into my shop to enquire about empty
premises for a Nail Bar.  Luckily they left me a phone number to get in touch with them if anything came up.  I read out to them what I’d writ-
ten to ask them if they were offended by it.  Their reply was that prejudice is born out of ignorance and hatred and has no place in modern day
society and they have experienced it more since Covid struck, but they are very proud of their heritage and up bringing everyone has to have a
nationality no matter where they come from.  Their upbringing was quite strict and good manners were installed in them from an early age,
which is why they say thank you so many times – ‘to call us what you did is an accurate description of where we come from and we are hon-
oured that you mentioned us in your article, no offence given and thank you for phoning and letting us know about the soon to be vacant Build-
ing Society we will investigate,’.
Every time I drive home in the evening I’m always in awe of the window displays in Ditchling High Street, they are beautiful, obviously got a
lot of time on their hands.  My windows are always a mess mostly covered in snot and saliva from dogs ogling the cats.  
That’s it for this month.  Thank you for reading it and your comments. Also, I thought you might like to know I was recently vaccinated like
many of you at Clair Hall.                                                                                                                    Stay safe and well love Steve & furry friends

VACUUM CLEANER REPAIRS

ALL MAKES AND MODELS. FREE ESTIMATES. 

WE SELL NEW MACHINES.

CALL JAY ON 01273 734424

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

NOW PAVILION ELECTRICS HAVE CLOSED 

WE CAN COME TO YOU!
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