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Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical  

Work Undertaken   
Fully Insured • Free Estimates 

 Local Resident 
Contact Ben Watson on  

      01273 845960   
     07971 549939

Boilers Installed  
Serviced & Repaired 

Heating Updates 
Bathroom Design & Installation Local Resident Fully Insured  

call Stuart on 07738 679167 
   or Adam on 07983 693089 admin@faithhillservices.co.uk

569416
bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

R. D. JENKINS & SON 
QUALIFIED BUILDERS 

01273 843040 or 07715 000883 • 01444 244485 or 07514 011782 

Est since  
1976

Hassocks/ 
Burgess Hill Based

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.comEmail: info@rdjenkinsandson.com         Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

  • Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying? 

• Is your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs 

• Is your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing? 

•Are your GUTTERS Leaking? 

We have been trading locally since 1976 

Please call us if you require a FREE estimate 



 07889 447904 
01273 845912 

 
All Plumbing & Gas work. 

Bathroom Design & Installation. 
Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating  

Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs.  
No job too small.  Based in Hassocks

23848 39561

 PLUMBING &      
HEATING LTD

A local family run business. Est for over 30 years

Magazine published by  Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD 
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  Tel 01273 846978. 

Your Editors:  Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting 

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the FEBRUARY 2022 ISSUE is 4th January 2022   
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number.   If not included for our information,  

your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.   
Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk      Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk   

We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email. 
Do please support our local advertisers and mention  

that you saw their advert in our magazine.  Thank you. 
 

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.   
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this 

publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do 
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.  

Useful Information 
 

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714  
(answerphone out of hours) Website:  www.hassockspc.net.  Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth  

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm. 
 

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.  
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm.   Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill  

Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors.  Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999 
 

HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri  1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779 
 

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill.  (1st Oct. - 30th Mar. 2022.)  
OPEN Fri -  Wed inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm  

Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries – 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT FORGET YOUR PROOF OF ADDRESS 

OSTEOPATHY 
Emma Ross  

Registered Osteopath • Qualified since 1988 

01273 843380  
or 07860 470081   

 www.emma-ross-osteopathy.com 
51 Kings Drive, Hassocks BN6 8DY

 Lost Property
Like us on facebook 
and keep upto date 

 with all the  
lost property items 

‘QD Stationery’



www.LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

Call Robin on        
01273 834462 
07515 442147  
   robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

 Professional & Reliable Service 
 Fully Insured

We thank Dave Evans of Hurstpierpoint for this fabulous photo of Hurstpierpoint Fire Brigade:- 
The photo was taken outside the Fire Station which is still based in Cuckfield Road today, op-
posite Clarks Corner around 1930s.   
Standing by the cab is Fred Gander the Foreman.  The driver is John Venn.    
I believe standing up left to right is George Gaston who was uncle to Chris and George Gaston. 
Mr Woodward uncle to Pearce from the shoe shop in Hurstpierpoint and Reg Gander cousin of 
Fred Gander. 
Bottom row left to right Mr Patrick whose brother used to work at The Chinese Gardens. Mr 
Herriot who married Miss Clark from Clarks Corner and last person I do not know. 



Tiling
Slating

Fascias/Soffits
Flat Roofs
Guttering

Chimneys 
Leadwork

Call for a free quote  
  

01273 843566 
or 

   John  07814 196328 
 

Robbie 07833 607182  
 

www.jrhroofing.co.uk 

Fully Insured 

JRH

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL  
www.allgardensgreatandsmall.co.uk

Paving • Walling • Steps  
Driveways • Fencing 

 

FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP 
 

01273 890747 • 01444 848177 
07973 865850 

iansalmon@gmail.com

est 1983

MOBILE LADIES  
HAIRDRESSER 

Experienced & Friendly Service 
Reasonable rates (e.g. £26 for C/B/D) 

Telephone Kathy  
01273 846648 • 07909 556055 

City & Guilds • P.P.E. Worn

We thank Thomas Gee for the following letter:- 
I came across December VV and Steve’s gos-
sip. At the end of Empire in the mid 60’s we 
drove home and searched for a house which 
had to be within 20 miles of the new Univer-
sity. Few were available. Mid Sussex was in 
East Sussex then and a friend in Ditchling sug-
gested we try Keymer (which was later moved 
by Redcliffe Maude into West Sussex). We 
found a cottage there. The occupants, Colonel 
and Mrs Knightly were building a house in 
Hurst. But Hassocks still had another Colonel, 
an ex MP who was now our county councillor- 
Col. Granville Sharp. He used to ride  his bike 
in the village in shorts carrying a scythe, cut 
long grass, collecting  litter and represented us 
in Chichester until I took over from him. 
Steve’s  Toucan which advertised  alcohol  es-
caped and flew into a nearby tree. The Cres-
cent residents included Austen Albu MP and 
Minister, novelist Penelope Lively, Uncle Mac 
a  BBC founder, Mr Ramsbottom who grew 

tomatoes in a large Ditchling nursery, and Mrs 
Sandwell  who had a china shop opposite 
Steve.  Austen founded the Hassocks Amenity 
Association in the old Territorial galvanised 
Village Hall which was replaced by the pre-
sent  hall.  Mrs Mac, also Keymer Crescent 
was the Secretary. 
Mr Stafford’ s charitable giving is another sad 
story that can be told. 
Who can remember our annual Village Fete in 
Adastra Park when the marine band from the 
Royal Yacht Britannia marched down from the 
Hassocks Hotel where they changed into full 
uniform and marched through Hassocks and 
played until they left for a concert in East-
bourne. 
 
 

HELP FOR TODAY 
 

The strong must make sure 
that they care for the week 

 
The rich must be certain to give enough  

to supply all the needs off the poor 
 

The poor must thank God  
for supplying their needs 

 
We all need each other  
the great need the small  
the small need the great 

©Anisah 



QD STATIONERY 
 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

 Tel: 01273 846978 www.qdstationery.co.uk 

  

LATEX BALLOONSLATEX BALLOONS   
Latex balloons generally 

 only last for up to 12 hours  
 

Bunches of 3Bunches of 3   
 from £6.50 from £6.50  

  

Bunches of 5 Bunches of 5   
from £9.50  from £9.50     

Also Party Invites, Banners, Confetti, Place Cards, Party Poppers etc. 

HELIUM BALLOONSHELIUM BALLOONS

Foils Balloons Foils Balloons   
from £4.50 from £4.50 eacheach  

or or   
a bunch of 3 from £12.00a bunch of 3 from £12.00  

  

Large Numbers Large Numbers   
from £8.50 from £8.50 eacheach   



 

All Bricklaying Work Undertaken 
Ditchling Based 

Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions 
No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes 

 Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft 
call John on 07930 907686 

P.R. ROOFING LTD 
(Established 1989)         

 

01273 843576 or 07710 947646  

 • GRP Fibre Glass Roofs 
 • Flat Roofs 
 • EPDM Rubber Roofs 
 • Chimney Repairs & Pointing 
 • Tiling, Slating 
 • Moss Removal 
 • uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering 

A HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL AT 
THE ACORNS NURSERY AND FOREST 
SCHOOL.  If you would like a new amazing 
challenge please get in touch as we are recruit-
ing! 
We are passionate about early years. We have 
two settings: one in Lindfield and the other in 
Westmeston near Ditchling. Last year, we were 
rated in the top 20 small nursery groups in the 
UK.  Our age range is 2-8 years and as well as 
a traditional nursery school, we offer ‘Stay and 
Play’ sessions for parents and toddlers, de-
ferred entry to school and Forest School ses-
sions for home-educated children. 
Westmeston encompasses Forest School ad-
ventures, bike rides, tree climbing and den 
building. We explore the natural world around 
us, go on wonderful walks and play in the 
woods. We learn to recognise trees, leaves, 
bugs, insects, birds and wild flowers and to re-

spect nature. 
In Lindfield, the children share my home and 
love the very child-friendly garden in which to 
learn and play. A teacher by profession, my 
team and I work closely with parents to create 
a programme which will bring out the best in 
their children. Both settings offer an academic 
skill base and an optional reading scheme. We 
attract many bilingual children and love to in-
clude other languages and cultures in our day. 
Please come and see us in action! 
www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com 
Tel: 01444 455081 or email 
janetirwin@janetirwin.com.     

 Janet Irwin 
 
TREFOIL GUILD Our last meeting was at 
Fun Pots in Haywards Heath where we all 
painted novelties for our Christmas trees. 
The December meeting was our Christmas 
meal at Jack and Jill Inn.  
On 19th January the Hurst Haven For Hedge-
hogs will be visiting us at the Guide Hall, Sem-
ley Road at 7.45 pm for 8 pm.  Visitors 
welcome. Call 07546 495433.    

Pam 
 

For advertising rates visit 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk



A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING 

All plumbing and gas work undertaken 
Boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling). 

New heating systems to dripping taps 
Friendly, Local & Fully Insured • No job too small 

07967 440 805 
alex@pyecombeplumber.com 620788

 Hollingum Electrical ltd   

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE  

Telephone Josh  
on 07818 017917 

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

DMF FENCING
All Garden Fencing 

Concrete Bases • Sheds  
 Decking • Ground Clearance 

 
07493 161297 • 01273 640402 

denefunnell2018@gmail.com

NEWS FROM DOWNLANDS We are busy 
getting ready to welcome our students back 
from the Christmas holidays.  Although we 
were very disappointed at the end of last term 
to have to postpone our fundraising Christmas 
Market and also the annual dance show, we are 
hoping to reschedule these for later this term. 
In other news, casting is complete and re-
hearsals are underway for our latest school 
production, Wendy & Peter, which is due to be 
performed later in the Spring term. The stu-
dents and teachers are all working very hard to 
ensure this is fantastic production and we can’t 
wait to see their progress over the next few 
weeks. 
In fundraising, we raised over £1400 last term 
for Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice 
through our “Daisy’s Crazy Trainer Day” and 
our Christmas Tree Forest which was so well 
supported by our local community.  We also 
made a delivery to the Burgess Hill Christmas 
Hamper Project and we are delighted with the 

support that our school community has shown 
to families in our local area. 
Of course, we’re continuing to deal with an 
ever changing COVID-19 situation and work-
ing hard to keep our students and staff as safe 
as we can by following all the updated local 
and government guidelines. 
Wishing everybody a happy and prosperous 
2022.                                        

 Laura Bryant 
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY THANK 
YOU to Daniel who has been delivering your 
Village Voice magazines in Chestnut Grove, 
Hurst Gardens, Kemps and The Pines, Hurst-
pierpoint for the past year. 
Thank you for all your help.                                          

Editors 
 
CAN YOU HELP?  We are looking for vol-
unteers to deliver your free magazine Village 
Voice which has been delivered to you for the 
past 24 years in the Hurstpierpoint and sur-
rounding areas.  Do you think you have any 
spare time to deliver to your road/area then 
please give us a call on 01273 846978 or email 
info@villagemagazines.co.uk 



DAVE NEWLYN 
PAINTER, DECORATOR  

& TILER    
Friendly Service  

Over 30 years experience      
 Tel 01273 846648 
                          or 07796 545663 

City & Guilds                       Free Estimates

Opening Hours 
 

Monday -  Saturday  
9.00am - 5.30pm 

 
Contact us on 
01273 843946  

Email: reception@hassockseyecare.co.uk 
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk 17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD 

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES 
Handyman available for :  

 
Electrical & Small Building Repairs 

Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,  
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected 

 
35 years experience • Covid precautions taken 

 
To discuss problems & make an appointment 

Call 01273 831237 
or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

FAIRY SHRIMP: JUST ADD WATER I’m 
still disappointed. As a kid, I read American 
Spiderman comics, but I was always capti-
vated by the inside back cover. There, an ad-
vert for ‘sea-monkeys’ showed a family of 
bizarre, grinning humanoid creatures which 
would become your pets and “bring smiles, 
laughter and fun into your home” if you sent 
away a fistful of dollars to somewhere called 
‘New Jersey’. Living in Olde England, the 
offer didn’t apply, and my childhood therefore 
remained devoid of “smiles, laughter and 
fun.” I realise now that an even greater disap-
pointment awaited if I had actually ordered 
these creatures. In reality, sea-monkeys were 
simply brine shrimps: tiny crustaceans, not in-
credible aquatic simians.  
Just like sea-monkeys, Britain’s Fairy Shrimp 
are also crustaceans from the order Anostraca. 
They have transparent bodies, antennae, 
blobby black eyes on stalks and twenty-two 
leaf-like legs which propel them, upside 

down, through water. They’re positively pre-
historic-looking and haven’t bothered to 
evolve much since the Triassic period 200 mil-
lion years ago. It’s amazing they have sur-
vived so long. Unlike other crustaceans, such 
as crabs and woodlice, Fairy Shrimp do not 
have hard exoskeletons. This armour-free ex-
istence leaves them vulnerable and they can 
only survive where nothing will eat them. But 
where on earth can you find such a habitat on 
our hostile planet? Safe, predator-free homes 
don’t just fall out of the sky.  
As rain falls, it transforms the ruts, ditches and 
depressions of our world into puddles and 
these puddles are a freshwater fresh start for 
life. The Fairy Shrimp are the first settlers in 
this safe new world. But how do they get 
there? The spooky truth is they have always 
been there. Like Spiderman, the Fairy Shrimp 
have their own superpowers. Their eggs can 
lie desiccated and dormant in the soil for 
years, even decades. They are resurrected by 



JB Fencing 
All types oF Fencing & gAtes  

     Free quotations and advice 
     All work guaranteed 
     Sheds and Bases 
     No job too small 
     Over 40 years experience  

Hassocks 01273 843539 
Mobile 07713 132489

...we come to you 
• New Computers 
• Laptop Setup 
• Wireless Setup 
• Printer Setup 
• Servicing & Clean up 

07771 588 577 
rob@rhaskins.co.uk 

•Computer Repairs          
•Hardware Upgrades 

•Software Issues 
•Data Recovery 

•Virus & Malware  
Removal  

•Networking

PC Problems? The Home & Garden Guy 
Your Local Handyman 

 

From Major Renovations & Improvements  
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between 

Both Inside & Out Your Home 
 

Call Ivan today for a free quote 
Mobile:  07814 598539 

Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk   Web: www.thagg.co.uk 
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

water; the Pot Noodles of the animal world. 
There are legends of 100-year-old Anostraca 
eggs taken from museum shelves, wetted and 
awakened. One tale even tells of eggs carbon-
dated at 10,000 years old being resurrected.  
 It’s a long, dry wait down there in the earth 
but, when rain arrives, the pool party starts. 
Newly formed puddles teem with Fairy 
Shrimp, but puddles are only temporary ac-
commodation. To adapt, Fairy Shrimp have a 
fast life cycle; a race to produce more eggs be-
fore their home dries and disappears. Unsur-
prisingly, Fairy Shrimp are incredibly rare and 
hard to find and you’re more likely to en-
counter some actual fairies. But if you’re out 
hiking on the South Downs looking to make a 
new start in 2022, keep checking those pud-
dles. You may find some other animals trying 
to make a new start too. 

 Michael Blencowe - Sussex Wildlife Trust 
 

BRIGHTON CONSORT – BACK TO BA-
SICS (“remembering why we do what we 
do”). In their first full public concerts since 
March 2020, Brighton Consort confidently 
begin again with music by Josquin des Pres, 
Lassus, William Byrd, Thomas Tallis, Palest-
rina, and Victoria. They will be joined by the 
Ashdown Consort of Viols to celebrate the 
roots and variety of truly great choral and in-
strumental music. There will be two perfor-
mances: Saturday 29th January at 6 pm in St 
George’s Church, Kemptown, Brighton BN2 
1ED and Saturday 5th February at 4 pm in 
Holy Trinity Church, Hurstpierpoint BN6 
9TS. Tickets can be purchased online via the 
Brighton Consort website (go to the “Next 
Concerts” page), or by ringing 01273 833746, 
or on the door. Please also see more details 
about Brighton Consort on their Facebook 
pages (https://www.facebook.com/brighton-
consor).                                      Mike Clemens 



All Fencing Work  
Undertaken  

Decking & Gates 

All Fencing Work Undertaken  
Decking & Gates 

Free Quotation • Reliable Service 
 

Where reputation matters 
Call Chris 

Tel: 01273 845616 
Mobile: 07717 574026 

C.B.C. Fencing
 

Mid Sussex Flooring 
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate  
We are a family run mobile flooring retailer 

 with over 20 years experience.  
Offering a range of all types of flooring 

 brought to you at your own home or business.  
For a Free Quote or Advice Call 
01273 844739 or 07970 636160  

www.midsussexflooring.co.uk  
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk 

STATION GARAGE  Hassocks  01273 844256 

Proud sponsors of  ADASTRA  BOWLING  CLUB 
A local business supporting the local community

U3A UPIECES ON JONATHAN CANN 
Jonathan Cann is a man of many parts, ‘many  
parts’ because he is an ‘extra’ and it was sto-
ries from his work in films, TV shows and ad-
verts that he shared at the local meeting of the 
u3a.  
In an always entertaining talk Jonathan ex-
plained that it’s not a glamorous life. He can 
wait ten hours for a ten second shot of him 
looking in a shop window. His roles range 
from vicar to drag queen magician, from mur-
der suspect to High Court judge. There have 
been parts in films like ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ 
but he’s unlikely to be recognised. The role of 
the extra is to ‘provide the atmosphere by 
being in the background.’    
What combines Punch and Judy shows and 
balloon modelling with waiting hours in the 
rain, dressed only in pyjamas? That’s the life 
of Jonathan Cann, children’s entertainer, and 
jobbing actor/extra and it was stories from the 
latter with which he captivated members of 
the local u3a.  
His is a diverse life, at times meeting the stars 
but mostly standing on the sidelines and then 
enduring 52 takes of the same ten second 
scene.  The compensations lies in the sheer va-
riety of role, from ‘unhinged gambler’ to a 

programme raising awareness of Men’s  Men-
tal Health. And his enjoyment of the work was 
infectious.           

 Jeremy Weinstein 
 
THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING, 
STREAT & WESTMESTON Happy New 
Year from everyone in the Beacon Parish. At 
the time of writing (end November), we were 
still looking forward to our Christmas ser-
vices. We hope that by the time you read this, 
all will have been held safely and successfully 
and enjoyed by everyone. 
Our pattern of weekly services from January 
onwards has not been finalised, so for up to 
the date information, please visit our website 
at https://www.beaconparish.co.uk/ 

  Sherrian Guest 
 
 

Deadline for the 
February issue is 
4th January 2022



Faulty Door or Windows Locks? 
Broken or Lost Keys? 

Locked Out?

• Commercial & Domestic 
• Free Security Surveys 
• Independent 

• Master Key Systems 
• Locks Supplied & Fitted 
• UPVC Door Specialist 

• DBS Checked  • 20 Years Experience • Fully Insured

Tel : 01273 068 086 • Mobile : 07538 521 210 
   Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk  
   www.snsecurity.co.uk
AGE CONCERN  Dale Avenue, Hassocks. 
Main office 01273 844461 www.achas-
socks.co.uk. 
Happy New Year!  We must again say thank 
you to South Downs Nurseries for the dona-
tion of a beautiful Christmas Tree which 
brought a lot of joy to our members.  It was 
the first time we have had a real tree and we 
have to say it was very pretty, especially after 
our volunteers decorated it.   
We would like to get our bus running every 
day in the New Year, so do please let us know 
if you would like to be picked up to come to 
our Centre and have lunch. We can collect you 
between 10 am and 11 am, and will take you 
home between 1.30 pm and 2.30 pm. 
 Lunches - We serve lunches weekdays in our 
dining room - Brunch served on a Monday be-
tween 10am and 1pm as well as sandwiches, 
paninis, soups and cakes available.   
Have you tried our delicious Roast Dinners, 
Roast Lamb, Beef, Pork, Chicken and Gam-
mon offered on alternative days.  We seem to 
be getting a very good reputation for our 
Roasts.  Please do call us on 01273 844461 to 
book a place., do let us know by 10 am on the 

day at the latest.  Our Menu is always on our 
website.  If you need help with transport to 
come for lunch,  we may be able to collect you 
in our minibus, do enquire in the office. We 
are aiming to get our bus on the road every 
day so if there is a particular day in mind, 
please do let us know. Our Coffee Shop is 
open from 9 am to 3 pm serving refreshments. 
Have you seen our Charity Shop,  do come 
and have a look. Our shop and coffee shop are 
also open on Saturday mornings.    
Activities – Art Group Thursday mornings, 
Canasta Thursday afternoon, Chiropody here 
Monday to Thursday.  
– why not pop in for coffee before or stay for 
lunch after. 
Can you help us? Volunteering opportunities 
to help drive our bus - We are looking for 
drivers and escorts to expand our daily pick-
up runs, please do call the office for more in-
formation, or come in and see us. We are also 
looking for a Saturday morning volunteer to 
help in our coffee shop, this can be once a 
month on a Rota system to take orders includ-
ing payments for refreshments.  Do call us or 
pop in and see us.            All at Age Concern 



PLASTERING 
L. BARNES 

CEILINGS  •  WALLS  •  FLOORS 
Free Estimates & Advice • Over 35 years locally 

Phone 01444 232845

 

PLUMBING AND HEATING 
Qualified, local professional 

IAN PARKIN 

01273 833793 or 07986 401670 

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing 
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.  

Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers. 
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.  

Blockages & drainage problems.  Free estimates, fair pricing. 
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured 

217843

JON BARKER 
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Fencing • Guttering • Brickwork • Patios 

Paths • Painting • House & Garden Clearance 
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting 

Assembly of Sheds & their Bases 
Lawn Mowing • Hedge Trimming  

Tree Felling • Planting etc 
No Job too BIG or too small 

Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured 
07815 663825

BURGESS HILL MODEL RAILWAY 
CLUB STEAMS INTO 2022 Following the 
difficult pandemic period in 2020/1 we are 
pleased to announce we are up and running 
and meeting again on a regular basis. 2020 
was particularly disappointing for the club as 
it was our 70th anniversary year of the club 
formation. We had planned a bumper exhibi-
tion at our usual venue but this had to be can-
celled along with the 2021 show. The outlook 
for 2022 exhibition is still uncertain.  
To help promote the club we are planning an 
open day at the Burgess Hill Theatre on 
14/15th January. It is hoped to attract interest 
from those of you new to the hobby. We will 
be showcasing a couple of our club layouts 
and have a secondhand stall selling model rail-
way items. If you have started modelling and 
are seeking help and advice, we shall be 
pleased to share our expertise with you. We 
plan to have a help station in operation to sort 
any gremlins you may have with your rolling 
stock. A promotional video and details will be 
available about the club’s activities and mem-
bership should you wish to join us.  
Venue: Burgess Hill Theatre 98 Church Walk 
Burgess Hill RH15 9AS.  
Opening times Friday 14th January 10.30 am 
to 5 pm Saturday 15th January 9 am to 4.30 

pm  
Admission is free. The club can be contacted 
via our website www.burgesshillmrcorg.uk 
or on facebook.                       

   Terry Horner 
 
HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP 
meet at Guide HQ, Trinity Road, Hurstpier-
point at 2 pm on the first Wednesday of each 
month. 
5th January - A talk on Oldland Mill with 
Colin Woodford 
2nd February - Hurst Life Magazine with 
Editor David Gingell 
Apologies to those who came along in Decem-
ber expecting the Weald Ukulele Players and 
Singers. Due to Covid they have been unable 
to practice so are not attending any functions.  
Many, many thanks to Anthea Leaney who 
came along, at short notice, to talk to us about 
The Messels’ of Nymans – the family and the 
House. Much appreciated. 
For more information, please contact me on 
01273 649023 or Dianne on 01273 835284. 

Ann Tranter 
 

www.villagemagazines.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL CARTRIDGE 
RECYCLING CENTRE 

QD STATIONERY  
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 

 01273 846978  



THE HASSOCKS HOTEL 
Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113 

Email chris@thehassocks.co.uk                                  www.thehassocks.co.uk

 FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE 
 

Self Contained with Bar *• Fridays are Free for Charity Events * 
 

Fully Air Conditioned • PA System or DJ Available 
 

Seating for up to 90 people  
3 Course Meals or Hot & Cold Buffets available 

 
Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries,  

Lunches, Dinners, Meetings and More 
                                                              

Call Chris or Lisa on 01273 842113 for details. 
*Terms and conditions apply 



R NYE 
CONSTRUCTION LTD 
   01273 841796 
   07968 475125 

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk • www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk

Plastering   
Rendering  

Bricklaying   
Building Work  

 Property Maintenance 

 
 

www.loveyourcomputer.co.uk 
01444 253702 / 07765 132270

Computer, Tablet & Smartphone Help 
Patricia Rykiel – See New Website

Simon Weller  - 07525 857679  
                           01273 468759 

hassockspaving@hotmail.com 
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

Monday -  Saturday. 7.30am - 4.00 pm*  excluding Bank Holidays

A. Twine Butcher 
 

27 Keymer Road , Hassocks   01273 842296

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

FAMILY BULK BUYS - ALL BAGGED & READY FOR YOUR FREEZER 
5lb Extra Lean Mince Beef £15.49 • 5lb Chicken Breast Fillets £14.99   

5lb Back Bacon £13.99 (smoked/unsmoked ) • 1.5kg Boneless Pork Steaks £9.99  
5lb Chicken Thighs £10.99 • 5lb Best Braising Steak £20.99 

reMEmber (THE CHRONIC FATIGUE 
SYNDROME SOCIETY)  Unfortunately, 
because of the Covid restrictions, we are un-
able to resume our meetings and fund-raising 
events for the time being. 
However, our Newsletter is now online and 
can be accessed on our website – www.re-
membercfs.org.uk. Our Winter edition con-
tains news about reMEmber and what’s going 
on in the world of CFS/ME including the new 
NICE Guideline. Also, on our website you can 
access videos of presentations by top doctors 
at our Zoom conference in November 2020.  
We are trying to raise funds to set up an ex-
emplar service for people who have ME 
(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome). This could be a 
team consisting of a consultant physician, spe-
cialist nurses and rehabilitation staff. This 
would demonstrate to the NHS just what is 
needed throughout the UK. 
So, all donations to reMEmber, however 
small, will be very welcome. To find out how 

to donate, or for information about ME or the 
work of reMEmber, go to our website – 
www.remembercfs.org.uk, e-mail us at 
me_cfs@hotmail.com. Or telephone 01273 
831733.                                      

Janice Kent 
 
THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – 
DITCHLING & DISTRICT BRANCH  On 
behalf of our President, Mrs Virginia Lewis-
Jones, Vice President Mrs Juliet Smith JP, DL, 
Chairman Mr Tom Jones and the Branch 
Committee, we would like to thank all the 
Shops and Businesses, St Margaret’s School 
and to everyone who has supported and do-
nated to the 2021 Poppy Appeal.  This year 
our total has reached £4,500 for which we are 
so very grateful.  
Please accept a very heartfelt thank you to all 
who have given so generously. We wish you 
all a very Happy and safe 2022.   

Margaret Bovill, Poppy Appeal Organiser. 



• Removals 
• Storage 
• House Clearances 
• Fully Insured 
• Packaging 
• + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053 
m: 07780 864 817 
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

John Broomfield 
REMOVALS Ltd

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Extra PointsFreeview 
Freesat

Bird  
Spikes

Digital TV Aerials 
DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755 
Mobile 07774 838999

DAVE  CARR

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery • Project Management 

Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted 
Extensions & Refurbishments 

General Maintenance
Fully Insured  

01825 714526   Mob:07908 517772 
Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com

LTD

WELL DONE HASSOCKS! WE RAISED £350 FOR ST PETER AND ST JAMES HOS-
PICE AT LIGHT UP HASSOCKS.  Thank you to all that came to visit us at Light Up Has-
socks.  We (QD Stationery) decided to move outside the for the night.  We had mulled wine on 
offer as well as Face Painting by Tara from The Garden Spa – Eco Salon in Hurstpierpoint.  
Tara offers her face painting services free every year plus she is an excellent beautician – please 
try her out.  All the proceeds went to the wonderful St Peter and St James Hopice.  Thank you 
again.                                                                                                                  Jo and the team 



 John Evans 

 Plastering Specialist 
 All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering 

 Free quotes •Fully Insured 
  johnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk

01273 846279 
07712 898394 

THERE AND BACK 
 

So many times have I passed this way; 
A winding time worn, potholed track. 

A crumbling strip of tarmac grey, 
Where many have hurried, there and back. 

 
Cold winter’s rain must soon arrive, 

When flooded fields breach o’er the road. 
And fattening sheep do then contrive, 

To seek their higher drier abode. 
 

When spring doth come in greeny flush, 
The flock soon moved away. 

Then man reclaims, harvest wheat so lush, 
Where their animals once held sway. 

 
The corn fields dressed in yellow hue; 
On gentle rise the grey spired church. 

The South Downs hazed in mystic blue; 
What better place for man to search? 

 
The path patrolled by wooded flanks, 

Tall trees of cone and pine, 
Peer through the stouter deciduous ranks, 

Many draped with the twisted vine. 
 

Where silently creeps the autumn fog, 
Cross soggy paths and woodland space. 

Grey squirrels alerted by man with his dog; 
Having there grounded, ascend at full pace. 

 
There’s a magic in the woodlands, 

For those who choose to stay. 
In the chatter of the magpie, 
The screeching hidden jay. 

Above the buzzard wheeling  
in airy feathered flight; 

What force could o’er replace God’s gifts, 
Which render such delight? 

 
But sadness now gathers  
with changing moods, 

Summer visitors in decline. 
What cuckoo now doth ring the woods, 

Or sweet nightingale the pine? 
 

All feathered friends still residing here, 
Pour out their songs in praise; 

And grounded creatures we revere, 
From past to present days. 

 
With closing year, four seasons past; 

Possessed with beauty free. 
Where natures scenes consent to play, 

How fortune now doth favour me, 
When choosing to pass this way. 

© William Tingley 



PLUMBER 
For all your plumbing needs  

 No Job too small • Over 20 years experience 
Matt Sharp 07709 460940

The Foot Nurse 

IS NOW MOBILE 
If you would like Marie to visit you 

Please call 07565 187009 
Total Footcare Appointments £28.00 

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY  We meet on 
the last Friday of each month in the Guide Hall 
next to Trinity Road car park. The speaker for 
our last meeting, Mak Norman, was unable to 
attend because of illness, but at very short no-
tice Dr David Rudling of Ditchling was able 
to come and speak to us about the Romans in 
Sussex. 
Our first meeting of 2022 is called “Sussex 
Shepherds” and will be presented by Ian Ever-
est on 28th January. Admission to all our 
meetings is free for members, there will be a 
small charge for non-members or members of 
other Historical Societies.  
We have re-arranged Mak Norman’s presenta-

tion on the Anglo-Saxons for  Friday 25th 
February starting at 8 pm. Mak (or “Osgar” 
to use his Ango-Saxon name). Osgar will be 
bringing some artifacts from Anglo-Saxon 
Times and will attempt to teach us some of the 
Old English language! 
Contact me - telephone 01273 832280, e-mail 
w.kent123@btinternet.com for further infor-
mation about our very friendly society. New 
members are always welcome.   

Bill Kent (Chairman)  
 
We thank Jan A-H for this Hassocks memory:- 
In the 60s, on the corner of Downsview Road, 
there was an elegant Victorian post office. It 
had a magnificent mahogany counter and brass 
grilles. On the door was a copper and enamel 
sign saying, “dogs not admitted”. 
One day I dutifully tied up my whippet, posted 
my parcel I went home, only to realise that I 
had forgotten the dog. Thereafter, I always 
sneaked the dog in and, happily, no one com-
plained! 
When the post office was being demolished, I 
managed to acquire the sign for 50p and even-
tually gave it to a friend associated with the 
Bluebell Railway, where it was placed on one 
of the restaurant doors. Hopefully it’s still 
there.   



JOHN RUSSELL JOHN RUSSELL   
Car Body Work • MOT Welding  

 Valeting • Competitive Prices 
07971 276126 

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling 

MATHS TUITION  
Mr Chris Waite BSc (Hons) QTS  • Qualified Maths Teacher 

Key Stage 3    •    GCSE   •   IBACC    •   AS Level 
Further Maths GCSE/A Level • Home Schooling Specialist 

 07752 186678    Hassocks Based

HURSTPIERPOINT GYMNASTICS 
AWARDS  Despite all the Covid changes to 
our working – ventilation, gelling, cleaning, 
one-way system etc, -last term was one of our 
busiest ever.  Gymnasts wasted no time in 
catching up on their lockdown stand-still and 
passed no fewer than  a hundred and eighty six 
British Gymnastics Awards. The recipients 
started with Reception Infants right through to 
Secondary Year 11. 
This Spring term – conditions permitting – 
will see the return of our Arts Competition, 
featuring Ribbon Solos, Beam or Hoop Pairs 
and Sports Acrobatic sixes. 
There may be a few places left to join the Club 
for the Spring term, with vacancies particu-
larly in our Pre-school girls classes on Friday 
afternoons. For the up-to-date position, please 
contact us through our website  
www.hurstpierpointgym.co.uk.   

Andrew Hair 
 
HASSOCKS HORTICULTURAL SOCI-
ETY CENTENARY 2022  The Society was 
formed in 1922, so we will be celebrating our 
100th birthday during the forthcoming year.  
We have much to look forward to. 
However, when we held our AGM in Novem-
ber it became clear that we need to attract new 
members because our costs of hiring Adastra 
Hall and speakers are increasing, whilst our 
membership is decreasing.  New members and 
visitors are always welcome to our meetings 
which are held on the 2nd Wednesday in the 
month.  Do not let the word ‘horticultural’ in 
our name put you off – we are just (mainly) 

Hassocks residents who love gardens and gar-
dening.  Like all good gardens, we must grow 
– or we will die in 2023. 
Following our November AGM, we enjoyed 
an interesting talk about the work of Medecins 
Sans Frontiers and in December we gathered 
for our Christmas Social with quizzes, a table 
decoration competition, film show and fish & 
chip supper.  We have a varied programme of 
speakers, a members’ flower show, social and 
a coach outing to Wisley to look forward to 
next year. 
Our next meeting will be held in Adastra Hall 
on Wednesday 12th January at 8 pm when 
Sarah Oldridge will be giving an illustrated 
talk entitled ‘History & Work of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew’.  Sarah worked at 
Kew for over 20 years and knows many of its 
secrets!  All welcome. 
For further information please contact our 
Chairman, Derek Swaine 
jeannederek42@btinternet.com or phone 
01273 842516.                           Pat Ticehurst 
 
DID YOU KNOW ?? 

You can now read the  
Village Voice  

& Hassocks Talk About 
(inc Ditchling Dialogue) online? 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk



CAN YOU HELP? 
We are looking for  

volunteers to deliver the  
VILLAGE VOICE 

once a month in Hurstpierpoint 
& surrounding areas (BN6 9) 

Specifically in the following areas 
The Grange, Orchard Way, Holy Trinity Church to Policemans Lane, 

Willow Way, Willow Close, Willow Gardens, Blackthorns, Talbot Mead, 
Hurstbeech Close, Mildred Durrant Way, Maude Singer Way,  

Harriet Gurney Lane, Gertrude Campion Close, Winifred Ratcliffe Place,  
Foster Row, Chestnut Grove, Hurst Gardens, Kemps, The Pines, Idenhurst & 
Closes etc, Trinty Road, The Glebe, High Street, South Avenue, South Lane,  

Hassocks Road, Tott Hill, St Georges Court, St Georges Place,  
St Georges Lane, Halton Shaws, Aberton Fields 

 If you think you can help 
give us a call on  

01273 846978 
or email 

info@villagemagazines.co.uk



STATION GARAGE 
*  FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY  * 
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED * 
*  BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT 

Free Brake Fluid Condition Check 
*  WELDING  *  BODYWORK  * 

*  FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS  * 
*  M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels)  * 

Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings 
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS 

Tel:  01273-844256 & 845225

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY 
HCPC REGISTERED 
           Joanna Turns 
           Nicola White 
          Joanne Cruse 

                                                 BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg. 

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks 
Tel:  (01273) 843780

The Old Flower Field 
Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges 
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

Visit our website: www.theoldflowerfield.co.uk.  
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or  
telephone 01273 835696 for details. 

Available for 
stays between  
3 and 28 days

DITCHLING FILM SOCIETY  We do 
hope you have enjoyed our last three films and 
would like to take this opportunity of thanking 
you for supporting us during what has been a 
very difficult period. 
For your information, we have not planned to 
show a film in January 2022 however, we are 
in the process of putting together a short pro-
gramme of interesting and varied films for 
next year which we will of course publicise 
nearer the time. 
As some of you may have seen, we are cur-
rently advertising for a projectionist (a post 
which is currently unfilled) so if anyone has 
this skill and is keen to put themselves for-
ward, we should be delighted to hear from 
them and for them to contact Jane Skelton at 

janeyskelton@googlemail.com. 
We do hope you have all been able to have an 
enjoyable Christmas and we should like to 
wish everyone a very Happy New Year. 

Rowena Cager and Melanie Samuel 
 
STAR CINEMA  2022 starts off on 14th 
January  with the popular musical 42nd 
Street - it tells the story of a small-town girl 
from Middle America trying to make it on 
Broadway and has won several awards. Doors 
open at Adastra Hall at 7 pm and the film 
starts at 7.30 pm. Wine/tea/coffee and raffle. 
Tickets on the door concessions available 
(cash only please).  The Star team look for-
ward to welcoming you.        

 Liz Edmunds 



HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES 
specialists in treework & hedge cutting 

 

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING 
FOR 20 YEARS 

 

Regular maintenance or one off cuts  
 All tree, hedge & shrub care  

 Planting  Turfing • Fully Insured  
 NPTC Qualified 

 

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER 
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate 

Small Jobs very much welcomed • Trade/Domestic  
I specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios, 

concreting and chimney repairs. 
Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288  

dphoare@hotmail.co.uk

 
 
 
 
 
MID-SUSSEX FESTIVE GIFTS DELIV-
ERED Young and old alike are preparing for 
the festive season. having had Christmas trees 
donated by a Mid-Sussex Garden Centre.  
Every December, South Downs Nurseries in 
Hassocks supports the local community by 
presenting some of its freshly harvested, 
British-gown trees. Among the first recipients 

this year were Farney Close School in Bolney 
and Age Concern’s centre in Hassocks.  
It is always lovely to see the smiles as we hand 
over the trees.  We know how excited the re-
cipients are and how much they look forward 
to decorating their trees ready for Christmas.              

Rebecca Houghton-Knapp 

Donation to Farney Close School Bolney – 
Sue Horscroft (Fundraising Co-Ordinator) 
Tates’ delivery driver Richard Knowler in 
Middle, Sara Hack (Principal) on right

Donation to Age Concern Hassocks – 
 Kirsty Hunnisett (left), Tates’ delivery 

driver Richard Knowler on right 
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THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL 
has had a very busy half term. We were visited 
by Ofsted on the first Tuesday and Wednesday 
after the November half term break. Although 
we knew that we were in the ‘Ofsted’ window 
and were expecting a visit, we were not ex-
pecting the phone call so early in the half term. 
The process was rigorous but fair and the 
school team were amazing at being able to ar-
ticulate and provide evidence of the strengths 
of the school and the priorities that we had 
been working on since the last inspection.  
We are delighted with the report that articu-
lates strongly what a good school The Wind-
mills Junior School is. This acknowledges the 
quality of teaching and learning that the chil-
dren receive at our school. The inspectors saw 
a carefully constructed curriculum that en-
sures all children experience a rich and broad 
curriculum that inspires them to be great 
learners. They were incredibly impressed with 
the children and how much pride they took in 
their learning and how motivated they were.  
“Pupils behave well in lessons and around 
school. They understand what is expected of 
them. They are polite and respectful. This 
means that the school is a friendly and well-
ordered environment in which pupils thrive.”  
“Pupils enjoy their learning. They are inspired 
by the interesting work their teachers set for 
them. They are keen to answer questions and 
share their experiences and opinions. Pupils 
listen carefully to their teachers and follow in-
structions. This helps lessons to flow smoothly 
and supports both learning and enjoyment.” 

(Ofsted Nov 21) 
The report also acknowledges just how ambi-
tious the school is for its pupils: “Expectations 
are high. Pupils respond well and are keen to 
do their best. They present their work care-
fully and work hard. Pupils relish the chal-
lenges that their teachers set them.” 
We were also very pleased that the inspectors 
could see evidence of us achieving our vision 
of ensuring children become global citizens 
and appreciate and value the wider world. 
“Leaders have placed global citizenship and 
the school’s values at the centre of their cur-
riculum. This is effective in helping pupils to 
learn about themselves and the wider world.” 
We are very pleased that the Ofsted team saw 
the quality of education at The Windmills and 
we are proud of all who are part of the team 
effort in ensuring that children have a positive 
learning experience in their time with us.  
In addition to Ofsted, the children have also 
had the opportunity to take part in: a Diwali 
dance workshop; think about bullying and 
how we ensure that doesn’t happen in our 
school; year 6 have had ‘bikeability’ training 
which has taught them how to be safe on their 
bikes on the road and year 5 performed a num-
ber of Christmas songs at Light up Hassocks. 
A very busy half term indeed!         

Ruth Jayal 
 

Deadline for the February 2022 

issue is 4th January 2022

Also Suitable for:  
Retirement Home Clothing,  
Hospital Stays, Uniforms,  
Workwear, Sportswear.

Available to order from: QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks 01273 846978  

Iron On or Sew On  
NAME TAPES 

For your childrens’ school clothes 



General Garden Maintenance • Tree Surgery  

Hard & Soft Landscaping  • Ornamental Plant Care 

Power Washing of Patios & Driveways  

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister BSc MPhil 

01273 447400 
07775 610186 www.briansgardens.co.uk

Landscapes & Maintenance

FULLY INSURED •RELIABLE  
CONSIDERATE • TIDY • FREE QUOTES 

Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,  
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work 

Local builder with over 30 years experience 
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms 

0771 362 3949 
www.sbdevs.co.uk  • stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

DITCHLING PLAYERS Following the suc-
cess of Private Lives in November, the Ditch-
ling Players are pleased to announce that their 
next production will be a collaboration with 
Mid Sussex Theatre Productions (MSTP) - 
formerly Haywards Heath Operatic Society. 
Written by the American playwright Rob 
Urbinati, ‘Death By Design’ is a hilarious 
comedy “mash up” of the intricate plots of 
Agatha Christie and the perfect wit of Noël 
Coward. The play will be performed during 
the week of Monday 9th May at Ditchling 
Village Hall and launched on Monday 10th 
January at 8 pm, also at the Village Hall. So 
do come along to hear more about the play; 
details of the characters and the audition pro-
cess. Auditions will take place later the same 
week on Sunday 16th January from 2 pm, 
again at the Village Hall. 
If you’d like to audition, or have any further 
questions, please get in touch with the direc-
tors - Tracy Glover at info@mstp.co.uk or 
Debbie Dillon at 

chair@ditchlingplayers.org.uk. Full details 
of both the launch and audition events will 
also be on the Facebook pages for both MSTP 
and Ditchling Players, as well as the Players’ 
website: ditchlingplayers.org.uk. 
We look forward to seeing you on the 10th for 
this exciting venture.           

  David Tettersell 
 
HASSOCKS WI NEWS we meet at Adastra 
Hall at 7.45 pm on the third Monday in the 
month.  
In December we had Christmas fun, games 
and a big raffle, a theatre trip, brisk walks and 
Christmas nibbles in our various groups. 
Our meeting on Monday 10th January will 
be at 2 pm with a new afternoon craft club at 
Adastra Hall.  
On Monday 17th January we meet at 7.45 
pm at Adastra Hall ‘Bring, Swish, Buy’ - Wi 
Resolutions and raffle.  Come along, a warm 
a welcome awaits - try something new in 
2022.                                              Geraldine  
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QUICK RESPONSE 
NO CALLOUT CHARGE 

LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED 
24 HOUR CALLOUT 

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 
Call Lucy on 07780 840462 

Store this number on your phone, 
you never know when you will need it. 

 TOP TRADES PERSON 
OF THE YEAR

•L
ucy Locksmith•

BRIGHT FM’S 

Guttering • uPVC Fascias & Soffits • Chimneys 
Lead Work • Flat Roofing •Tiling & Slating • Re-Pointing 

NO JOB TO SMALL • FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE 
FULLY INSURED • QUALITY ASSURED 

01273 803960 • 07786 451194
bmroofing@live.co.uk

BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP 

Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals 
 

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
For essential foot health maintenance treatments 

 

Nail Cutting • Corns • Callus 
Diabetic Foot Care • Verrucae • Fungal Infections 

 

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement 
 

07400 395535

BURGESS HILL CHORAL SOCIETY is 
looking for new members. Are you an experi-
enced singer or someone who hasn’t sung for 
a while but would love to start again? Or per-
haps you want to explore a different type of 
music? Come and try us!  
We’re a friendly and vibrant choir of around 
70 singers who sing a range of classical choral 
music: the greats such as Messiah and more 
modern pieces like The Armed Man. We’re 
led by dynamic musical director Michael Ste-
fan Wood BEM, a leading light in the local 
musical scene. Mike makes rehearsals fun and 
his leadership, as well as the commitment of 
choir members, leads to high quality perfor-
mances. We give two concerts a year, sup-
ported by a full orchestra and featuring young 
professional soloists who are at the beginning 
of their careers.  
We’re delighted to announce that in our spring 
season we will be singing the great Mozart 
Requiem, one of the most moving and power-
ful pieces of music ever written. We will also 
be singing choruses from another more re-

cently composed Requiem, that of Karl Jenk-
ins.     
You are most welcome to come and try a re-
hearsal before deciding whether to join. Re-
hearsals are held on Monday evenings from 
7.45 pm – 10 pm in Burgess Hill and begin on 
Monday 10th January. Covid-related mea-
sures are in place during rehearsals. For fur-
ther information and to contact us, visit our 
website at www.burgesshillchoral.org, look at 
our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/BHCS2 or phone 
07522 493966.                            Frances Eales 
 
TO THE GOOD SAMARITAN OF HAS-
SOCKS who came to a broken-down car on 
Keymer Road on Tuesday evening, 30th 
November.  The driver, a pensioner, was 
treated to a hot coffee and biscuits whilst he 
waited for the breakdown service to arrive. 
 The stricken driver got home just before 1 am 
 after a 6-hour wait on the kerbside.  I would 
like to thank the Good Samaritan for the hot 
drink and to a friendly taxi driver and his fare, 
who took me home.                                  Joe 



01273 843300 
07788 713954 

Fully Insured

DRIVEWAYS 
PATIOS 

BLOCK PAVING 
LAWN MOWING 

DECKING 
BRICKWORK 

FENCING 
TURFING 
PONDS 

GROUND WORKS 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE

075
98

 83
64

51

Do you need help getting things done? 
 

Would you like to make  
more space in your day? 

 
The Joy of Administration 

offers individuals a 
Bespoke Business & Lifestyle Service 

 
Call Sarah-Jane on 07484 722416 
Email contact@thejoyofadmin.co.uk 

www.thejoyofadmin.co.uk 

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH as Novem-
ber goes out, Winter steps in. The larches are 
looking threadbare and the last oaks are dis-
robing in a flurry of leaves. First heavy frost 
has sent small creatures scurrying for cover. 
As happens every year, only hear scratchings 
in the eaves as field mice raid or add to their 
secret larders.  It is hard to blame them. I my-
self have been storing up chutneys and jellies 
and dried fruit for mincemeat and look on my 
labours with equal pride and satisfaction. 
Hearing the tawny owls hunting at dawn and 
dusk, one has to concede it as a wise mouse 
that finds out a dry loft for shelter. Other 
neighbours, however, can be too close for 
comfort. As I sat up in bed with my tea the 
other morning, [Michael having trundled forth 
already with his wheelbarrow to feed the ani-
mals) I was dismayed to find the bedroom 
suddenly a-buzz with Wasps. Being allergic to 
their stings, I am respectful of Wasps. I caught 
four in a jam jar and threw them out the back 
door. On my return, I found four more and re-
peated the performance. After the fifteenth I 

admitted defeat decamped downstairs. Did we 
have a nest in the attic? And how had they 
come through? I found a crack in the ceiling 
and plugged it with Polly filler called our local 
wasp man who promptly came and reassured 
us that the Wasps were ‘ workers’, probably 
from a nest in the wall cavity. They were tiny 
because only the smallest could wriggle 
through the gap I had plugged. He thought the 
problem was cured and the nest could be left 
with safety to its natural fate. Frost. 
 Hearing the national news today, I reluctantly 
acknowledge that we humans also face a 
chilly winter. My festive larder begins to look 
more like emergency rations than yuletide ex-
cess. Once again, the heart-warming celebra-
tions, which are a necessity at this time of the 
year, seem about to be cancelled. We have 
been here before. Remember the Puritans? No 
maypoles, no Christmas merriment and 
certainly none of those devilish mince pies!  I 
think, the sudden admiration of my Wasps of 
all God’s creatures they must be surely among 
the most hated, most feared and marked out 



POiNT APPLIANCE CARE 
Specialist in: 

HOTPOINT, CREDA  
& INDESIT 

MOST MAKES OF  
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES  

REPAIRED 

RICHARD WARNER 
01273 844411 or 07885 829455 

richardr2pac@aol.com

 
ELITE GARAGE DOORS  

  
 • NEW DOORS 
 • AUTOMATION 
 • REPAIRS 
 • GUARANTEED 

 
TELEPHONE 01273 844122

MAINTENANCE  | DESIGN  | CONSTRUCTION 

OLIVER EDWARDS 
07731 489045  

oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING  
24hour Call Out   *All domestic work undertaken 

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer  
*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation 

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing 
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed   

T: 01444 239898     M: 07796 263710 305205

for extirpation, and yet, somehow, against all 
odds, they find a chink in a wall - an inacces-
sible, secret place - and build themselves a 
city, a golden, humming community where 
they can harmlessly live out their days. Even 
though winter is coming, and frost may strike 
at any moment, their golden will to live and 
defend their right to life, has already dispersed 
in thousand young Queens to a thousand other 
places, in readiness for the spring. What an un-
likely source for inspiration! Yet such provi-
dence for the future is not confined to wasps 
and mice alone. The whole of nature has laid 
up vital stores and biding its time until the sun 
returns. The ingenuity of Mother Earth reveals 
itself in a spontaneous and irrepressible diver-
sity all films whose collective intelligence has 
sustained life here for countless millenia and 
cannot be constrained by Man’s reductive rea-
soning. Life is too busy living to heed those 
who would limit it to linear dimensions: 
graphs, models, equations, computations, pre-
dictions, anathemas. Even under its current 
bombardment of chemical and pseudo-biolog-

ical disruptors, beleaguered life asserts its 
power to astonish and entrance us. Spontane-
ity is the key - the right of each thing to make 
its own contribution and live by its own truth. 
Any censorship of this diversity robs the cos-
mos of intelligence beyond our own, and our 
meddling may prove our own demise for it 
may be that the very enemy we would eradi-
cate (a wasp!) Holds the secret to our own sur-
vival. Therefore, because I have faith in life, I 
believe there must be always be a chink in the 
wall, somewhere for the renegade joyousness 
and exuberant to flourish and burst forth once 
more. And herein is a lesson for the human 
heart too. For the mind of a man has a perfect 
maze of chinks and sanctuary corners where 
hope can hole up in a storm. In the spirit of 
which, I wish you a Happy New Year from all 
of us here at Stoneywish and may the delights 
of your Christmas chutneys and candles and 
winter walks and cheery greetings keep you 
as cosy as the hibernating seeds and animals 
which are tucked up quietly around us, dream-
ing of spring.                                  Rosemary 



Kitchen Carousel 
Hassocks, Hurst and Ditchling 

 

Please visit our new website: 
 

kitchencarousel.co.uk 
 

Refurbishments or Full Kitchen Projects 
 

Call Stephen Hamilton  
07565 722055 

COULD YOU JOIN 4SIGHT VISION SUP-
PORT’S 100-4-100 CAMPAIGN?  WEST 
SUSSEX CHARITY 4SIGHT VISION SUP-
PORT is marking its 100th anniversary year 
with two special ‘100’ related fundraising cam-
paigns. 
100 participants are invited to sign up for the 
‘100-4-100’ challenge with the aim of doing 100 
of something to each raise £100! By taking part 
you will be raising vital funds to provide spe-
cialist services for blind and sight impaired 
adults and children across the county, and at the 
same time having fun doing something you 
enjoy 100 times over! 
A number of participants have already signed 
up: Fundraising Manager Chloe Neilson-Hopkin 
is growing 100 plants to sell, while Julie Bran-
son, Fundraising Manager (maternity cover) will 
be walking 100 miles in 100 days. Two people 
have made a £100 donation each and one sup-
porter has even enjoyed 100 gin and tonics and 
made a donation! Perhaps you could bake 100 
cakes, read 100 books, swim 100 lengths, or 
play 100 rounds of golf – whatever it is you like 
doing! 
In addition, 4Sight Vision Support will be run-
ning a Centenary Prize Draw. Tickets will be 
available from mid-January from its offices in 
Bognor Regis and Shoreham, costing £1 a ticket, 
in books of x10. Prizes include a tour for two 
people of Hepworth Brewery in Pulborough; 
four tickets for Rock of Ages at The Hawth The-
atre, Crawley next May; a £30 voucher for the 
Giggling Squid Restaurant, Chichester; a Fire-
bird Brewery beer gift pack; a gift token for the 
Regis Centre, Bognor, and a stunning metallic 
table lamp worth £145 from Reynolds Furniture 
in Bognor. 

The closing date is Friday 4th March and win-
ners will be drawn on Monday 7th March. Full 
Ts & Cs can be found on the website. 
To discuss any ideas for the 100-4-100 campaign 
or to purchase prize draw tickets please call 
01243 838001 or email 
fundraising@4sight.org.uk.                 

Cathy 
 
CHRISTMAS POEM I am writing to apolo-
gise for my name giving the impression that the 
‘Christmas’ poem in the December issue was 
written by me. I have to put that right! 
It was, in fact, written by the late Bunty Higgin-
bottom who was a founder member of our con-
cert party Friends and Neighbours.  From our 
first show in June 1977 Bunty wrote a poem - or 
sometimes two - as part of the programme in 
each show. She was greatly missed after she died 
in 2005. 
Bunty was a very talented lady and was also 
very clever in dramatising a poem or song. One 
that immediately springs to mind is Benny Hill’s 
“Ernie, the fastest milkman in the west”.   That 
was so funny and gave us many laughs at re-
hearsals too.   Frank Oakley was Ernie and Janet 
Sharman a glamorous and flirty customer on his 
round.  The audience loved it.     
Some of the poems that Bunty wrote were about 
things that had personally happened to her such 
as when she was caught speeding down Keymer 
Road from Stonepound - another when losing 
her shoe beneath a train at Hassocks station.   
I’ll ask Jo if she will include one now and again 
to give us a giggle. 
Let’s hope for a Happy and Healthy New Year 
for us all.                                             

Dorrie 

QD STATIONERY   
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks  

01273 846978  
Binding, Laminating, Typing, Scanning, Faxing,  

Emailing, Cartridges, Cartridge Recycling,  
Helium Balloons, Party Poppers & Streamers. 

Toys, Craft Items, Activity Sets,  
Colouring Books, Puzzle Books, Paints, Party 

Bag Fillers and more.. 
COME AND HAVE A BROWSE 



AIR AMBULANCE CHARITY KENT 
SURREY SUSSEX. BOOK A KSS TALK:  
Do you belong to a group or club?  Would you 
like to learn about the life-saving care, being 
provided 24/7, 365 days a year by your local 
Air Ambulance? Are you interested in hearing 
real life stories about the people we have 
helped and finding out about how you can 
help support our work? 
You can book a talk with us - free of charge - 
and one of our amazing volunteer speakers 
will be happy to join you and your members 
in person or on video call* to help spread the 
word.  
During an interesting and inspiring presenta-
tion, you will get an insight into how we work, 
innovate and save lives. 
As a charity we would welcome an opportu-
nity to raise awareness of our work and to ex-
plain how your members can get involved in 
supporting us.  
If you would like to know more, we would 
love to hear from you. Get in touch now to 
book a talk at a time and place that suits you. 

Call 01634 471 900 or email 
talks@aakss.org.uk  
All in person talks will adhere to government 
guidelines.  
Please note that our presentation is only suit-
able for audience members over the age of 16.                

Katie Rose 
 
HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD  
Our 25th January meeting will be our 
A.G.M. followed by a  talk by Sheila South-
well “Treading the Boards” Sheila’s  years 
with the Birmingham & Midland Operatic So-
ciety.  There will also be a raffle and afternoon 
tea. Visitors are welcome to come along and 
give us a try, no charge for first visit.  We meet 
at Age Concern at 2.30 pm.   

Sheila Southwell  
 

DEADLINE DATE FOR  
FEBRUARY 2022 ISSUE 

IS 1st JANUARY 2022



Karen Butterfill  Mssch Mbcha 
CHIROPODY ‑ PODIATRY 

Home Visits • HPC reg. no. CH22014 
Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

IAN THOMPSON 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER 

Gas Safe Registered 
Tel. HASSOCKS 844865  Mobile: 07785 717464

Val Anderson 
Curtain Maker  

 

Curtains, Cushions, Roman Blinds 
Repairs, Remakes, Alterations  

  

FREE ESTIMATE & HOME VISIT 
 

Hassocks Resident 
01273 846732•07599 009440

VIRGINIA P.A. LEWIS‐JONES 
M.B.S.R.., B.C.M.A.Reg., B.R.C.P., I.T.E.C., B.PHYS. 

 
                    REFLEXOLOGY,  
                       HOLISTIC MASSAGE  
                          & AROMATHERAPY 
 

                              Telephone: (01273) 
                                    846938

BURGESS HILL CHORAL SOCIETY           
United Reformed Church Hall, Junction Road, 
Burgess Hill Every Monday 8 - 10 pm 
www.burgesshillchoralsociety.org.uk 
BURGESS HILL & DISTRICT PROBUS CLUB 
Mid Sussex Golf Club, Ditchling First Thursday   
of every month. 12 pm.  Lunch and talk.             
Fred Reynolds 01444 236661 
HASSOCKS DANCING FOR THE OVER 50S                                
Beverly Barrell 01273 401280                     
HASSOCKS PHILOSOPHICAL GROUP               
The Purple Carrot, Station Approach East           
Third Sundayof each month 2 - 4 pm.                       
HEARTS OF SUSSEX BRIDGE CLUB  
www.hsobcbridgeclub.co.uk Brian Drabble 01273 
844146 
HURST VILLAGE CINEMA      
Hurstpierpoint Players Theatre For films and 
showing times visit hurstfilms.com               
MID SUSSEX CIVIL SERVICE RETIREMENT 
FELLOWSHIP  King Centre, Victoria Rd, Burgess 

Hill Every Fourth Wednesday of the month 2 - 4 
pm.  www.csrf.org.uk 
SHORT MATT BOWLS 
Adastra Hall, Hassocks Tuesday 9.30 am - 12 pm 
& 1.30 pm - 4 pm.  All welcome, no booking        
required   
A SUSSEX CAPPELLA  The King’s Centre,      
33-35 Victoria Road, Burgess Hill RH15 9LR      
Monday Evening 7.15 pm.  
Mid Sussex’s ladies a cappella chorus 
THE ROTARY CLUB OF THE SUSSEX VALE            
Mid Sussex Golf Club, Spatham Lane, Ditchling 
Every Monday 7.30 - 9.30 pm.  www.rotary-sx-
vale.org.uk Secretary 07546 111996 
VIVACE!  Old Meeting House, Ditchling  Every 
Wednesday 7.30 - 9.30 pm. Mark Lambert 01273 
842994 
 
 Happy New Year

Clubs and Societies in your area



5th HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide HQ, 
Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint, 2 pm. ‘Oldland Mill’ 
Colin Woodford.  Guests welcome. 
10th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 2 pm.  
New afternoon Craft Club.  Guests welcome. 
10th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall,  
Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Plant Hunters’ Frances             
Farrer-Brown 
11th JAZZ LUNCH Hassocks Hotel, 12 pm, lunch   
included with booking call Jo 01444 235986. 
12th HASSOCKS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY  
Adastra Hall, Hassocks. 8 pm.  ‘History & Work of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens Kew’  Sarah Oldridge 
14th STAR CINEMA Adastra Hall, Hassocks,  7 pm.  
‘42nd Street’.  Cash only on the door. 
14/15th BURGESS HILL MODEL RAILWAY CLUB 
Burgess Hill Theatre, 98 Church Walk, Burgess Hill 
Fri 10.30 am - 5 pm, Sat 9 am to 4.30 pm, Open Day 
- Free Entry. 
17th HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7.45 
pm.  ‘Bring, Swish, Buy’, Resolutions and Raffle.  
Guests welcome. 

19th TREFOIL GUILD Guide Hall, Semley Road, Has-
socks 7.45 pm ‘Hurst Haven for Hedgehogs’ Visitors 
welcome. 
22nd HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET National Tyres 
Forecourt, 9 am - 1 pm, Local produce, bread, honey, 
cheese, wine, veg etc.  
22nd REPAIR CAFE Hassocks URC, 10 am - 12.30 
pm, bring items for repair book your slot www.hkd-
transition.org.uk 
24th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 7.45 pm. ‘Anne of Cleves, the lady behind the 
portrait’ Helen Poole. 
25th HASSOCKS TOWNSWOMEN GUILD Age Con-
cern Hassocks 2.30 pm.  AGM followed by ‘Treading 
the Boards’ - Sheila Southwell.  All welcome. 
28th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide HQ, Trinity Road, 
Hurstpierpoint, 8 pm  ‘Sussex Shepherds’ Ian Everest. 
Guests welcome. 
29th BRIGHTON CONSORT St George’s Church, 
Kemptown, Brighton 6 pm,  ‘Back to Basics’ tickets 
01273 833746. 

Family Run Business 

Fully Insured 

Free Quoteswwwsussexhandyman.co.uk

LADY PAINTER AND DECORATOR 
Free estimates • No job too small 

Friendly and reliable service 
TELEPHONE JUDITH ON 07598 547342

~~~ WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY ~~~ 
Clubs, Societies & Groups please let us have your programmes/events to PUBLISH FREE in this section. 

Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk or send to QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road,  
Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR.  For more information call 01273 846978.

Advertise your events here for FREE! 
FREE LISTINGS FOR CHARITY EVENTS, CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

Deadline for the February issue is 1st January 2022 
Email ed@villagemagazines.co.uk  

(We reply to every email manually - so no reply no email received) 

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR  
01273 846978 



STEVE’S BACK PAGE GOSSIP

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392

Happy New Year everyone I hope over the past few months you've enjoyed the change of format which has given me a chance to recount 
my rather colourful past and the people I got to know along the way. There was a young lad in the Pony Club called David Fuller he was 
the local Blacksmiths son, they lived in a house called ‘The Forge’ in Yateley.  He was what I would call a good rider, but not a pretty one. 
He was always going on at me to let him ride Hawk, but Hawk didn’t like other riders and especially heavy-handed ones.  I’d always 
been gentle with his mouth because of his past and I NEVER carried a whip whereas David always had one, he liked to bang it against 
his long leather boots which he did with great gusto, especially when the girls were about, he did love the ladies did our David, anyway 
one day, I relented and said he could have ago provided he didn't carry a whip, which he threw at my feet in great annoyance and he 
then got on.  Instead of lowering himself gently in the saddle he thumped down hard, I turned to the group of girls watching and said 
I'll give it 5 minutes at most before he hits the ground and in actual fact, it was a little less than that, he started kicking Hawk to get 
him to move, Hawk turned his head to look at me as if to say I hope you warned him what could happen to him.  I just smiled back so 
he knew I had, Hawk then trotted forward for a few yards then slammed on the brakes, did a half rear to unbalance poor David, then 
followed that up with an enormous buck which sent David out of the front door like an exocet missile. Luckily, he was wearing his riding 
hat which was a rare event for David, strangely he never asked if he could ride him again.  
David was never happy with just Pony Club events, he loved doing exciting things with his horse, and inevitably I got drawn in to going 
along with him - two memorable events always stick in my mind, the first one was with the Sealed Knot of which David was a member.  
These people re-enacted events of the English Civil War, why was beyond me but, they did it with great gusto and I'm not adverse to 
doing a bit of dressing up. If you remember at the time, I was the Golden Boy of Moss Bros. I had access to all departments which 
included their magnificent costume and fancy-dress department.  So, I went and got fitted out in full English cavalier gear, I looked well 
a bit like a toy soldier, but I felt great, on the day of the re-enactment which was at old Basing House our mission was to rescue a priest.  
So, pursued by these four Round Heads on horses we had to gallop into the courtyard leap off our horses run through Basing House 
into those secret passageways, where the priest was holed up in a very well-hidden Priest hole, we grab him, run back out into the 
courtyard, throw the priest onto the horse, and made a quick getaway, pursued by these four Round Heads who were firing fake flintlock 
pistols at us. We had to deliver the priest to our Captain by galloping around to the front of the Basing House, where a full battle was 
going on between the Royalists and the Round Heads. The adrenaline rush was enormous, David leapt off his horse to start beating 
four bells out of his poor Roundhead with his sword which had no point, but health and safety hadn't been invented yet, so it really was 
a free for all.  I lept off Hawk, drew my sword and looked around for the smallest Roundhead to engage with, but they were all quite 
sturdy guys and a lot of them carried these long pikes, but I went for it anyway, it was a lot of fun and I could quite understand why 
they do it, especially afterwards when everyone gets together for a bit of a party, a lot of the ladies were dressed as wenches, which 
was all part of the history of this era.  
My other foray into the world of re-enactment this after a very excited David turned up at the stable with his latest copy a Photo Play 
which was the film magazine of the time.  It also had a classified section which was full of different film ads.  The one that had excited 
David was that a new film about the Charge of the Light Brigade which was in the planning stage and they were looking for extras who 
could ride to apply for a part.  About 670 Light Brigade Cavalry Men made their disastrous charge and Brighton based director Tony 
Richardson was determined to bring it to the big screen.  I thought as teenagers we wouldn't get a reply, but we did and were invited 
to attend the audition.  

HASSOCKS 
HARDWARE

8 Orion Parade • Hassocks • West Sussex  BN6 8QA  01273 843878
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SHARPENING SERVICE

KEEP WARM THIS WINTERKEEP WARM THIS WINTER   
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www.villagemagazines.co.uk 
call 01273 846978 

Book 3 months 

and get the  

4th FREE!

 for 3 months and you will get  
the 4th month FREE. 

Deadline  
Tuesday 4th January 

for the February 2022 issue (Ts&Cs apply) 

For more information visit 
www.villagemagazines.co.uk 

call 01273 846978 

BOOK AN ADVERT IN THIS MAGAZINE
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