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VILLAGE VOICE

INC. HASSOCKS & KEYMER TALK ABOUT & DITCHLING DIALOGUE

Hurstpierpoint, Hassocks, Ditchling & surrounding villages

Hassocks/
Burgess Hill Based

R. D. JENKINS & SON

QUALIFIED BUILDERS

Est since

Email: info@rdjenkinsandson.com

1976
01273 843040 or 07715 000883 » 01444 244485 or 07514 011782

* Does your PATIO need Pressure Cleaning, Repointing or Relaying?

* s your ROOF Watertight? We repair Tiled, Slated & Felted Roofs

* Is)your CHIMNEY Obsolete, Leaking or in need of Repointing?
* Are your GUTTERS Leaking?

We have been trading locally since 1976

Please call us if you require a FREE estimate

Website: www.rdjenkinsandson.com

®

Eléctrical Co-ntractors
Ben Watson Electrical Ltd
All Electrical
Work Undertaken
Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates
Local Resident
Contact Ben Watson on

01273 845960 = =<5~
07971 549939

Electrical Safety '
Register

bwelectrical@hotmail.co.uk

Faith
Plumbing & Heating

All plumbing and heating work undertaken
Boilers Installed

Serviced & Repaired
Heating Updates
Bathroom Design & Installation

CitY&P Local Resident é
safe

Guilds Fully Insured — ZSdli€

call Stuart on 07738 679167
or Adam on 07983 693089

admin@faithhillservices.co.uk




Iron On or Sew On PLUMBING &
AMETAPES | [ABELL resmive o

For your childrens’ school clothes 07889 447904 @he
NADINE u—-‘,s% Also Suitable fOI’.' BEcieTERED
m:v‘mm:m:iﬁe Retirement Home C_Iothing, et 01273 845912 so561
Ty pummm el S Unor All Plumbing & Gas work,
gy Witiam 1, b Available to order from: Bathroom Design & Installation.
4%"% | QD STATIONERY Natural Gas & LPG: Central Heating
¥ncen “3-&&. 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks Boiler Installation, Servicing & Repairs.
01273 846978 No job too small. Based in Hassocks

Magazine published by Q.D. STATIONERY & SERVICES LTD
52 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex BN6 8AR. Tel 01273 846978.
Your Editors: Joanna Lambe, Heidi Brown, Natalie Dalley & Nicola Botting

LAST DATE FOR COPY for the March 2022 ISSUE is 1st February 2022
All copy must include your name, address and telephone number. If not included for our information,
your article/advert will be considered anonymous and not published.

Advertising Email: ad@villagemagazines.co.uk  Copy Email: ed@villagemagazines.co.uk
We do acknowledge receipt of your email, by replying back to your email.

Do please support our local advertisers and mention

that you saw their advert in our magazine. Thank you.

The views expressed by individuals in any letter or article included at the discretion of the publishers are not necessarily the views of the Editor.
Whilst every care has been taken in compiling this magazine and the statements contained therein are believed to be correct, the publishers of this
publication will not hold themselves responsible for any inaccuracies. Inclusion of advertisers in this magazine is not necessarily a recommendation but we do
hope they give a good quality service. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without the prior permission of the publishers and contributors.

Useful Information

HASSOCKS PARISH CENTRE Council Office in Adastra Park, Keymer Road - telephone 01273 842714
(answerphone out of hours) Website: www.hassockspc.net. Parish Clerk - Ian Cumberworth
Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 10 am.- 2 pm and Fridays 10 am - 12 pm.

OUT OF HOURS CHEMIST covered by either Day Lewis or Boots in Hassocks.
Monday to Friday 5.30 - 6 pm. Sundays 10 am - 4 pm covered by Boots Burgess Hill
Bank Holidays Please see chemist doors. Urgent prescriptions call Sussex Police 0845 6070999
HASSOCKS LIBRARY Open Mon,Tues, Wed, Sat 9 am - 1 pm & Thurs, Fri 1 pm - 5 pm 01273 842779

BURGESS HILL HOUSEHOLD WASTE RECYCLING Fairbridge Way, Burgess Hill. (1st Oct. - 30th Mar. 2022.)
OPEN Fri - Wed inc. Bank Holidays 9 am - 4 pm
Tel. 01444 243041 General Enquiries — 0345 1300 393 - DO NOT FORGET YOUR PROOF OF ADDRESS

QUALITY WINDOWS & BUILDING SERVICES

A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1967

| -
UPVC Windows & Doors ! _All aspects: of building work
2 . Roofing Kitchens
Conservatories & Porches I
|
i

. . . Pointing Bathrooms
Cladding, Fasias & Guttering Decorating General Maintenance

A small local company with a brilliant reputation
For free estimates and advice telephone 07931 564243




INTERI*RS

Painting & Decorating Services

Professional & Reliable Service

Fully Insured Call Robin on

: 01273 834462
City&e
Guilds

07515 442147

robin@interior-decorator.co.uk

EST 1968

HURSTPIERPOINT

www. LAWN MOWER SERVICES.uk

Ride-on Lawnmowers, Lawnmowers,
Strimmers, Chainsaws, Hedgecutters,Leaf
Blowers & much more.

We are your local CO3RA & Masport dealer.

Martin@lawnmowerservices.uk

07719 303299 [l

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

s )

WHERE IS THIS? Michael Alford of Stoneywish Nature Reserve is asking for help as to
where this picture may have been taken, its says Ditchling 1920. Please email us at

ed@yvillagemagazines.co.uk or write to us info on inside front cover.

The Trust owns a fully restored working Windmill in
Keymer which is now over 300 years old.

The Trustee/Honorary Treasurer is aged 83
& would like to retire after over 13 years in the role.
Someone with good computer and book-keeping skills is required
with good internet access and a modern mobile phone with 4G
connection to originate entries at the Trust's Bank.
The role involves a work commitment of approximately
90 minutes per week.
A significant honorarium is offered to the right candidate
who will receive full training.

Please phone Geoff Miller on 01273 846939
if you are interested or require further information.

Ed

OCDAUTOSPA

MOBILE CAR WASH

Based in Hassocks ¢ Fully Insured
I have my own power & water supply
Call me for a quote

07912421814

www.ocdautospa.co.uk




Kitchen Carousel

Hassocks, Hurst and Ditchling

Please visit our new website:
kitchencarousel.co.uk
Refurbishments or Full Kitchen Projects

Call Stephen Hamilton
07565 722055

AGE CONCERN Dale Avenue, Hassocks.
Main office 01273 844461
www.achassocks.co.uk

Do you live in Ditchling or know someone
who does? We could come and pick you up on
a Wednesday for coffee and then lunch, before
we drop you home again. Call our office for
further details.

Lunches - We serve lunches weekdays in our
dining room: Brunch served on a Monday be-
tween 10 am and 1 pm as well as sandwiches,
paninis, soups and cakes. Freshly cooked,
three-course meals are available on other
weekdays. Please call us on 01273 844461 to
book a place and let us know by 10 am on the
day, at the latest. Our Menu is always on our
website and if you need help with transport to
come for lunch, we may be able to collect you
in our minibus; enquire in the office.

Our Coffee Shop is open from 9 am to 3 pm
serving refreshments. Have you seen our new
Charity Shop? Come and have a browse. Our
charity shop and coffee shop are both open on
Saturday mornings too.

Activities —Art Group Thursday mornings,
Canasta Thursday afternoon. Gentle Chair
Yoga Friday mornings 11.30 — why not pop in
for coffee before or stay for lunch afterwards.
We would like to re-start our Knit and Natter
group, so would you like to come along for a
hot drink and a biscuit and meet other knit-
ters? If this is something that you would like
to join in, please let us know and we can ar-
range a suitable morning or afternoon in our

DEADLINE DATES

Deadline date for the
March 2022

issue is 1st February

www.villagemagazines.co.uk
info@villagemagazines.co.uk
ed@villagemagazines.co.uk

cosy conservatory.
Happy memories from the past can raise ev-
eryone’s spirits in these gloomy times. We
plan to start a “Memory Corner” in the new
year, initially with some photographs but is
there something from the past that you could
bring in to let everyone see?
Can you help us with Volunteering opportuni-
ties to help drive our minibus? We need
drivers and escorts to expand our weekday
pick-up runs. Please call the office for more
information, come in and see us, or email
enquiries@achassocks.co.uk.

From all at Age Concern

HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL AND
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY We meet on
the last Friday of each month in the Guide
Hall next to Trinity Road car park. The
speaker for our next meeting will be Mak Nor-
man. He will give his presentation on the
Anglo-Saxons on Friday 25th February
starting at 8 pm. Mak (or “Osgar” to use his
Anglo-Saxon name) will be bringing some ar-
tifacts from Anglo-Saxon Times and will at-
tempt to teach us some of the Old English
language!

Contact me - telephone 01273 832280, email
w.kent123@btinternet.com for further infor-
mation about our very friendly society. New
members are always welcome.

Bill Kent
More information about advertising

www.villagemagazines.co.uk



v Friendly in-home service

»4L=,_=—;_‘$h
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2 Faux Wooden blinds
fully measured & fitted for

£228

Up to 102cm wide. Max drop applies.

HILLARYS

Henfield

v Options for every budget

“My local advisor helped me
find a blind to fit my budget.
The service was second to none™.

Laura Jackson, customer

ROLLERS | ROMANS | VERTICALS | VENETIANS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | WOODEN BLINDS

Call me for a free in-home appointment:
Jeff Chase 07981963087

*Based on the same spec, size & levels of service.

v Price includes measuring & fitting

YOUR LOCAL BLINDS,
CURTAINS & SHUTTERS
SPECIALIST

« | provide expert advice on the
best window solutions

« Flexible appointment times

- Blinds & curtains tailor-made
here in the UK

« Ask me about multi-blind
discounts

« | won’t be beaten on price*

« Electric blinds avallable

EILEEN EDWARDS of Hassocks, died
peacefully on 15th December aged 81 years.
Eileen’s funeral service took place at Wood-
vale Crematorium in January. Donations if
desired, can be made online via
www.pandsgallagher.co.uk (click on Mem-
ory Giving) or by cheque payable to The Clay-
ton Contact Club and sent c/o P & S
Gallagher, Fraser House, 20 Sussex Road,
Haywards Heath RH16 4EA. 01444 451166.
Dele Soan

THANK YOU REG OUR PAPER BOY
We would like to thank our paper boy Reg for
delivering in all weathers and rarely missing
a day. All the more amazing because Reg is
nearly 80 years old.

Many thanks Reg, heres looking forward to
many more years of seeing you in Ockenden
Way. Take care. Sid and Shirley

We thank Shirley Turner from Hassocks for the
following letter:- A big thank you to everyone
who knitted the angels, snowmen etc. and

hung them all round the village, what a lovely
gesture at this time of year, it made my day
and | hope everyone else’s. Your hard work
was worth it. Thanks again and hope you all
had a Happy Christmas and a Healthy New
Year!

BURGESS HILL HERITAGE & HIS-
TORY ASSOCIATION meet on Friday 11th
February at 8 pm at Cyprus Hall, Burgess
Hill, RH15 8DX.

Special guest is Simon Stevens ‘Archaeology
of the Burgess Hill Northern Arc’. guests wel-
come.

Stephanie Swaysland

CAN YOU HELP? We are looking for vol-
unteers to deliver your free magazine Village
Voice which has been delivered to you for the
past 24 years in the Hurstpierpoint and sur-
rounding areas. Do you think you have any
spare time to deliver to your road/area then
please give us a call on 01273 846978 or email
info@yvillagemagazines.co.uk



Fully insured
Free estimates

J Lee Trees »{;]

Hurstpierpoint based, offering a professional
tree care service throughout Mid Sussex.

.
g, Gulds

&o IS

O

Justin Lee (AA Tech Cert)
tel: 01273 831339 mob: 07947 564119

www.jleetrees.com email: info@jleetrees.com

DIY courses for the

absolute beginner

An introduction to the use of traditional hand
tools and basic power tools in a safe,
unpressured and fun environment.

Courses take place near Clayton, cost £55 pp
and run fortnightly on Wednesdays between
10 am and 2 pm starting on Feb 15th

For availability and more information
contact Matt on 07799 630027

reMEmber (THE CHRONIC FATIGUE
SYNDROME SOCIETY) Unfortunately, be-
cause of the Covid restrictions, we are still un-
able to resume our meetings and fund-raising
events for the time being.

However, our Newsletter is now online and
can be accessed on our website — www.re-
membercfs.org.uk. Our Winter edition con-
tains news about reMEmber and what’s going
on in the world of CFS/ME including the new
NICE Guideline.

Also on our website you can access videos of
presentations by top doctors at our Zoom con-
ference in November 2020.

We are still trying to raise funds to set up a
consultant-led clinical service for people who
have ME (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome).

So, all donations to reMEmber, however
small, will be very welcome. To find out how
to donate, or for information about ME or the

me_cfs@hotmail.com. Or telephone 01273
831733. Janice Kent

BRIGHTON CONSORT — BACK TO BA-
SICS (“remembering why we do what we
do”). In their first full public appearance since
March 2020, Brighton Consort confidently
begin again with music by Josquin des Pres,
Lassus, William Byrd, Thomas Tallis, Palest-
rina, and Victoria. They will be joined by the
Ashdown Consort of Viols to celebrate the
roots and variety of truly great choral and in-
strumental music.

They will perform on Saturday 5th February
at 4 pm in Holy Trinity Church, Hurstpierpoint
BN6 9TS. Tickets can be purchased online via
the Brighton Consort website (go to the “Next
Concerts” page), or by ringing 01273 833746,
or on the door.

Please also see more details about Brighton

work of reMEmber, go to our website Consort  on  their . Facebook ~ page
www.remembercfs.org.uk, c-mail us at (www.facebook.com/brightonconsort).
: e Mike Clemens
& + Call Today For a

IAN THOMPSON

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER
Gas Safe Registered

Tel. HASSOCKS 844865 Mobile: 07785 717464

Karen Butterfill mssch Mbcha
CHIROPODY - PODIATRY
Home Visits « HPC reg. no. CH22014

Tel. 01273 831237 or 07802 756567

Free No Obligation Quote.
Currently Offering 25% off
Gutter Clearing For
New & Existing Customers

+ —
ﬁear'vl'éw

WINDOW CLEANING
— &

T GUTTER CLEANING +
Specialising in Window Cleaning & Gutter Cleaning
Fully Insured with Over 10 years experience

Window Cleaning * Gutter Clearing
Facias And Soffit’s * Conservatory Roof

07428 594529

clearview.wc@outlook.com * Clearviewwc.co.uk




one-.nine
Private Hire

www.one-nine.co.uk

¢

Your Local Personal Private Hire Service

01273 841919 o 07889 141136

We go where you want to! - Local or Long Distance

Air & Sea Ports - Eurostar Terminals - Sporting Venues - Shopping Trips - Hospital Visits & more

Hassocks based since 2004

Fully insured and licensed by Mid Sussex District Council
Ad hooki =

We thank Isabel Monteith, Winnipeg, Mani-
toba, Canada (where it is colder than Mars
right now!)

I was Googling “Old Mill House, Keymer”
(Sussex) and came across a local magazine
called “Hassocks and Keymer Talk About”.

I think the date was early 2020 but cannot not
be sure. Anyway, there was a photo in this lit-
tle magazine of the Old Mill House at Keymer.
The people who live there were asking for in-
formation about who the people in the photo
might be. I do not know who they were, but |
can tell them something about some previous
occupants of the house.

I discovered yesterday, with the release of the
1921 Census of England, that my father lived
in that house as an 8-year-old child in 1921.
He was Eric Stanley Major Monteith (the cen-
sus has transcribed his middle initials incor-
rectly) and lived there with his father Henry
Percy Monteith, his mother Mary Ethel
(Major) Monteith and siblings Sybil and Lau-

01273 846 823

established since 2001

Family Run Business
Fully Insured
Free Quotes

Sussex

wwwsussexhandyman.co.uk = E
rence. I have no idea what they were doing
living there as I thought they lived in Wimble-
don.

My grandfather Henry Percy Monteith was a
retired textile merchant.

It is fascinating to me that my father lived in
this house and near the old mill which has been
restored.

I was born in England in Southborough, Kent,
but my family moved to Canada in 1953 when
Iwas 7.

Can they tell me anything about the house. I
see a lot of information about the mill but not
much about the house?

Email QD Stationery at:
ed@villagemagazines.co.uk.

REWILDING OF KNEPP CASTLE ES-
TATE An illustrated talk by ecologist, Penny
Green, on the rewilding of the West Sussex Es-
tate since 2001 transforming it from failing
farmland into a profitable site of wildlife abun-
dance.
The Hurstpierpoint Horticultural Society meet
at 7.45 pm on Tuesday 8th February in the
Club suite Hurstpierpoint Village Hall.

Kathy Green

JB LAWNMOWING

Free Estimates

LEAF COLLECTION
& HEDGE TRIMMING

Call Jonathan

07974 582413

or email: beachjonathan16 @gmail.com

Do you need help getting things done?

Would you like to make
more space in your day?

The Joy of Administration
offers individuals a
Bespoke Business & Lifestyle Service

Call Sarah-Jane on 07484 722416

Email contact@thejoyofadmin.co.uk
www.thejoyofadmin.co.uk




' R H Call for a free quote
01273 843566
Fully Insured
. John 07814 196328
Tiling
Slating Robbie 07833 607182
Chimneys www.jrhroofing.co.uk
Leadwork
Guttering
Flat Roofs
Fascias/Soffits

HURSTPIERPOINT PLAYERS Having
had to cancel their Festive production of “A
Christmas Carol” in December the Hurstpier-
point Players are hoping for better times [not
“the worst of times”] for their spring produc-
tion of Alan Ayckbourn’s comedy “How the
Other Half Loves”.

Auditions took place at the Players Theatre in
Hurstpierpoint in January just as this issue of
Village Voice and Talk About was being com-
piled — so Director Richard Coney will be an-
nouncing his cast in time for the March
edition.

Often incorrectly described as a farce this was
Ayckbourn’s second West End comedy suc-
cess and his seventh play. It follows the lives
and confused loves of three married couples,
using inter-changeable rooms in a single set-
ting to enable Ayckbourn’s exploration of
space and time to add to the general mayhem.
Rehearsals are under way now and this latest

ALL GARDENS GREAT & SMALL

www.aHgardensgreatandsmalI.co.uks,C \983
€

Paving * Walling * Steps
Driveways ¢ Fencing
FREE ESTIMATES & DESIGN HELP

01273 890747 - 01444 848177
07973 865850

. . Lundscape
iansalmon@gmail.com

Gasdeners

YOUR LOCAL CARTRIDGE
RECYCLING CENTRE
QD STATIONERY

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks
01273 846978

production by Hurstpierpoint Players will
have five performances from Tuesday 29th
March to Saturday 2nd April at 7.30 pm.
Casting, booking details and ticket prices will
be available on the Players’ website —
www.hurstplayers.org.uk —as soon as pos-
sible and in this magazine next month.
Covid restrictions have played havoc with all
theatrical ventures, both amateur and profes-
sional over the past two years. We are all
hoping that some semblance of normality will
have come to pass by the spring of 2022 and
that this production, along with those by all
our fellow groups, can go ahead as planned.
Anne Hopper

Tree To p_Salon

Located in a beautiful little tree house on Cuckfield Road,
between Burgess Hill and Haywards Heath is now open.
I'have been in the industry for over 25 years and
have worked and trained in New York City.

I have recently moved to the area and am taking
on new clients. I do both men and women's hair.

Covid Safe Salon
10% Off your first visit

Please contact Melissa for an appointment

07957 950357

Flintstones, Cuckfield Road, Ansty,
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH17 5AL




QD STATIONERY

52 Keymer Road, Hassocks
01273 846978

PATES FOR YOUR PTARY
Valentine’s Day

“14th February-

' Cards & Balloons in stock

HAPPY Mo 27th March

Wm)} Cards & Balloons
@ay\ in stock

IN STOCK FOR EASTER

FRIDAY 15TH - MONDAY 1€TH APRIL

Y ,
5 Cards, Money wWallets, Easter Egg Humt Kits

=3

® Decorative Chicks, Bunnlies § Egos
® Easter Boskets, Paper Chains, Photo Props,

Easter Blngo, Stickers, Face Palnts
l\@\

ano more..
@’ Plus all cm{t Ltemas to ma Vee Your own cavols!




ACOI\W& 'OUTSTANDING' RATED CHILDCARE
9 Lindfield and Westmeston

Tel: 01444 455081

All Bricklaying Work Undertaken || <

Ditchling Based
Repointing - Garden Walls - Patios - Extensions

No job too BIG or too small - Free Quotes % 7 R 05' ) T o
Over 30 years experience - City & Guilds & Advance Craft PR ﬁc,dz' Jjanetirwin@janetirwin.com
call John on 07930 907686 & FORES www.theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com

THE SPRING TERM IS IN F_ULL SWING thig term we are celebrating their countries of
AT THE ACORNS and daffodils are already qrigin, learning more about their cultures and
bobbing in the wind at Westmeston where they traditions.

always seem the first to signal the onset of [ 2021 we were ranked in the Top Twenty

Spring. ) ) small nursery groups in the UK by daynurs-
The Acorns has two nurseries: at Lindfield and ¢pjes.co.uk
Westmeston near Ditchling. If you are looking for a wonderfully nurturing

Llndﬁeld_ is our home-based nursery, where nursery school, with lots of opportunities for
Janet Irwin, the teacher owner of The Acorns, jndoor and outdoor activities and play, plus an
shares the g_round floor of her home and garden optional reading scheme for developing early
with the children. _ reading skills, please come and see us.
Westmeston Parish Hall is the venue for lots of Telephone 01444 455081

our Forest School adventures. email: janetirwin@janetirwin.com,

Welcoming children from 2 to 8, we cater for vy, theacornsnurseryandforestschool.com
children deferring entry to school and those Janet Irwin

being home educated so that prospective par-

ents can get a feel for The Acorns nursery, we JASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY meets at
offer “Stay and Play” sessions for toddlers at A dastra Hall, Hassocks at 7.45 p.m.

Westmeston. . ) ) On 14th February we have special guest Ray
We have lots of bilingual children with us and paje “Mary Anning — An Amazing Woman in
a Man’s World’

On 28th February with special guest Colin
McFarlin ‘Recycling in West Sussex’.
Beryl Varley

Local Activities for the March 2022
magazine can be email to:
www.villagemagazines.co.uk by 1st February

P.R. ROOFING LTD

Windows - Doors - Conservatories - Roofline (Established 1989)

01444 246051 * GRP Fibre Glass Roofs
* Flat Roofs

* EPDM Rubber Roofs

* Chimney Repairs & Pointing

* Tiling, Slating

* Moss Removal

* uPVC Plastic Fascia & Guttering

01273 843576 or 07710 947646

www_keymerdoubleglazing co uk




DMF FENCING

All Garden Fencing
Concrete Bases ¢ Sheds
Decking ¢ Ground Clearance

07493 161297 » 01273 640402

denefunnell2018@gmail.com

Hollingum Electrical Itd

LOCAL, FRIENDLY, EFFICIENT
NO JOB TOO SMALL
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

e Telephone Josh
wmie 2 on 07818 017917

Email: joshhollingum@hotmail.co.uk

We thank Dave Evans for the following pictures of Little Washbrooks

The Baker family who
ran little Washbrooks.
Top is Frank Coleman
and
L-R is Joyce Baker,
Uncle Cecil,
Doris Baker
and Mr Baker
taken in 1947.

The stalls for the heavy horses dated 1989.

Seasonal Garden Tidies
Regular Maintenance Packages
Large Garden Specialists
Planting - Pruning- Hedge cutting
Mowing - Pressure washing
Large or Small Improvements

RO O T E D Residential & Commercial work

GARDEN SERVICES ~ Checkatrade.com 4%

Where reputation matters i

Free Estimates e Fully Insured e RHS Qualified

Rob Eager rob@rootedgardens.com
Henfield 01273 491556 / 07751 063546

rootedgardens.com

FRENCH TUITION

Hassocks based French National
Fully Qualified & Very Experienced Teacher
Help & Guidance with GCSE & A Level Exam Preparation

call Mrs Brigitte Castaing 07731 792682

A C DREW PLUMBING & HEATING

All plumbing and gas work undertaken
Boiler installations to bathrooms designed & installed (inc. tiling).
New heating systems to dripping taps

Friendly, Local & Fully Insured ¢ No job too small
" 07967 440 805

620788

alex@pyecombeplumber.com




~“ DAVE NEWLYN -

PAINTER, DECORATOR
& TILER

Friendly Service
Over 30 years experience

Tel 01273 846648

or 07796 545663
N\ 4

Free Estimates

DCA PROPERTY SERVICES

Handyman available for :

Electrical & Small Building Repairs
Small Carpentry Repairs, Doors Fixed,
Shelves Installed, Flat Pack Furniture Erected

35 years experience * Covid precautions taken

To discuss problems & make an appointment
Call01273 831237

or email dcapropertyservices@gmail.com

City & Guilds
HAPPY NEW YEAR - from everyone in
Sussex Vale Rotary. I’m happy to report that
Light Up Hassocks was a huge success, due to
the support given by the many people and or-
ganisations who contributed to the event: the
Burgess Hill Marching Band; Hassocks In-
fants School who organised the lanterns for
the procession; All the Right Notes, The Blitz
Boys, Windmills School, Downlands
Academy and the Zaffire Twins, who all en-
tertained from the stage; Hassocks Hardware;
Burgess Hill Radio; Beacon Security; Sussex
Police; Event Medical Services; Clancy
Group; Panther Waste Services; all of the stall-
holders and shops that stayed open to take
part; MSDC for the loan of barriers and to ev-
eryone who came along to enjoy the activities.
Clearing up afterwards is a large task and a
special thanks is due to Matteo and his team
from Adastra Deli. Thanks also to Burgess
Hill Rotary who arranged for Santa to join the
parade and Proper Cycling for organising live

music outside their shop.

A picture gallery can be found at www.mid-
sussextimes.co.uk/news/people/26-pictures-
from-light-up-hassocks-2021-3482423

The poster competition was won by Woody
Daniel who was ill on the night and unable to
come along, so his prize was presented to him
a few days later. The Best Dressed Window
Competition was won by Humanity at Heart,
with Bella June Flowers and Bowley Funeral
Services tied in second place. We were
pleased that so many of our local traders
worked so hard to present such a high quality
of entries, so well done everyone. When Sus-
sex Vale stepped in to run LUH 4 years ago, it
was to ensure the event continued, but with a
view to making it a community project. So,
the organisation and running of LUH has been
passed to the Hassocks Community Organisa-
tion (HCO), although Sussex Vale will support
them. This year’s LUH will take place on 2nd
December 2022, a date for your diary. Un-

/"  BARRY NEWMAN
GARDEN AND FENCING SERVICES

No Job Too Small est. 1984
\_ 01273 845063 J

Opening Hours
Monday - Saturday
9.00am - 5.30pm
Contact us on

HASSOCKS

EYECARE

CENTRE Email: rec?p}o%(ljgsssoigygeireevco.uk
or book online www.hassockseyecare.co.uk

17 Keymer Road, Hassocks, West Sussex, BN6 8AD

Q
avant @

TV, AERIAL & AV ENGINEER

CEDIA 01273 499 133 i 4
MEMBER 07769 636 669 DEALER

www.avanthometechnology.co.uk




PC Problems?

...we come to you

New Computers

¢ Computer Repairs

e Laptop Setup *Hardware Upgrades
¢ Wireless Setup e Software Issues

. ¢ Data Recovery
* Printer Setup *Virus & Malware

Removal
* Networking

|_ 07771588577

rob@rhaskins.co.uk

e Servicing & Clean up

fortunately, the prevalence of Covid obliged
us to cancel the street collections in Hurst and
Hassocks. Despite that, we were able to ar-
range for 16 hampers to be delivered to local
families with the help of the infant schools in
Hurst and Hassocks. Our grateful thanks are
owed to Tesco which made a donation to en-
able us to include gifts within the hampers.
Our Christmas Dinner at the Duke of York
was a great success and enjoyed by everyone,
the live music was particularly appreciated.
Plans are now underway for a Burns Night,
something that we have celebrated for many
years and are keen to resuscitate after missing
out last January! If you would like to be-
come involved in supporting your local com-
munity, why not consider having a look at
what Sussex Vale Rotary offers? We meet fort-
nightly in The Greyhound, Keymer, in a re-
laxed and friendly environment, so if you are
interested in learning more about Rotary and
how you can help or join us, please contact our

The Home & Garden Guy

Your Local Handyman

From Major Renovations & Improvements
to Picture Hanging And Everything In Between
Both Inside & Out Your Home

Call lvan today for a free quote
Mobile: 07814 598539
Email: ivan@thagg.co.uk Web: www.thagg.co.uk
Fully Insured and CRB Checked

club secretary on

secretarysvrotary@gmail.com, or ask in the

Greyhound for the next meeting date.
Duncan Honeyman

Anisah has asked us to include this again as
there was a typo last month - Ed

HELP FOR TODAY

The strong must make sure
that they care for the weak

The rich must be certain to give enough
to supply all the needs off the poor

The poor must thank God
for supplying their needs

We all need each other
the great need the small
the small need the great
©Anisah

Rachel Pierce

Bringing creative cutting and

colouring to your door!

m: 07832 980264

e: rachel-a-pierce@hotmail.com

 JB FENCING )

ALL TYPES OF FENCING & GATES

Free quotations and advice
All work guaranteed

Sheds and Bases

No job too small

Over 40 years experience

Hassocks 01273 843539

\_ Mobile 07713 132489 /




STATION GARAGE Hassocks 01273 844256
Proud sponsors of ADASTRA BOWLING CLUB

A local business supporting the local community

SUSSEX CHARITY GROTTOS IN HASSOCKS
AND HORSHAM BREAK ALL RECORDS Charity
grottos this Christmas at South Downs Nurseries in Has-
socks and Old Barn Garden Centre at Dial Post have col-
lectively seen over 4,000 children and raised a total
figure of £55,000 this year.
“This is a record-breaking amount after our fundraising
totals of £23,000 in 2020 and £46,000 in 2019, both pre-
Covid”, says Rebecca Houghton-Knapp from the fam-
ily-run garden centre group.
b Ny “Santa has also seen over 100 children for free through
~ Al S various links to local charities, food banks and schools
Santa broke all records with his in his mobile grotto — a converted horsebox kindly
charity grottos in Hassocks and loaned by Universal Trailers at Billingshurst for the fes-
Horsham this year tive period.” Rebecca Houghton-Knapp

HASSOCKS WI meet at Adastra, Hall, Hassocks on the third Monday in the month doors
open 7.30 pm start at 7.45 pm.

December meeting had to be cancelled like so many others, but in January we enjoyed wine
and mince pies while swishing our way through the evening. The big raffle prizes were excel-
lent.

January also the start of our knew afternoon craft club. A lovely turn out and ideas galore. The
new craft club meeting is the 7th February at 2 pm in the Green Room, Adastra Hall, Hassocks,
Theme ‘crochet’ come along and learn how to do it, or bring your own project to be worked on
with tea and company.

21st February evening meeting is a talk by Ray Hale ‘Mary Anning - a remarkable woman in
a man's world’

Our March meeting will be focused on taking care of ourselves. Come along at warm welcome
tea biscuits and hopefully some WI cake. Gerry Dandridge

C.B.C. Fencing

We are a family run mobile flooring retailer All Fencing Work Undertaken
with over 20 years experience.

Offering a range of all types of flooring DeCking & Gates
brought to you at your own home or business. Free Quotation ¢ Reliable Service
For a Free Quote or Advice Call ERhecxatraas
01273 844739 or 07970 636160 Where reputation matters
www.midsussexflooring.co.uk Call Chris
sales@midsussexflooring.co.uk Tel: 01273 845616
Checxatrade Mobile: 07717 574026

=
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MID SUSSEX FLOORING
Carpets - Vinyl - Wood - Laminate




S N SECURITY ]
Faulty Door or Windows Locks?

Broken or Lost Keys?

LOCKS & ALARMS

* Commercial & Domestic
* Free Security Surveys

* Independent

www.snsecurity.co.uk

Locked Out?

* Master Key Systems
* Locks Supplied & Fitted
* UPVC Door Specialist

* DBS Checked < 20 Years Experience ¢ Fully Insured
Tel: 01273 068 086 * Mobile : 07538 521 210

Email : steve@snsecurity.co.uk

Find us on

Checkatrade.com

THE MISSING
FAME OF HURST-
v PIERPOINT In the
- 17th century there was
I no such thing as a do-
mestic refrigerator. In
the Big Houses meat
and poultry were hung
from the ceiling in the
pantry until well past
their sell-by date. To make meat more palat-
able, generous use was made of various
spices especially nutmeg and mace. Nutmeg
was also valued for its medicinal properties
because it was thought to be effective against
many viral infections including the dreaded
Plague.

Nutmeg commanded a very high price be-
cause supplies were limited and moreover
were controlled by the Dutch, with whom
England was at war.

The East India Company in London had no
position in the East Indies much of which
had been colonised by the Dutch, so the

COURTHOPE,

The Courthope Family Coat of Arms
(see also in Hurstpierpoint Church)

Company decided to despatch an armed ves-
sel to attempt to gain a foothold.

Nathanial Courthope whose family home be-
came Danny (House) in Hurstpierpoint set
sail in 1616 in The Swan.

There was just one spice island which had
not accepted Dutch sovereignty, and this was
Run, the most prodigious yielder of nutmeg.
The Chief of Run objected to the aggressive
approach of the Dutch and formed an instant
close relationship with Courthope. He
agreed to transfer the sovereignty of Run to
the English Crown. The local Dutch Com-
mander Coen did not like this at all and en-
tered into negotiations with Courthope at
Coen’s house. The Dutch colonist’s way of
negotiating was  simple.  Nathaniel
Courthope was never seen again.

But despite Courthope’s murder, Run was
still English sovereign territory and the East
India Company, and the English government
were determined to avenge Courthope’s
death and obtain appropriate compensation.
The Anglo-Dutch war continued.




PLUMBING AND HEATING
Qualified, local professional y
TAN PARKIN gscte

01273 833793 or 07986 401670

All regular & emergency gas & plumbing
Boiler servicing & repairs. Radiator problems.
Gas cookers & fires. Toilets, taps, sinks, baths & showers.
Hot water cylinders & water tanks.
Blockages & drainage problems. Free estimates, fair pricing.
Many satisfied customers. Fully Insured

JON BARKER
HOUSE & GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Fencing « Guttering * Brickwork ¢ Patios
Paths ¢ Painting * House & Garden Clearance
Flat Pack Construction & Fitting
Assembly of Sheds & their Bases
Lawn Mowing * Hedge Trimming
Tree Felling ¢ Planting etc
No Job too BIG or too small
Friendly, Reliable & Professional, Fully Insured

07815 663825

Eventually after many years of conflict and negotiation, England transferred the sovereignty

of Run to the Dutch in return for the transfer to England of New Amsterdam and the island of
Manhattan. New Amsterdam was promptly renamed New York - not after the city of York but

after the Duke of York, the King’s brother.

Nathaniel’s father, Peter died with only one surviving child, Barbara who married Henry Cam-
pion of Kent and the Danny estate came into the ownership of the Campion family.

So, Nathaniel Courthope’s action in Run was the direct cause of the foundation of New York.
Hurstpierpoint should be famous. The Danny-Run-New York connection is nonetheless
recorded in the Danny Archive, the books of The East India Company, the Book ‘Nathaniel’s
Nutmeg by Giles Milton 1999° and now in the Hassocks Talk About and Village Voice 2022.

Harold Rowling

MINI LABELS

Available to order at
QD Stationery 52 Keymer Road Hassocks
01273 846978

PLASTERING

L. BARNES
CEILINGS « WALLS - FLOORS

Free Estimates & Advice * Over 35 years locally

Phone 01444 232845




THE HASSOCKS HOTEL

Station Approach East, Hassocks BN6 8HN Tel: 01273 842113
www.thehassocks.co.uk info@thehassocks.co.uk

SENIOR CITIZENS & BASKET MEALS
only £5.00 each throughout February
12noon - 2.45pm Monday - Friday

FUNCTION ROOM FOR HIRE

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN FOR 2023 1!

: Self Contained with Bar™
LA Fridays are Free for Charity Events

Fully Air Conditioned
PA System or DJ available
Seating for up to 90 people

3 Course Meals or
Hot & Cold Buffets available

Ideal for Family Celebrations, Birthdays. Anniversaries, Lunches, Dinners, Meetings & More

Call Chris or Lisa on 01273 842113 for details.
*Terms and conditions apply

COME & WATCH ALL
THE 6 NATIONS RUGBY GAMES
ON HD THROUGHOUT
FEBRUARY & MARCH
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Comc to us for Stcak
' You dor’t have to chew!
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27 Keymer Road, Hassocks
Satur

Koscs are chl Vlolets are Blue
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01273 842296

FREE '
“ LOCAL
DELIVERY

Pop In & See Us » Find ws on Facehook » Phowe Orders Taken

HEBER OPERA IS RECRUITING NEW
VOICES FOR 2022 Heber Opera, like most
singing groups, has had very limited opportu-
nities to sing since the start of the pandemic,
but we are raring to go with new plans for mu-
sical activities in 2022.

Heber is hoping to inspire all you singers out
there to come and enjoy an evening (or even
two) of singing and finding out about what it
takes to put on one of our operas.

At 7.30 pm on Sunday’s 6th and 13th March,
Heber Opera will be holding two open re-
hearsals in Hurstpierpoint Village Centre.
There will be a small fee for joining in each
rehearsal.

To take part and for more details, please con-
tact ~ Michael = Withers via  email
at michael@michaelwithers.co.uk or call
07802 735190.

No-one should be afraid of the word
‘OPERA’, it is simply the musical theatre of
its time, like Les Misérables is today. Heber

HASSOCIKS
Paving & Patio Services

v Block paving & Patio Spe
v General Groundwork / |
v Concreting / Tarmaci
v No Job Too Small
Simon Weller - 07525 857679

01273 468759
hassockspaving@hotmail.com
www.hassockspaving.co.uk

always sings in English, and the stories are
eternal — love, loss and death in varying forms,
just like modern musicals!

We would love to see you there — don’t be shy,
please sign up. Jenny Hawkes

STAR CINEMA - BOND COMES TO
HASSOCKS.. on 11th February. 7.15 pm
film starts, Adastra Hall, Hassocks.

‘No Time To Die’ is the twenty-fifth in the
James Bond series, and was the fourth high-
est-grossing film of 2021. It stars Daniel Craig
in his fifth and final outing as James Bond
(rated PG-13).

Doors open at 7 pm, but please note - Earlier
Starting Time of 7.15 pm as the film is quite
long.

Wine/tea/coffee and raffle. Tickets on the door
(cash only please). The Star team look for-
ward to welcoming you.  Liz Edmunds

WANTED If you have any old photos,
poems, recipes, stories, events or anything of
interest you would like included please email
us at ed@yvillagemagazines.co.uk or send it
to QD Stationery, 52 Keymer Road, Hassocks,
West Sussex BN6 8AR. Deadline for the
March Issue is 1st February.

R N T ( - Plastering
Rendering

CONSTRUCTLQN LTD Bricklaying
Q1273 841796 Building Work

Property Maintenance

(}796&475 125

rnyeconstruction@live.co.uk ® www.rnyeconstruction.co.uk




LEE’S LOCKS

NO CALL OUT CHARGE!
All locks fitted to insuranc e BS3621

Mortice Locks - Supplied & Fitted
Fully Guaranteed - O.A.P. Discounts
Insurance Work - UPVC Specialist
Digital Locks -Window Locksa
Garage Door - UPVC/Patio
Police Checked - No VAT!!!

LOCKED OUT? DOOR JAMMED?
LOST KEYS? NEED EXTRA SECURITY?
Store this number in your
phone NOW! You may need it

Mob: 07921 068564
Tel: 01273 803084
Email: lee®lees-locks.com

~REE. 0800 44 88 147 "Eheckatrade
Tmel merenas o

NEWS FROM STONEYWISH At the en-
trance to the Pinetum stand two trees, like cen-
turies, either side of the path. One is an oak -
of vigorous, spreading youngster of 40 or 50
years, whose branches shade a mossy bank
where primrose’s bloom in spring. The other
is a holly veteran, a shattered shipwreck of a
tree, whose great trunk sprouts knew shoots
every year, proving that in spite of any out-
ward dereliction the inner will to life is strong.
The boughs of these two touch overhead and
they have always seemed to me to be a perfect
epitom of the changing year. Here in one spot
they play out the shift back and forth between
the dark forces of winter and the life bringing
light of summer. In ancient Celtic lore, the
holly and the oak divide the year between
them, each representing half of the calendar.
The holly king reigns from Mid-summer to
mid-winter when the oak king takes his scep-
tre and rules for six months in his stead. The
lengthening days belong to the oak. The short-

* Removals John Broomfield
* Storage REMOVALS Ltd

* House Clearances
* Fully Insured

» Packaging
* + Van & Man Service
t: 01273 890 053

m: 07780 864 817
move@johnbroomfieldremovals.co.uk

ening days to the holly. Each grows from a
weakling to a giant during his reign and is de-
posed at the height of his power. Just now, the
legend goes, with the winter solstice just past,
the oak king is still a puny infant. His son is
feeble and the life-sap of the earth barely stir-
ring, but each day will bring an increase in
strength. The theme surfaces in the medieval
tale of Sir Gawain and the Green Knight: King
Arthurs Christmas feast is interrupted by the
arrival of a fantastical Knight. This figure is a
giant, green from head to foot, riding a gigan-
tic green horse - with trimmings, trappings,
everything green. As a Christmas entertain-
ment he invites whoever is brave enough to
strike him dead on a condition that he may
take his revenge at a later date. All demur, but
finally a young knight, Gawain attempts the
challenge and decapitates the Knight. Unper-
turbed the apparition then picks up his head,
reminds Gawain of his obligation and, rides
out into the night once more. The Green

TELEVISION & RADIO AERIAL CONTRACTOR

Freeview Extra Points
Freesat 4
SKX VIEW AERIALS
/ DAVE CARR
Bird Digital TV Aerials
Spikes DAB/FM Aerials

Tel. Plumpton Green 01273 890755
Mobile 07774 838999

m.g. Padgham

CARPENTRY & BUILDING
Carpentry & Joinery * Project Management
Kitchens & Bathrooms Supplied & Fitted
Q Extensions & Refurbishments

General Maintenance
Fully Insured

01825 714526 Mob:07908 517772

SEDIRATION OF
MASTER
BUILDERS

Email: mjpadghamltd@gmail.com




J.D.Ritchie
Painting and Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Wallpapering

Plastering and Coving
Tiling
07979 401 126

jack ritchie@hotmail.com

Knight, or Holly King, significantly carries a
bunch of holly in his hand and he turns up
elsewhere in old tales as the spirit of winter.
He is the ‘Here come I, old Father Christmas’
of traditional Mummers’ plays and he is the
holly-crowned ghost of Christmas past in
Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’. At mid-sum-
mer, so the Celtic legend goes, the holly King
strikes back. In pre-Soviet Latvia the custom
was for the men to wear crowns of oak leaves
at their solstice feasts and to leap over sym-
bolic fires in honour of the sun. There would
be two bonfires, my Latvian uncle told us: a
large one on the ground, which represented
life on earth and another small one, suspended
high on a pole, to represent the departing sun.
Both Earth and Sun, it seems, need protection
now. With the current intensity of spraying in
our skies, the Sun is hardly able to show its
face and without its life-giving light, plant life
and our own bodies too, will be condemned to
live in a prolonged artificial Winter. Looking
at the plight of our trees last Summer - willow,
ash, alder, maple, chestnut, beach, fruit trees
of all kinds, visibly sickening and plagued
with fungal infection; looking at our herbs and
native plants similarly afflicted, and our own
humankind sickening for want of vitamin D, |

(" JASPER
FENCING
CONTRACTORS

All types of fencing and

gates supplied and erected

01273 8435710r 07801 370700
www.jasperfencing.co.uk

\_ ,

wish the New Year could bring an awakening
and urgent debate about the harms of geo-en-
gineering. The present policy of ‘air raids’,
which obliterate the sun with webs of chem-
trails on almost every fine day, seem to me to
be a threat to life itself. If plants are starved of
sunlight they cannot photosynthesize properly
and the life-giving sugars they produce will be
missing for the entire earth community. What
use is it to plant trees if they are unable to
grow and thrive? This surely must be stopped.
I feel the holly and the oak have a vital mes-
sage for us. We lose our direct connection with
them at our peril. We too have roots, physical
and cultural, which are buried deep in the
earth and give us access to our one true hope,
which is Memory. According to the poet
William Blake: ‘The Daughters of Memory
are wiser than the Horses of the Imagination’.
I have long puzzled over these words, but the
holly and the oak have thrown new light on
them for me this year. The Horses of the Imag-
ination - innovation - man’s determination and
delight in ripping out, discarding and refash-
ioning the universe to please his own schemes
of invention, have bought us all to the brink
of destruction. But the Earth and all its living
systems cohere and thrive, not by Darwin’s in-

Home Improvements | Property Main@

kitchen and bathroom fitting,
decorating, tiling, plumbing and more.

call Keith on 07763 811516

John Evans o1273s46279
Plastering Specialist 07712898394

All aspects of Interior & Exterior plastering

Che%@?&gsfree quotes e Fully Insured

2
Jjohnevansplasterer@hotmail.co.uk
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N, Pitt

PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICES

Tel: 01444 236086
Mob: 07748 422 07|
Email: mjpitt] 23@gmail.com

City&s
Guilds

QUALIFIED

Public liability insured

dustrial model of competition an innovation,
but by the free gift of Memory - the millions
of years of shared inheritance through natural
chemistry, through instinct, through adaption
and acceptance of what is. After Christmas
there is a tiny pause before the world hurtles
on with its agendas. Time to stop and listen.
Time to lay aside our assumptions and hear
our past human and present natural relatives
have to say to us. Our own ancestors had the
connectedness to Nature that we so desper-
ately need. Our wild cousins in the country-
side have it still. They live in a vital and
dynamic world of shifting lights and energies.
They know when the moon is full, when the
tide is in, when the damsons are ripe, not be-
cause they read it, or looked it up, but because
they saw it. They had already been watching
for it.

If I have a New Year wish for us all, it will be
this gift of watching, without a pencil or a
camera or any recording device. To allow the
world to speak to us, (as the sea talks to crea-
tures in the rockpool) spill over us and nourish
us and awaken our memory of what it is to be
human fit to belong to a beautiful world.
And of course, if I have another New Year
wish, it is that there will be enough Christmas
merriment left for us all to celebrate new life,

knew hope, new friends and laughter under the
protection of King Oak! Rosemary

ALL THE RIGHT NOTES had a very suc-
cessful Christmas concert in December at the
URC in Hassocks, with a full house joining the
choir and band for an evening of seasonal fun.
The raffle also raised £280 for Alzheimer’s Re-
search UK.

Unfortunately, four days later I had a major
heart attack, and consequently All the Right
Notes is on a break while I recuperate. Prac-
tices will be returning no earlier than February
and members of the choir will be notified by
email. This means the planned 10th anniver-
sary concert for June is being postponed, hope-
fully to later in the year. Paul Simpson

TREFOIL. NEWS Our Christmas meal was

held at the Jack and Jill Inn and enjoyed by all.

In January we met Hurst Haven For Hedge-

hogs.

On 16th February we have an International

Event. ‘Come and Travel the World!”

We meet at the Guide Hall, Semley Road at

7.45 pm for 8 pm on the 3rd Wednesday in the

month. Visitors welcome. Call 07546 495433.
Pam

SOUTH EAST TOAD SUMMIT IN HAS-
SOCKS. Toad Patrollers and anyone inter-
ested in our native toads are all invited to attend
this free event. It is an opportunity for local
Toad patrols to get together, share ideas and
learn more about how best to conserve toads.
When? Saturday 5th February 1.30 pm to 5
pm Where? Adastra Hall, Keymer Road, Has-
socks, BN6 8QH. Info: to find out more and
get your tickets

www.toadsummittickets.eventbrite.co.uk for
queries contact jennifer.hooper@froglife.org.

l; For all your plumbing needs
No Job too small + Over 20 years experience

Matt Sharp 07709 460940

he Foot Nurse

IS NOW MOBILE
If you would like Marie to visit you
Please call 07565 187009
Total Footcare Appointments £28.00

Jennifer Hooper
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Vinyl Mat
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*Subject to availability.

Unit 2, 1a William Way

Victoria Business Park

BURGESS HILL RH15 9AG

Tel 01444 248880 Fax 01444 244650
burgess.hill@brewers.co.uk

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday: 7.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday: 8.00am - 5.00pm




JOHN RUSSELL
Car Body Work « MOT Welding
Valeting e Competitive Prices
07971 276126

Claycroft Farm, Beacon Road, Ditchling

MATHS TUITION

Mr Chris Waite ssc tHons) o7s » Qualified Maths Teacher
Key Stage 3« GCSE « [IBACC « AS Level
Further Maths GCSE/A Level « Home Schooling Specialist
07752 186678 Hassocks Based

O Hforae Garane

SAYERS COMMON,HASSOCKS, BN6 9HZ

I}/IYCFQE-E SERVICING

AIR-CON

FREE LOCAL COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

01273 334063

THE WINDMILLS JUNIOR SCHOOL
We have had a very busy time at The Wind-
mills Junior School, despite us not being able
to do all the usual things at this time of year,
due to Covid restrictions.

At the beginning of December, a team of 10
boys and 10 girls took part in the local cross
country competition. Following weeks of
training the time had come to compete against
the other schools from the local area. After
working extremely hard and together, the
Windmills girls managed to come second and
the boys came first. We are very proud of the
whole team as well as of the children who have
come out to run each and every lunchtime for
the last three and half weeks; super commit-
ment shown.

Earlier in the term, the Windmills Year 5 and
6 girls took part in a regional football tourna-
ment. The tournament was played on an Astro-
turf pitch at The Triangle, a much faster pace
of football than they are used to on grass.
There were 5 teams: Windmills, Lindfield, St
Wilfred’s Burgess Hill, St Wilfred’s Haywards
Heath and St Marys. They kicked off the tour-
nament and battled hard to take the win 1:0.
The team were all delighted and revved up for
the next match. The next match was very close
and despite their best efforts they lost 1:0. The
loss pushed them to try even harder and they
managed to draw the next 2 matches 0:0 and
1:1. Everyone played so well and they all en-
joyed the experience very much. Let’s hope
Windmills can win it next year!

ear 4 were delighted to welcome their parents

into school to visit their Ancient Egyptian Pop-
up Museum. It was fantastic to see parents in
school again and the children were brilliant
tour guides. The children took on the role of
Egyptologists, sharing the knowledge they
have developed throughout our ‘Wealth and
Water’ topic. The school hall was transformed
into an art gallery. The children displayed their
mixed media Pharaoh portraits, water colour
scarab beetles, decorated 3D boxes along with

GARDENER

Estd 1996

*Fruit Tree/Shrub Pruning

*Topiary

*Renovation - Conifers, Planting Advice

*Neglected Gardens A Speciality r %
(]

*Regular Maintenance
*Fully Insured/References
* All Green Waste Recycled

Call Steve: 01273 54619377
07770604643




PODIATRY/CHIROPODY
HCPC REGISTERED

Joanna Turns
Nicola White
Joanne Cruse

BSc(Hons), HCPC Reg.

The Heeler Centre, Hassocks
Tel: (01273) 843780

The Old Flower Field

Luxury 4 Star Gold Award Winning Lodges
Brighton Road, Hurstpierpoint, BN6 9EF

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Available for
stays between
3 and 28 days

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Visit our website: www. theoldﬂowerfield co. uk.
email: info@theoldflowerfield.co.uk or
telephone 01273 835696 for details.

all the brilliant topic homework projects.
There was also a surprise video showing the
children’s ancient Egyptian style dancing
choreographed in PE. A huge thank you to all
the adults at school who put in lots of hard
work behind the scenes, to ensure that the
Egyptian Pop-up Museum was a great suc-
cess.

In Science this term, Year 3 have been geolo-
gists and palaeontologists! They learnt about
the different properties of rocks and how sed-
imentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks are
formed. They then investigated our own rocks
looking at the rocks very carefully using mag-
nifying glasses. The children worked out if the
rocks were permeable or impermeable by
pipetting water onto them. We also scratched
them to see how hard they were. The children
then moved onto learning about fossils which
can be found in sedimentary rocks. They made
our own fossils out of play—doh.

Year 5 have been linking Art with our History
project (Raiders to Rulers), we have com-
pleted a seascape project. We started by build-
ing up our colour mixing using watercolours
and the children used their skills to replicate

STATION GARAGE

* FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY *
* ALL MAKES OF CARS SERVICED *
* BOSCH DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT
Free Brake Fluid Condition Check
* WELDING * BODYWORK *
* FULL MECHANICAL REPAIRS *

* M.O.T. WHILE YOU WAIT (including Diesels) *
Monday to Friday & Saturday mornings
STATION APPROACH (EAST) HASSOCKS

Tel: 01273-844256 & 845225




HASSOCKS TREE SERVICES

specialists in treework & hedge cutting

LOCAL BASED COMPANY TRADING
FOR 20 YEARS
Regular maintenance or one off cuts
All tree, hedge & shrub care

Planting Turfing ¢ Fully Insured
NPTC Qualified

TEL: 01273 846137 / 07525 427446

Dawn Benson

Accountancy Ltd

Chartered Certified Accountants

Local friendly service to meet
all your accounting needs including

dawn benson
* Limited companies * Sole Traders
* Partnerships * Self Assessment tax returns
Call now for free initial meeting

Tel: 01273 833950

info@dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk
www.dawnbensonaccountancy.co.uk

accountancy

Richmond House
38 High St
Hurstpierpoint
West Sussex
BN6 9RG

a range of seascapes from various different
artists; Joseph Turner, Erin Hanson and an-
other classic, Vincent Van Gogh. We then used
our replicas to design our own landscape for
a Viking longboat scene. The children had the
choice of mood to create with their back-
ground designs. Some Viking adventures were
calmer with a range of sunset tones whilst oth-
ers were stormy, dangerous scenes with light-
ning splitting the sky. In History, we have
been learning all about what brought different
groups of people to England. You might be
surprised to know that they all came for very
similar reasons! The children created their
own settlements and then compared this to an
Anglo Saxon and a Viking settlement, making
a personal response about who they would
rather be and why.

RE lessons in Year 6, have been focusing on
the true meaning behind Christmas. We re-
searched and thought about the traditions we
have around this time of year. We were really
interested in the idea of the candy cane being
either a shepherd’s crook or the J of Jesus.
Most of the traditions do stem from the origins
of the birth of Jesus where Christians believe
God was incarnate as the baby Jesus. This par-
ticular area of learning enabled the children to
be really curious and question the beliefs of
way.

As part of this learning,
N we looked at paintings
of'this key concept and
became art critics. The
children then had a go
at creating their own
| interpretations of the
incarnation. Some
were abstract and some
were more traditional.
Their understanding of
the religious terminol-
ogy alongside scien-
tific knowledge was
outstanding. The uniqueness and indepen-
dence really shone through.

VisitEngland

Swallowfield Cottages z

Self-catering holiday cottages

in the Keymer Conservation Area
www.swallowfieldcottages.co.uk
or call 07751 579720 for details

* % Kk ok
SELF CATERING

HURSTPIERPOINT BASED BRICKLAYER
7 days a week. Hourly/Fixed/Day Rate
Small Jobs very much welcomed * Trade/Domestic
| specialise in garden walls, repointing, patios,
concreting and chimney repairs.

Call Darryl on 07546 931162 / 01403 864288
dphoare@hotmail.co.uk
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All aspects undertaken including:

e kitchens e built in wardrobes e flooring

e decking e storage solutions e doors
FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED

07796 140962 / 01273 846278

kCaII Chris or visit WWW.Coopcarpentry.com )

SB Developments

Local builder with over 30 years experience
specialising in kitchens & bathrooms

FULLY INSURED < RELIABLE
CONSIDERATE ¢ TIDY ¢ FREE QUOTES
Also: tiling, plastering, decorating,
plumbing work, carpentry & garden work

0771 362 3949

www.sbdevs.co.uk e stuart@sbdevs.co.uk

During the last week of term, the children en-
joyed a festive lunch from Chartwells for
those that had signed up. For packed lunches,
children were invited to bring in a festive
lunch, a Christmas hat and a joke. Festive
music was played and their jokes were shared.
The day of the lunch coincided with the Save
the Children ‘Christmas Jumper Day’. Every-
one was invited to take part by coming to
school wearing a Christmas jumper.

The children were able also to enjoy a class
Christmas party and played fun festive games
in the hall. They were invited to dress up in a
‘Christmas outfit’ and there were prizes for the
winner in each class and two runner ups. The
outfits have been wonderful and so much
thought went into creating them. It bought so
much happiness to the school and everyone
had a fantastic time.

The children took part in decorating their
classroom doors as well, the theme was
‘Christmas around the world’. The doors were

then judged by pupils and staff and the win-
ning class from each year was able to choose
a book to be purchased for their classroom.
The results were very close and all the chil-
dren did such an amazing job.
Other activities have included an inter-class
school quiz, a poetry competition and teachers
read festive stories virtually for the children.
The choir sang beautifully at Light Up Has-
socks, so thank you to all the children who
practised so hard and made it a success. Fi-
nally, a big thank you to FOW’s for providing
the sweet treats for the children’s advent cal-
endar and for holding a stall at Light Up Has-
socks.
We would like to wish everyone all the very
best for the New Year and we look forward to
informing readers more about life at The
Windmills during 2022!

Ruth Jayal

Deadline for March issue 1st February

Bnans Gorens

Landscapes & Maintenance

General Garden Maintenance * Tree Surgery
Hard & Soft Landscaping * Ornamental Plant Care
Power Washing of Patios & Driveways

Turfing & New Lawn Installation
Brian McAllister Bsc mphi

01273 447400 No job too small... free quotes

ARE YOU IRONING BORED?

07775 610186

www.briansgardens.co.uk

Then let me take the boredom away

I LOVE IRONING!

I can collect & deliver to suit you.

Also available for other
Household Chores, Shopping, Cleaning etc.

Call Diane on
07946 212889 or 01273 640671




FEBRUARY 19TH 2022

TICKETS £12.00 / CONCESSIONS £10
AVAILABLE AT DANCEWEAR ON THE MOVE, HASSOCKS

TICKETS ON SALE FROM SATURDAY 22ND JANUARY

THE
BRAIN PROUDLY DONATING ALL SHOW PROCEEDS TO

TUMeUR
oharity - THE BRAIN TUMOUR CHARITY
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WELLESLEY

'WEALTH ADVISORY

Hassocks Resident
Giles Turner

Your local financial planner

“The success we have in the future is built on the plans
we make today.”

I'am a Chartered Financial Planner with over 15 years’ experience. | work with
people like you to help them secure their financial future by putting the right plans
in place today.

I love being a part of Hassocks Village, and feel lucky to be able to watch my
children grow up within this inspiring community.

I can help you with all aspects of financial planning, including investment, pension
and inheritance tax planning. It's the creation of the Financial Plan that is key to
delivering your desired outcomes.

Please contact me if you are looking for guidance on planning for your
financial future.

Giles Turner APFS
Chartered Financial Planner

Wellesley Wealth Advisory

Wellesley House, 50 Victoria Road, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9LH
01273 025946 | giles.turner@sjpp.co.uk | www.wellesleywa.co.uk

Wellesley Wealth Advisory is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth

Management (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising

solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s =

website at www.sjp.co.uk/products. The “St. James’s Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and "Partner Practice’ ST JAMES’S PLACE
are marketing terms used to describe St. James'’s Place representatives. Wellesley Wealth Advisory is a trading

name of Wellesley Investment Management Ltd WEALTH MANAGEMENT
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GARDENSPARK

OUTDOOR ELECTRICAL EXPERTS

Garden Electrician

01273 499 133
07769 636 669
www.gardenspark.co.uk

HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Meet

at Guide HQ, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint at 2

pm on the first Wednesday of each month.

On 2nd February, David Tingley, Editor of

Hurst Life will be talking to us about the Maga-

zine.

On 2nd March, Hurst Hedgehog Heaven with

Ann Winney

Our January meeting was cancelled due to the

current Covid situation. Colin Walford has

agreed to talk to us about Oldland Mill later in

the year.

At present, we would ask anyone attending the

meetings to have taken a lateral flow test and to

wear a mask if possible. Thank you.

For more information, please contact me on

01273 649023 or Dianne on 01273 835284.
Ann Tranter

HASSOCKS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
meet on 9th February at Adastra Hall, Has-
socks at 8 pm. With special guest Jane Terry
‘Gardening for Water Management’. All wel-
come. Pat Ticehurst

GY LOCkSn'

'/
\o QUICK RESPONSE ’6
NO CALLOUT CHARGE
LOCKS CHANGED & UPGRADED
24 HOUR CALLOUT
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Call Lucy on 07780 840462

Store this number on your phone,
you never know when you will need it.

, TOP TRADES PERSON
BRIGHT FM'S C'L%?m'iﬁnde OF THE YEAR

@ DT o, D S D ST

BEVERLEY PAM ROBINSON 3
Dip FH, MCFHP MAFHP -
Member of The British Association of Foot Health Professionals g

MOBILE FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER
For essential foot health maintenance treatments

D€ >R

.
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-

=™

Nail Cutting * Corns * Callus
Diabetic Foot Care ¢ Verrucae ¢ Fungal Infections

-
4

>

Day, Evening & Weekend Appointments by Arrangement

07400 395535
P e T D &‘9
THE BEACON PARISH OF DITCHLING,
STREAT & WESTMESTON At the time of
writing (end December), the pattern of services
going into 2022 hadn’t been finalised.
There will be a 10 am service of Holy Commu-
nion at St. Margaret’s, Ditchling on most Sun-
days each month. Check our
website www.beaconparish.co.uk/services for
details of services being held in Streat and/or
Westmeston. You will be very welcome.
Sherrian Guest

-

o
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John Norris of Hurstpierpoint writes:- 1 was in-
terested to see, in the last edition of Village
Voice, the 1930s photograph of Hurst Fire
Brigade and engine, submitted by David Evans.
For some years the engine’s 1920s(?) predeces-
sor stood decaying on waste ground not far away
and one of my childhood pleasures in the late
1940s was being taken there by my grandmother
to climb into the driving seat and pretend to
drive it. Does anyone else remember the old en-
gine?

~
B.M. ROOFING

— FAMILY RUN BUSINESS —

Guttering * UPVC Fascias & Soffits + Chimneys
Lead Work * Flat Roofing *Tiling & Slating * Re-Pointing
NO JOB TO SMALL - FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE
FULLY INSURED - QUALITY ASSURED

01273 803960 - 07786 451194
R (oo

M
== Rediand

bmroofing@live.co.uk



Q‘ 01273 843300
07788 713954
MD GARDEN
CONTRACTING Fully Insured
DRIVEWAYS FENCING
BLOCK PRVING TURFING
LAWN MOWING PONDS
DECKING GROUND WORKS
BRICKWORK GENERAL MAINTENANCE

PEST CONTROL
Wasps ® Moles ® Mice ~ e
Rats e Squirrels

Flies ki
y

trap moles.
No mole

No fee!

2nd HURST MONTHLY SOCIAL GROUP Guide HQ,
Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint, 2 pm. ‘Hurst Life Mag-
azine’ - David Gingell. Guests welcome.

5th BRIGHTON CONSORT Holy Trinity Church,
Hurstpierpoint 4 pm, ‘Back to Basics’ tickets 01273
833746.

5th TOAD SUMMIT Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 1.30
pm. Free event for toad patrollers to get together
and learn more. See article for booking.

6th HEBER OPERA Hurstpierpoint Village Centre
7.30 pm. ‘Open Rehearsal for all’ call 07802 735190
6th ST MARGARET’S CHURCH Ditchling, 10 am.
Holy Communion

7th HASSOCKS WI Green Room, Adastra Hall, Has-
socks, 2 pm. New afternoon Craft Club. ‘Crochet’
Guests welcome.

8th LUNCHTIME JAZZ Hassocks Hotel, 12 pm, lunch
included with booking call Jo 01444 235986

8th HURSTPIERPOINT HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Club Suite, Hurstpierpoint Village Centre 8
pm. ‘Rewilding Knepp Castle’ Penny Green

9th HASSOCKS HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY Adas-
tra Hall, Hassocks, 7.45 pm. ‘Gardening for Water
Management’ Jane Terry. All welcome.

11th STAR CINEMA Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7 pm.
‘James Bond - No Time To Die’. PG-13. Cash only on
the door.

11th BURGESS HILL HERITAGE & HISTORY SOCI-
ETY Cyprus Hall, Cyprus Road, Burgess Hill
8 pm. ‘Archaeology of the Burgess Hill Northern Arc’

Simon Stevens. Guests Welcome.

13th HEBER OPERA Hurstpierpoint Village Centre
7.30 pm. ‘Open Rehearsal for all’ call 07802 735190
13th ST MARGARET’S CHURCH Ditchling, 10 am.
Holy Communion

14th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 7.45
pm ‘Mary Anning - An Amazing Woman in a Man’s
World’ Ray Hale.

16th HASSOCKS TREFOIL GUILD Guide Hut, Sem-
ley Road, Hassocks 8 pm. International event ‘Come
and Travel the World'. Visitors welcome.

20th ST MARGARET’S CHURCH Ditchling, 10 am.
Holy Communion

21st HASSOCKS WI Adastra Hall, Hassocks, 7.30
pm. ‘Mary Anning - A remarkable Woman in a Man’s
World’ Ray Hale. Guests welcome.

25th HURSTPIERPOINT HISTORICAL & GEO-
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY Guide HQ, Trinity Road,
Hurstpierpoint, 8 pm Osgar and his Anglo Saxon ar-
tifacts plus old English language. Guests welcome.
26th HASSOCKS VILLAGE MARKET National Tyres
Forecourt, 9 am - 1 pm, Local produce, bread, honey,
cheese, wine, veg etc.

26th REPAIR CAFE Hassocks URC, 10 am - 12.30
pm, bring items for repair book your slot www.hkd-
transition.org.uk

27th ST MARGARET'’S CHURCH Ditchling, 10 am.
Holy Communion

28th HASSOCKS FIELD SOCIETY Adastra Hall, 7.45
pm ‘Recycling in West Sussex’ Colin McFarlin

.i
PD CHIROPODY & PODIATRY

Dedicated to all foot related matters

o Diabetic foot assessments
o Athletes foot & Fungal nail
¢ Ingrown toenails

e Nail cutting
e Corns & Callus
e Foot pain 3

Appointments start from £29 for all patients

Home visits are available upon request

Located: The Pauline Thaw Centre, Age Concern, Dale Avenue, BN6 8LW
Contact: T: 01273 855760 E: paul@pd-cp.co.uk W: www.pd-cp.co.uk
HCPC Registered: CH33805
Mr Paul Dixon BSc (Hons) MChS

ELITE GARAGE DOORS

* NEW DOORS

* AUTOMATION
* REPAIRS

* GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE 01273 844122




OLIVER EDWARDS
07731 489045

oliedwardstkd@gmail.com

EpEeLweiss GARDEN SERVICES

MAINTENANCE | DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION

K. VIRGO PLUMBING & HEATING

24hour Call Out  *All domestic work undertaken

*Qualified, experienced, reliable engineer

*Natural Gas & LPG *Bathroom Installation
*Free estimates, all work guaranteed e

*Boiler Breakdowns/Servicing *Power Flushing
T: 01444 239898  M: 07796 263710 305205

SEXTON BEETLES: SUBTERRANEAN
CORPSE-DISPOSAL BLUES “Now, you got a
corpse in a car, minus a head...take me to it.” In
Quentin Tarantino’s movie Pulp Fiction, Winston
Wolf provides a professional clean-up service for
two incompetent hitmen when they have a little
‘problem’ that needs solving urgently. Hopefully, il-
licit corpse disposal isn’t a regular dilemma for read-
ers of this magazine - but in the natural world death,
disposal, decay and decomposition are vital, con-
stant processes which recycle the nutrients that keep
our planet functioning. This clean-up duty is under-
taken by a cast of unsung underworld characters.
Bacteria and blow-flies, fungi and foxes, worms and
woodlice all put their tendrils, talons, mandibles and
molars to the task. But if you want a corpse removed
efficiently and cleanly you had better call in the pro-
fessionals: the sexton beetles.

The sextons are members of the family Silphidae.
At about 3cm long they are amongst the heavy-
weights of our county’s 3,000 beetle species. Some
sextons can be identified by their lurid orange wing-
cases; a hi-vis jacket befitting a worker at the scene
of a tragedy. Now, let’s say you‘ve got a dead blue
tit in the back yard. Its little soul will have winged
its way to that great peanut feeder in the sky and
now it’s time to return its earthly body back to the
soil. Sextons, armed with super-sensitive chemore-
ceptors in their clubbed antennae, can detect the
sweet smell of death from a mile away.

The male flies in first and assesses the scene. First
job - call for backup. He secretes a stink from his
rear end to lure in a female and his partner arrives.
Next job - secure the corpse. The beetles start

POINT APPLIANCE CARE
< Specialist in:

HOTPOINT, CREDA

"

& INDESIT
R MOST MAKES OF
COOKERS AND WASHING MACHINES
REPAIRED

RICHARD WARNER
01273 844411 or 07885 829455

richardr2pac@aol.com

beetling around the blue tit, stripping off the feath-
ers. But - phew-wee! That smell will soon be luring
in every fly in the neighbourhood and the sextons
don’t want to draw attention to their work. So, they
baste the body with their antibacterial and antifungal
chemicals, slowing down the decay and preventing
the pong. Now the sextons live up to their name.
Working together, they dig a grave and line it with
feathers. The corpse is tenderly lowered down into
the earth. It’s here, in this cosy crypt, that the sextons
will raise their family. Eggs are laid and develop into
hungry larvae which, unusually for an insect, ‘beg’
for food and are fed by their devoted parents. The
bird’s body is slowly stripped of flesh and reduced
to a simple skeleton. After pupation, new sexton
beetles emerge from the soil and fly away, perhaps
to find their own corpse or to become food for birds
themselves. No eulogy, no flowers, yet it’s still a
dignified, life-affirming send off. So, when it’s my
time to go, just drag me into the garden and let the
sextons do their job.
Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity car-
ing for wildlife and habitats throughout Sussex.
Founded in 1961, we have worked with local people
for over half a century to make Sussex richer in
wildlife. We rely on the support of our members to
help protect our rich natural heritage. Please con-
sider supporting our work. As a member you will
be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular
wildlife walks and also enjoy free events, discounts
on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sus-
sex guide book, Discovering Wildlife. It’s easy to
join online at sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
Michael Blencowe

Jamie Stafford Bathrooms
Désign i

Istallation

0127

jamiestaffordbathrooms.co.uk



KEEP WARM THIS WINTER

COAL ~LOGS ~ KINDLING
\ ELECTRIC HEATERS

SHARPENING SERVICE - KEY CUTTING . DULUX PAINT MIXING

HASSOCKS
HARDWARE SODA STREAM CANNISTERS « HOUSEWARES « D.LY. - TOOLS

8 Orion Parade e Hassocks e West Sussex BN6 8QA 01273 843878

Latex Balloons { Jptng,

Bunches of 3 from £6.50, Bunches 5 from{£9.50 1

Foil Balloons from £4.50 N

Giant Numbers from £8.50 s

Also Invites, Banners, Hats, Confetti, .=
Place Cards, Serviettes, etc. e

QD STATIONERY 52 Keymer Rd, Hassocks 01273846978

STEVE’S BACK PAGE 4qOSSIP

When | left you at the end of last month’s magazine my very good friend at the time David Fuller had without my knowledge answered an
advert for extras for a remake of the Charge of the Light Brigade. This one was intended to be more factual than the Errol Flynn version
made in 1936 where good old Errol defeated the Russians single handed and survived. We are now 1968 and | have been told to be at an
old WWII airfield which was near Hartley Whitney on June 19th. Strange how that date always stuck in my mind, if you know the area
Hartley Whitney, Minley, Heckfield etc, most of the land in that area is owned by the MOD so, it very rarely changes. You don't get masses
of new homes s| ringin% up all over the place. | had just passed my drivin§ test and my parents have bought me a Triumph Herald from
Solomon's and Sons in Camberley High Street. It was my pride and joy so | drove David and myself to this very secret airfield. When we got
there it was like a step back in time, men in light brigade uniforms were walking about everywhere. We handed in our letters of invitation
and were directed to the first of many marquees.

This was the catering tent, and it was full of the most glorious food, it made the sandwiches my mum had made to take with me look very
small but, | ate them anyway. After that we went to the next tent which was where we were fitted with our uniforms, a very professional
lady threw a tape measure round me and went along the rail, picked out a uniform, handed it to me, then directed me to the changing area.
| put it on and looked in the mirror it fitted beautifu ¥], perhaps Adam Ant got his outfit ideas from something like this, even the boots were
a ri%ht size. In the next tent | got my helmet for a light cavalry man. Next tent was the armoury where | got my sword belt and lance, even
at this point | could feel the adrenaline building up in my body, mind you, nothing that | was wearing would have offered me any protection
from real cannon fire. The next stop were the sta%les where ' was given a fully tacked very feisty light grey horse about 16 hands. He was
very excited as well and raring to go. We had to use the mountain block to get on then someone handed me my lance which slotted into
the little holder down by my stirrup so | could hold it easier. | then had half an hour to ride around to get the feel of my horse and uniform,
it was certainly more comfortable than the cavalier's outfit | had worn a few months earlier. | met up with David who was dressed just the
same, he was very happy and like me looking forward to the next stage which was lining up in groups of 12. | suppose there must have been
100 of us in total, then"'we had to walk, staying in a straight line which they called walk charge, then, all of a sudden they started playing
cannon fire noise and explosions all over the Tanoy system. We then had to go into canter and at this point, we were all directed to lower
our lance ready for the c| a:jge. | felt as if my head was about to explode, the excitement was almost unbearable, then the order was given
to charge, full gallop towards the straw bales. | was screaminﬁ at the top of my voice, what | was screaming | couldn't tell you but, [ was
there, | could see the cannons and the Russians, and | was in kill mode. When | eventually reached the straw bales, | thrust my lance through
one then leapt off my horse and started slashing away at it with mﬁ sword, the adrenaline had completely taken me over, | totally lost it but.
wow | was enjoying myself. | just completed a mock-up of the Charge of the Light Brigade something | knew I'd never do again. | hate
giving the uniform back if | could have stolen it | would have, neither David or | got the job but, we didnt care we had had a great day even
now m thouﬁhts go out to the real men who, without question made the charge into almost certain death, they were an army of lions led
by donkeys, that has a familiar ring to it?

| often wonder what happened to David Fuller maybe became a blacksmith like his father | suspect.

Ridley Scott is at the moment making a film about Napoleon called Kitbag, it may feature another famous charge, that of the Scots Grey at
Waterloo 18th June 1815. | wonder if any of these events are taught in history these days.

Before | go, blind John a man, | %reatly admire, would like me to thank everyone involved at the Club RBL which was formerly the British
Legilzlynffor all the sterling work t ey do, the way they look after him and all the fabulous events they put on, a big thank you from all of us
to all of you.

Steve - stay safe and see you next month and remember to support your local shops.

HASSOCKS PET CENTRE, KEYMER ROAD, HASSOCKS 01273 842392
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