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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical  

Work Undertaken   
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

 Local Resident 
Contact Ben Watson on  

      01273 845960   
     07971 549939

Boilers Installed  
Serviced & Repaired 

Heating Updates 
Bathroom Design & Installation Local Resident Fully Insured  

call Stuart on 07738 679167 
   or Adam on 07983 693089 admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416
bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SON 
QUALIFIED BUILDERS 

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782 

Est since  
1976

Hassocks/ 
Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

  • Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying? 

• Is your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs 

• Is your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing? 

•Are your GUTTERS Leaking? 

We have been trading locally since 1976 

Please call us if you require a FREE estimate 



 07889 447904 
01273 845912 

 
All Plumbing & Gas work. 

Bathroom Design & Installation. 
Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating  

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs.  
No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

 PLUMBING &      
HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

Magazine published by  Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD 
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978. 

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting 

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the SEPTEMBER 2021 ISSUE is 1st August 2021   
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information,  

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.   
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk   

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email. 
Do please support our local advertisers and mention  

that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you. 
 

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.   
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this 

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do 
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.  

Useful Information 
 

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714  
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth  

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm. 
 

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.  
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm.   Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill  

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999 
 

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779 
 

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Apr. - 30th Sept. 2021.)  
OPEN Mon -  Sun inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 6 pm  

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT FORGET YOUR PROOF OF ADDRESS 

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES 
Handyman available for :  

 
Electrical & Small Building Repairs 

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,  
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected 

 
35 years experience • Covid precautions taken 

 
To discuss problems & make an appointment 

Call 01273 831237 
or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

P.R. ROOFING LTD 
(Established 1989)         

 

01273 843576 or 07710 947646  

 • GRP Fibre Glass Roofs 
 • Flat Roofs 
 • EPDM Rubber Roofs 
 • Chimney Repairs & Pointing 
 • Tiling, Slating 
 • Moss Removal 
 • uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering 

JB LAWNMOWING 

Free Estimates 
 

LEAF COLLECTION  
& HEDGE TRIMMING  

Call Jonathan  
07974 582413 

or email: beachjonathan16@gmail.com



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

Call Robin on        
01273 834462 
07515 442147  
   robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

 Professional & Reliable Service 
 Fully Insured

MOBILE CAR WASH 
Based in Hassocks • Fully Insured 

I have my own power & water supply 
Call me for a quote  

07912 421814 
www.ocdautospa.co.uk

We thank Dave Evans of Hurstpierpoint for this picture of Butts Cottages, Albourne





 
 

QUICK RESPONSE 
NO CALLOUT CHARGE 

LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED 
24 HOUR CALLOUT 

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
Call Lucy on 07780 840462 

Store this number on your phone, 
you never know when you will need it. 

 TOP TRADES PERSON 
OF THE YEAR

•L
ucy Locksmith•

BRIGHT FM’S 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys 
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing 

NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 
FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED 

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP 

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals 
 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
For essential foot health maintenance treatments 

 

Nail Cutting • Corns • Callus 
Diabetic Foot Care • Verrucae • Fungal Infections 

 

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement 
 

07400 395535

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE HAIRY  
Once upon a time in the West Country. Dartmoor. August. High noon. A young boy wanders away from 
a family picnic. The sun beats down, buzzards cry and circle overhead. He is startled by a short, snappy 
rattle like bullets spinning in a revolver. Suddenly he is face to face with an amazing creature. A fly. But 
a fly like no other. The boy reaches for his camera - but he’s too slow. With a rattle the fly launches itself 
into the air and is gone.  
That first encounter with the hornet robberfly is one of my earliest and most vivid wildlife memories 
and had a huge impact on me. I searched through all my ‘I-Spy’ and ‘Spotter’s Guide’ books but couldn’t 
find anything that looked remotely like the beast I had seen. For years I believed I had encoun-
tered some weird, mythical beast and I vowed to hunt one down 
and photograph it to prove its existence. And they 
don’t come much weirder than the hornet robber-
fly. There are 28 species of robberfly in Britain 
and the hornet robberfly is the leader of this wild 
bunch. At up to 28mm long, it’s Britain’s biggest 
fly with a dusty yellow abdomen giving it a hor-
net-like resemblance. It has huge oval black eyes 
and a big ginger beard, the overall appearance lying 
somewhere between an alien and Yosemite Sam. 
The rootin’, tootin’ robberfly is a ferocious critter, 
although they never bother humans. But a grasshop-
per’s knees start knocking at the mere mention of its 
name.  
Like all good western bandits, they’ll wait on a high 
point in their long grass landscape until an unfortu-
nate grasshopper wanders into their valley. Then, Hornet Robberfly taken by Michael Blencowe



01273 843300 
07788 713954 

Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS 
PATIOS 

BLOCK PAVING 
LAWN MOWING 

DECKING 
BRICKWORK 

FENCING 
TURFING 
PONDS 

GROUND WORKS 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

075
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HASSOCKS INTERIORS 
A complete home improvement service 

                                                                                                         Est. 1994
 

Hassocks Resident                                                Fully Insured    
 

Kitchens  ~ Bathrooms ~ Tiling 
Plastering ~ Carpentry ~ Decorating 

Free Estimates                                                  Quality Assured  

Call Scott on  
 07812 569510 

hassocksinteriors@gmail.com

 
 
with their rattling, buzzing war-cry, they’ll swoop 
down and snatch up their victim in their hairy legs. 
Hornet robberflies dispatch their prey with a lethal 
weapon - a sharp beak which pierces a grasshop-
per’s tough armour and drains the very life from 
them. They lay their eggs on cowpats and their 
young bury into the soil where they hunt under-
ground for three years before emerging as adults 
in late summer. Hornet robberflies are extremely 

rare and getting rarer; a vanishing memory of a by-
gone age when our countryside was truly wild and 
not sterilised by insecticides. I had to wait decades 
to see another hornet robberfly. I was drifting 
through the high plains of Sussex when I heard a 
rattle from behind me and I was instantly trans-
ported back to that little boy on Dartmoor. But this 
time I was ready. My hand tightened around my 
camera. Ready to draw, point and shoot as I turned 
to face an old friend. This August, organise a posse 
and head out into them-thar South Downs hills for 
a wildlife walk and see what varmints you can find.  
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity 
caring for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.  
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local peo-
ple for over half a century to make Sussex richer 
in wildlife.   
We rely on the support of our members to help pro-
tect our rich natural heritage.  Please consider sup-
porting our work.  As a member you will be invited 
to join Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife 
walks and also enjoy free events, discounts on 
wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex 
guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  It’s easy to join 
online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join  

Michael Blencowe

Grasshopper taken by Alan Price  
Gatehouse Studio Sussex Wildlife Trust



POiNT APPLIANCE CARE 
Specialist in: 

HOTPOINT, CREDA  
& INDESIT 

MOST MAKES OF  
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES  

REPAIRED 

RICHARD WARNER 
01273 844411 or 07885 829455 

richardr2pac@aol.com

 
ELITE GARAGE DOORS  

  
 • NEW DOORS 
 • AUTOMATION 
 • REPAIRS 
 • GUARANTEED 

 
TELEPHONE 01273 844122

MAINTENANCE  | DESIGN  | CONSTRUCTION 

OLIVER EDWARDS 
07731 489045  

oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING  
24hour Call Out   *All domestic work undertaken 

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer  
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation 

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing 
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed   

T: 01444 239898     M: 07796 263710 305205

MARY SMITH 1926 – 2021  Mary Smith, who 
was a resident in Hassocks from 1951 until 2016 
died peacefully on 12th May at her home in 
Sevenoaks, where she had moved to be close to her 
son and his family. Having grown up in the North 
East she came to love Hassocks after settling here 
following her marriage to her husband Graham. 
She worked as a teacher and later Deputy Head at 
Hassocks Infant School from the early 1950s until 
her retirement in 1986. She made many friends 
through her involvement with Hassocks Infants 
and regarded the school as her extended family. 
She will be greatly missed by her friends and fam-
ily.                                                           Ian Smith 
 
THE LATE MARY PIPER  I have organised a 
memorial service to be held at Clayton Church on 
Friday 6th August at 2 pm followed by the inter-
ment of Marys ashes into the grave she will share 
with her husband, Ralph. 
There will be afternoon tea at The Thatched Inn af-
terwards for anyone wishing to attend. 
As Clayton church is not in walking distance of the 
village I will organise transport for anyone wishing 
to attend. Pick up from Hassocks Community cen-

tre and return to Thatched Inn. 
If you would like transport please let me know by 
email memorial2021@hotmail.com 

Mrs Karen Puzio (Mary’s daughter) 
 
DAISY FARRALL It is with sadness that the fam-
ily shares the news that Daisy Farrall passed away 
on 8th June aged 91.  Daisy was a lifetime resident 
of Hassocks, having been born in London Road 
and lived in Friars Close for 66 years. She was an 
avid supporter of village life and belonged to many 
of the clubs and organisations that thrive in the vil-
lage, her main passion over the years was Hassocks 
Flower Club, though also included in her interest 
were the Twinning, Field Society, Indoor Bowls, 
Age Concern and Scrabble Club also many other 
organisations through the years. Sons Stephen & 
Keith would like to thank her many friends in the 
village for their kind thoughts.                    Stephen  

 
Deadline for the September issue  
is 1st August for more info visit  

www.villagemagazines.co.uk 





VOLUNTEERING WITH BROWNIES AND GUIDES    
Readers will be aware that Girlguiding Beacon District (Hassocks and Ditching) has been flagging up a 
request for volunteers to lead, help to lead, or assist with the administration of its units.  Ditchling has 
been particularly lucky with no fewer than ten lovely people signing up.  Alli Standen, a Leader in Ditch-
ling with five year’s experience, describes in the following account, how she volunteered in order to 
stop one unit in her village from closing and went on to open another!   
“Decades ago, I was a Girl Guide in the ‘Swallow’ patrol. Many school friends had been Brownies before 

joining Guides and loved it but, unfortunately, our Brownie unit 
was always full (despite my mum’s frequent calls to see if there 
was room for me) so I never became a Brownie. Luckily now, 
thanks to a national registration system called GO, no child falls 
through the net and is added to a fair, if oversubscribed, waiting 
list. Had this been possible when I was a child, I’m sure I would 
have been the Brownie I always wanted to be.  
As a Girl Guide, I earned many badges which sewn on, duly 
stretched down the sleeves of my blue uniform shirt. Back in the 
80s, Girl Guides wore a navy beret-type hat and had a little yellow 
cross-over collar-tie pinned with a metal promise badge. Whilst I 
was there, it changed to a neckerchief that was folded over many 
times and held together around the neck with a brown leather 
woggle. Sadly, I have no photos of my years as a Girl Guide. 
My favourite activity as a Guide back-in-the-day was the choco-
late game where a die was thrown by each girl seated in a circle 
and, if a six was rolled, then a scarf, hat and gloves were put on 
(at the speed of light) and a knife and fork used to cut one square 
of chocolate which could then be eaten - unless another six was 
rolled in the meantime and the next Guide had her go!  We have 



Tiling 
Slating 

Lead Work 
Chimney Repointing 

Guttering 
Moss Clearing 

Fascias & Soffits

Call for a free estimate  
or advice 

01273 844946    
 07854 327020

A.S.WILLIAMSON 
ROOFING Est 1985

Karen Butterfill  Mssch Mbcha 
CHIROPODY ‑ PODIATRY 

Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014 
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

IAN THOMPSON 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

Gas Safe Registered 
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

played this game a few times with the Brownies 
and it always brings back memories of my experi-
ence (although, sadly now this game is on-hold due 
to CV19). 
Due to my experience of not becoming a Brownie 
as a child, I added my daughter to a waiting list 
when she was only three (desperate mother)! When 
she turned seven, I discovered the unit was at risk 
of closure due to lack of leaders. Horrified, I 
started to think if I could help. Being a primary 
school teacher, I knew I had transferable skills but 
I was also tutoring when the meetings took place 
and didn’t think I would have the time necessary 
to be an effective leader. After chatting to some vil-
lage friends, and juggling my work commitments, 
along with three friends, we all become Leaders in 
Training for the Brownie unit. Beacon District 
were delighted to see the Brownies saved from clo-
sure and would often refer to us, affectionately (I 
hope!), as The Ditching 4!  
I led the Brownie unit from 2017. As a Guide, 
every year I missed out on Guide camp due to my 
parents booking a holiday at a similar time, so it 
wasn’t until I became a Leader and gained my 
Going Away licence that I experienced a unit hol-
iday. I’ve led two sunny camps at Blackland Farm 

and was ready to take the girls to Broadstone War-
ren and then CV19 hit… 
Highlights for me as a Leader are watching the 
girls laugh and smile - whether at camp, dressed 
up in different themed costumes for the parade dur-
ing the Ditchling Fair, running a stall on ‘Apple 
Day’, making pancakes on Shrove Tuesday, 
screaming on a rollercoaster at Chessington, where 
we went on a glorious sunny day to mark the 
County’s 40th Birthday in 2019, taking the girls to 
eat pizza and then on to see Diversity at the 
Brighton Centre,  meeting/making new friends, 
singing carols to the elderly, creating a ‘flash mob’, 
leaping off a high tower, abseiling, rock climbing, 
grass sledging, kayaking, raft building, using 
low/high ropes, creating 
decorations/cards/props/presents, serving cream 
teas, listening to inspirational speakers, raising 
money for various charities, attending sleepovers 
such as the LaSER Big Sleepover in 2017 at Adas-
tra and also our County Camp in 2019, designing 
rooms, making truffles and mocktails, organising 
and carrying out spa sessions, hiking in the dark, 
creating treasure hunts, shelter building, foraging, 
camp fire building...the list goes on and on! 
Once Covid struck last year, separating our unit 



Tiling
Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs
Guttering

Chimneys 
Leadwork

Call for a free quote  
  

01273 843566 
or 

   John  07814 196328 
 

Robbie 07833 607182  
 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk 

Fully Insured 

JRH

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL  
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps  
Driveways • Fencing 

 

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP 
 

01273 890747 • 01444 848177 
07973 865850 

iansalmon@gmail.com

est 1983
STONEYWISH  
NATURE  
RESERVE 

This advert will 
admit one person 
FREE with any 

full paying adult 
(valid until 30/09/21

Find out more: www.stoneywish.com or 01273 843498

Walks • Gardens 
Exhibitions • Animals 

for all ages  
1st March - 30th September 2021

Visit your local corner of Eden

Save 20% - no VAT on Labour charge  
Don’t have time to take on all those jobs that  

need doing?  Don’t worry.... I’m here to help you! 
Professional, local and friendly service  

All types of work undertaken, inside and out  
Flat pack assembly, shelves, pictures, mirrors,  

curtain poles, smoke alarms, door/window locks, 
switches, sockets, light fittings, plumbing,  

carpentry and much, much more.  “Fully insured”  
Tel 07784 719 661 HandyManFriday@aol.com 

  HANDY MAN FRIDAY

into two smaller groups, and meeting outside, be-
came the norm during the easing-off stages of 
Lockdown 1 and 2, otherwise, we met via Zoom 
which was different but not quite the same with 
only a small group of girls from our unit joining 
our virtual meetings.  
Fortunately, we’re now allowed to meet as a full 
unit each week and the girls are enthusiastic and 
grateful. Our hut being extremely small, outside 
meetings will continue to be the norm until 
September. 
I am presently supporting the four (!) new Lead-
ers-in-Training who are taking over Ditchling 
Brownie unit as I’m now working on Module 1 to 
transfer to another section as an Assistant Leader. 
This is a unit last active over 20 years ago: the 2nd 
Ditchling Guides! Ditchling Brownies have always 
had the opportunity to transfer to one of the two 
Hassocks Guide units but this never happened and 
the girls ended up leaving the organisation which 
was always sad. I wanted to change this and luckily 
managed to recruit a great team to do so (including 
a Young Leader)!  
After a very delayed start, due to CV19, we were 
able to reopen 2nd Ditchling Guides at the begin-
ning of this summer term and now have 20 girls 

loving being Girl Guides. We’re still waiting on 
opening a bank account, which has been very frus-
trating, but where there’s a will, there’s a way! And 
already our new Guides have been having a great 
time. 
I’m proud to be able to provide the girls varied op-
portunities through the Girlguiding organisation 
and to watch them grow in confidence – socially, 
emotionally, physically and intellectually. They 
make all the hard work worthwhile. I’ve gained 
skills and met new friends and have loved being 
outside more than I’m used to. It’s been a great 
journey which continues to deliver for both the 
girls and myself.” 
Alli’s account of her experiences of Girlguiding as 
a child and as a volunteer makes great reading and 
if anyone is encouraged by her story to enquire 
about  volunteering with us and would like to email 
me penniethomson2000@gmail.com in my role 
as District Commissioner, I would love to hear 
from you!  Thank you, Alli, for all you and our 
other wonderful volunteers do to offer such great 
experiences to our girls in Hassocks and Ditching 
and special thanks for keeping going during a 
global pandemic!                         Pennie Thomson



GOLDEN BUTTERFLY WINNERS  I’m de-
lighted to announce the winners for this year’s 
Hassocks Goes Gold poster competition. It’s al-
ways a hard choice to pick the final winners as the 
standard is so very high. I’m especially excited this 
year as we have extended the competition to in-
clude both pre-school and post-
school [adult] ages!  
Overall Winners - Ivy Wood-
bridge (Pre-school); Maisie May 
Smith (Hassocks Infants); Farrah 
(The Windmills Junior); Erin Poat 
(Downlands)-pictured, and Eva 
Zemcikova (Adult) 
Runners-Up - Ben Aviv (Pre-
school); Hudson Hurrell-Wood & 
Jones Emmerson (Hassocks In-
fants); Dulcie Field & Lois Faith 
(The Windmills Junior); Maja 
White & Sam Harvey (Downlands) 
and Amy Reynolds & Kelly Wood-
bridge (Adult) 
Special Mention - to Jessica Taylor 
& Esme MacNae Evermy (Down-
lands) for their beautiful blue butterflies which re-
minded me of Pearl and will also be featured on 

the poster. 
A huge thank you to everyone who entered – I’m 
hoping to have an exhibition display of all the en-
tries somewhere in the village during September 
once I secure a venue – details to follow! 

The final poster with the 
all the winning artwork 
on will be on sale at the 
Hassocks Market on 
Saturday 28th August 
and from QD Sta-
tionery throughout 
September. Please buy 
one to help turn our 
amazing village 
GOLD raising aware-
ness of Childhood 
Cancer and funds for 
vital research.  
COVID rules allow-
ing we will be doing 
street collections and 

pop-up poster sales. You 
can find out more, or volunteer to help, by visiting 
Facebook/HassocksGoesGold, or by emailing 
HassocksGoesGold@gmail.com 
All proceeds from the poster sales go directly to 
funding research into Childhood Cancer. Pearl’s 
fund is held with the Childhood Cancer & 
Leukaemia Group (CCLG) one of the leading chil-
dren’s cancer charities in the UK.   

Rachel BartlettBundy 

Family Run Business 

Fully Insured 

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

Ride-on Mowers/Garden Tractors 
Countax & Westwood our speciality. 

 
Enquire about our seasonal service plan. 

 
Free Collection & Delivery Service. 

 
     Visit our website for more details. 

www.sussexgardenmachinery.uk  

01444 244491

SERVICING, REPAIRS  
& SALES OF ALL  

GARDEN MACHINERY 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING INDEPENDENT LIVING 
Domestic • Shopping • Meals • Companionship  
Respite • Admin • PIP/AA Claims + Much More 

EXPERIENCED IN DEMENTIA CARE 
FLEXIBLE OR REGULAR VISITS 

Julie’s Loving Homecare

PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
DBS Checked, Fully Insured, Local Resident 

 For more information call Julie 
07709 768 313  

or email:  julieslovinghomecare@gmail.com 



 

Iron On or Sew On  
NAME TAPES 
For your childrens’ school clothes 

Available to order from: 

QD STATIONERY  
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

 01273 846978  

Also Suitable for:  
Retirement Home Clothing,  
Hospital Stays, Uniforms,  
Workwear, Sportswear.

QD STATIONERY   
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks  

01273 846978  
Binding, Laminating, Typing, Scanning, Faxing,  

Emailing, Cartridges, Cartridge Recycling,  
Helium Balloons, Party Poppers & Streamers. 

Toys, Craft Items, Activity Sets,  
Colouring Books, Puzzle Books, Paints, Party 

Bag Fillers and more.. 
COME AND HAVE A BROWSE 

QD Stationery,  
52 Keymer Road, 

 Hassocks, 01273 846978

Get your kids ready for school!
Pens • Pencils • Pencil Cases • Felt Pens  
Crayons • Geometry Sets • Calculators   

Large sheets of Coloured Card   
 A4 Coloured Paper & Card • Art Supplies  

Ringbinders • Lever Arch Files • Notebooks  
 Refill Pads • Revison Cards and more..

A  ‘FOND FAREWELL’ and a ‘WARM WEL-
COME’  I am sure there are lots of people in our 
local communities who will join me in saying 
‘Thankyou’ to Colin who has been our ‘mainstay’ 
in the Hassocks Hardware Shop for many years. 
Even through the lockdowns of this unprecedented 
pendemic he stayed open - mainly manning the 
shop alone - in case we needed a light bulb or ant 
powder or a washer for the tap - his range of stock 
was always amazing. 
Colin was well known for his kind support for our 
Charities and always happy to finate a raffle prize 
- this was very much appreciated.   In the normal 
times his friendly staff of Tony and the younger 
colleagues were always ready and willing to ‘go 
that extra mile’ be it for a sale or to give useful, 
helpful advice. It was a pleasure to visit the shop. 
So a huge ‘THANK YOU’ to you Colin - enjoy 
your much-earned retirement - we  miss you! 
Now we welcome a new management to our Hard-
ware shop and know that they will receive the con-
tinued support from our local communities.  So 
welcome Mark and Duncan to our village.                                                        

Dorrie 

WWW.WHATSONHURST.ORG hopes to be-
come the central events calendar for the commu-
nity, and is completely free to use. It has been a 
labour of love putting this site together; I have been 
trying to hold my COVID-broken live music busi-
ness together, whilst looking after a toddler, but re-
ally wanted to battle the tiredness and get this site 
up and running. 
The site works in two ways; event organisers can 
very easily and cleanly upload their events, and the 
public can also view and search the calendar to find 
out what’s going on. The site is very cleanly pre-
sented, uncluttered and clear, and can be viewed as 
a list or as a month calendar. 
Businesses have already started populating the site 
with their events ahead of the public launch, so 
there are already a few events there which show 
off the look and feel of the site. 

  Debbie  
For more information about  

this magazine visit 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

or email 
info@villagemagazines.co.uk



 

All Bricklaying Work Undertaken 
Ditchling Based 

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions 
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes 

 Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft 
call John on 07930 907686 

HASSOCKS PARISH COUNCIL – COMMU-
NITY GRANTS SCHEME 2021/22  The dead-
line for the first submission of applications for 
Hassocks Parish Council Community Grants 
Scheme is Friday 27th August, for consideration 
by the Council in September.  The Council wel-
comes applications from local community groups 
or for projects and activities that will benefit local 
residents.  Applications are considered twice yearly 
in September and February.  
Full details can be found on the Parish Council’s 
website – www.hassocks-pc.gov.uk or for further 
information please contact the Parish Council Of-
fice on 01273 842714 or email  
info@hassocks-pc.gov.uk.   

Ian Cumberworth 
 

WANTED  If you have any old photos, poems, 
recipes, stories, events or anything of interest you 
would like included please email us at  
ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send it to QD Sta-
tionery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex 
BN6 8AR.  Deadline for the September Issue is 1st 
August 2021. 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS AT THE 
ACORNS whether it is for Nursery and Forest 
School, Stay and Play sessions or our Holiday Fun 
Club which is on until 20th August. 
Each morning children bound across the grass for 
another day of fun and adventure, eager to explore 
all our woodland setting has to offer. Exploring the 
natural world is central to everything we do at The 
Acorns Children are encouraged to have a ‘can do’ 
approach to learning, gaining in confidence and 
self-esteem as they learn new skills. 
Days at Holiday Fun can be busy or chilled. With 
forest school adventures; blackberrying; tree climb-
ing; jam making; bike riding; art and craft; an ex-
pedition up on the South Downs; playing in the 
woods or den-building, there is something for ev-
eryone!   
September marks the start of an exciting new aca-
demic year at our Westmeston and Lindfield set-
tings. We understand that a new nursery can be 
daunting for parents and children alike. Our popular 
Stay-and-Play sessions provide children with a gen-
tle stepping stone to nursery, offering a chance to 
play and have fun with the reassuring presence of 
their parents. 
For further information about Holiday Fun, 
September enrolment or Stay-and-Play sessions, 
please chat to our friendly team on 01444 455081 
or find us online.  
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com.  

 Janet Irwin 

 Lost Property
Like us on face book 
and keep upto date 

 with all the  
lost property items 

‘QD Stationery’



A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING 

All plumbing and gas work undertaken 
Boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling). 

New heating systems to dripping taps 
Friendly, Local & Fully Insured • No job too small 

07967 440 805 
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

 Hollingum Electrical ltd   

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE  

Telephone Josh  
on 07818 017917 

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

DMF FENCING
All Garden Fencing 

Concrete Bases • Sheds  
 Decking • Ground Clearance 

 
07493 161297 • 01273 640402 

denefunnell2018@gmail.com

Mobile Car Care Company
Car Washing & Valeting Services 

We come to you! 
07768 278759

SHOPS IN HASSOCKS 60 YEARS AGO  Hav-
ing lived in Hassocks for nearly 60 years and with 
relatives living here since 1937 I feel that before it 
is forgotten the diversity of shops 60 years ago 
should not be forgotten.   
Therefore I have listed these as far as I can remem-
ber. From the West:- 
Southside - Co-op Grocery, Dairy, Bank, Estate 
Agent, Fishmonger, Greengrocer, Butcher, Gas 
showroom, Solicitor, ?, General Post Office, Petrol 
and Service Station, Do It Your Self Supplies, ?, 
Grocery, Radio & Television, Mens Outfitter, 
Greengrocer, Ironmonger, Wool Shop and Cinema. 
North Side - Estate Agent, Books & Stationery, 
Café, Gents Hairdresser, Furniture, ?, Pharmacist, 
Delicatessen, Ladies Wear, Bank, Grocer, Butcher 
Tobacconist and Confectioner, Bank, Pharmacist, 
Bank, Pet Shop, Toys, Ladies Hairdresser and ?. 

Tony Sharp 
 

Editors note: 
Maybe a reader out there can fill in the question 
marks and name the shops?  Email or write in 

details on inside front cover. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIVE PARAMEDIC CHRIS STORY READ-
INGS  Enjoy a live story reading with author, Tim 
Parsons, as he reads Paramedic Chris stories each 
week, as well as new stories aimed at children aged 
between four and ten years of age. 
Live episodes will be each Sunday on Zoom at 7 
pm UK time – starting 4th July. 
Subscribe for just a small amount each month – £1 
from every subscription will be donated to Crohn’s 
and Colitis UK. 
For further information and to book please visit: 
www.timparsons.co.uk.                   Tim Parsons 



homecharles@btinternet.com

Mid Sussex  
Prestige Vehicles • Taxi Prices 

077 344 89 222

DAVE NEWLYN 
PAINTER, DECORATOR  

& TILER    
Friendly Service  

Over 30 years experience      
 Tel 01273 846648 
                          or 07796 545663 

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

Opening Hours 
 

Monday -  Saturday  
9.00am - 5.30pm 

 
Contact us on 
01273 843946  

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk 
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk 17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD 

HURSTPIERPOINT GYMNASTICS CLUB ANNUAL CHAMPIONSHIPS  
thirty-seventh Annual Championships were  held during regular class sessions, watched by all their classmates. 
Over eighty gymnasts chose to enter and demonstrated their skills in their routines and vaulting as they com-
peted for the trophies available. Thirty of the gymnasts were performing for the first time. 
In the junior age groups, honours were shared around the competitors with twenty-one gymnasts gaining 
medals in the different sections.  
For all the Year 3s in their first Championships. Jessica Jones won the Floor and Gracie Smith the Vault. 
In Year 4, also competing for the first time after last year’s covid cancellations, Amelia Monteith won the 
Floor and Freya Perry the Vault. 
Summer Sargent came first in the Year 5 & 6 Floor, while Leanna Rose Brazil won the Vault with a fine hand-
spring. Leanna Rose’s floor routine added too her point score, enabling her to win the ‘Stan Brown Memorial’ 
cup for the Junior All-round Champion.. 
In the senior section the battle for Floor supremacy was won by Emily Holmes by just a tenth of a mark over 
Isabel Faulkner. Forward and backwards walkovers, free cartwheels, splits and handsprings almost became 

the norm. Chloe Wright won the Senior Vault with a twisting 
handspring. The Overall Senior Champion trophy was won by 
Isabel Faulkner. 
The club meets in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre and has 
children from over 30 different schools as far apart as 
Lewes, Brighton and Haywards Heath.  
Further details can be obtained from the Club 01273 
832366 or visit www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk  
There are currently vacancies in September in the Pre-school 
groups which meet Friday afternoons (minimum 3rd birth-
day) and in the school-age groups. Boys meet Tuesdays, 
Girls meet Wednesdays and Thursdays.                       

  Andrew Hair (Coach) Leanna Rose BrazilIsabel  Faulkner



JB Fencing 
All types oF Fencing & gAtes  

     Free quotations and advice 
     All work guaranteed 
     Sheds and Bases 
     No job too small 
     Over 40 years experience  

Hassocks 01273 843539 
Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you 
• New Computers 
• Laptop Setup 
• Wireless Setup 
• Printer Setup 
• Servicing & Clean up 

07771 588 577 
rob@rhaskins.co.uk 

•Computer Repairs          
•Hardware Upgrades 

•Software Issues 
•Data Recovery 

•Virus & Malware  
Removal  

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy 
Your Local Handyman 

 

From Major Renovations & Improvements  
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between 

Both Inside & Out Your Home 
 

Call Ivan today for a free quote 
Mobile:  07814 598539 

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk 
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING IN SCHOOL – NURTURE 
 
In Nurture the focus is on social emotional skills, wellbeing and 
behaviour. 
We offer a range of opportunities for the children to develop social 
and emotional skills to do well at school and with peers, develop 
their resilience and help them to deal more confidently with 
events that may happen during their life. 
We have a set routine within the session starting with how we 
feel today, then an activity followed by snack time where we talk 
together, led by the children, listening to each other. We finish 
off with a bit of mindfulness to help with the transition back to 
class. 
ELSA stands for Empathises, Listens, Supports and Advises. In 
ELSA it’s about helping children with their feelings and emo-
tions, to understand them and to help them manage them. 
There are individual sessions that are planned carefully for that 
child. The session consists of several parts, starting with emo-
tional check in, followed by a main activity, and finished off with 
a relaxation exercise to help get ready to go back to class. 
ELSA was created to run alongside Nurture. It is recognised that 

children learn better and are happier if their emotional needs are also met. 
Both ELSA and Nurture are held in our Bubble Room, which is welcoming, comfortable, and well 
stocked with resources, including our new Nurture trolley, Lap Buddies, and Worry Monsters. 

Mrs Buckman – Nurture & ELSA Lead 



All Fencing Work  
Undertaken  

Decking & Gates 

All Fencing Work Undertaken  
Decking & Gates 

Free Quotation • Reliable Service 
 

Where reputation matters 
Call Chris 

Tel: 01273 845616 
Mobile: 07717 574026 

C.B.C. Fencing
 

Mid Sussex Flooring 
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate  
We are a family run mobile flooring retailer 

 with over 20 years experience.  
Offering a range of all types of flooring 

 brought to you at your own home or business.  
For a Free Quote or Advice Call 
01273 844739 or 07970 636160  

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk  
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk 

STATION GARAGE  Hassocks  01273 844256 

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB 
A local business supporting the local community

4SIGHT VISION SUPPORT ANNOUNCES  
NEW SUPPORT SERVICES   

West Sussex charity 4Sight Vision Support has been providing specialist services to blind and sight 
impaired adults and children for 100 years this October, and was recently honoured with The 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. Its services include providing advice on sight loss conditions, 
support with adapting to living with sight loss through magnification, lighting and equipment aids, 
as well as emotional support, and signposting to other forms of assistance. 
4Sight Vision Support is now delighted to announce a number of new services for 2021, open to 
all, some of which are a direct result of how the Charity adapted in order to provide support to its 
members throughout the pandemic. For example, a Health and Wellbeing Service is now available, 
offering new online social 
clubs and peer support groups 
such as quizzes, book clubs, 
history and theatre discussion 
groups, as well technology 
Q&A demo sessions. 
Other new services include a 
dedicated Accessible Technol-
ogy Specialist – providing ad-
vice and assistance with setting 
up and using technology such 
as tablets, laptops, mobile 
phones and home speakers, as 
well as a dedicated Vision Sup-
port Service for Children, 
Young People and Families. 
Additionally, 4Sight Vision Support is now able to help with accessing benefits: specialist advisors 
can advise and assist with completing Personal Independence Payment (PIP) forms, which can 
make a huge difference to quality of life, independent living and general wellbeing. 
To find out more about how we can support you or someone you know living with sight loss, call 
01243 828555 or visit www.4sight.org.uk.                                                                             Cathy 



Faulty Door or Windows Locks? 
Broken or Lost Keys? 

Locked Out?

• Commercial & Domestic 
• Free Security Surveys 
• Independent 

• Master Key Systems 
• Locks Supplied & Fitted 
• UPVC Door Specialist 

• DBS Checked  • 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

Tel : 01273 068 086 • Mobile : 07538 521 210 
   Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk  
   www.snsecurity.co.uk

 WILLIAM MEDHURST OF ALBOURNE 
 
We thank Dave Evans of Hurstierpoint for 
these photos:- 
 
William worked for Mr Sidney Hole as Head 
Carter.   
Here he is pictured at the Hurst Ploughing match 
on Mr Woods land (Washbrooks Farm, Hurst-
pierpoint) around 1942/1943. 
He lived in Butts Cottages, Albourne with Mrs 
Medhurst for over 50 years.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr and Mrs Medhurst with his cart-horse.  

William Medhurst at Hurst Ploughing Match 

Butts Cottages, Albourne, 



PLASTERING 
L. BARNES 

CEILINGS  •  WALLS  •  FLOORS 
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally 

Phone 01444 232845

 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Qualified, local professional 

IAN PARKIN 

01273 833793 or 07986 401670 

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing 
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.  

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers. 
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.  

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing. 
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured 

217843

JON BARKER 
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios 

Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance 
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting 

Assembly of Sheds & their Bases 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming  

Tree Felling • Planting etc 
No Job too BIG or too small 

Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured 
07815 663825

THE WINDMILLS SCHOOL  Years 4, 5 and 6 
had a virtual visit from author Cressida Cowell, 
creator of the How to Train Your Dragon and The 
Wizards of Once series.  Cressida spoke about her 
latest book, her inspirations and gave tips on be-
coming an author or illustrator.  This event was or-
ganised by The Book Nook in Hove and the 
children really enjoyed hearing from an award-
winning, inspiring author. 
Years 3 and 4 have been busy creating in their DT 
lessons.  Year 3 are learning to sew and are hoping 
to alter clothing for use in the garden and year 4 
are making their own pencil cases. 
The whole school took part in the NSPCC’s Speak 
Out.  Stay Safe Online campaign, which explained 
to the children how to stay safe whilst online and 
what their rights are. 
We are continuing to hold Outdoor Leaning ses-
sions across all years and the children are enjoying 
the chance to get out of the classroom and take part 
in a range of activities from den-building to mak-
ing animal habitats. 
We are hoping that the revised transition date will 
go ahead and look forward to welcoming children 
from Hassocks Infant School.  Year 6 will be going 
to their secondary school’s for the day and we wish 
them all the very best for the future and will wish 
them a fond farewell at the end of term. 
As the term draws to a close we would like to thank 
all the parents and carers for their support in what 
has been another challenging school year.                                              

Sarah Jacobs 
 

 
We thank Susan Mottram for the following letter:-  
Further to my recent comment about the picture of 
Clayton Cricket Club that I sent you, my brother 
has spotted three other faces. 
In the back row 6th from the left is Ted Wilkins, 
the ninth from the left in the same row he reckons 
is our Grandfather William George Mottram. 
In the front row 7th from the left is Harry Knight.   
 
YOU SAW HIM HERE FIRST A fundraising 
Concert Saturday 4th September at 3 pm St Pe-
ters Church, Henfield.  Henry Godwin with special 
guests, The Bothy Singers, BF5 and Sidonie Win-
ter.  
Henry is an 18 year old Baritone who is off to The 
Royal College of Music in September having se-
cured a Scholarship earlier this year.  
This is Henry’s last concert before he leaves and 
he would love for you to come and join him and 
some special guests for an afternoon of music from 
Opera and Art Song to the beatles.  
Tickets (with include tea/coffee and cake) and 
more information can be found on eventbrite.com 
under the title ‘you saw him here first’. 



THE HASSOCKS HOTEL 
Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113 

www.thehassocks.co.uk         info@thehassocks.co.uk

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE 
BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR 2022 !! 

Self Contained with Bar*,    
FRIDAYS ARE FREE FOR 

CHARITY EVENTS 
Fully Air Conditioned  

PA System or DJ Available 
Seating for up to 90 people  

 3 Course Meals or  
Hot & Cold Buffets available 

                                                  
 

 
 

COME & WATCH  
 YOUR FAVOURITE 
PREMIERSHIP FOOTBALL 

ALL LIVE  
GAMES SHOWN

Senior Citizens Meals from £5.00 

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More 
CALL CHRIS OR LISA ON 01273 842113 FOR DETAILS. 

*Terms and conditions apply



R NYE 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 
   01273 841796 
   07968 475125 

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering   
Rendering  

Bricklaying   
Building Work  

 Property Maintenance 

 
 

www.loveyourcomputer.co.uk 
01444 253702 / 07765 132270

Computer, Tablet & Smartphone Help 
Patricia Rykiel – See New Website

Simon Weller  - 07525 857679  
                           01273 468759 

hassockspaving@hotmail.com 
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

A. Twine Butcher 

01273 842296

       Monday - Saturday 7.30am - 4.00 pm*   *except Bank Holidays

It ’s BBQ Time  Pop In & See Us  

Phone Orders Taken    

 Find us on Facebook
Sau

sage
s
Keb

abs
Burger

s
Stea

ks
Ribs

27 Keymer Road, Hassocks

HURST PLAYERS  Following the success of the 
Hurst Players early summer production of “The 
Boadicea of Britannia Street” the Players have lost 
no time in starting rehearsals for the play which 
follows this September – and which forms part of 
the 2021 Hurstpierpoint Festival.   The director this 
time is Annette Squire, currently organising her 
cast of nine. 
It will be Richard Harris’s riotous farcical comedy 
“Outside Edge” and all cricket enthusiasts and/or 
cricket ‘widows’ are advised to leave their respec-
tive pavilions and join the Players in theirs – oth-
erwise known as the Players Theatre on 
Hurstpierpoint High Street. 
“Outside Edge” follows the local cricket club 
leader’s attempt to form a team for a local match, 
organise stumps, refreshments and pitch rolling 
whilst concurrently defusing the effects of extra-
marital activities, and will be presented from 14th 
to 18th September inclusive.  Hopefully – we are 
always full of hope but it is sometimes misplaced 
– hopefully, we will be permitted to sell the full 
house of 86 seats with all Covid 19 restrictions 
long since abolished.   Only half the house could 
be sold for Boadicea which unfortunately left peo-

ple who wanted to see it unable to do so – and the 
Players coffers seriously depleted. 
So, if you are theatre minded, or cricket minded, 
or both please reserve those dates now: 14th to 
18th September – tickets will be available from 
late August either in person at the Theatre when the 
box office opens or online via the Players website: 
hurstplayers.org.uk.   You will have a good night 
out without ever tossing a googly and with luck 
you might bowl a maiden over in our licensed bar! 
Watch out for posters, banners and leaflets nearer 
the time.                                           Anne Hopper  
 
BIG THANK YOU Naomi, Karen and myself 
would like to say thank you to all who sponsored 
us to do the South Downs Mighty Hike on 5th June 
this year. It was a 
beautiful, though 
challenging, walk. We 
are very grateful for 
all the support given, 
enabling us to raise 
£3015 for Macmillan 
cancer support.           

Dorothy Porter 



• Removals 
• Storage 
• House Clearances 
• Fully Insured 
• Packaging 
• + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053 
m: 07780 864 817 
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield 
REMOVALS Ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview 
Freesat

Bird  
Spikes

Digital TV Aerials 
DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755 
Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted 
Extensions & Refurbishments 

General Maintenance
Fully Insured  

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772 
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

 
We thank Rosemary Lacey for the following letter:- 
While visiting my mother she showed me the 
photo you published of the 1st Keymer brownie 
pack in about 1970/71. My name was Rosemary 
Durrant then (now Lacey) and I am on the middle 
row, third brownie from the right, not including the 
toddler. I think the girl next to me wearing the hair 
band was Alison Turner and the brownie at the left 
hand end of that row was Deborah Whittington. 
Shirley Jewell was one of my mum’s (Jean Dur-
rant) friends and they are still in touch even though 
Shirley now lives in Westward Ho! We are actually 

visiting Shirley this September so no doubt we will 
relive brownie times. We had a lot of fun, espe-
cially country dancing, as that was one of Shirley’s 
hobbies. My own 3 daughters went on to enjoy the 
guiding movement too.  
 
DITCHLING’S APPLE DAY on the Green  
Ditchling’s Apple day is Sunday 3rd October, 
2021.  Fingers crossed restrictions will be less by 
then. We will have apple pressing, bar, food, and 
lots of orchard related activities.  If you’d like to 
be a volunteer helper or if you’d like to have a stall, 
we’d love to hear from you and keep an eye out for 
future announcements.  Email us at ditchlingor-
chard@hidtransition.org.uk.  Look forward to 
seeing you all with your apples and enthusiastic 
welly wanging skills.                        Tae Chisholm 
 
CORRECTION from last months article from 
Dave Evans about  Mr Durrant lived actually lived 
in Western Road and not Cuckfield Road.        Ed 
 

DEADLINE FOR SEPTEMBER ISSUE 
is 1st August.  For more information visit  

villagemagazines.co.uk 



 John Evans 

 Plastering Specialist 
 All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering 

 Free quotes •Fully Insured 
  johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279 
07712 898394 

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH - GOING FOR 
A WALK WITH A WEED  Sometimes it is hard 
to understand the purpose of bindweed. A case can 
be made for other things despised by gardeners. 
Slugs feed thrushes and thistles feed gold finches 
and rats and flies are nature’s dustmen and mould 
and springtails make compost. Even the dreaded 
Japanese Knotweed earns respect as a powerful 
anti-viral.  
But common bindweed?  My efforts to restore the 
herb garden in the Farm Centre, have been chal-
lenged this month by a relentless advance of the 
stuff, strangulating all in its path. Moist, warm, 
midsummer days are bindweed heaven. The ten-
drils cleave to everything in their path and while 
the heart-shaped leaves expand to smother other 
leaves, the roots ingratiate themselves inextricably 
with the general community of roots underground. 
They violate all ‘social distancing rules’, foisting 
themselves upon weaker neighbours with a fatal 
disregard. So although bindweed flowers are 
among the largest of our native wild flowers and 
have an exquisite purity and elegance of design, 
the ‘weed’ itself is considered the very devil in the 
garden and the fact that it twines ‘widdershins’, or 
anti-clockwise testifies to its sinister (left-handed) 
character.  
Some folk names for bindweed reflect this: Devil’s 
Guts, Snake Meat... yet others have a more affec-
tionate tone: Bellbine, Withybind, Bearbind, Old 
Man’s Nightcap, and Granny Jump out of Bed, de-
scriptive, as Richard Mabey recounts, of a country 
children’s game. In this one the flowers were 

pinched and popped out of their calyxes so that 
they floated to the ground like the skirts of an old-
fashioned nightgown, while the players chanted: 
“Grandmother, grandmother, pop out of bed!” As 
adults, we lose this playful relation to our world. 
We always have a material agenda. And the dam-
age we inflict as nature’s policemen, often only 
compounds the problem and increases our frustra-
tion. 
Am I hopelessly clumsy, or do others also find that 
when they pull the beastly bindweed out, the plants 
they are trying to rescue collapse in a pitiful heap? 
Beloved rosebuds snap off? And the blackbirds, 
spying once-hidden raspberries, promptly gorge 
themselves silly? Perhaps the purpose of 
bindweed, after all, is as a kind of natural glue, 
holding things together, greening naked surfaces, 
shading fruit from the scorching summer sun. The 
purgative sap of bindweed is distasteful to slugs 
shading fruit from the scorching summer sun. The 
purgative sap of bindweed is distasteful to slugs 
and other plant predators. Can this be protective 
too? Darwin presented the Victorian world with a 
model of Nature which was interpreted as pure 
competition, everything falling prey to everything 
else. “Big fleas have little fleas upon their backs to 
bite ‘em, and little fleas have lesser fleas, ad infini-
tum.’ This has a distinctly political flavour. By con-
trast, The Indian Taittreya Upanishad, envisages a 
world in which all is still food, but everything pro-
vides for everything else. A gift. Humans are en-
joined to feed everything within their circle of 
influence. We are not rivals but fellow guests at the 



PLUMBER 
For all your plumbing needs  

 No Job too small • Over 20 years experience 
Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse 

IS NOW MOBILE 
If you would like Marie to visit you 

Please call 07565 187009 
Total Footcare Appointments £28.00 

For all your  
wasp problems 

 07598 836451

great feast of life. Bindweed is unruly – the invader 
of disturbed soils, romping over our feeble hybrids 
with a vigour they can hardly dream of. But oh for 
that vigour in our own lives! There is an irrepress-
ible greenness in wild weeds. ‘Viriditas’, latin for 
greenness, is the term Hildegard of Bingen coined 
in the 10th century, to describe the life force that 
brings health. So perhaps bindweed is also a 
teacher, showing us that disjunction is a weakened 
state in Nature that invites opportunist exploitation. 
Where our herbs have knit themselves together 
into strong communities, bindweed has a harder 
time. Plants, like people, are weaker alone.  
In the Guatemalan Highlands, the traditional gar-
deners set aside the margins of their family plots 
for wild species to strengthen their crops with vi-
tality from the forest.  
With this in mind, here in the garden I am trying 
to keep a truce with bindweed and other weeds. In 
truth, many of them have respectable histories of 
culinary and medicinal use.  
A Cotswold shepherd I once knew, rightly de-
scribed all wild flowers as “‘erbs” and a herb-
seller’s London street rhyme from the 17th century 
confirms that our distinction between the two is a 

modern one, jumbling cultivated and wild varieties 
together into one potent posy: rosemary, rue, dan-
delion, ground ivy, lavender, cinquefoil, sage and 
heartsease, receiving equal praise. So, at Stoney-
wish now the Wild Ones are not completely rooted 
out, for they have the vigour and determination the 
cultivated species need to acquire. But I cut them 
faster, in the hope that that will buy time to estab-
lish a natural balance.  
Just now there are apothecary’s roses, marigolds, 
echinacea, lavender, camomile, and the last of the 
foxgloves in bloom. Marshmallows are growing 
tall, the chives are coming up for a second cut, the 
marjoram is thick with bumble bees. The air fills 
with aromatic oils when the sun shines. You can 
inhale the ‘viriditas’! Indeed it’s a pleasure to pull 
a bit of bindweed among such heady scents. The 
combined intelligence of these plants is a 
formidable thing. As Stephen Harrod Buhner the 
American herbalist says, plants are the first and 
still the best chemists on the planet. They perform 
astonishing alchemies from day to day and hour to 
hour, refining and distilling spontaneous terpenes, 
syrups, oils, soaps, perfumes and hydrosols. They 
are said, by Native Americans, to be the friends of 

HELIUM BALLOONSHELIUM BALLOONS 
Bunches of 3 from £6.50 
Bunches of 5 from £9.50      

Foil Balloons from £4.50  
Invites, Banners, Confetti,  

Place Cards, Cups,  
Serviettes, Party Poppers   

and more ... 

QD STATIONERY  
52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks  01273 846978



JOHN RUSSELL JOHN RUSSELL   
Car Body Work • MOT Welding  

 Valeting • Competitive Prices 
07971 276126 

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling 

MATHS TUITION  
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS  • Qualified Maths Teacher 

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level 
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist 

 07752 186678    Hassocks Based

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES 
A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967 

 
 
 
 

A small local company with a brilliant reputation 
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243

uPVC Windows & Doors           
Conservatories & Porches 

Cladding, Fasias & Guttering 

All aspects of building work 
Roofing Kitchens 
Pointing Bathrooms 
Decorating General Maintenance

Man, having promised to lay this pharmacy at his 
disposal for his defence against disease. Modern 
science attests that even the thought of a rose is 
enough to stimulate seratonin production in the 
brain! 
So come and intoxicate yourself while the herbs 
are in flower. Indulge in some herb bathing. Pinch 
the leaves between your fingers and breathe the 
fragrance. Be green in the oldest and wisest way, 
by entering into community with the green things 
of the earth and sharing their ‘viriditas’. And 
please, if you see some bindweed on your way, feel 
free to pull it up!!! 
Summer blessings on you all!  Stoneywish is open 
every day now, until the end of September.  
Full details available on our website 
www.stoneywish.com.                              Rosemary 
 
AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks. Main 
office 01273 844461  www.achassocks.co.uk. 
We are open!  We are serving lunches weekdays in 
our dining room, Mondays - Soup, Selection of 
sandwiches, Paninis, Bacon rolls, teacakes, scones 
and freshly baked cakes. Tuesdays - Roast Dinner, 
Wednesday Half Price Lunch!  Thursdays - Roast 

Dinner and Fridays Fish and Chips. Please do call 
us on 01273 844461 to book a place. Do let us 
know by 10 am on the day at the latest.  Please be 
aware some days maybe fully booked. Our Menu 
is always on our website.  If you need help with 
transport to come for lunch we may be able to col-
lect you in our mini bus, do enquire in the office.  
Our Coffee Shop is open from 9 am to 3 pm serv-
ing refreshments. Have you seen our refurbished 
Charity Shop? Do come and have a look! Our shop 
and coffee shop are also open on Saturday morn-
ings. 
Can you help us? 
Volunteering opportunities to help in our Charity 
Shop, Dining Room, Driver for our bus and Escort 
to help people on and off the bus, please do call the 
office for more information or come in and see us. 
We are also looking for a Saturday morning vol-
unteer to help in our coffee shop, this can be once 
a month on a rota system to take orders including 
payments for refreshments.  Do call us or pop in 
and see us. 
We look forward to welcoming you. 

 All at Age Concern 





The Old Flower Field 
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges 
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk.  
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or  
telephone 01273 835696 for details. 

Available for 
stays between  
3 and 31 days

STATION GARAGE 
*  FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY  * 
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED * 
*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

Free Brake Fluid Condition Check 
*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  * 

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  * 
*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  * 

Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings 
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS 

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

DID YOU KNOW ?? 
You can now read the  

Village Voice  
& Hassocks Talk About 

(inc Ditchling Dialogue) online? 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE ‘CLOSED’ 
DOORS FROM THE MID SUSSEX HEALTH 
CARE PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP  The 
past year plunged our National Health Service into a 
state of emergency, requiring many sudden changes to 
the ways patients access health care. It’s been frustrating, 
worrying and difficult for the community, and the prac-
titioners alike.  
The demands on doctors’ surgeries are higher than they 
have ever been. The Times reported that in March this 
year the UK had hit the highest consultations on record, 
a staggering 28 million. So how has this impacted lo-
cally? The PPG interviewed Dr Miriam Winn, Partner 
GP at Mid Sussex Health Care, who shared her experi-
ences over the past 19 months. 
“In early 2020 the Practice had to adapt its ways of 
working. We rapidly needed to move to a total triage 
model – this was under the direction of NHS England 
and it was very different to the way we had previously 
been working. We needed to start screening our patients 
by finding out what their problem was and how best to 
manage them whilst keeping patients safe and keeping 
staff safe”. 

Dr Winn recalled the amount of unknowns they had to 
work with and the speed at which they had to react. She 
explained how they set up systems to be able to quickly 
adapt, including the creation of a team to make rapid de-
cisions on a daily basis. “The team met every morning to 
respond to the information coming through. We also 
held daily huddles with all staff, to explain changes 
being made and get feedback on how things were going, 
ensuring staff concerns staff were heard.” 
At this time the community was concerned to see the 
sudden changes, particularly the closure of the Ditch-
ling surgery and the limited access to the Hassocks 
surgery. Dr Winn explained the rationale for these 
changes.  
“We were worried about patients coming into the prac-
tice who may be potentially infected and therefore we 
needed to limit the amount of contact that our staff were 
having with patients and we were also rapidly losing 
staff because they were developing coughs 
themselves, so needed to isolate, or needed to be at home 
with family members that were isolating.  So we didn’t 
have enough staff available to open all three sites in 
a safe way.” 



 It’s now well over a year since the rapid response to 
Covid began and unfortunately things are still very dif-
ferent to what they once were. We asked Dr Winn how it 
is now for the Practice and its staff. 
“We’re still doing total triage all day.  That will hope-
fully change soon. At 08:30 it’s all go. Our phone lines 
open and morning clinics start.” She explains that each 
GP sees 32 patients either over the phone or at the 
surgery, during morning and afternoon sessions. In be-
tween the two sessions they make home visits, put 
through referrals for patients, send off prescriptions and 
respond to contact made via E-consult. We all stay on 
until the job is done, so currently it is an extremely long 
day for us all”.  
Dr Winn chatted at length about all the changes, what 
might remain long into the future and what should even-
tually come to an end. We discussed reduced contact with 
the GP, and an increased digital service that the media 
recently predicted.  She remains very positive that 
MSHC are on the right road ahead. “The Rapid pace of 
change has certainly forced the Practice to try new things 
such as online appointments, but all of us miss that face 
to face interaction with patients.  We don’t have any in-
tention to work only remotely, but we will still have on-
line services so that patients have a choice.” 
Dr Winn talked about the increased patient choice as a 
positive to have come out of the changes. She also ex-
plained that within the Practice, it has also brought teams 
together to think about how best to manage the problems 
and to think outside the box, like providing oxygen mon-
itors at home to patients with Covid symptoms.  She 
hopes that patients understand the challenges they have 
had and welcome any feedback patients may have.   
The PPG would like to thank Dr Winn for this interview 
and also thank her and all MSHC colleagues for the ef-
forts they have gone to, to keep our local health care 
going to support us through the pandemic.                   

Louise Evatt 

HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES 
specialists in treework & hedge cutting 

 

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING 
FOR 20 YEARS 

 

Regular maintenance or one off cuts  
 All tree, hedge & shrub care  

 Planting  Turfing • Fully Insured  
 NPTC Qualified 

 

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446
It has been a common misconception that GP 
practices have been closed throughout the lockdown. 
“We’ve been here all along,” said Dr Winn, “seeing pa-
tients face to face in the safest way that’s possible”. She 
explained how they needed to triage patients to 
know whether they should be seen in a Covid secure en-
vironment or whether they had potential Covid symp-
toms and should be seen at the ‘hot hub’. “It was also 
important to keep our Hurstpierpoint site as a ‘cold site 
so that we could bring in vulnerable patients for blood 
tests or other appointments and they could be assured that 
it was as safe as possible. Vulnerable staff could also be 
assured that they were safe to be at work and worked 
only at the cold site.” 

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER 
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate 

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic  
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios, 

concreting and chimney repairs. 
Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288  

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk



CAN YOU HELP? 
 

We are looking for  
volunteers to deliver the  

VILLAGE VOICE 
once a month to Hurstpierpoint 

& surrounding areas (BN6 9) 
 

Areas which need covering: 
Willow Way, Willow Close, Willow Gardens, Blackthorns,  
The Grange, Orchard Way, Policemans Lane, Churchfields,  
Talbot Mead, Hurstbeach Close, Chalkers Lane, Idenhurst,  

Trinity Road, Hassocks Road, High Street, 

 If you think you can help 
give us a call on  

01273 846978 
or email 

info@villagemagazines.co.uk



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery  

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Ornamental Plant Care 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways  

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister BSc MPhil 

01273 447400 
07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE  
CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES 

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,  
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience 
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms 

0771 362 3949 
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

MAKE £5 GROW (VIRGIN MONEY) 
DITCHLING PRIMARY AND NURSERY 
SCHOOL - YEAR 6  Since the Easter holi-
days, Year 6 have been participating in Virgin 
Money’s ‘Make £5 Grow’ project, a pro-
gramme designed to give children the oppor-
tunity to become entrepreneurs for a term and 
to create their own small businesses with the 
aim to sell products to the rest of the school. 
Their aim was to raise enough money to pur-
chase BeeBots for the school. 
To start off with, Year 6 chose their business 
partners, and started to talk about potential 
business ideas with help from Vicky Harris 
(school governor/ fundraiser). Once they had 
decided on their businesses, they started on 
market research so they could get an idea of 
who wanted what and how much they would 
pay for it. Some groups decided to allow their 
customers to pre-order their products. 
Their next step was to buy products and equip-
ment, ensuring they stayed within their bud-
gets (£5 per person) and got the best quality 
they could for the cheapest price. The equip-
ment they bought was used on the making day 

to create products good enough to sell to the 
other year groups. After 6 weeks of buying 
and making, the groups were finally ready to 
sell. 
Year 6 managed to raise a grand total of £302 
profit!                                                Michelle 
 
NSPCC concert organised by the Hurstpier-
point and Hassocks committee will be held in 
the Great Hall, Danny, New Way Lane, Hurst-
pierpoint, BN6 9BB on Sunday 1st August at 
3 pm.  
Come and enjoy a relaxing afternoon of con-
temporary Jazz and Blues songs sung by Julie 
Roberts and Michael Hinton on the piano. 
Tickets which includes a cream tea are avail-
able from Mishon Mackay, 106 High Street, 
Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9PX 01273 834602.   

Jo Marshall              
 For further information on advertising   please look at our website:  www.villagemagazines.co.uk



STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Apparently, the new dentist is a specialist referral centre only but I’ll let you know more about that in the future. 
Still no sign of anyone taking over any of the empty shops, which is a shame’ but I’m sure sooner or later they will get occupied by something or 
other.   
In the meantime, lets carry on with my story, a new little horse has just arrived in my life. I found an excellent name for him courtesy of a new TV 
series called Hawk.  At first he seemed very depressed and quiet so I just let him graze in a field for a couple of weeks and re-adjust to a different 
life.  I’d just sit on the ground and talk to him so he got to know my voice and my way of doing things.  Eventually I got on him and went for a 
couple of hacks to see what he was like in traffic and if he liked me and my style of riding, so far so good. I thought it was time to take him to a 
local cross country event run by the pony club.  We sauntered up to the start, the timekeeper raised his arm to signal get ready, then quickly low-
ered it to go.  It was at this point I realised that basically he was madder than a box of frogs!  In just a few seconds he changed from Muffin the 
Mule to Champion the Wonder Horse. We flew round that course, flat out at full gallop and he never put a foot wrong.  He was amazing and un-
beatable.  We won every cross country event we entered, to be honest I was just a passenger, he had the capacity to work everything out for 
himself, if he was going to do something a bit different he’d signal me by flicking his ears back and forward. For example we were doing some na-
tional championship in Melton Mowbray, half way round the course was an Irish Bank – you’d jump on to the bank, pop over the fence in the 
middle and then off the bank.  I remember it so clearly, we came round the corner, the bank was in front of us with loads of spectators & pho-
tographers around it.  I felt a slight change in him, then the ears started flicking backward and forward which was a signal for – hang on dad – 
his pace quickened and that was it he took off and cleared the whole thing in one go.  We seemed to be up in the air for ages, all the photographers 
got were pictures of his legs, the headline in one of the pony papers was “Hawk soars again” We were like pop stars, it was incredible, he was in-
credible.  I’d like to tell you more stories about our adventures but space doesn’t permit. 
However, Tweasledown was a favourite haunt of ours, it was a racecourse as well as having a brilliant cross country course and is situated not far 
from Aldershot. We always seemed to be there either competing or just having fun.  Pony club camp was held there as were many events.  This 
is where I first met Princess Anne.  She was a member of the same pony club, we all used to call her Annie, which was a bit disrespectful but she 
preferred it.  She was always incredibly nice, very funny with a wicked sense of humour, if it wasn’t for John you’d never have known she was a 
royal.  John was her Royal Protection Officer, he was always there and his rules were – treat her as a normal person, never ask personal questions 
about her family and never take photographs – like me she loved the cross country. I mean, in my life I’ve done bungee & parachute jumps but 
nothing compares to the adrenalin rush you got going round these courses, especially on Hawk, but she was much more careful, She always 
seemed to use Tweasledown as a training ground to bring on her new young horses.  My older sister, Susan, often used to come along and on 
some occasions drive the horsebox. On this particular Sunday she was helping with the catering, run exceptionally by Mrs Meinhart and her two 
daughters Penny & Tuppence.  I’d finished my class and had boxed up Hawk. Princess Anne, John and another gentleman who I’d never seen 
before, but was definitely with Anne and whom she was destined to marry, came over to thank my sister and the others for doing the catering 
so well.  At this point John got quite agitated, he had noticed a group of men coming from the car park, they were obviously photographers who 
had been tipped off Anne was with a young man. He had no intention of pictures being taken on his watch. He said to Anne and her friend – you 
are leaving now – opened the side door of our horse box for them to get in and shut the door behind them.  He turned to my sister - please drive 
the horse box out of the main gates, turn right towards Aldershot drive for exactly one mile and stop - which is exactly what we did.  Seconds 
later John pulled up alongside, we all said thank you and good bye. John asked us never to mention this to anybody – which we never did. 
Although, from the age of 10 my sister has kept a diary (she is now 72). She recently phoned me from her home in Torquay, to remind me about 
the day we smuggled Princess Anne and Mark Phillips out of Tweasledown under the noses of the paparazzi! 
But - it didn’t end there…                                                                                                                                                                                 Love Steve 

VACUUM CLEANER REPAIRS 
  

ALL MAKES AND MODELS. FREE ESTIMATES.  
WE SELL NEW MACHINES. 

CALL JAY ON 01273 734424

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 

NOW PAVILION ELECTRICS HAVE CLOSED  
WE CAN COME TO YOU!

HASSOCKS 
HARDWARE

8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA  
01273 843878

DULUX PAINT MIXING 

KEY CUTTING

CAMPING GAS D.I.Y.

GARDEN/PLANTS 

HOUSEWARES SODA STREAM CANNISTERS 

TOOLS 

* UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP *
•

•

•

•

•
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